



gold rush dwarfs 

Eighties bonanza 


Michael Harrison, Peter Rodgers 
and Gill Treanor 

The £20bn giveaway of shares in the Hal- 
ifax and other building societies in coming 
months is set to dwarf the instant profits 
made during the Thatcher privatisation 
years, boosting the feel-good factor in the 
run-up to the general election and beyond. 

Between a third and a half of the adult 
population wifi share the bonanza, with most 
hand-outs in the region of £500 to £2,000. 

Under the terms of the Halifax flotation 
announced yesterday, 8.5 mOion people will 
receive shares worth an average of £1,300 
in June. Just over four million will receive 
the minimum allocation of 200 free shares 
worth between £780 and £900. The rest will 
receive this plus an additional hand-out of 
up to 981 shares, depending on the balance 
in rbeir accounts on two key dates. 

Members can vote by post by 17 Febru- 
ary or in person at the special general meet- 
ing in Sheffield on 24 February. More than 
50 percent of the society's investing mem- 
bers -over 33 million - must vole in favour 
for the flotation to proceed. 

The other building societies lining up to 
convert from mutual status include the 
Woolwich, which is paying out shares worth 
£3bn, and the Alliance and Leicester, 
which will be worth £23 bn. The total 
amount being distributed to savers and bor- 
rowers in the next 10 months will be equiv- 
alent to I Op off the basic rate of income tax 
for one year and four to five times as large 
as the biggest Budget handouts ever seen. 

Economists forecast yesterday that the 
giveaway would boost consumer spending 
by between £6bn and £Sbn, with roughly 
two-thirds of the free shares saved and one 
-third cashed in and spent on holidays, 
home improvements, clothes and the like. 

The £20bn in free shares compares with 
the estimated £6bn that investors could have 
made by cashing in their shares in priva- 
tised companies immediately after flotation. 

Whereas about 10 million people have 
benefited from the £66bn privatisation pro- 
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gramme since 1979, nearly twice that num- 
ber will benefit from the building society 
giveaways. Nor does the £20bo figure include 
the £4bn flotation of the insurance company , 
Norwich Union, scheduled for summer, or 
the £3.2bn of cash and shares already 
handed over to consumers from earlier 
building society flotations and takeovers. 

Simon Briscoe, economist at the Japan- 
ese securities house Nikko said the boost 
to the economy, although small in com- 
parison with total annual consumer expendi- 
ture of £550bjn. would increase pressure for 
higher rates. Other economists warned an 
increase in base rates was very likely, giv- 
en that the building society windfall would 
lift the growth in consumer spending lo even 
more unsustainable levels. 

David Walton of investment bankers 
Goldman Sachs said: “Households with the 
right building society accounts will gain this 
year but those consumers with borrowings 
will lose out/* Other City experts fear that 
the legacy of the instant windfall payouts 
will be dearer home loans as quoted build- 
ing societies are forced ro raise mortgage 
rates so they can afford to make dividend 
payments to shareholders. Economists be- 
lieve that the conversion of building soci- 
eties will do the same for consumer 


computing 



confidence as did council house sales in the 
early 19S0s and privatisation in the late 
IQNfls. 

The impending flood of financial insti- 
tutions on lo the stock market is reckoned 
to be one reason why the Chancellor. Ken- 
neth Clarke, calculated he could get away 
with consumer tax cuts of just £75Um in lust 
Novembers Budget. 

Kevin Gardner, chief economist at the 
US bank Morgan Stanley, said: “This is all 
pari of the ongoing story of improving con- 
sumer confidence. The building sorietv give- 
aways are the icing on the cake; but the cake 
was already pretty big already." 

If the entire £20bn were cashed in. it 
would be enough to finance the entire coun- 
try's high-street shopping for seven weeks 
and would give a boost to the economy four 
or five times as large as the biggest’ Bud- 
get handouts ever seen. This would almost 
certainly lead to a raging boom and a leap 
in inflation, and force the Government to 
raise interest rates sharply. 

Nikko s consumer research found that 
one in six would spend their windfall, but 
the older and wealthier who generally get 
the largest payouts were more likely to save 
it. The evidence so far is that consumers 
are likely to react cautiously. Last year, there 
were building society windfalls totalling 
£33bn when Cheltenham & Gloucester was 
taken over by Lloyds Bank and National 
& Provincial by Abbey National. Bui only 
16 per cent of N&P shares were cashed in. 

David Owen, an economist at KJeinwort 
Benson, said this probably boosted growth 
by about 03 per cent, and he expects a fur- 
ther 0.5 to 0.75 per cent this year as a re- 
sult of the renewed windfalls. 

Only one society, the Alliance & Leices- 
ter. will have paid its members before the 
likeliest election dales in April and May. 
But the Halifax flotation - the biggest. with 
a handout of more than £11 bn - the 
Woolwich flotation and the Bristol & West 
takeover by Bank of Ireland will Issue pay- 
ments shortly aferwards. in June and July. 

Halifax details, page 18 
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Dying cancer patient chained to bed 


Unbelievably, tor the first 


time ever. Canon are offer- 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

An inquiry has been ordered into why 
a dying cancer patient was chained to his 
hospice bed by prison officers despite 
pleas from his mother and doctors. 

Geoffrey Thomas, 25, who was await- 
ing trial for burglary, was only un- 
shackled three hours before he died of 
stomach cancer. One ankle had been 
chained to the bed, but the shackle was 
transferred to his wrist after his ankle 
became swollen. He bad been guarded 
at the hospice near Cardiff by two 
prison officers but was unable to walk. 


The Prison Service said last night that 
it was setting up an inquiry into the use 
of restraints on prisoners. This follows 
a series of cases involving handcuffed of 
women being taken to hospital to give 
birth and for breast cancer treatmenL 
Marina Davies, the mother of Mr 
Thomas said of her son yesterday: ‘‘He 
should have been allowed to die with dig- 
nity. He couldn't even walk. let alone 
escape." 

She added: “1 begged them to take the 
handcuffs and chain oflbui they would- 
n’t listen. The guards wouldn’t even lis- 
ten ro the doctors. It is an inhuman way 
to treat a man who is dying. There is no 


way in the world he could escape. My 
son was dying in from of our very 
eyes." 

Mr Thomas was arrested in October 
accused of stealing a video recorder, 
radio and a telephone in a burglary at 
a house in his home town of Caerphilly, 
South Wales, and remanded in custody. 

He was taken ill on 23 December and 
admitted lo the city's University Hospital 
of Wales where he was found to be in 
the final stages of stomach cancer. He 
was transferred to the Marie Curie 
cancer hospice at Holme lower, Penaith, 
on New Year’s Day lo control his pain. 

Despite his rapidly deteriorating con- 


dition and repeated requests from doc- 
tors for him to be unshackled, he was 
kept manacled. Two days after his arrival, 
on Friday. 3 January, a bail application 
was made in the morning. The chains 
were taken off at Ham on grounds of 
compassion and he died at 2.45pm. 

Professor flora Finlay. Holme Tower's 
medical director, yesterday criticised the 
attitude of the prison service. She said: 
“I think it's desperately sad ... Mr 
Thomas couldn't have run away any- 
where. He needed help to sit up in bed." 

Last night the Prison Service or- 
dered an inquiry, saving it “very much 
regretted" Mr Thomas's death. 
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1 Hey Jimmy: heard about the minister 
who thinks most beggars are Scots? 
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The row over the homeless was 
fuelled by the Home Office 
minister David Maclean last 
night when he claimed that 
most beggars are Scots who 
sleep rough out of chuicc. 

The Scots-bom MP for Pen- 
rith and the Border described 
the beggars who asked him for 
money in London as “a dis- 
grace"* and an “embarrass- 
ment". . Opposition parties 
called his remarks an “insult to 
fellow Scots". 

Mr Maclca n said of beggars: 
*T always give them something 
- I give diem - a piece of my 
mind. Most of them arc Scot- 
tish and Tve never met one yet 
who politely and gently asked 


for money. There arc no gen- 
uine beggars. Those who are in 
need have gpt all the social ben- 
efits they require. 

"Every time we go and check, 
we find they won't go in hostels. 
Beggars are doing so out of 
choice because they find it 
more pleasant." 

His comments, made to the 
News & Star newspaper in 
Carlisle, come just days alter the 
Prime Minister accused the 
Labour leader, Tony Blair, of 
“hypocrisy" for appearing to 
back New York-style “zero tol- 
erance” policies against beggars. 
John Major said Mr Blair had 
changed his tune, and had orig- 
inally denounced the Govern- 


ment for backing such tough 
measures. Mr Blair has said he 
does not give cash to beggars, 
but that he buys The Big Issue 
magazine for the homeless and 
wants to sec proper provision to 
take them off the streets. 

Labour frontbencher Henry 
McLcish said yesterday: "David 
Maclean's comments are dis- 
graceful and an insult to fellow 
Scots. Mr Maclean's comments 
speak volumes about the Tory 
Government. This Government 
has a care-nothing, do-nothing 
altitude, and ... seeks only 
scapegoats, not solutions.” 

But Mr Maclean said he was 
often accosted by aggressive 
Scottish beggars and drunks, 


who frightened visitors in Lon- 
don, and added: "Maybe my ears 
are more attuned to the Glasgow 
accent." However, he praised 
seller? of The Big Issue and peo- 
ple who dean cd car windscreens 
at traffic lights, saving they were 
doing a “good job" and “doing 
their bit to help themselves". 

Alex Salmond. leader of the 
Scottish National Party, also de- 
nounced Mr Maclean, say- 
ing:“It’s insulting to Scots and 
irresponsible.” He accused Tory 
and Labour politicians of “ 
picking on unfortunate people 
in their cheap trawl for votes”. 

Last night, government and 
Tory party sources said the 
minister stood by his remarks. 
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Get a flee night’s bed and breakfast in one of our participating hotels when you pay for the first night 
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Collect four tokens from 
The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
from 11-19 January. 
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Full details and a fet of particpaling Mtnotel hotels will be prilled on Simday 12 January and Monday 13 January. 


Some hotels will permit 
longer stays on the same 
basis: pay for two nights 
and stay for four etc. 
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A catalogue of avoidable fail- 
ures. bungled bureaucracy and 
allegations of financial loss 
turned the Sea Empress accident 
into a disaster, according to a 
leaked report 
The draft document leaked 
to the BBC and due to pub- 
lished within the next two 
months by the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch, has put 
the Government under con- 
siderable pressure to review 
procedures designed to protect 
the coastline from pollution 
threats. 

Although the shipping 
minister. Lord Goschen, 
criticised the leaked information 
and the furore it has caused as 
“inappropriate and premature”, 
opposition politicians described 
the leak's content as “deeply 
disturbing’’ and called on the 
Government to take immediate 
action to ensure future co-or- 
dination salvage operations. 

The 147,000-tonne Sea 


Empress, which sailed under a 
Liberian flag of convenience, 
ran aground off Milford Haven 
in south-west "Wales in Febru- 
ary Iasi year. Ferrying crude oil 
from Scotland, the tanker failed 
to manoeuvre correctly into 
the two-mile wide entrance to 
the refineries. 

A pilot was on board as she 
approached the harbour, but 
she still hit the rocks. The 
charts he was following are 
said to have been inaccurate 

According to the BBC's ac- 
count of the draft report, “time- 
consuming and unnecessary 
bureaucratic procedures” re- 
sulted in the ship being ground- 
ed for seven days rather than 
two. The ship was carrying al- 
most 130,824 tonnes of oil and 
spewed 70,000 tonnes into the 
sea. The massive spill, the full 
environmental impact of which 
is still to be evaluated, cost Unit- 
ed Kingdom taxpayers an esti- 
mated £I0m. Marine scientists 
are still studying the effects, es- 
pecially those on two sea-bird 





The Sea Empress: Failed to negotiate harbour entrance 


colonies in the area which are 
among Europe's most valuable. 
Environmentalists say that the 
overall biological damage may 
not be fully understood for an- 
other decade. 

When the report is published 
it is expected to say that the nav- 
igational charts around the 
mouth of the harbour were in- 
adequate and not up to dale. In- 
accurate information was 
alleged to have been given on 


the tides and the rescue oper- 
ation is described as “salvage by 
committee” . 

Commenting on the report. 
Captain Ian Evans, a former 
marine safety adviser, said that 
a captain of 3 local pilot ship had 
told the salvage operators that 
the Sea Empress could have 
been moved in two days after 
the initial grounding. The advice 
was ignored. 

In the attempted clean-up. 


500 tonnes of chemical disper- 
sant was used, the largest vol- 
ume ever in a UK rescue. 

Guy Linley-Adams, conser- 
vation director at the Marine 
Conservation Society, claimed 
that the first priority when the 
ship ran aground was finance. 
“We should never again allow 
the financial liabilities to cloud 
the judgement of those seeking 
to save a stricken and heavily 
laden tanker.” Mr Linley- 
Adams says the Government 
should now adopt a “command 
system” similar to that used in 
France where one person is 
appointed overall controller of 
a disaster with full authority that 
cannot be overridden by insur- 
ers’ demands. 

Labour's transport spokes- 
man. Andrew Smith, described 
the draft as “deeply disturbing". 
He added: “It is alarming that 
the charts for the approaches to 
Britain's biggest oil port are re- 
ported to be inaccurate.’' He 
urged Sir George Young, the 
Secretaty of Stale for Transport. 
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Paedophile driven 
out of council home 


On a PGL holiday kids have fun. fun 
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A convicted paedophile was 
: yesterday driven out of the 
council accommodation where 
he was living, following a warn- 
ing to schools by the local ed- 
ucation authority. 

The man was Laken away 
from a bed-an d-breakfast on the 
Raploch estate near Stirling, 
Central Scotland, after a protest 
by about 35 angry parents. 

Police and council officials 
decided to move him because 
of concents about his personal 
safety. 

The case is the latest in the 
debate about whether convict- 
ed sex offenders should be al- 
lowed to live in the community 
and if so. whether parents 
should be told. 

The demonstration followed 
a recent warning to 12 local 
schools by Stirling Council. It 
did not name Lhe man. but he 
has been named locally as Alan 
Christie. 50. who was released 
from prison in October after be- 
ing jailed for a year at Stirling 
Sheriff Court last April, when 
he admitted lewd and libidinous 
conduct towards a girl of four. 
The court heard it was not his 
first offence and there were 
fears he could re-offend. 

A council spokesman said the 
man would be rehoused else- 


where: “He does not have any- 
where to live and under home- 
less legislation we have to find 
him somewhere to live. Where 
he was is now intolerable,” he 
said. 

He added that the man could 
be taken to another part of Scot- 
land. 

“There is an arrangement 
with other local authorities for 
emergency situations where we 
have to move someone else- 
where quickly.” 

Mothers expressed relief that 
he had been been forced to 
leave the area. Lesley Marshall. 
27. who has four young children 
said: “Families did not let their 
kids out on Thursday night 
when we found out he was 
here ... Ws’rejust absolutely a*- 
lived he's gone". 

The council defended its de- 
cision to advise local schools in 
December that a convicted pae- 
dophile was living in the area. 

The education services di- 
rector, Gordon Jcyes, said the 
council issued the alert as a 
“prudent” precaution. 

The case comes two days af- 
ter a council official in Birm- 
ingham faced disciplinary action 
for allegedly alerting mothers on 
a Birmingham council estate 
that a paedophile was moving 


into the area. Mike Wood, a 
housing officer for the city 
council, allegedly tipped off 
mothers on the estate in Gar- 
rett's Green that George Tay- 
lor. who had been jailed for 
indecent assault on a young girl, 
was moving into the arcaT 

Yesterday housing chiefs in 
Birmingham were said to be 
considering banning known 
child sex offenders from the 
city's 97.000 council homes. 

The local authority in Mid- 
dlesbrough has also announced 
that it will formally exclude sex 
offenders from estates. And 
last November head teachers at 
a group of primary schools in 
South Wales wrote to parents 
warning about a paedophile 
who moved into lhe area. The 
teachers passed on details of the 
man’s appearance, type of car 
and vehicle registration number 
after police tipped off the local 
education authority. 

Last December, ministers 
announced that paedophiles 
and other sex offenders will 
have to register their address- 
es with the police and that they 
were also cnasidcring a system 
from the United States in which 
communities were informed 
when paedophiles moved into 
the district. 
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Butcher 
accused over 
Ecoli deaths 

The butcher ai die centre of 
the food poisoning outbreak 
which has left 16 pensioners 
dead appeared in court 
yesterday to face a charge of 
culpable and reckless 
conduct. 

John Barr, of Wisbaw, 

Lanarkshire, appeared on 

petition at Hamilton Sheriff 
Court to face the charge 
which arises from the alleged 
supply by him of cooked 


Train driver 
charged with 
manaau^iter 

The driver of a train-that - - 
collided with an empty 
passenger service near : - 
Watford Junction station was 
charged yesterday with ! 
m ansl aughter and 

endangering the safety of 
passengers. . 

Peter Afford, 56, from 
Bushey, Hertfordshire, a 
driver employed by North 
London Railways, has been 
bailed to appear at Watford 


meat from his shop. After the Magistrates Court on 4 April. 


hearing, the Scottish Office 
released a statement which 
said Barr was committed for 
further examination and 
released on bafl. 

The statement said: “The 
Lord Advocate has 


One woman died and more 
than 70 people were injured 
in the collision on & August 
last year. Transport police 
said' they had carried out an 
inquiry into the collision, and 
after consultation with the 


emphasised to the procurator Crown Prosecution Service 
fiscal at Hamilton and Crown had decided to bring charges, 
counsel that Lhe public 
interest demand that in this 

case investigations be Flii 1/* * 

concluded without delay and 

£ a ir a ^Ste.- proceed downgraded 

Dm Burrell New influenza figures suggest 

“unusual activity” and some . 
regional epidemics but no na- 

TTViTwilrr TTicsff- -Gw tional epidemic of flu or fhi- 
r dlimy V ltolL lUi ^ mesSi acc0 rdin£ to the 

nurses in Saudi 

The families of two British era! Practitioners' monitoring 


The families of two British 
nurses held in Sandi Arabia . 
accused of murder are set to 
visit them in jail tomorrow. 

Lucille McLauchlaa, 31, 
from Dundee, and Deborah 
Phny, 41, from the Midlands 
are accused of killing 55- 
year-old Australian nurse 


Yvonne Gilford. The visit has the holiday. 


. unit in Birmingham says 
there are now 230 cases per 
100,000 of the population. 
The previous week’s figure - 
for Christmas and New Year 
was 122 perl 00,000 -but this 
was artificially low because 
GP surgeries were closed for 


been pi 

Duntie 


fee West MP Ernie Ross rector of the unit, said the 


Bleak midwinter: A flock of geese head east over Essex. A fortnight’s ban on shooting wildfowl was imposed yesterday by the Department of the Environment to help 
safeguard birds enfeebled or unable to feed property because of the freezing temperatures. Weather forecast. The Long weekend, page 25 Photograph: Brian Harris 

Bungle led to tanker disaster 


to ensure checks were made “ 
on the accuracy of charts for the 
approaches to other ports and 
heavily trafficked sea-lanes”. 

Yesterday it remained possi- 
ble that the report would have 
altered conclusions. Captain 
Peter Marriott, Chief Inspector 
of Marine Accidents, and one 
of the report’s authors, said he 
was required to consult “those 
whose reputations may be ad- 
versely affected by my report”. 
He added: “Until 1 have had an 
opportunity to consider any 
comments I receive from the in- 
dividuals concerned my report 
cannot be finalised.” 

The report is also highly crit- 
ical of the competence of har- 
bour pilots, revelling that “the 
training and examination of pi- 
lots at Milford Haven are un- 
satisfactory”. John Peam. a 
pilot who was on board when 
the ship grounded, was initial- 
ly suspended but back han- 
dling supertankers after being 
reinstated by Milford Haven 
Port Authority. 


who is a personal friend of 
the Saudi ambassador. 


Man accused 
of IRA attack 

A man was due to appear in 
court today in connection 
with Mondays IRA rocket 
attack outside the Royal 
Courts of Justice in Belfast 
The 27-yearold man is 
accused of conspiracy to 
murder. 

Meanwhile, another five 
men are being questioned by 
detectives in Belfast in 
connection with the attack 
and the no-warning IRA car 
bombing of the Army's 
Northern Ireland 
headquarters fast October 
when 31 people were injured. 
One soldier later died. 

BT pioneers 
alert system 

The Home Office is studying 
a new disaster warning 
system which could ring 
thousands of homes 
simultaneously in a major 
emergency. 

Computer engineers at BT 
have come up with a hi-tech 
replacement for the old civil 
defence air raid sirens in use 
since the Second World War. 
The proposed system, 
controlled from a central 
terminal, would alert 
householders in any affected 
areas with a recorded alert 
and advice message. It could 
be used in the case of floods, 
factory explosions or 
radioactive leaks from 
nuclear power stations. 

If approved, BTs Public 


current rate was “within the 
range of usual winter activi- 
ty”. A flu epidemic has re- 
cently been redefined as 
more than 400 per 100,000 
cases per population; above 
200 perlOO,OOQ is considered 
“unusual activity”. Liz Hunt 


Balloonists in 4 
new^tten^ ( ^ 

A' Swiss-Belgjah team of 1 
balloonists is preparing to 
launch late today from 
Chateau-d’Oex, near Gstaad 
in Switzerland; in an attempt 
to fly non-stop around the 
world - just days aftfir 
Richard Branson, boss of the 
Virgin group, almost died in 
a similar attempt. 

The tW6-strong team will • 
fly in a balloon of the same 
design as that used by the 
Virgin team, though much 
smaller and lighter. 

Meanwhile Steve Fosse tt, an 
American milli onaire stock 
trader, was waiting in St 
Louis, Missouri to make an 
attempt on the same record. 
Charles Arthur 

Barclays renew 
libel claim 

Millionaire press baron twins , 
David and Frederick Barclay j 
are making another attempt i 
to sue BBC Director General j 
John Birt for libel in France. J 

In July last year, a court in i 
St Malo dismissed the 
reclusive brothers' claim for 
damages following a 
broadcast on BBC Radio 
Guernsey in October 1995 in 
which the Barclays claim they 
were falsely accused of 


Warning and Information (By corruption. Last summer, the 
Telephone) System would court threw out their case - 
cost about £1 Jm for each in which the Barclays claimed 

county hail to install. £108,000 damages - on the 

grounds that it was 
“unacceptable”. The date 

£ 4 m payout for K/SX-WJS?*" 
dinner ladies 

Some 1 J00 dinner ladies are .QnJvTnlKmT’ tnM i 
set to share £4m in an out-of- OUJUUUJUj . IAJIU . 

court-settlement of an equal rrrrrrx 7 Trie hoTT 

pay dispute. The women? for- ^ gTOW ilife BdLl , 
raerly employed by the now A 12-year-old schoolboy has j 

defunct Cleveland County been isolated by teachers at 
Council, will receive payouts Corpus Christi High School, 
ranging between £600 and Preston, because ms hair is 
£5,400. too short. Leon Carlisle has 

Their claims - comparing been told he will be 
their wages with those of gar- separated from his classmates, 
denere and refuse collectors to work in a room alone trow 
who earned up to 40 per cent his hair grows to “adecenl 
more - were lodged 18 length”. His father is fighting 

months ago at industrial tri- the ban and says his son's 
bunals. Barrie Clement hair is merely neat and tidy. 


Schoolbqytdd * 
to grow his hair 

A 12-year-old schoolboy has 
been isolated by teachers at 
Corpus Christi High School, 
Preston, because his hair is 
too short. Leon Carlisle has 
been told he will be 
separated from his classmates, 
to work in a room alone until 
his hair grows to “a decent 
length”. His father is fighting 
the ban and says his son's 
hair is merely neat and tidy. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 42-2% of 
trie raw materia! for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 

NTanas .... F6.00 OVERSEAS SCBSCKDTKJXS 

Hdfv 14.500 tomaf, 13 «ste EuWe £110.76; few 1 

Madeira . . . Esc325 EasLSmensa toa end torero 
Mate .... 43 cents EaaxJ AusuaUatf C0o.WJ.fc pnaawrt 

Noway nuot I 

Rmuipi . . . Esd25 tuts <J Mam* lonflonH* Sifitf 1 

Spam PtOOQ jttSSa CmM wrtsraMnt 

Svetftn SMI BACK WES 

Swcwtand . SM 00 

USA... . 13.00 Haamc wmp«»s. 01*® *MJ70 






tsn Burrefl ... 


Search 


5tuart Alexander 


A ? night crus: 

^7-19 April ]( 

' ■ l '- i' ; r £ 7 r . 

1,1 Sr-rs: 


^'*pp s a V-y H,- 

in.M S! ” “ 

iK.. 


abk 7.- «> 











=SlJ92t . th* , 


THE INDEPENDENT • SATURDAY 11 JANUARY 1097 



er 

is 

nirc of 
: *rea k 
•loners 
n 

«ge of 


aw. 
d on 
Sheri fl' 
nw 

aliened 

it\l " 

Vficr <h" 
Office 
which 
tied for 
«uj 

i‘ "The 

•'•curator 
d Crown 
ic 

ic this, 

-■lay and 

proved 


1 =• 


*L: 


ers 

em 


:• 

l ~ , 


..v! % -• 


•: n ■ 


it for 
Saudi 

Uriii«h 
Amhj.! 
re sei u> 

.« irr.vA 
3P. 51. 
Jsbrrjh 

• 55- 
'tuix. 
c v;«r : 

m-e K->* 

■vrv. • 


ised 

tack 


%• ■ - .V 

K, ■ 

ft :•• 


? ain driver 

^ r ged J 

Watford Junctj.Vn 
barged vesi^^K 
“•anslaugh^^J w «h 
‘‘nditngcrine ,h nd 
pa^eneen. ShLV,f ti^ 

s 

^licd t.i tld'.fv 

than 7(i pci ,’ L d 

; n *««8yt£!}> 

las[ year. Tran».J! 

«id ihe\ had 5 °^ K : 

inquiry inu. ihe " ll 

J lu ‘epideim 
« ow ngrade,) 


»ut for 

die.- 


*i'- u piArfn,c ,,r flb 
1 . llncss - acc*> r ji n(;i . 
.•.w V >ur. c, IU ce ^ ' 

■ r d p r ^ ,J -‘ ? C "Ikse , If I 

Ln ; i v t l ' U0n ^ Jn-n-i. 

^ n,t ,:i birminefariin^, 

•“ere ire nmi I3u ^ ‘ 

^epr^cu .ua*-^ 
•'• ‘ iniav and n m ' \ 
perliKuui.k 
Jri!!kij|1 : I"* been 
e r -LriLneN-Aera|.iKj 

me •:• !:dai. 

U -?L' Htminc i 
r ••: in.- unii.sdiJk 
--rr.:u r^!.- v.js-vinhu, 
v ~.--' •’. jNLj|v.inio OT . 

'•• -hj .-nidenik ha.; ( 
'-•••* v ' f'.Jeiinvdv 

~ -ii iu per | mm 

P Tuljn.in.dhr 
-• “.:! , - |l . , "ii i.s oinsidic 

Ltfc 


Balloonists it, 
new attaint 

'...-• -L'-.l^ijn lejmni 
• 'sprrpannn 
li'd.r. iron; 

<. - •..r.-iO.vneiirfe 
*nJ. in an at 
’ : jruundt 

r.:..7.:r- Nit • 

- r - . n-sii 
_ ."..rapi 

- : i !iiC£ 

' - ■• .. n •j.N.di’^ 

•. ;T. 'hi'UinW 

_■ >l:i -■&>*£ 

’ll lire V' 

r w -V v. ... ur.i-'mi 

— -• t*. ;n - . 'Oil* 1 
( Arthur 

Barclay rea 

libel claim ' 

. . s.. Mil 

j.-p** 

' . -• •.■■ ';P;'! 

v - *•-• i® 

■ :ru-»iS 

• _ - - p Jj L-. . 

• - .-jOU" 

-• f -..1 

. -•' • * ' -A- 

. -e.r.i-JV' 

■ :"■•* fn:^' 



S&SSJfJsp* 

a^-cied ,, for ^ 



Chocolate, 
batteries, 
drysuits: 
sponsors 
try to put 
a price on 
adventure 


news 


Ian Burrell 


For four days he suffered the 
most agonising solitude. Now* 
the whole world wants to meet 
Tony Buliimore. 

An agent has been instruct- 
ed to preside over an auction for 
his astonishing story invoking 
film companies, publishing 
houses and newspapers. 

One Sunday newspaper was 
reputed to have made a 
£100,000 offer for an exclusive 
interview. American film agents 
promised Hollywood movies 
and marketing executives have 
identified opportunities for en- 
dorsement of everything from 
confectionery to sports equip- 
ment and the kind of drvsuii 
that saved him from freezing to 
death. The loss of the Exide 
Challenger may turn its skipper 
into a millionaire. 

The Berkshire-based sports 
management company Masters 
International was yesterday 
seeking to secure for Buliimore 
the first of a series of lucrative 
deals, for a newspaper exclusive. 

Meanwhile, the confec- 
tionery firm Cadbury was yes- 
terday trying to confirm that it 
was one of its chocolate brands 
that had sustained him while he 
was stranded in icy waters, 
1,400 miles south of Australia. 
“If it was. we will want to talk 
to him." said a spokesman. 

Exide Batteries, the South 
Wbles-based arm of the Amer- 
ican battery giant, was con- 
gratulating itself on 3 last- 
minute decision to sponsor Bui- 


liraorc: the boar, seen on world- 
wide television, was renamed in 
die week before the round- 
the-world race began. Phil 
Jones, deputy managing direc- 
tor, said he wns hoping fo ex- 
tend the company's relationship 
with the yachtsman. 

Richard Branson, who him- 
self escaped when his hot-air 
balloon made an emergency 
landing at the start of his af- 
lempl to go round the world this 
week, has offered to provide the 
yachtsman and his wife, Laiel, 
with free flights on his airline 
Virgin Atlantic. 

The only obstacle in Bul- 
liraore's path appears to be the 
yachtsman himself. Despite his 
reputation in yachting circles as 
a wheeler-dealer figure who 



Brothers in arms: Tony Buliimore (right) embracing Chief Petty Officer Peter Wicker, who pulled him from the ocean after his ordeal, on board HMAS Adelaide yesterday Photograph: 4P 



Laiel Buliimore: Free flights 
offer from Virgin Atlantic 


always has an eye open for 
money-making opportunities, 
the gamrlous »ilor was doing 
his best to give the story away 
for nothing. 

Having been on the phone lo 
the BBC’s Tt>day programme 
within hours of his rescue, he 
was in talkative mood again yes- 
terday from the HMAS Ade- 
laide. where he is being treated 
for mild hypothermia. The 
frigate is expected to reach 
Australia on Monday. 

Buliimore. 56, revealed how 
he twice nearly' left the safety of 
his capsized boat after wrong- 
ly believing he was about to be 
rescued. “I nearly dived out on 
a couple of occasions thinking 
there was a rescue vessel out- 
side. but 1 was terrified because 
once 1 dived out 1 couldn't get 
back in." he said. 

And he admitted how close 
he had come to death. “I start- 
ed asking myself Am I really 
preparing my graveT I really be- 
lieve I was just on the brink. I 
got to the point where 1 was 
thinking in hours." 

Bom in Southend-on-Sea. 
Buliimore helped his father. 
Bill, on market stalls in Rom- 
ford, before setting up a wed- 
ding photography business at 
the age of 15. He then volun- 


teered to crew a yacht to South 
Africa and later sailed to Ja- 
maica where he met his wife. 
Reluming to Bristol, he ran a 
nightclub which catered for lire 
city's Afro-Curihbcan commu- 
nity until it burnt down. He then 


set up a business in Birmingham 
selling bankrupt stock. 

In the meantime he was ac- 
quiring a growing reputation for 
his sailing, sharing the Yachts- 
man of the Year title in 1985. 
He has raced across the Atlantic 


27 times. He has almost lost his 
life three times, and his latest 
brush with death is thought to 
have cost the rescue authorities 
as much as £5m. “I would agree 
with those questioning the 
cost," he said yesterday. “There 


is something a little absurd 
about the tremendous cost of 
rescuing people who do fool- 
hardy things." But at the end of 
the day. ft. was pan of human na- 
ture to take on daredevil chal- 
lenges. “People walk to the 


South Pole, they go down in the 
seas, they go up Is high as they 
can. they go sideways, whatev- 
er. If all these things were tak- 
en away it would be a little bit 
like the taming of mankind." 

Letters, page 13 


Search grows for missing boat 


Stuart Alexander 

While the party celebrations 
were bcingcranked up in Perth 
for the return of the Australian 
Navy with Tony BuUixnore and 
Thierry Dubois, fears grew for 
the Canadian yachtsman Ger- 
ry Rotifs, who also disappeared 
in the Vendee Globe race. 

Nothing has been beard from 
43-year-old Roufs since mid- 
night last Tuesday, Greenwich 
Mean Time. No contact has 
been possible by radio, the 


satellite . position beacon has 
sent no signal and there has been 
no emergency distress beacon. 

Fellow competitor Isabelle 
Autissier abandoned an effort to 
search for him when she was ex- 
hausted by the conditions, in- 
cluding near SOmph winds, and 
was further hampered by a 
damaged mainsail halyard. 

A further three competitors, 
Marc Thierce Bin, Bertrand de 
Broc and Hervd Laurent, had 
been diverted but were not due 
to be in the zone until late last 


night and a Panamanian-regis- 
tered cargo ship, the Mass En- 
terprise. was also searching. But 
no one knows where to look. The 
search zone is about two-thirds 
the size of Belgium and is loo re- 
mote for an air search. 

The organiser Philippe Jean- 
tot, whose race is virtually in tat- 
ters as the leader Christophe 
Augjn is the only one of the orig- 
inal 16 who has so far completed 
the course normally, has asked 
if satellite photographs can be 
taken to help with the search. 



MUSIC ON THE DANUBE 

WITH BROADCASTER JOHN AMIS 


A 7 NIGHT CRUISE ROM PASSAU TO BUDAPEST ABOARD THE MS R0USSE 
12-19 April 1997 with performances by Opera Interludes from £995 

To float along this 
romantic and beautiful river 
listening to Puccini, Verdi or 
Mozart sounds idyllic enough. 

To combine that with visits 
to see the art treasures that 
its great cities offer and 
attend musical performances 
in Vienna and Budapest is 
truly a cultural feast 

In just seven days we are 
able to visit four countries - 
Germany, Hungary, Slovakia and Austria 
and call into nine ports including the 
capitals of Vienna and Budapest- 
Such a journey by road with an 
assortment of hotels and border crossings 

would indeed be a firing experience, 

whereas by river we are able to sail through 
the very heart of Europe with great ease 

MUSIC ON BOARD 

In addition to the many special music 
performances ashore, there will be 
a programme of words and music aboaid 
the Rousse with John Amis and the 
touring opera company, Opera Interludes. 

MUSIC ASHORE 

Included in the arrangements will be 
a visit to the Vblksopera in Vienna, Amadeus 
Sinfonietta in Vienna, (Statsopera at 
f Supplement), and a SP^ 3 ’ 1 
in Budapest Bratislava and Melk Abbey. 


THE MS ROUSSE 

Built in Holland, the 160 
passenger MS Rousse is 
a comfortable and modern 
river vessel. In our opinion 
she is one of the best river 
cruisers on the Danube 
offering all 'outside' cabins, 
each with their own private 
shower and wc. You have the 
choice of two passenger 
accommodation decks and cabins offer 
either two berths or two beds. 

The cabins are well planned and very 
comfortably furnished, the Danube deck 
cabins having the advantage of iarger 
windows. Facilities on board include a 
single-sitting dining room, large lounge, day 
bar, panorama bar. spacious open decks 
including a swimming pool and sun deck 
with loungers. In addition you will find a 
hairdressing salon and sauna, shop and dinic. 

Prices range from £995 (2 berth cabin) 
to £1595 (2 bed suite) per person, single 
cabins from £1150. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0171-409 0376 (7 days a week) 


JHOBLf (ALfDONIfi LlttlTfD 


11 CHARLES STREET. MAYFAIR. LONDON WTUHE 
TELEPHONE 017MDPOM FACSIMILE 0175-4Q90B34 
24 HOUR BROCHURE AN5WERPHONE 0171-355 1424 
ATOL 3106 ABTAV321X 
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AN ALL-IN-ONE DIGITAL 
PACKAGE FOR £180 

(INCLUDING CONNECTION!) 


Ac feoples Phone we believe in making 
il life easy for our customers. 

That’s why wo created our digital package, 
which includes connection, a choice of top 
brand mobile phones and lino rental (or 12 
months. 

No hidden chaiges, just a one-off payment, 
in advance. After that, all you'd pay for are 

your calls. 

And unlike most mobile phone retailers 
well still be there after you've bought your 
phone, with long term service and care. 

So simply call the number below to find the 
nearest of our 181 stores nationwide. But hum; 
this offer ends today. 


OMCR^80“STORE-S NA'nONWTDE 
/ : -qALL 0345-10-11*12 

FOR fOKE, A -FREjE ,FNf ORM A I ION 

•-T &G&6&TU .PI.ACK ,V\\©R©'m- 



NORMAL 

PRICE 

PEOPLES PHONE - 
DIGITAL PACKAGE Sj 

£211.56 

INCLUDED ? 


£55.25 

INCLUDED - 


£9.99 

INCLUDED 


£256.80 

£180.00 i 

A 




• A choice of 
leading brand! 
name phones 
including the 
Motorola 
Flare 


PEOPLES PHONE 
DIGITAL PACKAGE 
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SATURDAY 




news 



Is this Welsh princess the 


first British woman author? 


Roger Dobson 


Princess Gwenliian: Died fighting the Normans near Kidwelly in 1136 


Britain's earliest known woman 
writer is identified as a 12 th 
century Welsh princess who 
died fighting the Normans. 
Princess Gwenliian, daughter of 
the King of Gwynedd, is said to 
be the author of the 
Mabinogion, the 800-year-old 
collection of Celtic tales of 
romance and adventure, whose 
unknown author has always 
been thought to be a man. 

In his book to be published 
later this month. Dr Andrew 
Breeze argues that Gwenliian is 
the author of the Four Branch- 
es of the Mabinogi, the main tales 
of the Mabinogion, which tells 
of princes and princesses and 
daring deeds in a Celtic world 
of heroism, chivalry and magic. 

Dr Breeze, a Celtirist and 
Eng l ish literature lecturer, says 
Gwenliian is one of the great- 
est writers.“lt is sad to think that 
the remains of the finest of 
Welsh prose writers lies in an 



Saga of the warrior princess 


The White Book of Rhytftfercfi: The oldest copy of the 
Four Branches of the Mabinogion Photograph: Rob Stratton 
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woman whom some historians have compared to Boudicca. 


unknown spot in the battlefield 
where she was killed,” he said 
The Four Branches of the 
Mabinogi (tales of youth) is 
considered to be the greatest 
work of Welsh literature and 
one of the finest surviving pieces 
of Celtic mythology. The oldest 
copy is the priceless While Book 


of Rhydderch, dated at 1300, 
which is in the National library 
of Whies at Aberystwyth. A 
second version, the Red Book of 
Hergest , dated 1375, is kept at 
Jesus College. Oxford. It con- 
tains seven other tales, some of 
which refer to King Arthur. 

Dr Breeze says that after 
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YOU CAN’T BUY BETTER 


Use the Comet Price Index to find the lowest prices on 
top brands - now reduces in the Comet Sale. 


THE COMET SALE 


100s OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS NOW REDUCED 
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Vfe've asked these experts to test 
and review our products. Look out far 
this symbol J| displayed next to the 
award winning products. Pick up your 
free buying guides In store. 
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analysing the original manu- 
script of the Four Branches of the 
Mabinogi, he has no doubt the 
author is Gwenliian. 

“Until Qow everyone has 
always assumed they were 
written by a man .* 1 Dr Breeze 
says. “There have been sug- 
gestions it might have been a 
monk, but I do not accept that 
on the textual evidence I have 
collected. It is difficult to believe 
that a monk would have the 
concerns of a woman writer in 
matters like child-bearing, 
childlessness, wet-nursing, fos- 
tering and the upbringing of 
children, all of which figure in 
the Four Branches of the 
Mabinogi. The author is also 
very good at describing women 
who get men out of mess. 

“The Four Branches can be 
seen as that very rare thing, a 
feminist faiiy stoiy in which the 
roles are reversed and it is 
resourceful princesses who 
rescue princes." In his book, 
Mediaeval Welsh Literature, Dr 


Inquiry into fatal 
ambulance delay 


An inquiry has been launched 
into why a dying man who was 
turned away from one hospital 
took six hours to arrive at an- 
other SO miles away -only to die 
shortly afterwards. 

Ibny Usher, 60, died of heart 
failure and pneumonia on New 
Year’s Eve alter the ambulance 
transferring him from Joyce 
Green Hospital in Dartford, 
Kent - where there were no in- 
tensive care beds available - to 
the Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother Hospital in Margate got 
into difficulties in the freezing 
conditions. 

At 6.45am he was pul in an 
ambulance to begin the journey 
to Margate. His wife, Georgina, 
was told she could not travel 
with him. During the 50-miJe 
journey, the ambulance carry- 
ing Mr Usher had to stop 
because of winriy conditions 
and the crew diverted to the 
Medway Hospital in Gilling- 
ham. After spending more than 


three hours at the Medway 
Hospital, he was transferred to 
Margate at 12.25pm. He was 
pronounced clinically dead 
shortly afterwards. 

Now his widow is de manding 
to know why it took so long for 
her husband to arrive at the hos- 
pital, after she made the same 
journey in two hours. She said: 
“We knew my husband was dy- 
ing but we would have liked him 
to die in dignity, with his fam- 
ily around him, not in an am- 
bulance on his own.” 

A spokesman for Joyce 
Green Hospital said they had 
launched an inquiry into the 
matter. 

An Ambulance Service 
spokesman said: “En route to 
Margate hospital the bad con- 
ditions caused the windscreen 
washer on the ambulance to 
freeze up . . . and the decision 
was made to divert to Medway 
for the patient to receive con- 
tinuing care in the warm." 


0»K 


LfaSWO^'- 

fm 


^ 1 

From Bournemouth 


to Bangkok . . . 




r.W 


...Wherever your holiday takes you. Saga takes 
care of all the details, so you can have the time of 
your Efe. 

Service, quaRty and unbeatable vakie are just 
some of the hallmarks. So, whether its a hotel 
stay, coach tour or cruise, our frienefiy staff; 
carefUly chosen accommodation and we&ptanned 
itineraries ensure you enjoy a well-earned break. 

45 years of listening to comments and suggestions 
has taught us just what our holidaymakers expect. 
That’s why so many people book with us again 
and again! 

If you are aged 50 or over, call our 24-hour 
brochure request line now. 
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Breeze details 11 key argu- 
ments in favour of the text be- 
ing written by Gwenliian, a 
mother of four who died lead- 
ing an attack on the Normans 
near Kidwelly in 1136. He 
dates the authorship to 1128. 

Dr Rhiannon Ifans, a spe- 
cialist in the Mabinogion at the 
University of Wales, Aberyst- 
wyth. said: “There is nc known 
author and never has been. I 
have not seen the arguments 
and 1 keep an open mind be- 
cause there are so many possi- 
bilities. This wiH be the first time 
a woman has been suggested.” 

Dr Sioned Davies, senior 
lecturer in Welsh at the Uni- 
versity of Whies, Cardiff, who is 
translating the Mabinogion, 
said: “I’d (ike to think it was a 
woman, but there is no firm 
evidence on authorship and a lot 
of prose of this period is anony- 
mous. He is bringing up some 
very interesting points and I do 
not rule it out but I realty need 
to see his arguments first” 
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For the Time of your Life 


Please remm to: Saga Holidays Lid, FREEPOST (NT27 IoT 
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Hotel Seays □ USA/Canada 

Un.vers.ty & College Centres Q Fdrawav Places 

Coach Holidays: 

Toms □ Single Centre □ 

Europe & the Mediterranean ucean L 
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Ulster’s law 
of the jungle 
puts big cats 
in firing line 


David McKittricIc 

Ireland Correspondent 

A rescue operation has been 
launched in an attempt to save 
animals whose lives have been 
placed at risk by the threatened 
closure of a safari park in 
Northern Ireland. 

The park, which houses lions, 
tigers, chimpanzees and other 
animals, is struggling financial- 
ly following a disastrous summer 
when takings were drastically re- 
duced by the breakdown of the 
IRA ceasefire and the Drum- 
cree marc hing season stand-off. 

It is said that closure would 
mean most of the animals 
would have to be put down, 
since the lions are territorial and 
there is iiuie demand from 


Church in 
talks with 
priests’ 
mistresses 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

The Catholic Church has 
opened contacts with support 
groups for priests' mistresses. 

The Bishop of Portsmouth, 
the Right Rev Christopher 
Budd, has been asked formal- 
ly by the Bishops' Conference 
of England and Wales to talk to 
the groups, and last week visit- 
ed one of them. * 

The Bishop’s negotiations 
mark a considerable shift in the 
atiiLude of the English Catholic 
church towards openness, and 
widens the gulf between the 
English and the Scottish hier- 
archies when It comes to deal- 
ing with failures of celibacy. 

Bishop Budd told BBC Ra- 
dio 4’s Today programme: 
“Where you have relationships 
which are clandestine and 
somebody is still in priestly 
ministry, the truth must come 
out ana the priest concerned 
roust actually accept that truth 
and move out of ministry and 
do what he can to support ei- 
ther the woman or woman and 
children. 

“After all, if a priest has fa- 
thered a child by a woman in 
some ways he is personally re- 
sponsible and that means he 
may have to leave ministry and 
earn sufficient to support the 
child and the mother." 

The Bishop held out the pos- 
sibility of church funds being 
used to support the children of 
priests who stay in the ministry. 

A spokesman for the Bishops’ 
Conference said yesterday: 
“Cases of this kind have always 
arisen in the life of the Church, 
but their frequency should not 
be exaggerated. 


“Most, though unfortunate- 
ly not all, have been and are re- 
sponsibly and discreetly 
handled, having regard to the 
best interests of those involved, 
especially any children.” 

The admission that**not all" 
such relationships had been 
handled in the best interests of 
the women and children in- 
volved drew an extravagant 
laugh from one of the women 
who has met Bishop Budd. and 
who is herself the mother of two 
small children by a priest 

The woman, who did not 
wish to be named, said: “A lot 
of the damage is dearly already 
done. A lot of guys have 
continued in ministries knowing 
that they have responsibilities: 
whether a woman who has had 
an abortion, or the child has 
been adopted. There is a 
double-standard being adopted: 
he is minsiering and saying the 
Mass, yet leading a secret life. 
This has to be bad for the 
church.” 

It appears that the policy for 
dealing with these cases varies 
from diocese to diocese. 
Catholic bishops have a con- 
siderable degree of adminis- 
trative independence. 

A member of the Sunflower 
group, one of those to which 
Bishop Budd has been talking, 
said: “In some dioceses, the 
priest may be encouraged to go 
into a rehabilitation as if he was 
some kind of drug addict. Many 
priests would be offered the 
chance of going abroad - the re- 
lationship with the woman re- 
mains secret, even though she 
could be in the Church, and 
even in orders herself. Bui the 
first responsibility should be to 
the woman." 


Pubs could run 
dry in pay row 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Beer supplies to one of Britain's 
biggest pub chains face severe 
disruption after delivery work- 
ers voted to take industrial 
action ever pay cuts of up to 
25 per cent. 

The Bass group, the compa- 
ny at the centre of the dispute, 
oJms some WOO pubs nation- 
wide and delivers Grolsch, Car- 
ling Black Label, draught Bass, 
Caffrevs. Tennents and Umot 
Pik to a total of between 25,000 
and 30,000 outlets. 

Leaders of the 1,400 distrib- 
ution workers voted by a 
72 per cent majority to strike 
and by 85 per cent in favour of 
industrial action short of stop- 
pages. An overtime ban mid 
SSrk to rule will begin next Fri- 
day, followed by 4S-hour walk- 
outs on 23 and 34 January and 
6 and 7 February. 

■ihideteam, the company tbd j 
distributes Bass products, wiU 
seek an injunction early next 
week alleging the disagreemen 
does not constitute alawjj 
trade dispute. The distribution 
rnmnanv. 49 per cent owned by 


Bass and 51 per cent by the 
National Freignt Corporation is 
confident that the court will ban 
the action. 

Although terms and condi- 
tions have always been negoti- 
ated locally at more than 50 
depots, the Transport and Gen- 
eral Workers’ Union is calling 
for action in support of central 
bargaining to prevent “attacks" 
on their terms and conditions. 

Employees at one depot in 
the North-easi, the only one 
where draymen belong to the 
GMB general union, will be dis- 
missed on Monday if they 
refuse to agn contracts reducing 
their wages. . 

Brian RcveH. a T&G national 
official, said Bass was profitable 
and had no need to adopt such 
a policy. He said the company 
had already cul wages by £100 
a week at one depot - a drop of 
around 25 per cent - and was 
attempting to impose a similar 
pay level elsewhere. 

A Tiacfcieam spokesman said 
it was compering with other dis- 
tribution companies and that 
even after the wage cut, its em- 
ployees would be among the top 
25 per cent earners in the sector. 


news 


other parks and zoos for the 
animals. 

The Causeway safari park is 
in north Antrim, dose to the 
Giant's Causeway and in one of 
Northern Ireland’s more 
popular tourist areas. The num- 
ber of visitors to the area from 
the Irish Republic and else- 
where increased markedly fol- 
lowing the 1994 IRA ceasefire. 

The park employs three full- 
time staff together with around 
40 workers during the summer 
season. Its future was placed in 
question earlier this week with 
a Customs and Excise High 
Court action for the non-pay- 
ment of VAT. The Official 
Receiver is now involved. 

The park's director Jim 
Garvin said: “The animals 



Endangered species: Lions and other animals at the Causeway Safari Park are facing an uncertain future following the breakdown of the IRA ceasefire Photographs- Paul McEriane 


cannot be moved from the park 
if it closes. Lions are territori- 
al and most of the other animals 
have been bom and raised in ihe 
park. Their natural hunting 
instincts have therefore gone. 


"We are hoping it will noi 
have to dose if some rescue 
package cun be obtained. In the 
meantime the receivers have 
assured us that the animals will 
be looked after. For the past 


three months we have been 
feeding the animals out of our 
own pockets. Our priorities are 
to protect them and the con- 
siderable seasonable employ- 
ment which the park provides." 


His wife Coral added: “The 
lions are all in famili es, they're 
all in prides and groups, and you 
couldn't split them up.** 

Daw Leggett, who has been 
a keeper at the park for 26 years. 


said: “The park is mv livelihood 
but more imponantlv ii i> 
hobby. The animals "are like 
children to me. and if thev had 
to be put down it would he like 
losing a relation.' 1 


The local council and a 
number of other organisations, 
togeiherwiih the North Antrim 
NIP. the Rev Ian Paisley, are now 
involved in discussions on wavs 
of saving the park. 
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£20 to spend at 
Marks & Spencer 



Bank the way you want 
when you want 


Open a Current 
Account now 
and you’ll get 
£20 worth of 
Marks & Spencer 
gift vouchers 


It’s a simple challenge. You can get £20 worth of Marks & Spencer gift vouchers when you open an 
Alliance & Leicester Giro Current Account with £200 * before 31 March 1997. 

We’ll send your vouchers to you - and you’ll enjoy all these benefits: 

• Bank at almost 20,000 Post Offices. 

• Bank by telephone, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

• Withdraw cash at over 9,000 LINK machines. 


Track 
down your 
Marks & Spencer 
vouchers 



now 



• Debit, cash and cheque guarantee cards. 

(Subject to status.) 


• Bank by post. 

To qualify for your £20 worth of vouchers, request your application form today. Call us free, 24 hours a day, 
or complete and return the coupon below. 


Call FREE today 0800 41 2214 


Quote ref: SQ2 


Track down an Alliance & Leicester Giro Current Account today 

Please send me full details of the Alliance 5c Leicester Giro Current Account, including information on how to open an account, an application 
form and my claim form for £20 worth of Marks Sc Spencer gift vouchers. Ref: S02 

Send to: Alliance & Leicester Giro, FREEPOST CV2217, Stratford Upon Avon, CV37 9BR. {No stamp needed.) Please do not send any money with this coupon. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Other (Please state) 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Home Tel. No. (including STD code) 


Date of Birth 


Signature 


Front time ro time we may send you information on Alliance & Leicester Giro products and services, if you do not wish 
to receive further communications from Alliance 5: Leicester Giro, please tick here. _j 


High Street banking at your local Post Office 


t Giro 

Leicester Personal Banking 


• Offer IS valid wily when vuu phone the above number or send uff this ioupwll tor an application form. Application lorm- acquired from Pent Offices are nor valid for rhis offer. Omar j our Jcroanr has hem opened jrrd tunded with j t 
least £200, mum rhe cLiim'form. hrtorc 3 1 March I »97. and £20 worth of Marks fie Spencer gift vouchers will be to >uu. Only one paymenr of £20 wnnh of voucher* will he made per person or per account Applicants for an Alliance 
& Leicester Giro Curmu Account mu* be aged 15 nr over. All applications arc subject to sratus. Delta Card and £SO cheque piarantee card are only available if ased IN or over (subject to status). Alliance fid Leicester Giro account holders 
arc depositors witlj the Soeirry. No membership rights in the Society arc conterreJ on depositors nor do ihev have the right to attend meetings of the Society or vote on resoluminv. Alliance & Leicester Building Society, 
Principal Office: 49 Park Line, London W1Y 4EQ, 
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news 


Medical 


bills for 


Gulf war 


veterans 


Ian Burrell 


Sick Gulf veterans are being 
asked tn pay army doctors for 
details of their own medical 
records. 

They have also been told 
that their GPs cannot he given 
details of the drugs and injec- 
tions they were given because 
the information is ■‘classified”. 

Other veterans have been 
been refused reimbursement 
of rail fares to army hospitals for 
treatment. 

Dr David Clark, the shadow 
defence spokesman, said the 
"outmgeous" treatment con- 
tradicted claims by Nicholas 
Snajncs. [he defence minister, 
in Parliament that the sick vet- 
erans were now being looked 
after. 

“i think the charging is out- 
rageous. If the minister is say- 
ing he is going to play ball and 
be open wit hi lie veterans, he 
cannot then charge them for 
their own medical records. 

“It is a further e sample of Lhe 
Government's half-hearted at- 
tempt to address this problem. 
I still remain to be convinced 
that they are serious about it,” 
he said. 

Dr Clark said he would be 
raising the matter in Parliament. 

One sick veteran. Warrant 
Officer Rav Bristow, 58, said he 
had received no treatment oth- 
er than counselling which he 
had arranged himself. 

He was medically discharged 
from the Territorial Army after 
returning from the Gulf and de- 
veloping symptoms, which in- 
clude memory loss, lethargy, hot 
sweats and insomnia. 

Mr Bristow, who served as an 
army medic, said neither he nor 
his GP knew what drugs he had 
been given in the Gulf. 

In a letter seen by The Inde- 
pendent. array doctors have 
asked him to pay a £10 fee plus 
lUp for each of the 37 pages ofr 
his med tea I record. 

•Veterans are told to make 


their cheques payable to the 
Ministry of Defence's “Imprest 
Account” at the Royal Defence 
Medical College. 

Although Mr Bristow has 
paid the money he does not ex- 
pect to find out what drugs he 
was given. 

In bis letter. Brigadier BC 
McDermott, of the Army Med- 
ical Directorate, said:" "The 
drugs given during and before 
the Gulf War are classified. I do 
not have the authority to obtain 
this information, let alone pass 
it on to the patient.” He adds: 
This likewise applies to any in- 
jections and immunisation that 
you may have received at that 
time.” 

Although the MoD has made 
assurances to the Commons 
defence select committee that 
such information is not classi- 
fied, Mr Bristow is still none the 
wiser. 

He said: “They asked for 
volunteers in the Gulf and I had 
a moral obligation to go because 
1 had the training. I served 
with pride and dignity and feci 
terribly let down." 

Richie Turnbull, a Chester- 
based veteran, has been re- 
fused reimbursement of his rail 
fares for treatment of his chron- 
ic condition at Lhe Royal 
Brompton Hospital in London. 

Mr TumbuJL 45. has emphy- 
sema and chronic asthma and 
has been told by MoD doctors 
that his life expectancy is “se- 
riously reduced”. 

He has had to’ take nine dif- 
ferent forms of medication a Jay 
since returning from the Gulf, 
where he served with the RAFs 
nuclear, biological and chemi- 
cal warfare defence unit. 

His hospital trips cost £130 
because his condition is so se- 
rious he must be accompanied. 
.Mr Turnbull, a father of three, 
said he could not afford to pay 
the fare on a war pension of £70 
a week. 

He said: T feel like I have 
been told to go away and die.” 



Pinter’s 
fears on 
bugging * 
rejected 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 
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Putting Hollywood in the shade: the Winter Garden cinema will show the latest film by Lord Attenborough, seen below with Lady Attenborough 



Dickie 

and 

Lady A 
invite 
you to a 
premiere 
-book a 
ferry 


A small Scottish cinema will upstage 
Hollywood with a gala premiere this 
evening for the latest of Lord 
Attenborough’s films. 

In Lave aiui War, starring Sandra Bullock 
and Chris O’Donnell, two of Hollywood's 
hottest properties, is to have a special 
screening on the island of Bute before its 
official premiere in London on 12 February. 

Both Lord and Lady Attenborough, who 
have a home on the Scottish island, will 
attend the showing at the 97-seat 
Rothesay's Winter Garden cinema. 


The premiere was arranged to raise 
tnds for the island s Winter Garden T 


funds for the island s Winter Garden Trust 
- set up to maintain and refurbish the 
historic Winter Garden - of which the film- 
maker is patron. 

The £25-per-head event will consist of 
two screenings of the film on either side of 
a gala dinner hosted by the Attenboroughs, 
at which Lord Attenborough will discuss 
the film and his career. 

The film is the story of the clandestine 
romance between Ernest Hemingway when 
he was a young Red Cross stretcher bearer 
in northern Italy during the First World 


Wit and 26-year-old Agnes von Kurowsky, 
who nursed him back to health after a 


who nursed him back to health after a 
battlefield injury. 

The film will be on general release in 
March. 


Chief police officers and senior 
Labour politicians have reject- 
ed criticism of the Govern-, 
mem-sponsored Police Bill by 
playwright Harold Pinter and_ 
lea ding solicitors. . 

Mr Pinter protested that the 
Bill had had "no discernible 
opposition” from Labour, al- 
though it would legalise buggjng 

of private property by the police. 

Labours support for the Bill 
promoted by the Home Secre- 
tary, Michael Howard, was also 
criticised yesterday by solid tors’ 
leaders in London because it 
could allow hu gging of their of- 
fices to allow the police to 
eavesdrop on their clients. 

There had been “hardly a 
w him per from Her Majesty’s 
Opposition lest they be thought 
to be soft on crime,” said 
Robert Roscoe, president, and 
other leading members of the 
London Criminal Courts So- 
licitors' Association. “Until the 
general election we are in a very 
dangerous state of constitu- 
tional limbo, where tbe rights of 
the citizen are being sacrificed 
by both parties on the altar of 
political expediency,” they said. 

However Alun Michael, 
Labour's home affairs 
spokesman, yesterday stood by 
the BUI and denied that the par- 
ty was not opposing it to avoid 
appearing soft on crime. He ac- 
cused the opponents of getting 
the wrong end of the stick 
about the legislation. 

“Most of the comment about 
the Bill has been based on a 
false premise.” Mr Michael 
said. “This activity has been go- 
ing on the authorisation of a 
chief constable and the guide- 
lines from the Home Office for 
many years. The first guidelines 
were issued in 1977 and pub- 
lished in 1982. We think it is a 
step forward to have this activ- < 
icy put on a statutory basis for 
tbe first time,” he added. 

The Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers (Acpo) joined with 
Labour in demanding the mea- 
sure to put bugging on a statu- 
tory footing. 

Labour may seek safeguards 
for solicitors, but Acpo believes 
exemptions could provide a 
loophole for criminals to oper- 
ate from solicitors’ offices. 


Lunn Poly 



The UK's No. I Holiday Shop 



‘.V*; ' ■/. 



PUIS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT 


OVERSEAS 


* .. '"v 


ivn 


.. • g ,v - a'.*',,' 

s'; . ’ *, 

• ‘‘| - %# ■ >' .f .\ £■•* S:“ v.«k; 

■# ' -f'V .'*• f - '-' 

x v£'.. h 

■* .■ . • • f. +\ £ v . • 

\ • ■ 

. ■ ■ : ■ . . V* . : ■ 

***..• r ' >>!.-. v ’ » .’%«< 

" ■ ..«■ ’ .i. <*■;*• y> 

■ '.v v ■•■" 


WINTER HOLIDAYS 




% M l J ' ■ 

• ' S V ■ # ■ 

. * ' / ' . 


AT LEAST 10% DISCOUNT GUARANTEED 





At Lunn Poly you can now get up to 15% off winter holidays, with at least 10% 
discount guaranteed off every overseas holiday we offer. 

All we ask is that you take out our top quality holiday insurance when you book? 

Alternatively, you can choose free insurance* on any overseas holiday costing £299 
or more per person. 

So hurry down to your local Lunn Poly Holiday Shop now. More discounts on more 
holidays, that's what makes Lunn Poly No.L 







■kjfc 

-•-njrjc-sWofni 'IU(***XT,+4XX j-acontii^a ow the bga» _ „ . 






TTPKAL EXAMPLE PCJR ALMEKA EQUATION 3-DOOR 
j COSTING CKUV5-00 ON TIC ROAD 


OPCOI 

wcwr 



FWAi 

APR 

mucr 

row 

15-. 

Kmw 

p*»4ha 

| Ptnoffl 
* 

MTM&D 

OWRSBT 

MrAK 


CatitTi 

a 

a TOM 

KAUB 

9.9% 

0.111*1 

P'.We> 


■ana &0O min pv cx 





Lunn Poly 


-4 better way to getaway 




Horlec 


Harle 


\r.£- A L 


■r. ;\.r‘ • 
T,JV 


r ' 

i 

ii- 


Thomas’ 
erase i 


. . 

J-Ti.iii- :r. ; •. 
m\ r . 
•h-n- r •, 
I'uiirc • 
I'.TJ- • 

'T:;.r. .. 
1 \ • ■ 
•ki.ulri :. . 

i'Tfi.il . .. t 

; i . n 

Hi.-: n s .. . 

top- u- r , 

'ijk- 

k inu-nd h. 

? cr ■mu ’i 
'•mt cvir.. - 
“"P'rt.mi ,| 

•■•Jihth.i; 1 
Jlch -:nj :h. 
,. Tk ‘ 

li-WTini ,lv;i 
■ N :’ matter t 
can K- 


football 

• - . 




,*V y /"• ■ 




CtWFERENCE. • 


D, visren 






j mi. i U' j i l .' r L J 1 1 1 i V i 



























f 3997 • 





to 

i rejecter 

! 

■ 

: ~. . 

La i-‘S ?,••!,.■ ^ 

; 

■ ■ cri -su'!in „. l ‘, nj, - , -[' 

. p’avw p»k. i, J pVk 

Bi ^ h. s .j i, .,r ,, ''' ,, - ) ^ 

; ... tZ'^ 

-TT; , "tod k. 

■ ..' r "" \r,. ' 

i<- ..M... -. r '-" ,, 1 

“V- r; ^ n 'MiJ 

;r.'v H 1 ' >'• 

Opr---;,. -< ... f ‘k 

;. ■-. •; 1 ‘- 1 'Il'.-K.Ij, 

P ^'to.- 

pr.-.,j.. 

• -• ■■- .••.111,- in;i ntltr . 

7T ■ ' rr.vnj! f. r 

"*■■'■ ' ’ * ■'* , <-ldl|i 1 r. I. 


•n-.. 


>ugh 




.r- 


l- 

*■ to; j 

i >.i.i 

'*■ "< i-. 

:1, ■ - h-.-r.- ih. 

*- 

• • r "- Jsillil iff.. 

• ! -'to. M l . 

• ‘ .-•'.7JJI-U 

1 ni. -J h u ti 

■"‘i--i.iL n;. 

- •’ ‘I'-.nnK-; 

• •: -j\. j- 

‘ r • " - 1 i 'hs . 

- .••nmj-j; 
hjv.' • 

I- W, 

■ ■■ M-iv: 

■ ; r, .-i .Mb; 

\L r 

■ ; * 

; r -":uu 

■ ifj- 

. 1 'jl.M 

■'.i-i Tt 
' v r«> 
. ,. .-j.-.: 

• '"rjL 

■■ .. 

. • . '.J:'.. !h.- 




IHT 


iHCt 







• v " . ~i, «-■ 





THE INDEPENDENT • SATURDAY 11 -JANUARY 101)7 


international 


Turkey hints at strike on Cypriot missiles 


Alarm over the escalating crisis has spurred 
on mediation efforts, writes Tony Barber 


Thu international crisis over 
Cyprus deepened yesterday ns 
Turkey and its Turkish Cypriot 
clients piled more pressure on 
the Greek Cypriots not to de- 
ploy new Russian missiles in 
their sector of the Island. "11 
they are deployed, we will do 
what is needed, and if ihai 
means they need to be hit. ihej 
will he hit.*’ Turkey's Foreign 
Minister, Tansu Ciiler. said in 
Ankara. 

Blaming the Greek govern- 
ment for the crisis, she added: 
“Greece is the country which 
undoubtedly bears most re- 
sponsibility for this aggressbc 
policy.” 

The tough language made lit- 
tle impact cither on Greece nr 
on the Greek Cypriot-led gov- 
ernment of Cyprus, which is 
adamant that it will go ahead 
with plans in buy the S-3U0 
suriace-ro-air missile system. 
However, diplomats said there 
was still scope lor a negotiated 
solution to the problem, as it 
could lake many months fur the 
missiles to arrive from Russia. 

The* first cllort at interna- 
tional mediation will begin to- 
morrow. when a senior US 
official. Carey Cavanaugh, is 
due in Cyprus for talks sviLh huth 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 
The US Stale Department, 
alarmed at the sudden rise in 
tensions on the divided island, 
has criliciscJ the missile pur- 
chase hut warned Turkov that a 


pre-emptive military strike 
would be unacceptable. 

If the missiles are installed, 
their 9U-mile range would en- 
able the Greek Cypriots in at- 
tack Turkish a ire ru li in Turkey's 
airspace as well as that of 
Cyprus. The Turks are hinting 
at various military counter- 
measures. ranging from the de- 
struction of the missile launch 
pads to a blockade of Cyprus. 

In a statement distributed hy 
die Turkish foreign minisuy yes- 
terday. the Turkish Cypriot 
leader, Raul Denkiash, men- 
tioned another option when he 
threatened to take over Vunisha. 
a disputed area that has been 
.sealed off since Turkey's 1474 in- 
vasion of Cyprus. Most proper- 
ty in Varosha. which lies just 
south of the Turkish-held resort 
nf Famagusta, is owned hy 
Greek Cypriots. 

The confrontation over the 
missiles has erupted at the start 
of a year that was supposed to 
see litc launch of a concerted in- 
ternational effort in settle the 
Cyprus dispute. The US. 
Britain, other European Union 
countries and the United Na- 
tions were all hoping to see di- 
rect talks this spring between Mr 
Denkiash and the Greek Cypri- 
ot leader. President Glafeas 
Cle rides. 

The prospects for such tulks 
have not completely collapsed, 
but it is hard to see how face- 
m-face negotiations could start 
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Bomb blasts 



severe 
blow to 
Hebron talks 


Patrick Cockburn 

Jerusalem 

In the aftermath of two bomb 
explosions in Tel AvK' overnight 
Israel and the Palestinian lead- 
ership tried yesterday to reduce 
the political impact of the attack 
- the first since March - on the 
already faltering talks about 
the Israeli redeployment of its 
troops on the West Bunk. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, promised 
“to wage war against the ter- 
rorists” and said that, if they 
were found to have come from 
areas controlled by the Pales- 
tinian Authority, then it would 
not be “business as usual". 
Freih Abu Meddein, the Pales- 
tinian Minister of Justice, said: 
“I don't think Palestinians were 
behind these explosions be- 
cause such attacks serve only 
Netanyahu." 

Despite Mr Netanyahus 
harsh words he has continued 
talks with Dennis Ross, the 
United States peace envoy. But 
the effect of two pipe bombs, 
each containing half a kilo of au 
explosive mix of lemon, nitric 
acid and acetone, which seri- 
ously injured nobody when Ihev 

blew up in a south Tel Aviv red 
light district, shows how iitlle it 
takes u» plunge relations be- 
tween Israel and the Palestini- 
ans into renewed crisis. 

Nobodv has yet claimed re- 
sponsibility for the bombs* which 
police at lust though: might be 
the result of a criminal feud, but 
the most likely Palestinian fac- 
tion to be behind them is the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. Based in Damascus, 
the ttroup has carried out spo- 
radic killings of Iroeli settlers 
over the last year. 
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Israeli police sealed off 
Jerusalem from the West Bank 
yesterday as 80,000 Palestinians 
prayed in and around al-Aqsa 
mosque on the first day of the 
Ramadan fast. Traffic in the city 
came to a halt because of se- 
curity measures and Palestinian 
worshippers had to leave their 
identity cards in boxes before 
they entered the mosque. 

In his sermon, broadcast live 
to Muslims around the world. 
Sheikh Hnmed Beitawi. a lead- 
ing figure in Hamas, the Islamic 
militant group, sharply anackcd 
Israel, saving: “Israel is beating 
the drums of war and aggression 
against Muslims and Islam." 

In the Palestinian town of 
Nablus yesterday Hamas held a 
memorial rally for Yahyah 
Ayyash. the Palestinian bomb 
maker who was blown up by a 
booby- trapped mobile phone in 
Gaza on 5 January last year. It 
was in revenge for his assassi- 
nation that Hamas and Islam- 
ic Jihad carried out four suicide 
bomb attacks in February and 
March Iasi year which killed 63 
people and led to the victory of 
Mr Netanyahu and his right- 
wing government m the election 
in May. 

Hamas is unlikely to have car- 
ried out this week’s bomb attack 
in Tel Aviv because its local 
leadership is reported to have 
promised Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, that it has 
suspended its bombing cam- 
paign. Mahmoud Zahar, a 
Hamas spokesman, said last 
week that his organisation 
would not retaliate after the 
shooting of seven Palestinians 
in Hebron by an Israeli settler 
because so many of its members 
were in prison and the move- 
ment had been “disarmed" by 
the Palestinian Authority. 

Negotiations between Mr 
Arafat and Israel remain dead- 
locked over the time scale for 
further Israeli withdrawals un- 
Jer the Oslo accords. The Pales- 
tinians want Israel to pull out 
of all Palestinian villages by Sep- 
tember this year, while Mr Ne- 
tanyahu wants to delay the 
withdrawal for two years. Mr 
Arafat has rejected a US com- 
promise proposal that Israeli 
troops leave in mid-1998. Terms 
for Israel's partial withdrawal 
from Hebron arc no longer in 
real dispute. 




as long as the missile crisis re- 
mains unresolved. Mr Clerkles 
has not met Mr Denkiash since 
1994 and says there is no point 
in arranging unuther meeting 
unless his rival is prepared to 
make substantive compromises. 

Even before the missiles cri- 
sis, the political and military cli- 
mate on Cyprus did not appear 
to favour a diplomatic break- 
through. In the worst violence 
since 1974, five people - four 
Greek Cypriots and one Turk- 
ish Cypriot - were killed last year 
in dashes along the UN buffer 
zone dividing the two sectors. 

The missiles deal with Russia 
represents the Cyprus govern- 
ment's first serious attempt at 
building a credible air defence 
system alter 22 years of Turkish 
superiority in the air. The gov- 
ernment has not disclosed how 
many missiles it is buying, hut 
they are part of a steady defence 
build-up that has been closely 
co-ordinated with Greece. 



Flashpoint The buffer zone in Cyprus watched over by the UN. which has pressed Greece and Turkey to conduct direct talksPhotograph: Graham Trott'Katz 
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Are homeless people worth 
just2mjnutes of your time? 
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T HE NUMBER of homeless famiies in the UK has almost 
doubled in the last fifteen years. Shelter believes 
much more decisive action is needed. 

When you look at the figures, providing 
decent housing for homeless people makes 
economic sense. The savings on social 
services and extra health care costs alone 
would make it economically worthwhile. 

And what price do you put on ruined lives? 

The children, for nstance, who may never 
know a real home... 





it’s not about politics, it’s about 
getting homeless people decent homes, (fPle, 
and off the streets. But to get this 
message across we need to know 




5!? 


what you feet about homelessness. 

Please spend just two minutes of your time 
completing this survey, and return it as soon as you 
can. if you can also make a donation of £15 (or 
whatever you can afford) we would be very grateful 
We want to publish the results as soon as possible, 
so please don’t delay. 



Shelter National Opinion Survey on Homelessness 


, 


Please help ds make this the widest ever survey of 
attitudes to homelessness. Your contribution will 
be much appreciated, and your answers treated in 
the strictest confidence. Please complete and 
return by January 22nd 1997. 


Q1. Are you aged: 


18-24 CJ 
45-54 □ 


Q2. Do you: 


25-34 □ 
55-64 □ 


35-44 D 
65-74 □ 


75+ n 


own your own home or 
have a mortgage? 

rent privately? 

rent from a Housing Association 
or local authority? 

live in someone else's home? 

other 


□ 

□ 

□ 

C 

□ 


Q3. Do you share your home with: 

children? Yes □ No D 


partner/husband/ 
wife or anyone else 
related to you? 

Someone not related 
to you? 


Yes □ No 
Yes □ No O 


Q4. Have you ever been homeless or at serious 
risk of losing your home yourself (through a 
tenancy ending, not being able to afford the 
rent or mortgage, break up of relationship, or 
other reason}? 

Yes I J NoO 


Q5. Do you know anyone else who is either 
homeless or at serious risk of losing their 
home in such a way? 

At risk of homelessness Yes !Z No □ 
Actually homeless Yes □ No □ 


Q6. Bad housing can have serious long-term 
consequences. Please show how important 
you view these problems as being (tick one 
box only for each problem; 1 being the most 
important): 

1 2 3 

Children doing badly at school Z □ □ 

People suffering asthma, 
bronchitis and other 

serious diseases Z □ G 

People becoming more 

dependent on social services Z □ □ 


Q7. Do you agree or disagree that homelessness 
has a bad effect on the following? 

The families and individuals concerned 
Agree n Disagree Z Don't know □ 

Local communities 

Agree G Disagree Z Don't know □ 
Society as a whole 

Agree G Disagree G Don’t know G 
The economy 

Agree □ Disagree G Don't know G 


Q8. Do you think politicians are at present 
sufficiently concerned about the plight of 
homeless people? 


Yes □ 


NoG 


Don’t know □ 


Q9. Would you be willing to write a letter to an 
MP which might help to get homeless people 
housed? 


Yes D 


No □ 


Don’t know □ 


Q10. Would you be willing to make a donation to 
Shelter to help homeless people? 


Yes □ 


No □ 


Name: 

Mr/Mr4fUi53,'Ms_ 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE! 


Address: 


. Postcode: . 


Telephone No:. 


Thank you for your time. If you would tike to make a 
donation, please return your cheque, made out to 
‘Shelter’, with this survey. We suggest £15, but any 
amount you can give will be greatly appreciated. 

Here is my gift of: £15 □ Other £ 


Please return this whole survey to us, Shelter, 
FREEPOST, Room 206, 88 Old Street, London 
EC1B 1ND. 


Shelter 

30th anniversary 

Registered In London: 1038133 Chanty Number 363710 


All monei iflised mil go lomuch Shelter's campaijining and vita* services 
Shensi never make* the names and addresses el us supporters available id 
commeicial orflarusaikjns. from Ume to time however, we mar seed your name lo 
other fundraising organisations. If you would preler not to receive these 
comiraimcatlons. please tick [hie bo» 0 96506 
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The ortolan stirs up trouble behind a white napkin 

_ . .... - * i»ar were canrored and 


iphn Lichfield 

Paris 

This is the Sory of a smafl biid, the Iasi sup- 
per of a dying president - and the in- 
creasingly bizarre pronouncements of a 
remote and unpopular prime minister. 

It concerns, above all, a rare sub-species 
of bunting, called the ortolan, which has 
the misfortune to taste, if fattened and 
cooked in the right way, like a mixture of 
truffles and p&te de foie gras. 

Ortolans are, by Gascon tradition, eat- 
en whole and still aflam e - beaks, wings, 
feathers, legs, innards and alL Served in this 


ntnal mann er, they are part delicacy, part 
macho and, recently, an act of south- 
western regional defiance of interfering 
Paris bureaucrats and Brussels Eurocrats. 

Since 1987, by European Union direc- 
tive and reluctant French decree, the bunt- 
ing, selling and eating of ortolans has been 
a contravention (fifth class) of the French 
Rural Code, punishable (technically) by a 
stiff fine. The chief effect of the decree has 
been enormously to increase the price of 
ortolans, which can now fetch up to £35 
each on the black market. 

This fact was remarked upon recently by 
Alain Juppe, a Gascon by birth. Mayor of 


ISO 000 ortolans a year were captured and 

Bordeaux, and the least popular Prime Min- Protection of Birds protested to the ing a charred, but entire ortolan. “Those ^ Birina their migration ihrottgfa Fhmce : 
ister of France since records began. In an European Commission. who had already been through the ordeal ^ Bousr ^-Dubourg said the government 

interview with magazine, given as part A few days later, extracts were published once, looked at each other m astonisQ , ma <j e the capture ot ortolans 

of a campaign to seem less aloof and egg- from a new book on the final months of ment,” wrote Mr Benamou. The tabl ^y ^n y illegal The hunting fobbyre- 

headed, he said: “What is amusing about President Francois Mitterrand, also a son tened in embarrassment as the tonner ^ ortolans had been hunted since 

ortolans is that it is forbidden to hunt and of thegastronomkally inventive south-west president masdeated the little bird to a paste _ __ _ t J mg . fhat no more than 4QM)0wCTe 
E*n »h(>m hul unit ran ctill finH thpm in The author, Georges-Marc Benamou, re- behind the nankin, in the approved man- isuomi this amounted to less 


seD them but you can still find them in all 
the best places." 

Mr Juppe, presumably attempting to 
sound like a man of the soil, managed to 
sound like an elitist snob who did not let 
the law interfere with his pleasures. Ani- 
mal welfare groups were furious. Brigitte 
BardoL, self-appointed defender of French 
wildlife, was indignant The League for the 


oi lucgasuuuuuuwuuy ujYcuuvc auuiu-wm- , ■ UrtirwiT rimes' {MI DD iwi c 

The author, Georges-Marc Benamou, re- behind the napkin, in theapproved man- h and this amounted to less 

vealed that at a New Year’s Eve supper in ner, before swallowing it. Then Mitterrand re* inercent of the European population, 
the region Mitterrand consumed, inter lay back in his chair, his face beaming in man - pc ^ satirical newspaper Le 
alia, .in nostars and two ortolans. ^ecstasv". Eight davs later he died. Canard Enchoine gave Mitterrand the 


alia, 30 oysters and two ortolans. 

After grabbing the last of 12 birds, the These revelations have unleashed anur- '-«'*«"« L^iVs last word on the controversy, 
dying prSdenTdisap,...: ed for a second ly of ortolan stories into French press. Only says a ghostly, bit 

time behind the large, white napkin, which the bird protection league remains una- S>0 wn , lbe Socialist President, 

is ritually placed over the head of anyone mused. Allain Bougrain-Dubourg. the ’ aJso ^ leftist ortolans." 

about to indulge in the horrific act of eat- league’s president, claimed that up to There can 


■‘ecstasy". Eight days later he died. 

These revelations have unleashed a flur- 


Milosevic relies 

on grey market 
to keep afloat 




Andrew Gumbel 

Belgrade 

Apart from the street demon- 
strations, the pressure of the in- 
ternational community, the 
growing divisions among his 
own supporters and the gener- 
al embarrassment at being 
caught cheating at the ballot 
box, there is another reason why 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
needs to resolve the political cri- 
sis racking Serbia as quickly as 
possible: the country is running 
out of money. 

The economy has lurched 
from disaster to disaster since 
the beginning of the Balkan 
wars in 1991, weathering hyper- 
inflation, international isola- 
tion and the establishment of a 
system which has concentrated 
wealth in the hands of the cho- 
sen few while leaving more 
than half the countiy on or be- 
low the poverty line. 

For a long ume the Serbian 
people seemed remarkably re- 
silient to such hardships, but the 
new wave of anti-government 
feeling has made them far less 
tolerant. In the past few weeks, 
the government has dug deep 
into its pockets to catch up 
with pensions arrears, cut elec- 
tricity prices and keep the riot 
polio: happy. These things re- 
quire hard currency, and hard 
currency is one thing the Serbian 


^ M ERCURY 


leadership does not have - at 
least not officially. 

The country's trade deficit for 
1996 is estimated at $2.2bn 
(£13bn), while official reserves 
deposited at the Yugoslav Na- 
tional Bank are no more than 
$3 00m. Nobody knows exactly 
how the country is making up 
the shortfall but it is almost cer- 
tainly via the semi-legal or ille- 
gal web of financial trans- 
actions, offshore h anking ar- 
rangements and secret funding 
the government has built up 
over the past few years. 

“It is impossible that the 
trade deficit is being financed by 
legal sources." says Ml ad j an 
Dinkic, an economics professor 
at Belgrade University and au- 
thor of a critique of the Milo- 
sevic system, entitled The Eco- 
nomics of Destruction. One way 
the government manages to 
raise funds, he believes, is by 
squeezing it out of the people. 

In the past few days, the Yu- 
goslav dinar has yo-yoed dra- 
matically in street trade, waver- 
ing from 3.8 to the German 
mark up to five and then down 
again to 42 - a sure sign, ac- 
cording to Professor Dinkic, of 
government manipulation. 

in effect, the state-controlled 
commercial banks deny cash to 
their customers, forcing them to 
sell hard currency from their 
savins to street traders, who are 


also controlled by the state. The 
more they sell, the weaker the 
dinar becomes. Then, after a 
few days, the banks loosen their 
credit squeeze and the dinar 
strengthens. The dealers seQ the 
hard currency they have bought 
and make a tidy profit, which 
they pass on to die government. 

The process is illegal Pro- 
fessor Dinkic says, because h is 
an issue of new money that en- 
tirety bypasses the central bank 
and requires an increase in the 
banks' debt exposure well be- 
yond the established limit But 
the government bas used the 
tactic several times in the past 
two years, at the risk of reignit- 
ing the hyper inflation that 
raged through Serbia in 1992-93. 

By now, such “grey issues" of 
new money are not enough to 
keep the ship afloat. Other 
covert sources of hard curren- 
cy probably include profits from 
the black market in cigarcu.es, 
and company profits ploughed 
into Yugoslav-controlled off- 
shore banks run by confidants 
of Mr Milosevic. 

If Mr Milosevic stays in pow- 
er and fails to change his poli- 
cies radically, his resources are 
likely to dwindle fast He can try 
to unfreeze Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro’s share of former Yu- 
goslavia’s assets held in Basle. 
Buttime is against him -exactly 1 
how much time, nobody knows. ' 



Symmetry in white: An employee shovelling snow from the steps leading to the Belvedere pavilion of the Saxonian state vineyards at Wackerbartft 
Castle in Radebeuf, near Dresden yesterday after a fresh snowfalls covered the terraced gardens of the baroque compound Photograph: AFP 

Protesters storm Bulgarian assembly 


Adrian Bridge 

Dozens of anti-government 
protesters broke into the build- 
ing housing Bulgaria’s parlia- 
ment yesterday during a protest 
to demand early parliamentary 
elections. Police tried to block 
the protesters' way with tables 
inside the building, and used 
tear gas to try to disperse hun- 
dreds of oppositon supporters 


who had surrounded the par- 
liament in a human chain. 

Their protest came after the 
ruling Bulgarian Socialist Party 
(BSP) refused to vote on a “sal- 
vation declaration" proposed 
by the opposition Union of De- 
mocratic Forces (UDF) that 
called for an eariy national polL 

But parliament began an ex- 
rrordinaiy session to discuss 
the opposition's declaration and 


voting started on the proposal. 
The opposition says the BSP has 
failed to tackle the county’s eco- 
nomic crisis and lacks support 
to form a government. 

While demonstrators in Ser- 
bia have now taken to the 
streets for more than 50 days in 
succession, their counterparts in 
Bulgaria only began their pro- 
tests last week, drawing ever in- 
creasing numbers each day. 


UDF leaders, in part inspired 
by events in Belgrade, hope 
their protests will gather a sim- 
ilar momentum and are trying 
to draw on similarities in the de- 
monstrators' cause. ‘“We protest 
against one and the same dis- 
credited Communist regimes." 
said UDF leader, Ivan Rostov. 

Although both Bulgaria and 
Serbia are ruled by ex-Cotn- 
munist Socialist parties, there 


are important differences in 
their protests. Whereas the 
Serbian demonstrators seek a 
reversal of the government’s 
cancellation of opposition local 
election victories, the Bulgari- 
ans are trying to oust a gov- 
ernment which, whileUm- pop- 
ular, was legitimately elected to 
power in December 1994 - and 
which still has two years of its 
mandate to run. 
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Pain of devotion: Christian fanatics in Manila grimace as they scramble to get their hand on a rope used to pull a 
supposedly miraculous statue of Christ, during an annual religious festival Photograph: Romeo Ranoco/Reuters 


Patten embroiled in 
Hong Kong lying row 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


A scandal engulfing the Hong 
Kong government deepened 
yesterday after allegations that 
officials, from Governor Chris 
Patten down, lied about the cir- 
cumstances in which Lawrence 
Leung, head of the immigration 
department, left office last year. 

It questions Mr Patten’s 
claim to be leading an honest 
administration and the integri- 
ty of leading officials, who said 
Mr Leung was not dismissed but 
left for personal reasons. 

He denied this yesterday 
when he appeared before a 
legislators' inquiry and said he 
was told the government “no 
longer trusted him”: be was giv- 
en the choice of resigning or be- 
ing dismissed. He also 
confirmed he was the subject of 
a six-month corruption investi- 
gation for living beyond his 


means and that he maintained 
unusually dose ties with Chi- 
nese officials. 

His testimony before the 
committee, which faced weeks 
of stonewalling by officials, 
united all shades of opinion in 
fury against the administration. 
Allen Lee. leader of the Liber- 
al Party, said that if the gov- 
ernment had been found lying 
to the people in any other 
country, it would be toppled. It 
now seems likely the commit- 
tee will take the unprecedent- 
ed step of summoning the 
Governor to explain himself. 

Yesterday Mr Leung said he 
was harassed over a three- year 
period but bad no idea why he 
was being treated this way nor 
why he was forced to resign. He 
stressed that he was cleared of 
corruption allegations. How- 
ever, other allegations have 
been aired, stating that he se- 
cretly supplied information to 


the Chinese government about 
Chinese dissidents and dis- 
closed secret details of who 
laid been given Britsh passports 
under the British scheme which 
allows Hong Kong residents to 
remain in the colony but gives 
the option of an escape-hatch 
if the situation deteriorates 
under Chinese rule. 

There were also allegations 
about Mr Leung’s department 
allowing a Hood of Chinese 
immigrants to come into Hong 
Kong. None of the claims has 
been substantiated. 

Mr Leung went to some 
lengths to boast of his good con- 
nections with Chinese officials. 
Asked to give an account of 
what he did after being dis- 
missed. he omitted to say that 
within hours he met Chen 
Zuo’er. a Chinese officials re- 
sponsible for negotiating with 
Britain over handover arrange- 
ments for Hong Kong, litis 


came to light after a legislator 
rushed into the chamber, say- 
ings member of the public had 
called to say Mr Leung hud 
been spotted with Mr Chen in 
a coffee-shop the day he was 
fired. Mr Leung confirmed this, 
saying he told Mr Chen he was 
“sorry. I can't co-operate with 
you any more”. He added: “I 
had to tell him some of my feel- 
ings. I can't say 1 didn’t give him 
(he impression that I am being 
persecuted.” Mr Leung also 
disclosed that he held regular 
meetings with Chinese officuds. 
such asMr Chen, “at which my 
work was reviewed and how to 
improve it” was discussed. 

Last night Lam Woon- 
kwong. Secretary for the Civil 
Service, admitted that Mr 
Leung w as forced to resign but 
said it “was his choice”. He said 
the government could not have 
disclosed this previously be- 
cause of confidentiality rules. 


significant shorts 


Death-crash 
diplomat may 
be tried in US 

President Eduard 
Shevardnadze said he was 
prepared to waive the 
immunity of a Georgian 
diplomat involved in a car 
crash in Washington in 
which an American, Joviane 
Waltrick, 16, died. He also 
said Georgy Makharadze 
should stay in the US until 
an inquiry was completed 
“unless a different 
agreement between the two 
governments is reached". 
Reuter - Tbilisi 

l&ltsntobecff 
fir three weeks 

Boris Yeltsin's absentee 
presidency is to continue at 
least another three weeks 
because of his pneumonia 
and seems certain to delay 
the tackling of economic and 
social problems. His 
physician, Sergei Mironov, 
said he didn't “dare speak of 
a breakthrough yet". 

Phil Reeves- Moscow 

Striker’s 
fiery protest 

A South Korean worker set 
himself on fire in protest at 
a new labour law sifter a 
court issued arrest warrants 
for union leaders. The man 
had 30-per-cent bums but 
was not critical. 

Reuter- Seoul 

Haxhafe widow 
scents freedom 

Nexhmije Hoxha, 76. widow 
of the Albanian dictator 
Enver Hoxha, left jail after 
serving five years for 
embezzling state cash. 
Reuter- Tirana 


Maoists kill 16 
police in South 
India offensive 

The Maoist People’s War 
Group killed 16 people in an 
attack on a police station in 
south India. Two squads of 
guerrillas raided the station 
in Karakagudem, Andhra 
Pradesh, and exchanged 
gunfire with police for more 
than half an hour. 

Reuter - Hyderabad 

UK and Spain 
to fight drugs 

Britain and Spain were 
determined to defeat 
drug- trafficking, particularly 
o f cocaine and hashish, lom 
Sackviile, a Home Office 
Minister, said after meeting 
his Spanish counterpart, 
Ricardo Marti Fluxa. 
Elizabeth Nash - Madrid 

Mobiituhas 
mare surgery 

President Mobutu Sese Seko 
of Zaire, who has prostate 
cancer, underwent minor 
surgery in Monaco a day 
after returning to his French 
Riviera villa following a brief 
visit to his country. 

AP- Monaco 

Israeli army’s 
gay legacy 

A court ordered the Israeli 
army to recognise a gay man 
as the spouse of a deceased 
colonel and extend him the 
same benefits as military 
widows, including a pension. 
"The appeals committee 
decided it would recognise 
Adir Steiner as an army 
widower and grant him the 
according rights," a court 
spokesman said. 

Reuter - Jerusalem 


Renewing vour home insurance 
in January or February 
and want to save money ? 


If you are 50 or over call free 


0800 414 525 

quoting reference 
ID1702 


SAGA 

Services Ltd 


Line open Monday to Friday BJhn ■ 7pm. 

Satnfda*) tea ■ 1pm 
Sa»i>CK4> l*» *00*1 fcr or mag m mtonnaBBn rDo* amm pnmtaf Dp now Saga 
uvm and pa kitomafeai te im conpanM B> smHa man la da bo. 
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Get the facts about HRT 


ny woman approaching or 
ling through the menopause 
dav has the option of 
king HRT - the biggest 
nd most controversial) 
sue in women's health since 
ie advent of the Pill. 
■jderstanding HRT and the 
enopause arms you with the 
genual facts to decide if it's 
»ht for you. 

iis invaluable guide from 
hich? will help you weigh 
i for yourself the pros and 
ns of hormone replacement 
erapy. Honest, reliable, 
formative and highly 
adable. it looks at many 
tal issues, including: 
sympLoms and signs of 
e menopause • managing 
c menopause with or 
tbout HRT • breast cancer 
id the links between 
ncer and hormone treatment 
Kieoporosis • ihc importance 
diet, exercise and stress 


management * the need 
for regular screening and 
health checks • and more 
besides! 

Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause gives women the 
opportunity to rake control 
at a challenging time in 
their lives and make a 
truly informed, responsible 
decision about their health. 
Why don’t you invest in a 
copy today? 

Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause costs just £9.99 
(plus £1.50 P&P). To order, 
send your name and address, 
the book title and your payment 
(cheque made payable to 
Which? Ltd or credit card 
number with expiry date) 

to: Which?, PO Box 89, Depr 
SP174. Hertford, SG14 1TB. 
Orders are normally 
despatched within 14 days of 
receipt. Full refund sQ g 
if not satisfied. 




Prevent grey hairs with our special 
stress-free mortgage for first time buyers. 




. v. , * * • 

■ . .■ . ; f. '' • 


Before 


After 


Worried about premature greyness? 

Worry no more. Ailiancs & Leicester has a 
tonic that makes a;!. your mortgage worries 


miraculously aisappear. 


A package that includes up to £4000 cashback 
(2% of your loan), so you can afford that 
extra furniture you need. Free accident, slckret 
and unemployment insurance cover until 
31 December 1997, to put your mind at rest.' 


What about those hidden fees? 


Relax. Unlike most lenders, we won't charge a 
High Percentage Loan Fee (that's what you 
normally pay when you borrow more than 75% 
of the value of your house). 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


We don't charge arrangement fees either. 
And vte'IS even refund your valuation charge. 


If you stiii think you've spotted a grey hair, 
simply consult your branch Mortgage Advisor 
to relieve you of any unnecessary worries. 


'.o find out mere, caimiy poo into your icca! 
branch or cal! us on 0300 412 214. 


You can stop looking in the mirror now 
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In the temples of Hollywood, they like 


to look after the stars of Scientology 


A constellation of Hollywood 
stars and leading producers 
and directors sign a joint letter 
defending a religious group 
which has frequently been de- 
ridcd as a cult and p inning ac- 
cusations of Nazism on modem 
Germany and the reaction in 
America is, shall we say, mut- 
ed, It barely registers, in fact. 

That -the absence of surprise 
and debate in the United States 
- is almost more remarkable 
than the act itself. Is Lhe Amer- 
ican media intimidated by this 
group's fearsome reputation 
for taking out lawsuits or is what 
happened here simply not con- 
sidered especially unusual? 

We are talking, of course, 
about the full-page advertise- 
ment placed inis week in the 
International Herald Tribune 
lambasting the German gov- 
ernment for its intolerance of 
the Church of Scientology. 
Signed by such figures as Dustin 


The sect of the 'Thetans' has acquired a kind of 
respectability in the US, says David Usborne 


Ho ffman . Goldie Hawn, Mario 
Puzo and Aaron Spelling, it ex- 
plicitly evoked the Nazi atroci- 
ties against the Jews six decades 
ago and the Holocaust 

The letter’s author was 
Bertram Fields, a well-known 
lawyer to the stare. A Jew, he 
is not a Scientologist and nor are 
the 33 other signatories. He has 
explained that he was acting on 
a conviction that Scientologists 
were a persecuted minority in 
Germany who needed protec- 
tion. 

“I decided that if I was going 
to stand by my principles, I had 
to do something about this." be 
said. “I sent a detailed letter to 
a number of my friends, in ad- 
dition to a copy of this letter, 
and asked if they would sign it 


Surprisingly, most of the peo- 
ple I sent it to agreed." 

Scientology would seem like 
a risky cause for public figures 
to become associated with. 
Founded by the American sci- 
ence fiction writer, L Ron Hub- 
bard (LRH to church members) 
in the Fifties, the church has suf- 
fered always from the percep- 
tion of outsiders that it is both 
batty in its beliefs and manip- 
ulative and dangerous in its re- 
cruiting and use of members' 
money. 

The doctrine was laid out in 
Hubbard's 1950 book, Dianedcs. 
The church promises those who 
join that h woD “dear” their spir- 
its through “auditing". Hub- 
bard taught his followers that 
they were vessels for immortal 


souls called Thetans. The ene- 
my of Thetans are Engrains, 
which can be purged by audit- 
ing. An device called the E-me- 
ter measures yourjEngram lewd. 

Scientologists have come un- 
der public assault in several 
countries other than Germany, 
notably in France, Canada and 
the US. The sect's standing in 
America in recent years, how- 
ever, has recovered somewhat. 
In part this is because of its suc- 
cessful programmes for instance 
on drag abuse and graffiti. 

It is in Hollywood itself, how- 
ever, that the church has un- 
doubtedly soored biggest. In the 
studios of La-La Land, Scien- 
tology has become almost 
trendy. It does not hurt, of 
course, that among its disciples 


are the likes of Tom Cruise, his 
wife, Nicole Kidman and the 
other star du jour, John Travol- 
ta. Others said either to support 
the church or to be full mem- 
bers of it are Demi Moore, 
Priscilla Presley, Kirstie Alley 
and Shirley Maclaine. 

Some Germans boycotted 
Tbm Cruise’s last blockbuster, 
Mission: Impossible, because of 
his beliefs. Mr Cruise is a 
mighty property, however, 
whom everyone in the industry 
needs to be seen to be sup- 
porting. And there is Mr Tra- 
volta. He has publicly attributed 
his return to success to his 
membership of the Church of 
Scientology. 

Helmut Kohl may fulminate 
and sensible thinkers in Europe 
may be aghast. The friends of 
Mr Fields - or friends, rather, 
of Mr Cruise and Mr Havolia 
- are not likely to be harbour- 
ing regrets. 


Angry Germany points to the past 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Germans of all political persuasions and 
religious beliefk united yesterday to re- 
but the slur that their country was con- 
ducting a Nazi-style persecution of 
Scientologists. 

“It is disgraceful and irresponsible to 
draw such historical parallels which are 
completely out of touch with reality" said 
Michel Friedman, a board member of 
the Centra] Council of Jews in Germany 
“It’s totally off the mark. Ibday we have 
a democracy and a state based on the 
rule of law. Then it was a dictatorship." 

The “open letter" from 34 leading 
American entertainers, published as an 
advertisement in the International Her- 
ald Tribune, drew fire from opposition 
and government alike. Elans Kinkel, the 
Foreign Minister, accused Scientologists 
of “distorting history”. 

Rudolf Scfaarping, the leader of the 
largest opposition group, the Social De- 
mocrats, said: “This letter is not ac- 
ceptable, especially because of the 
scandalous comparison of today’s 



True evil: Germans are outraged at the comparison made with the Nazis 


Germany with Hitler’s fascist rule." 

The commentators agreed that the let- 
ter; addressed to Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, was in exceptionally bad taste. 
“They picked the highest address in 
Bonn and the lowest point in German 
history;" wrote the daily Du? Welt. “The 
resnlt is the nastiest public 


attack against the Federal Republic." 

The republic will survive , but the 
Church of Scientology’s days in Ger- 
many may be numbered. Edmund 
Stoibei; the Prime Minister of Bavaria, 
promised yesterday to “go after this or- 
ganisation" with renewed vigour. 
Bavaria has already banned members 


of the sect from stale jobs and the teach- 
ing profession, a measure which the con- 
servative government in Bonn wants to 
implement nation-wide. Scientologists, 
believed to number about 30,000 in Ger- 
many; are also excluded from all mqjor 
parties and several trade organisa- 
tions. 

These measures are already the most 
repressive in Europe, but the govern- 
ment has mooted further restrictions 
which would effectively drive the sect un- 
derground. There are proposals to 
place the Church of Scientology under 
observation, to be watched by an office 
which keeps track of all extremist 
groups. 

This kind of vigilance is indeed a lega- 
cy of tbe Nazi era, but not in the way that 
the Hollywood stars understand. Under 
the Federal Republic’s constitution, all 
organisations which aim to subvert 
democracy are proscribed. 

To Germans, tbe Scientologists' mind- 
bending techniques and their habit of 
radiating their propaganda through 
prominent personalities smacks of 
Nazism. 



Disciples: Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman are among Hollywood's leading Scientologists 


Making a mighty avalanche out of a snow flurry 


It’s that time of year again. When grown 
men glance nervously and constantly at the 
heavens, when local newscasters adopt a 
tone suggesting that a few dozen Russian 
intercontinental ballistic missiles are at that 
moment headed towards the capital of die 
free world, and when the populace strips 
supermarket shelves bare in an attempt to 
avoid Armageddon. Washington, in other 
words, is about to receive its first snow of 
the winter. 

After days of advance publicity, tbe trau- 
matic event occurred on Thursday, dosing 
schools across the region, allowing feder- 
al workers to take the day off, and sweep- 
ing all other news aside. Now you might 


have thought we'd have learnt to handle 
this sort of thing. Exactly a year ago. the 
Blizzard of 96 struck, dumping two feet of 
snow and paralysing the city for a week. 
That was a truly amazing event, of which 
our grandchildren will rightly speak in awe. 
But despite the best efforts of Mayor Mar- 
ion Barry, and the virtual absence in the 
bankrupt District of Columbia of a single 
functioning snow plough, we survived. 
This time, however, everyone knew in ad- 
vance it wouldn't be more than two inches. 


can weather is often genuinely exritip|. 


But why let facts get in the way of a media- 
generated panic ? 


What makes the ftiss doubly absurd is 
that unlike its British equivalent, Ameri- 


Here there is no need to ponder the 
ference lovingly drawn by British weather- 
casters between “sunshine but some 
scattered showers", and “showers with a few 
sunny intervals". Last weekend in DC, 
T-shuts were the order of the hour as the 
temperature hit a record 23C. Four days 
later we were 28 degrees cooler. This is a 
land of climatic extremes, of hurricanes, tor- 
nados, droughts, dustbowls, and Biblical 
floods. Take the last two weeks out West. 


Great swathes of California, Nevada, Ore- 
gon and Washington state have been 
designated disaster areas after once-in-a- 
century flooding which caused $2bn 
(JEl.lbn) of damage in California alone. 
They even had to dose the casinos in Reno, 
Nevada. That is serious. 

Out on the northern plains a blast of Arc- 
tic air has reduced the temperature in Bis- 
marck, North Dakota, to around -22G With 
30mph winds, the wind chill reading is -60G 

But DC’s weather forecasters don't men- 


tion this truly newsworthy freeze, as they 
hype the petty inconvenience closer to home. 
Their advice veers from the bossy to the 
fatuous. Do drive carefully, wear warmer 
clothes, allow extra time to get to work. But 
such statements of the obvious pale beside 
the pearls dispensed by another of their 
number. If you go out in the car, he coun- 


selled. take emergency supplies, including 
:d food. , 


water, biscuits and tinnccTfood. All this in 
Metro Washington, one of the most afflu- 
ent and thickly populated areas in the coun- 
try, where you’re nevermore than 100 yards 
from a Volvo station wagon. 

And the hysteria will doubtless contin- 
ue. America being America, safety is 


sought in gadgetxv and statistics. Since last - 
year, DC has installed a computerised mon- 
itoring system that tracks pavement tem- 
peratures across the city. No less comforting 
was news that in the Maryland suburbs, 350 
workers spread 56,000 tonnes of salt, while 
their opposite numbers in northern Virginia 
had spread a combination of salt and Liq- 
uid calcium chloride on 13,000 lane-miles 
of highway by 6am. When you're stuck in 
the usual commuting traffic jam, such 
□umbers have a wonderfully soothing, 
hypnotic effect. Who knows, they might 
even help us over a Russian audear attack. 


* 


Rupert Cornwell 


We think it’s time you went away 


T he Independent and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday would like to in- 
vite you to take a hotel break and 
enjoy two nights for the price of one. 
Simply pay for one night's bed and break- 
fast and you will get the next night, in- 
cluding breakfast, free. Prices are based 
on two people sharing a double or twin 
room. 

All the participating hotels are members 
of the Minotel consortium and many will 
allow you to enjoy a longer stay on the 
same basis; pay for two nights and slay 
for four, for example. You can check this 
with your chosen hotel when you make 
your initial reservation. 

There are more than 80 Minotel ho- 
tels participating in this offer, all of which 
are located in England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Whies. All the hotels offer top-dass 
comfort and pride themselves on pro- 
viding a personal service that many larg- 
er establishments cannot match. 

A list of the participating Minotel ho- 
tels will be printed in tomorrow’s Inde- 
pendent on Sunday and again In 
Mondays Independent. 


January and Saturday IS January and in 
the Independent on Sunday on 19 Jan- 
uary (a confirmation booking form will 
also be published on these dates). When 
youhavefomtokensandavotKher.sim- 
pty fbDow the booking procedure detailed 
below. If you would like to take more 
than one 2 for 1 break, just collect four 
tokens and one voucher for each sepa- 
rate occasion that you wish to go. Today 
we print Token 1; Token 2 will be print- 
ed m tomorrow’s Independent on Sun- 
day. 
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Booking Procedure 

1. All bookings must be made by telephone 
direct with each individual hoteL Caflers must 
identity themselves as “Independent 2 for 
1 voucher holders" as some hotels may have 
standard or superior rooms available at nor- 
ma] rates when their allocation of 2 for 1 
rooms is fulL 
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How to Qualify 

To qualify for your 2 for 1 break, you must 
collect four differently numbered tokens 
(including at least one from the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday). We are printing 
nine tokens in The independent and the 
Independent on Sunday from Saturday 
1 1 until Sunday 19 January. Then attach 
them to cue of the vouchers we are print- 
ing in The Independent cm Tuesday 14 


1 All bookings must be pre- paid and reser- 
vations can be confirmed over the telephone 
by credit card holders at most hotels 

3. Voucher holders wishing to pay by other 
methods can make a provisional booking by 
phone which the hotel will keep open for 
48 hours pending receipt of the confirma- 
tion booking form and payment which will 
be acknowledged by the hotel on the day it 
is received. If you do not receive such an "ac- 
knowledgement within seven days, you are 
advised to contact the hotel. 

4. Vouchers must be surrendered on arrival 
at the hotel and can be used on one occa- 
sion only. 

5. Vouchers are valid from 11 January to 30 
September 1997. 
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Pictured today is Che- 
quers Hotel in Pufbor- 
ough. West Sussex. This 
country hotel with luxury 
ensuite rooms, costs from 
£79 for a double or twin 
room for one night. This 
hotel has a highly recom- 
mended restaurant, hold- 
er of an AA rosette. 


^IHE INDEPENDENT ^INDEPENDENT 


Terms and Conditions 

1. tb participate in our 2 for 1 offer you must 
collect 4 differently numbered lokuus in- 
cluding one from the Independent on Sun- 
day and attach them to a voucher. If you would 
like to lake more then one 2 for I break, just 
collect four tokens and one voucher for each 
separate occasion that you wish to go. 

2. The voucher may be redeemed at any par- 
ticipating Minotel hotel las listed in the In- 
dependent on Sunday, 12 January, and The 
Independent. 13 January) for one free night’s 
bed and breakfast for two people in a stan- 
dard twin or double room when the first nigh ty 
bed and breakfast is pro-purchased qi the price 
indicated. 

3. Some hotels, at the proprietor’s discretion, 
wfl] accept the voucher for longer stays on the 
same basis, so you can stay for 4 nights for 
the price of 2 for example. Please check with 
your chosen hotel when making your book- 
ing. 

4. The voucher does not cover payment for 
any other meals or service that may be re- 
quested ty the bolder and cannot be used with 
any other offer, saving or discount that may 
be available at the hotel 

5. No bookings will be accepted for B-nib hol- 
iday periods. 

6. Bookings for January, February. March and 
April anno! be made more than 6 weeks in 
advance. Bookings for May and September 
cannoi be made mow than 4 weeks in ad- 
vance. Bookings for June. July and August 
cannot be made more than 7 days in advance. 

7. Voucher* arc valid from 1 1 January to 30 
September 1997. 

8. Vouchers must be surrendered on arrival 
at the hotel and can be used on one occasion 
only. 

Q. No-sluws or cancellations less tlan 14 days 
prior to the anticipated dale of arrival ut lhe 
hotel wQ] render the voucher invalid and lhe 


holder liable for payment in full for eadi night 
booked, including those previously offered 
free. 

10. All bookings made under this promotion 


are subject to availability and to tbe sdect- 

- JL iefr— ’ ’ ' 


ed hotel's own period of availability and terms 
and conditions, except where those conditions 
may differ from these in which case these con- 
ditions shall prevail 

11. Photocopies of tokens and vouchers are 
not acceptable. 

12. One child, under the age of 12 years at 
the time of booking and .sharing a room with, 
two adults will be accommodated free of 
charge but all meals, including breakfast, wifi 
be chargeable. 

13. The descriptions and prices contained in 
this offer have been supplied by participat- 
ing hotels. While every effort has been made 
to ensure their accuracy prior to publication, 
no responsibility can oe taken by Newspaper 
Publishing pic Charterhouse Promotions or 
Minotel for any error, omissions or changes 
that may take place afterwards without no- 
tice. 
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Tired of playing the waiting game 


W hy are we waiting? It is now an estab- 
lished tradition for an opposition 
leader to call, twice a week, for an 
immediate general election. We think Tony 
Blair's continuation of this ritual is tiresome. 
But it occurs to us, at the end of the first week 
of the long election campaign, to ask the Prime 
Minister why he thinks there should not be a 
general election now. We doubt that he can 
give us one good reason. He might claim that 
he has a five-year mandate, which has not yet 
expired. But last November's Queen's Speech 
confirmed that his is a government that has run 
out of things to do. His real reasons for hang- 
ing on are less elevated. Most importantly, per- 
haps, he is waiting for something to turn up. 

The parallels between John Major and Mr 
Micawber are instructive. The Conservatives 
purport to believe in Mr Micawber’s simple for- 
mula for achieving happiness: that income 
should exceed outgoings - if oniy by “ought and 
sixpence *■. But, as the national debt has doubled, 
they are reduced, like Mr Micawber, to hoping 
for a windfall. The cause of this sorry state is, 
as both Mr Major and Mr Micawber have said, 
“circumstances beyond my individual control". 

In the end, something did turn up for Mr 
Micawber, because be is found in the closing 
pages of David Copperficld. relieved of his 
debts, as a much-esteemed colonial magistrate 
in Australia. Here the helpfulness of the liter- 
ary analogy ends. Does this mean Mr Major will 
be saved by 8 million Halifax customers, grate- 


ful that, for them at least, something has turned 
up -in the form of an average £1.290 hand-out? 
Or does it mean, perhaps, that Mr Major will 
end his career as cultural attachd to Tasmania? 

It is an intriguing conundrum. Meanwhile, 
the lory game plan is to drag it out to the bit- 
ter end 5 nothing turns up, the hope is that, 
with the passage of rime, more and more 
people will feel better off. But it is hard to see 
how Mr Major will get the thanks for the Hal- 
ifax's bonanza, or any other dividend. AU the 
evidence suggests a radical disconnection 
between real personal disposable income and 
government popularity - a link which had been 
one of the iron laws of British politics. It was 
broken by a combination of the Tories' breach 
of trust on taxes and the pound’s devaluation 
out of the ERM in 1992. 

The third of Mr Major’s calculations is that 
the longer he plays it, the more the shine comes 
off Tony Blair's toothy smile and the more dif- 
ficult it becomes for Labour to travel light into 
the election. The Labour leader's strategy is 
already coming under pressure. The fact that 
the policies on taxing the rich and on electoral 
reform are not yet firmly nailed to the floor does 
not inspire confidence that Labour’s vessel is 
ready for the storms of an election campaign. 

Mr Major is no doubt fighting the last war, 
and he remembers that the decisive shift in the 
1992 election campaign was the growing 
expectation that Labour was going to win. 
Especially in the last week, this focused atten- 


X 
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tion on Neil Kinnock as a potential prime min- 
ister and the policies of his potential govern- 
ment. There is much evidence that weakly 
attached voters then voted tactically against 
Labour. Given that most voters already expect 
a Labour government this time. Lord Saatchi 
and Brian Mawhinney hope to excite our fears 
of the unknown in the same way. 

The Tory calculations have nothing to do with 
the national interest, although we welcome the 
Tory strategy to the extent that it is designed to 
flush out answers from Mr Blair. But we do not 
believe in spinning out the process for the sake 
of it: the eight questions to all parties, which we 
asked on Tuesday on behalf of the voters, could 
and should be answered now. Indeed, Mr Major 
has already answered one, saying he would 
never take Britain out of the European Union, 
and Mr Blair gets half a tick for in effect rul- 
ing out a 50p top rate of tax. 

What's more, there must be serious doubts 
about whether the Tory strategy will work. If 
billboard advertising is our equivalent of 
American television commercials, then the 
Saatchis and the Tories have trounced Labour 
in the past, but this weeks “New Labour, New 
Fail ure” campaign, with its red tear motif, 
seems unlikely to match past successes. There 
is on emotional artificiality about Dr Mawhin- 
ney’s campaign which fails to hit home. 

That is not to say Labour's response is up 
to much either, in this first week of what the 
political operatives call the 17-week “near- 


term campaign". Who remembers its poster, 
only launched the other day: a picture of Mr 
Major, asserting that he cannot he trusted on 
the economy after 22 tax rises? 

This is the sort of politics that gets us 
nowhere and puts people off. People don't 
want a long election campaign. The waiting is 
tiresome, and too many important things are 
on hold The electorate are quite happy to p«v 
attention for a few days and then do their civic 
duty, but three weeks is a bit much, let alone 
four months. 

So why not call an election for three weeks' 
time? Then the new government will have a 
real chance to prepare for the June summit in 
Amsterdam.which will set the future course of 
the EU, and politics can move on from its 
limbo. 

The lesson is that there is a strong case for 
fixed-term parliaments, something which Neil 
Kinnock advocated at the last election but on 
which Labour is - as on so many things - silent 
now. Wc accept that a definite election date 
would not shorten the pre-election razza- 
muzzle, but it would allow more certainty and 
would take away one unjustified advantage of 
incumbency - the right of the Prime Minister 
to decide when the country goes to the polls. 

Meanwhile, we should ask Mr Major 
another question in addition to 77ie Indepen- 
dent's i Eight: what does he hope to achieve for 
the country rather than his party in the next 
four months? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Shephard’s pension changes 
mean mass exodus of teachers 


Sir: It is disingenuous for Gillian 
Shephard (“Early teacher retirement 
is not a right", 9 January) to dress up 
her proposals on teacher pensions 
simply as putting “early retirement 
back on a sensible rooting". 

The timing of the changes is 
leading to an employer-encouraged 
mass exodus of over-50-ycar-olds 

(. ivho will leave teaching before 
T April 1997, while they are still 
entitled to a pension. The exodus 
will play havoc with the education of 
students and pupils, especially those 
facing examinations in June and 
July: and put extra financial pressure 
on the Teachers' Pension Scheme, 
when the purpose of the proposed 
changes is to reduce such pressure. 
SEB SCHMOLLER 
Sheffield 

Sin Gillian Shephard argues that it 
is her duty to ensure that teachers 
enjoying good health and secure 
employment should continue in 
service until they are 60. 

However, the Government's 
proposals would also deny a pension 
to teachers over 50 who are made 
compulsorily redundant These days 
this is an increasingly likely and 
frightening prospect for many, since 
all further education colleges and 
many schools are independent 
institutions without the support and 
resources of a local education 
, > authority. Thirty years or so of hard 
labour in the classroom would then 
in ail likelihood be followed by 
unemployment and impoverishment. 

If she wishes to avoid leaving a 
legacy of fear and bitterness in the 
profession. Mrs Shephard needs 
urgently to re-examine her proposals 
to eliminate such injustice. 

STEVEN TU RNBULL 
Torquay, Devon 

Sin Gillian Shephard is right to 
observe that schools and colleges will 
not acknowledge all the costs of 
premature retirement schemes if 
costs are pooled rather than assigned 
to particular schools. But who 

Quit the City for a 
high-pressure life 

Sin Hamish McRae's contributions 
to national debates are always worth 
■ I a read. In today's article f 'Tax on the 
rich that delivers few votes and less 
revenue". 10 January), however, he 
perpetuates the false assumption that 
working for a charity is less high- 
pressured than a job in the City. 

As a former investment banker 
who moved to the charity sector 
three years ago, I can assure you 
that the challenges faced by charity 
managers - increasing competition 
for funds, pressures for improved 
performance from donors and 
beneficiaries, anticipating the 
impact of the rapid changes in the 
sector's environment in the UK and 
overseas - lead to as many, if not 
more, sleepless nights as are 
suffered by those working in 
financial services. 

What is wholly different is the 
personal satisfaction that comes from 
seeing our efforts lead to real 
improvements in the lives of our 
beneficiaries rather than to increases 
in profits, market share or our own 
wage packet. 

NIGEL SAXBY-SOFFE 
Director of Finance and IT 
Actionaid 

London N19 

family tyrants 

Sir: How can the family be a 
foundation of democracy, when 
parents are not elected? 

SIMON BtNNEY 
Cambridge 


designed the current regime? 
Conservative governments did so. It 
is rather rich for a free market 
orientated politician to lament that 
schools and teachers acted in their 
own best interest within a pattern of 
incentives designed by Conservatives. 
The problem exists in the form that it 
does because of the spurious policy 
of treating educational institutions as 
though they were firms. 

JOHN OLIVER 
London EC2 

Sin Over 40 years or more, teachers 
have paid 6 per cent of their 
salaries, and their employers more ■ 
than that, into a “National" Pension 
Fund. In other words, their pension 
contributions have disappeared into 
the public purse, which, until 
recently, has paid out less than this 
in pensions, and thereby made 
a profit. 

If those contributions had been 
invested on behalf of the teachers, 
instead of being spent, it would 
seem unlikely that the present 
shortfall could have occurred. A 
private pension fund would be 
legally bound to invest, yet a 
government is noL 
GEOFF HTNCHCUFFE 
Thetford, Norfolk 

Sin May one ask what right Gillian 
Shepherd has to use the teachers' 
ailing pension fund to resource 
“front-line education"? 

JAMES WILSON 

Banbury. Oxfordshire j 

Sir. The Education Secretary , 
expresses disbelief that four out of 
five teachers opt for retirement 
before the age of 60. The reasons. I 
they say. cannot be genuine. Clearly I 
they have not even considered the 
obvious: that the majority of 
teachers, tired of being told by 
everyone how second-rate they are. 
want to get out while they still have 
the odd shred of self-respect left. 
MALCOLM BROWN 
Surbiton, Surrev 



LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 





A rescue dinghy carrying the British yachtsman Tony Bull imore to safety on board the Australian navy 
frigate HMAS ‘Adelaide’ on Thursday Photograph: Reuter 

Warning for those in needless peril on the sea 


Sir: In view of the recent incidents 
involving single-handed sailors off 
the south-west coast of Australia it is 
time that the Marine Safety Agency 
took action to discourage such 
persons from putting to sea alone 
for long periods of time. 

They clearly cannot comply with 
the International Regulations for 
the Prevention of Collisions at Sea, 
since they arc unable to keep a 
I “proper look-out by sight and by 
hearing" 3t all times, as required by 
Rule 5. In addition, no prudent 
mariner would put themselves in the 
position of being unable to deal with 
: emergencies on their own craft or to 
assist others because of lack of 
personnel. My own experience is 
that professional mariners do nor 
regard such foolhardy expeditions in 
a favourable light. 

BARRY LEAHY 
Master Mariner 
Cardiff 


Sin If a public subscription were 
opened to help to repay the 
Australian government for the costs 
incurred in the rescue of the British 
and French sailors, I believe there 
would be many like myself who 
would be glad to contribute. The 
story has been a heart-warming relief 
from the rest of the news - and the 
weather - in this awful grey January. 
MICHAEL ADAMS 
Budleigh Salterton, 

Devon 

Sir. It is fair to ask, you say (leading 
article, S January), whether 
expensive and commercialised ways 
of gening your kicks on sea, land 
and air should be subsidised. No 
doubt the yachtsmen will speak for 
themselves, but in the context of 
mountain rescue the question has 
been examined by the Scottish 
Affairs Committee of the House of 
Commons as recently as last year. 


The RAF mountain rescue teams 
in Scotland, Wiles and England are 
in place to recover crashed aircrew, 
and if they were prevented from 
rescuing civilian climbers they would 
still have to be in place, and would 
still have to get their weekly training. 
The civilian teams are self-financing, 
relying on contributions from their 
members and other mountaineers, 
and other fund-raising such as jumble 
sales. So where is the subsidy? 
FRANK CARD 

RAF Mountain Rescue Association 
Braintree, 

Essex 

Sin Of course we’re all very pleased 
that Richard Branson and his crew 
are safe, but can somebody tell us 
what happened to the people down 
below when the six-tonne canister 
fell on them? 

FABIAN ACKER 
London SE22 


Tories to blame for the beggars’ plight I Brazil: making ancestral lands secure 


Sin Tony Blair says that 
homelessness and begging on the 
streets are not to be tolerated: some 
commentators see this as an attack 
on the people who arc begging 
(report. 2 January). 

Was I born in a golden age? For 
35 years I lived in towns such as 
Norwich. St Albans and Swindon 
without seeing a single beggar. 
Begging was something which 
happened in the Third World. Then 
suddenly, within a year or two of the 
1987 election, young people began 
begging on the streets. The effect 
was to inspire guilt, anger and a 
feeling that we could not be part of 
an inclusive prosperous society nor 
proud to be British. 

Tory spokesmen wished us to 
believe that human nature was at 
fault (as though it had suddenly 
changed that year) and that the 
beggars were idle and feckless 
people: certainly it could not be 
connected with the changes in 
eligibility For the dole of vulnerable 
young people who moved away from 
their parents to seek their first job. 
These changes occurred against the 
backdrop of a Chancellor 
transferring money to wealthy and 
middle-income people in the form of 
tax cuts. 

Through a boom, recession and 
recovery, the beggars have remained 
on our streets. The Tories won't 
change their welfare and housing 
policy to try to remove the problem, 
preferring io hold individual beggars 


responsible for their predicament. 
Will New Labour do differentlv? 
NICK WATTS 
Chippenham, Wiltshire 

Sir: I would heartily agree with 
Suzanne Moore's article on safer 
streets (8 January). We need a better, 
richer street life. 

Buskers are an important 
ingredient - they do not need 
purging from our streets but should 
be encouraged to do better. The old 
buskers who worked the West End 
theatre queues of the 1950s were 
part of an honourable and richly 
inventive tradition with not a guitar 
among them. The man who made 
ladders out of rolled-up newspaper, 
climbing three storeys on a windless 
day; the bone and spoon man; the 
woman with the sLrident voice who 
sang “Mother McCree" in your car 
until you paid her to go away: the 
three acrobats and a barrel-organ in 
Leicester Square; the old gent with 
the wind-up gramophone who did a 
tap-dance routine. All these, and 
many more, made street life 
entertaining, rich and enjoyable. 

After all, whatever the police and 
the bureaucrats do. wc shall never 
really be rid of them, nor can they 
be confined to tourist areas. The" 
more they are purged the worse 
will be their performance. Let us 
encourage them to give us good 
entertainment. 

Fr MICHAEL DAY 
London E5 


Sin Whilst it is true that the 
Brazilian government should “put 
more resources into ensuring that 
indigenous lands are respected" as 
advocated in the article “Tribes 
who won’t see the foresL for the 
sleaze" (4 January), the key 
solution is one of land ownership. 
Brazil remains the only country in 
Latin America which does not 
recognise indigenous peoples' right 
to own their land. If Indians in 
Brazil are ever going Lo live in 
security on their ancestral lands, 
recognition of communal title is the 
fundamental prerequisite. 

In Peru, for example, many 
indigenous communities have 
acquired communal land title 
around their villages and are in 
control of their territory; this has 
greatly reduced numbers of non- 

Free Ashmolean 

Sin Despite having spent four 
months in Oxford. Professor Larsen 
(letter, 7 January) has dearly not 
visited the Ashmolean Museum, 
otherwise he would have discovered 
that. despite what he claims, it is 
free of charge to ail visitors at all 
times. 

We have no current plans for 
introducing charges. 

Professor CHRISTOPHER WHITE 
Director 

.Ashmolean Museum 
Oxford 


Letters should he addressed to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 
(Tax: 0171-293 2056; e-mail: letiercfqindcpetidaitxa.uk I and include a daytime telephone number. 

Letters may be edited for length and clarity. Wj regret we are unable to acknowledge nn published letters. 


In dians invading and colonising 
their land. 

In Brazil all too often powerful 
landowners and companies use the 
courts to obtain or uphold dubious 
title within Indian land, which 
constitutionally belongs to the state. 
One shocking example has just 
occurred in the south of Brazil, 
where a cattle rancher claiming title 
has forcibly evicted a community of 
Guarani Indians from an area 
demarcated as indigenous by the 
federal authorities. Banished to 
living in shades by the roadside, the 
Indians now face a potentially long 
drawn-out battle in the courts in a 
clim ate of intimidation. 

STEPHEN CORRY 
Director General 
Survival 
London WC1 


Prison searches 

Sin The governor of Birmingham 
prison had instructed his staff to search 
visitors on the same basis as prison 
staff, that is to say, periodically (“Anger 
at search exemption for prison chiefs". 
7 January). 

Although all visitors and staff are 
searched when entering higfr-9ecurity 
prisons, Birmingham does not fall into 
that category, and procedures vary 
according lo security circumstances. 
Ann Widdecombe has visited more 
than 100 prisons while Prisons 
Minister, and is regularly searched. 

A J PEARSON 

Director of Security and Programmes 
HM Prison Service 
London SW1 


W ith the election cam- 
paign in effect begun, 
those readers who 
have decided to remain in the 
country are already starting to 
attack us for being either 
pathetically pro-Labour or 
dumbly pro-Catiservalivc. 
Since the letters are arriving at 
a similar rate and since I have 
been again informed by senior 
people in all the parties that 
The Independent is regarded as 
"unfriendly", it seems to me 
that wc arc probably - on bal- 
ance, and not eveiv day - about 
right. 

Yet wc are biased, of course 
- in editorials, on the comment 
pages, and io cartoons. VVt are 
biased towards our own 
agenda, which has grown with 
the paper, and which is based 
on political reform, free mar- 
kets and pro-Europeanism. 
Those views, argued in detail in 
numerous leaders, provide a 
template against which we can 
measure the parties' positions. 
And then what? 

First, this paper will never 
tell. its readers how to vote - 
that is a patronising, offensive 
habit, which assumes that 
newspaper readers are docile 
mental serfs to be shooed into 
one pen or another. 

But second, i think we 
should come to some kind of 
collective conclusion by the 
end of the campaign - how we 
would use our vote if we had 
one. That doesn't mean we 
become a party paper, any 
more than a thoughtful, inde- 
pendent-minded voter who 
finally plumps one way or 
another on polling day neces- 
sarily becomes a party sup- 
porter from then on. But after 
years of finger-stabbing on 
every other issue, it seems a lit- 
tle odd to suddenly turn coy on 
this one. 

Not yet, though - despite a 
moment at the beginning of the 
week when it seemed as if we 
were going to have to come off 
the fence. Tony Blair was 
reported to have converted to 
voting reform, which is a key 
Independent issue, and the 
main missing element of 
Labour reformism. How could 
we pretend to be neutral 
between two sides, one of 
which was radically reformist 
and pro-European and the 
other of which wasn’t? A ner- 
vous moment, with a slight 
squirm of trousered buttock on 


editorial chair-icather. Then 
Mr Blair denied it ail. 

One of the most engaging com- 
plaints of the week arrived 
unsigned and without an 
address. It purported to be 
from Aaaecc!, or the .Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of 
.American English in Euro- 
pean Culture. 

The pith of the communica- 
tion runs thus: “Hi there. Con- 
gratulations. you’re the kinda 
person we would like to thank 
for all your help... Here's 
merely a” few of our successes 
which YOU have made possi- 
ble, just by saying: Guy. Movie. 
Smart. Railroad, Jerk. Vaca- 
tion. Butt. Garbage. Trunk. 
Hood, Sunup. Sundown, and 
so on... So keep up the good 
work and with YOUR help, the 
crappy dead English of Milton. 
Elliot, Lawrence, Wolf. 


Since all the parties 
regard us as 
‘unfriendly’, it 
seems to me that we 
are, on balance, 
probably about right 


Speight, Wood and so many 
more will be dead and buried." 

Alert (smart) readers will 
have detected a note of irony, 
which may or may not relate to 
the misspellings of two of the 
Great Names. (And which 
Wood, by the way?) 

There’ are two things that 
need to be said about Ameri- 
canish. The first is that it is very 
irritating, but the second is 
that it is, in some cases, irre- 
sistible. Language, like cul- 
ture. is a struggle for survival 
between the strong and the 
weak, the centre and the 
periphery. It's a struggle which 
dialects and whole languages 
are constantly losing The price 
we pay lor speaking a success- 
ful world language ( unlike, say, 
Dutch) is that it is constantly 
changed and eroded at home 
by how it is used elsewhere. 
Linguistically, there are many 
worse fates than that. 


Andrm Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


No director is a god. If he’s a god, or a tyrant or an autocrat, or 
a master then he is actually stopping the creative processes 
happening because he limits where things may go - Sir Peter Hal! 
As soon as paint starts flying around, I will probably forget what 
happened - Lisa Potts, teacher, 21. on her return to school six 
months after site battled to save pupils from a machete attacker 
I wouldn’t go into space if you paid me. There is quite enough 
otherness here on our planet for me to get immersed in - 
David Bowie, rock star. 50 

He was such a gent to everybody that we couldn i get cross with 
him. He was dead straight about why he was mining: he needs the 
money - Anne ScatgUL after leading a protest against opencast mining 
to ChatSKO/th, Derbyshire, home of the Duke of Devonshire 

I had no choice but to drop all pretence at restraint and courtesy. 
I determined that if I did not fight bare-knudde, the pro-monarchy 
view would be crushed into submission - Frederick Forsyth. 
best-selling author, on the Carlton 7V monarchy debate 
In politics you sometimes despair of having a sensible debate - 
Tony Blair 

l think men believe what they see in the movies - that I ara guing 
to throw my head bads and have an orgasm in two minutes. 1 have 
□ever done that. It is implausible - Sharon Stone, film star 
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the Saturday story 


As old as 


yesterday’s 


newspapers 


After longer 
than anyone 
can really 
remember, 
two ancient 
institutions of 
the press - 
Peregrine 
Worsthorne 
and Bernard 
Levin -are 
hanging up 
their quills. 
Peter 
Popham 
looks at the 
passing of a 
way of life 



opposite. . 

Sobasking in the Thatchente ■ 


sunshine was not something 
could 


T he gutters of Feet 
Street ran with tears 
this week when the 
news that first Sir 
Peregrine Worst- 
home of the Sunday Telegraph , 
then Bernard Levin of The 
Times, were departing their 
ancient, hoary, legendary, 
pricldy, abusive, provocative, 
preposterous, exhibitionistic, 
bam acle -encrusted, and not 
necessarily always extremely 
widely read columns. 

Well they didn’t actually - 
the gutters, that is. Feet Street 
(you may have noticed, or not) 
is no more. It is only a figure of 
speech, and a misleading one at 
that. So this week no commu- 
nity of hacks gathered at El 
Vino's with the perfect excuse 
for a few extra rounds. No 
gloating wakes were held. Gos- 
sip trundled around the town, 
but its bearers were probably 
sober, and the medium mostly 
telephonic. 

The Times s editor, Peter 
Stothard, has finally heeded 
the chorus of voices which has 
been telling him for Some time 
that Levin’s column had gone 
off (though he “will continue to 
write elsewhere in The Times" 
we are assured). Worsthorne 
was brutally fired by Sunday 
Telegraph editor Dominic Law- 
son earlier this week. He got 
news of his sacking by letter - 
with a week’s notice after 44 
years on the Telegraph papers. 
It was the culmination of a long 
series of disagreements: 
Worsthorne allegedly vetoed 
Lawson's attempt to join the 
Beefsteak dub, and was himself 
ejected from the board of The 
Spectator in 1995 ,when it was 
edited by Lawson, after publicly 


condemning an article in the 
magazine. 

Fleet Street, then, is dead, 
and two of its most enduring 
monuments are no more. As 
journalists are wont to do, we 
conduct a rough head count of 
the poor old buffers still on 


side, tot up how much longer 
;lv 


we ourselves can seriously 
expect to be smiled on, ana 
mourn the passing of an era. 

For anyone under 40 or even 
50, the amazing thin g about 
Worsthorne (73 now) and 
Levin (68) is how incredibly 
long ago they got started. I am 
45, and Levin was already 
famous before I was out of 
short trousers. As “Taper” in 
The Spectator, he shot to star- 
dom in the 1950s by practically 
inventing single-handedly the 
idea of a parliamentary report 
that was chock full of gags. He 
then moved to The Daily Mail 
and became its fierce, fiery, 
fearless theatre critic, in the 
days when Kenneth Tynan on 
The Observer and Harold Hob- 
son on the Sunday Tones had 
made the theatre review the 
sexiest spot in the paper. 

It was around this time, stay- 
ing up daringly late one Satur- 
day night, that I first became 
aware of Bernard Levin’s exis- 
tence when he lambasted some 
particularly disgusting politi- 
cal wrong in a stand-up spot on 
the satirical show That Was the 
Week that Was. Perhaps this was 
the occasion when he called 
prime minister Sir Alec Dou- 
glas-Home a cretin - I forget. 
Anyway, that ephemeral 
moment was scorched onto the 
nation's brain pan when a man 
from the audience gpt up out of 
his seat, walked on to the set 


that this soul of perversity 
stand doing indefinitely. Lat- 
terly be began rumbling about 
the “bourgeois triumphalism" 
of the Eighties; more recently 
still (on 15 December 1996) he 
has §one much further, 
championing Kenneth Clarke 
to be the Tories' next leader - 
and this in the lions’ den of 
Europhobia. But Worsthorne 
has ahvays had a streak of reck- 
less courage: when Conrad 
Black took over as the Tele- 
graph 's proprietor, he wasted 
no time describing him in print 
as “domineering, verbose and 
disco uragingly pious." 

Levin’s progress, despite the 
huge Came he enjoys around the 
world, has been less sure. The 
ferocity that marked him out 
died long ago, and recent 
attempts to revive it have an air 
of desperation: m September, 
for example, he began a column 


with 109 consecutive adjective^, 
usted. dis^ 



and punched Levin in the face. 
It later emerged that he was the 
husband of an actress Levin 
had cruelly rubbished in one of 
his terrifying reviews. The 
assault, the man said, was his 
protest against corrupt theatre 
criticism. 

That was Levin back then: 
the gadfly’s gadfly. Into the rel- 
atively gentle, benign, 
backscratching world of Lon- 
don journalism of the 1950s, a 
clubbable place where satire 
was something by Juvenal you’d 
translated at school, and 
humour was of the whimsical 
Beachcomber variety, angry 
young Levin exploded, scatter- 
ing vituperation in all direc- 
tions: initially at practically any- 
one in power, subsequently at 
anyone else who got up his nose 
- lawyers, judges, academics, 
animal rights campaigners, 
whoever. He introduced a new 
pleasure into the newspaper 
reader’s life: vicarious cruelty. 

Peregrine Worsthorne was 
also firirtg on all cylinders by the 


dawn of the Sixties, having 
moved to the Telegraph in 1953 
after working on the Glasgow 
Herald and The Times. He 
joined the Sunday Telegraph 
when it started up in 1961, as 
deputy editor - a position he 
held for 25 years, before briefly 
becoming editor. 


I t is a little odd and counter- 
intuitive to yoke 
Worsthorne and Levin 
together in an article, despite 
their emergence at roughly the 
same time, because they are 
very different types. Levin was 
one of the first Jews in post-war 
British journalism to fashiou a 
persona - brilliant, prickly, 
shrill, gratuitously aggressive - 
which could be taken as a red 
rag by anti-semites. 
Worsthorne, child of Belgian 
bankers on one side and Eng- 
lish aristocrats on the other, by 
contrast presented himself as 
the last, defiant voice of the rul- 
ing class. Yet hi this very dif- 
ference there are points in 


common, a combination of 
courage, exhibitionism and per- 
versity. Both were almost 
provocative, for totally 
ferent reasons. 

Worsthorne’s politics bad a 
consistency to which Levin 
seems never to have aspired. In 
the days when one-nation Con- 
servatism was the only type 
there was, and liberalism, mod- 
ernisation and progress were 
the common cant of all the par- 
ties, Worsthorne was shock- 
ingly out of tune, lamenting the 
passing of the old days and rail- 
ing at the new barbarism. 

He was an entirely prepos- 
terous figure, like something 
out of an early Waugh novel or 
a Coward play. The only reason 
it worked was that behind the 
unacceptable rhetoric was a 
figure of intriguing weirdness, 
who for all his insistence on 
Olde England and its values 
hardly seemed English at ail in 
many important respects: a fop, 
noted for his pink bow ties and 
red socks, his swept back hair 


and finely chiselled nostrils, a 
man who would often burst into 
tears in public, whose Englisb- 
ness often seemed a hilarious 
camp performance. 

By the early Sixties, both 
these personae were firmly in 
place, firmly entrenched in the 
public mind. In the 35-odd 
years since then a great deal has 
changed. Newspapers, propri- 
etors, technologies, trade 
unions, ideologies and the 
Berlin Wall have come and 
gone. Feet Street itself, the 
vortex of British journalism for 
200 years, has been turned over 
to bankers and the like. The 
whole context in which those 
voices, those images, that vitu- 
perative rhetoric came into 
existence has been blown away. 
Nothing of it remains. But 
Levin (established for many 
years now on The Times') and 
Worsthorne have remained, 
lonely, gesturing figures ranting 
away on the blasted plain. 

The later Worsthorne is 
more readily admired than the 


- “worm-eaten, exhausted. \ 
honest" etc, etc - to describe 
the Government. More often 
though he is seen in his pipe- 
and-slippers mode, uttering 
unexceptionable remarks such 
as “I have always adrnired 
Frank Field. His work is sensi- 
ble and honest..." or “Aus- 
tralians are open and immedi- 
ately friendly." Too often in 
Levin’s recent articles there is 
the sensation of someone talk- 
ing rather pointlessly to himself 

- less Speakers Corner than 
one of the more depressing 
creations of Samuel Beckett. 

In that respect Levin’s fate is 
exemplary. Today all these peo- 
ple - Worsthorne in his perfect 
country village. Levin in Lon- 
don, the rest of us bent over our 
screens in office blocks dotted 
across the metropolis - we're all 
alone. More than any other 
department of journalism, col- 
umn-writing is public speaking. 

It thrived in the era when jour- , 
nalists met and talked and ft 


drank. When that era ended, as 
the careers of Levin and 
Worsthorne demonstrate, it 
went into a long stagnation. 
Today it is ever more forced, 
artificial, narcissistic. 


D isinfectant, nappies, washing materials - not what 
you'd think nf giving someone for winter. But for 
an impoverished mother in Bosnia trying to keep her 
child safe from infection, these basic essentials inside 
one of our baby Nixes would mean the world. 

It would also mean that someone cares - somewhere 
somebody is thinking nf her. and her efforts to protect her child. 

Children's Aid Direct has delivered baby Nixes full of 
essential items directly into the hands of 23.000 
mothers in Bosnia - many of whom will be living in 
wnr-damaged housing and in very basic 
conditions this winler. 

Please, if you possibly can. send a 
hahy box to Bosnia this winter - 
and help a mother keep her 
baby safe. 

Jusl call us un ttfW 
(iOOfild or complete the 
coupon below. Feel free to 
send a message of support to a 
Bosnian mother - we'll put it 
in your baby box for you. 


jo 


What's inside? 



With love from a friend. 


•• 


uaby pants 
; in a tub 


(d& 0990 600610 now to ted us how many baby boxes you would like to send. 

OR please complete and return (fits form. 

Reese send baby boxfa) at £30 each on my behalf. 

I eraiase a dwwe for € (total amount) mode payable to Oultken's Aid Brecf 
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sps- 
Fimpoo 
y lotion 
toll tewei 
shin g soap 
ind 2 spoons 


OR please debit £ 
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Card 
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Ttinine 
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Children's Aid 




Recent tragedies involving 
ecstasy have resulted in 
oversensitivity on the pan of 
many adults, as demonstrated 
bv the recent Polo furore. Polo 
manufacturers were delighted 
when they came up with the 
idea of selling a limited 
edition of the discarded holes 
with the letters P, L or O on 
them. Having the appearance 
of small white pills, various 
teachers became alarmed and 
contacted poisons units round 
the country, with the result 
that these tittle sweets were 
put on a national database. 
This illustrates, yet again, the 
gulf that exists in the 
perception that grown-ups and 
younger people have of drugs. 

I have bad a bash at most 
drugs and as a teenager was 
told by someone about 
making tea out of cigarettes 
for asthmatics. They had 
benzedrine in them and gave 
you a good buzz. 1 mentioned 
it to a friend of mine who 
made some and consequently 
tried to jump out of a window. 
This fact was reported to my 
parents, who went absolutely 
bookers and from that point 
on, I fear, suffered terrible 
visions of me lying in the 
gutter with a syringe sticking 
out of my arm. 1 personally 
knew this would never 
happen, but it's hard to 
convince your mum and dad 
of that when you’re 15. 
Under-twenties will never 
stop taking drugs, and 


unfortunately, education, not 
blanket prevention, is the 
only way forward. 


A study in New York has 
discovered that shopping is 
good for women's health. Dr 
Rex Metzier claimed that the 
sheer pleasure of making 
personal purchases does 
something positive for a 
woman's system and seems to 
give temporary immunity 
from ageing. So apparently 
shopaholics are often 
stronger and slimmer. The 
study showed that it was best 
to shop about 17 hours a 
week - especially for dothes. 

This sounds tike a right 
load of cobblers to me. Maybe 
Dr Rex is in cahoots with 
some of the big department 
stores. He also sounds like 
some doctor out of a Woody 
Alien film, sending his 
patients off on marathon 
spending sprees to core their 
middle-class ennui 

Fm sure most women don't 
have enough money to last 17 
hours a week. Even IT they 
did, Fd like to think that the 
vast majority couldn't bear to 
spend that amount of time 
indulging is such an empty 
pursuit. Still, anything to 
keep them on the streets. 




to be true or noL For if they 
are true, yet another “happily 
married man" will be revealed 
as something we never 
thought he was. Many people 
sec this as the ultimate 
humiliation for Mr Hayes. 
Obviously they never saw him 
on the James Whale show. 


helpless that have to sit back 
and take the abuse while the 
powerful please themselves. 


part that at any moment, as 
another person with 
unpopular opinions was 
shouted down, the chant 
•'Another One Biles The 0J 
Dust" would strike up in the ;; 
background. The heckling 
was of the usual sub- 
standard nature and the 
arguments were simplistic. A ./ 
triumph of Sunesque trivia. 

Scotland was the only 
republican area at the end of •.'■ 
the night. Another 
temptation - along with the . 
deep-fried Mars Bars - to 
move up there. 


The Tory MP Jerry Hayes 

seems to have been well and 
truly destroyed, whether the 
reports of his affair with a 
Commons researcher turn out 


As the Tories knew; the problem 
with setting yourself up as n 
shining example for others to 
follow is that when you get 
caught oat, that proverbial 
substance really hits the fan. 

So it was this week, when 
Turkish police allegedly found 
Musfmn Gnnduz, leader of a 
radical Islamic sect in 
flagrante with a young girL The 
woman maintains that Guoduz 
has used hundreds of girls as 
sex slaves. 

This is a true case of 
having your cake and eating 
iti not to mention “don’t do 
as I do, do as I say". As 
usual, it is the poor old 
women and the weak and 


What a gloriously 

revealing bunfighl the 
debate about the monarchy 
was on Thesday night Please 
remind me never to read a 
Frederick Forsyth novel 
again. What an unpleasant 
man. 

ftster Slringfeliow, (knock 
me down with a feather) a 
supporter of the monarchy, 
arguing fiercely that it is 
good for tourism, and made 
the point that if the 
monarchy was abolished 
there would still be poverty. 
Of course there would. Pete, 
because money-grabbing 
businessmen like you would 
still exist. Royal Family first; 
you next, mare. I reckon. 

1 am not sure that the 
programme would be graced 
with the name “debate." ft 
was more like Gladiators . 
with the expectation on my 


“Boys will be hoys." This 
cliche is chucked about 
whenever a good old bloke 
sets off on an adventure from 1 
which he might not return — a 
dangerous dimb, a lahdspeed 
record or indeed a round- the- ■ 
world balloon fligh t. 

In my book, the sort of feats 

to he admired are those of .. 
kindness, generosity and 
fairness, rdhavebeen a lot . 
more impressed if Rkhard . 
Branson had used the balloon . 
money to increase bis staff 
wages or something of that ■ 
nature. Now the mission has 
foiled and another load of 
money has drfoNed down the . . 

drain. Popular opinion may 
that it’s his money and be can r 
do what he wants with ft. Ttat 
doesn’t stop some of us 
thinking it’s a crime to dmckit _ 
away oa what amounted tuan. 
almost instantaneous failure. 
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IMAGE OF 
THE WEEK 


Normally they bob around in carefree summer days loaded with be-shorted, shirt-sleeved sun-lovers. Now, as the country stays locked into the New Year - New Ice Age, the boats, on the Serpentine 
in London's Hyde Park, stay wedged by the ice into a frozen arc. Photograph by Tony Buckingham. Taken with a Canon EOS 50E 24mm lens using a Kodak multi-speed film. 1/60 seconds at F/ll 
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The narrator of Beryl Bainbridge's 
Every Man for Himself (published by 
Duckworth) is Morgan, the young 
nephew of the shipping line's owner, 
who sails on the Titanic's maiden voy- 
age in April 1912. In this extract from 
the first chapter, be accompanies his 
friend Charlie Melchett on a trip 
around the new liner. 
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M elchett was keen on visiting 
E deck, mostly on account of a 
broad alleyway, known to the 
crew by the name of Scotland 
Road after some street in Liverpool, 
which ran the length of the vessel. 

He had visited the northern city as a 
child, he eagerly told me, on the occasion 
of a horse running in his grandfather's 
colours in the Grand National steeple- 
chase. I did tell him, knowledgeable as I 
was in regards to plumbing in the steer- 
age accommodation, that it was unlikely 
he would find the thoroughfare thronged 
with race-horses, but he was adamant. 

We duly descended by elevator and 
roamed up and down a tiled corridor 
intersected by iron staircases leading to 
working departments of indescribable 
"dullness. Melchett, trying hard to remain 
• animated, wilted. 

"What is the point," he complained, "of 
giving names to places that bear no 
resemblance to the past?" 

"The point is," I stressed, "that they 
draw attention to the the origin of the 
reference. Think of Waterloo station." 
After which exchange we fortunately 
encountered a young seaman who was 
persuaded to conduct us over the 
lower decks. Reluctant at first, then 
swayed by the promise of a generous tip, 
he led us below. 

Though stunted in growth, his eyes 
shone with intelligence. He said his name 
was Riley and his home town Liverpool, 
where he lived with his "Mam" and five 
siblings. Considerably bucked at the coin- 
cidence, Melchett boasted he knew the 
town quite well. "My grandfather/he 
said n owned a horse that finished second 
in the Grand National of 1901 - 1 can t 
for the life of me remember its name. 

"Me Dad," replied Riley, Tiad a donkey 
called Dickev-Sam that pulled a rag and 
bone cart." Melchett said that was inter- 
esting, and turned pink again. Apart 
from a certain casualness of manner 
Rilev proved to be the best of guides, for 
though the English he spoke could have 
benefited from an interpreter his knowl- 
edge of the ship was profound and his 
appreciation infectious. On F deck, star- 
board side, beneath which the main 
engines were housed, he dehvered a lec- 
ture on their capacity and i.apabiliti^ 
The vessel, I understood him to inform 
us^ was powered by two four-cylmder t 


WORDS OF THE WEE!< 

Every week we open this section with a picture to admire, to treasure. From 
today we will also offer words - spoken, declaimed, written as poetry or prose 
- which will in some way reflect an event or mood of the week. Today, an 
extract from the Whitbread Award-winning novel by Beryl Bainbridge 


business. Brief as the moment had been, 
we had nonetheless clearly seen the awe- 
some monster rearing on splayed legs 
from the glittering avenue below, its 
gigantic head vibrating inside its steel 
helmet, its thunderous intestines of lubri- 
cated pistons and crank-shafts pounding 
and pumping in perpetual motion. 

Riley was sent packing. I'm ashamed 
to say neither Melchett *nor I put in a 
word for bim, nor was there time to 
palm him his tip. Escorted by the engi- 
neer, we were returned by twists and 
turns and much tapping up of metal 
stairs to E deck, where, after sternly 
reminding us that unauthorised explo- 
rations of engine and boiler rooms were 
against company safety rules, he left us. 

I could have toid him who I was and put 
him in his place but was loath to puncture 
his sense of self-importance, having had my 
own pricked on numerous occasions, and 
with more cause, by my Uncle Morgan. 

Melchett and I remained silent while 
we continued our inspection of the ship, 
and when it was done and vve had sunk 
into the leather armchairs in the foyer of 
A deck we still had no words. 

It wasn't the lavish furnishings of the 
public rooms, the doors inlaid with 
mother of pearl, the panelled corridors 
of oak and maple, the shimmer of gilt 
and brass and cut glass that made us 
catch our breath, anymore than the 
twenty-one-light candelabra hung from 
the massive dome above the sweep of 
that imperial staircase. 

We had spent our lives in splendid 
bouses and grand hotels and for us there 
was nothing new under the sun, nothing 
that is. in the way of opulence: it was the 
sublime thermodynamics of the Titanic's 
marine engineering that took us by the 
throat. Dazzled, Iwas thinking that if 
the fate of man was connected to the 
order of the universe, and if one could 
equate the scientific w orkings of the 
engines with just such a reciprocal uni- 
verse, why then, nothing could go wrong 
with my world. 

I don’t know what Melchett was think- 
ing, beyond he was pale and his left knee 
was bouncing up and down as though in 
imitation of those connecting rods oscil- 
lating below the water line. 




John Walsh meets... 
Michael Flatley 

‘Dance is about focusing. Focus 
focus focus' page 3 

Nureyev: shedding 
light on darkness 

TV documentary is too slanted 
says John Percival page 4 

All across the 
nation... 

Hippy, happy daze in San 


triple expansion, reciprocating steam 
engines. Each could deliver 15,000 horse- 
power at 75 revolutions, producing a 
speed of 21 knots. Aft of these, a low- 
pressure turbine recycled steam from rhe 
main engines to drive the three pro- 
pellers. He was wrong in this last 
assumption, in that it was only the cen- 
tral propeller that was thus driven, but I 
held my tongue. 

"There's also four 400 kilowatt steam- 
powered generators." he said, "with 
dynamos capable of providing enough 
electricity to work the machinery control- 


ling the winches, cranes, passenger and 
service lifts, heaters, cookers, water-tight 
doors, the internal telephone exchange 
and the Marconi wireless set to a range 
of 350 miles. It can go further at night," 
he concluded. Though I'm buggered if I 
know why." Melchett, shamelessly taking 
advantage of his enthusiasm, pressed to 
be allowed a glimpse of such wonders. A 
glimpse was all we got; barely a minute 
after we reached G deck and Riley had 
dragged back rhe iron door of Number 1 
engine room we were approached by an 
assistant engineer and ordered about our 
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Bump-starting a stalled pseudo-science 


Games People Play 

Pandora Melly explores an explorers pastimes. 
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Modem discoveries are attracting new converts to the ancient art of phrenology 


T he discovery, earlier this 
week, that women's brains 
shrink during pregnancy has 
drawn attention again to the 
relationship between the physical 
characteristics of the brain and the 
psychological characteristics and 
capacities of its owner. Such 
questions were once the province 
of the old art of phrenology which, 
to judge by a quick search around 
the more dubious nooks of the 
Internet is making a bit of a 
comeback. Indeed, our by no 
meqans exhaustive browse 
revealed more than 600 references 
to phrenology on the Web. 

For the benefit of the 
phrenological neophyte, here is 
how it works: 

The science of phrenology was 
developed in Austria in the late 
18th century by Franz Joseph Gall, 
one of the founders of modern 
neurology. At a time when almost 
nothing was known about the 
functioning of the brain. Gall had 
the amazing insight that i 

different regions of the brain / 

were responsible for different / 
faculties. He even identified the ^8 
cerebral cortex as "the highest 
level of the brain and that the 
development of this area 
characterised mammals and man”. 
Where be seems to have erred, 
however, was in his belief that the 
brain comprised many several 
distinct organs, each controlling a 
separate aspect of personality. 

As Douglas Adams fans will be 
pleased to hear, the full 
phrenological system identifies 
precisely 42 “moral and intellectual 
faculties" as Gall called them. 
Here's the official list: 
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Sublimity 
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Araativeness, Conjugality, Parental 
Love, Friendship, Inhabitiveness, 


Love, Friendship, Inhabitiveness, 
Continuity, Vitativeness, 

Combativeness, Destructiveness. 
Alimentiveness, Acquisitiveness, 
Secretive ness. Cautiousness, 
Approbativeness,SeIf-Esteem. Firmness, 
Conscientiousness, Hope & Expectation; 
Spirituality, Veneration, Benevolence. 
Constructiveness. Ideality. Sublimity, 
Imitation, Mirthfulness, Individuality, 
Form, Size, Weight, Colour, Order, 
Calculation, Locality, Eventuality, Time, 
Tune, Language. Causality, Comparison, 
Human nature. Agreeableness. 


Every one of those was identified with 
a specific site in the brain, and the 
assumption of phrenology was that 
superior development of any of the 
faculties would be revealed by the 
contours of the cranium. 

So, having learnt where everything is. 
you have only to inspect people's heads 
in the proper manner to disover their 
innermost secrets. Here's how you start: 

Place the third finger of each hand upon 


the head, just at the top of the ears; let the 
lower side of the third finger be even with 
the upper part of the car that finger then 
rests upon Destructiveness. Then spread the 
second finger about one eighth of an inch 
from the other, and it will rest upon 
Secretiveness. Let the end of your longest 
finger come as far forward as the fore part 
of the ears, and they will then rest upon 
these two organs. 

(From a mid-19tb century manual on 


phrenology by Orson Squire 
Fowler and Lorenzo Niles Fowler.) 

Even though its fundamental 
basis became increasingly 
undermined by psychological and 
neurological research, phrenology 
continued to be practised until the 

S 1930s, tty which tune Americans 
sould even have their bead bumps 
ead by an automatic electrical 
shrenology machine which printed 
jut a report on ticker-tape. 
Considering the continuing 
appeal of astrology, and the 
growth in academically doubtful 
methods of character assessment 
such as graphology, the almost 
complete demise of phrenology 
is perhaps surprising. It has, 
after all, only three major 
defects: 

Firstly, there was never much 
evidence to support the view that 
he contours of the brain follow the 
tones of the skull as closely as the 
jhrenologists would have liked, 
lecondly, in the brain, as in other 
irgans, there is little evidence to 
correlate size with efficacy. And 
thirdly. Gall and his followers seem 
to have got their bumps in the 
wrong place. For example “Broca’s 
area", now known to be. 
responsible for language, is 
nowhere near Gall’s Language 
bump, but seems to lie somewhere 
between Constructiveness and 
Ideality. 

So Phrenology is based on two 
false premises, which, even if they 
were correct, would be giving out 
quite the wrong results anyway. 

There are, however, two good 
things about phrenology. The first, 
and best, is that it provides an 
excellent excuse for fondling the 
head of someone whom you would 
like to get to know better. After 
mastering palmistry in order to 
indulge in a little harmless hand- 
caressing, phrenology is the next logical 
step for any shy chiromantic suitor to 
take. 

For the less tender-hearted, however, 
we roust mention the newly developed 
technique of “Phrenotherapy". The idea 
of this “bold new discipline”, as its 
inventor Kevin Kelm describes it, is to 
improve people's personalities by 
rearranging their head bumps. With a 
mallet. Do not tty this at home. 


, Tn , n ^ friends at the Chelsea Arts Club. 

Michael Alexander; 76, explorer mother one: "There was a 

TOter young girl from Qeylon/who 

I've just been given an outrageous down the 

little book for Christmas about g™ ^ on ^ floor/and 

women with a W fcrapdojgf Lear's not terribly 


• Acid 


are some good limericks in there 

too. 

1 make up limericks about my 
friends. Listen to this one: “A 
dirty old vicar from Chester/laid 
hands on a choirgirl and blessed 
her/m order to test ber/he pressed 
and caressed her/ 'til they came to 
arrest the molester.” 

I have several friends who make 
up limericks; an American girl in 
Paris, she’s made up some quite 
good ones, and an Italian friend 
who’s a diplomat. He writes them 
all down. You should see his book, 
he's got lots of them, he collects 
them, you see. 


with first and last lines. It s - better 


rain.' 


to get some internal rhyming, 
fhen it’s a minor art form. This 


then it’s a minor art form. This 
one’s my favourite: “There was a 
young man from BengalAyho went 
to a fancy dress bali/he thought he 
would risk it/and go as a 
biscuit/but a dog ate him up in the 
halL” Not one of mine, but I’ve 
always liked it. I can see it all 
happening, can't you? I’m afraid 
IVe become a bit of a limerick 
bore. You know, rattle them off, 
and don’t let the other man get 
his limerick in. 


In case of failed inspiration “The 

n .■ ri I. i -./fir- 


mem, you see. «* — . , „ - . 

I can't remember exactly when I Penguin Book of Limericks .edited 
started writing them - far too long by EO Parrott, is available from 
ago — but I have sessions with any good bookshop for £3. 99. 


Don't junk it ... use it 

Poaching eggs with tuna left-overs 



Serena Mackesy 

In my week 


Which would you 
rather have: 

Two pastry cutters, 
one mousse ring, four 
muffin rings and an 
egg ring; on 

Two pastry cutters, 
one mousse ring, four 
muffin rings, an egg 
ring, a safety can 
opener, 1 395kg of 
tuna and £6.79? 

The trick is to buy 
the tin-opener (a 
Culinaire Safety Can 
Opener costing about 
£6 is needed for this job) then 
make the other kitchen items out 
of empty tuna tins (or any other 
suitably shaped tins with proper 
rims at the top and bottom). You 
just remove the tops and bottoms 
of the tins for your ready-made 



Poached egg d la tuna can 


pastry-cutters, egg rings, mousse 
rings and muffin rings. 

The budget above is based on 
prices quoted in a current “Chefs 
Choice” catalogue. 


Bawn O’Beirae-Ranelagh 


New game of the week 


Competition winners 


Board games in general fall into five categories: there 


are race games, war games, acquisition games, 
knowledge games and partnership games. Ludo, chess. 
Monopoly, Scrabble and bridge. Compatibility from 


ibble and bridge. Compatibility from 


Spear’s (price £19.99), falls into the last category and is 
typical of the genre in that it provides a framework for 
pairs of Wends to become furious with each other. 

The rules are simple: a word is selected at random 
from the “topic cards", and each player must then 
select, from their pack of “Compatibility cards" a 
number of pictures they consider most appropriate to 
the topic. You score points if you turn out to have 
selected the same pictures as your partner. 

So, for example, when the topic word was “elope”, I 
picked cards depicting a sunset, a mobile phone, a 
globe of the world, and a card indicating the word 
“sex" - all of which, I thought, added up to a picture of 
a romantic moonlight flit - and a picture of a I/on, for 
the obvious pun elope-elope. My partner, however, 
picked a couple in formal wedding attire, a man kissing 


a woman's neck, a red rose, the word “happiness" and 
a baby. Ridiculous. The kissing couple are obviously 
perfectly happy. Why should they elope? Even if they 
did, the wedding would hardly be a bridal gown and 
dress coat affair. And the suggestion that a baby is 


Scrabble Silver JubOee Competition 


The prize of Terence Noldefs evening dress - in Scrabble 
green with sequinned silver letters - has been won by Mrs 
R Wide of Norwich. 


already on the way is, l think, quite out of order. 
It was iust as bad with “bricklayer’’. Mv pannei 


It was just as bad with “bricklayer”. My partner 
picked the White House, a Skyscraper, a dingy-looking 
Italianate tenement building, a wooden framework of a 
new house, and a child’s drawing of two girls outside 
their home. I could only think of the last bricklayer we 
employed, so picked a “Stop” sign I which he did - 
whenever we left the house), a question mark, 
indicating our bemusement at his slow work-rate, a 
totally blank card (because he was never there) a 
mobile phone (which he seemed to be talking on 
whenever he did turn up) and the card saying “stress”. 

Score zero again. Still, what can one expect of a 
partner who does not even have the wit to think of a 
simple pun. 


Hieroglyphics 


For correctly deciphering our competition, the following 
win copies of TUT TUT the Egyptian hieroglyphics 
games from the British Museum: 

Hugh Walding (Newport, Isle of Wight); D O'Connor, 
(Preston, Lancs); Jane Maisters (New Malden. Surrey). 



Whizzing 
past the 
window at 
regular 
intervals are 
the legs 
of an 
impossibly 
slim woman 
dangling 
from a 
trapeze 


New Year Competitions: 


Next week, we shall begin to catch up with the answers 
and winners to our end-of-year chess, bridge, 
backgammon and True-or-False news items competitions 
which appeared in the 28 December edition. 


Henry VIII popped in for a game at the second Mary Rose Backgammon 
Tournament at the Hilton Hotel, Portsmouth last weekend. The prize, 
won by Nick Check of London, was this replica backgammon board, 
based on one recovered intact, complete with counters, from the wreck 
of the Mary Rose. The board was made by Chris Woolcott, King Henry’s 
friend is Michael Crane of the British Isles Backgammon Association. 


he Games Page is edited by William Hartston 




The besi excitement at this 
year’s Hastings was 
provided by the 
Challengers Tournament, 
which gives an opportunity 
for players to qualify for 
the invitation-only Premier 
tournament the following 
year. With 10 grand- 
masters, the field was 
almost as star-studded as 
that of the top tournament. 

While the press were 
concentrating on the feats 
of 12-year-old Luke 
McShane, who so narrowly 
missed scoring his second 
norm towards a master 
title, the real thrills were m 
the battle for first place. 
First, James Plasken 
romped into a clear lead, 
then he was beaten by Joe 
Gallagher, but in the last 
two rounds, Igor Rausis of 
Latvia beat both of them 
to sprint into first place. 

He and Piaskett secured 
qualification for next years 
premier. 

We gave one brilliant 
Plasken win in Thursday's 
paper, Here's another one, 
equally spectacular and 
alk) ending in mate. 

After Back's J...b6 and 
White’s 2.b3, much of the 
game becomes a battle to 
prove which is the stronger 
bishop: the one of b7 or 
that on bl White's 15.g4 is 
an attempt to open the g- 
file and bring his rook to 
help the bishop’s efforts in 
an attack against g7, but 
the whole plan seemed too 
optimistic. 

When 16.gx£5 was met 
by 16...d3! the bishop on 
b2 may have looked more 


active than its colleague on 
b7 (particularly when 
Black had to avoid 

17.. .dxe2? 18.Qxd6!) but 
the illusion was exposed in 
forceful style by Piaskett s 

20.. .Rxf4! For the price of 
a rook. Black reopens his 
bishops diagonal and gains 
two monster pawns on d3 
and e3. 

After this. While was 
always faring defeat. He 
avoided the trap of 29.Bg5 
Qxg5! 30.Qxg5 Rxh2 mate, 
but fell into a prettier 
version of the same thing 
on the following move. 
After 29...Ke8 Black 
threatened 30...Qd7. which 
on the previous move 
would have been met by 
QC+. White could have 
forced Black to rethink by 
playing 3fl.Bc6+ (when 
Kd8 loses to Bg5) but 
instead played the bishop 
to g5 immediately, letting 
Black polish the game off 
with a queen sacrifice. 
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Game all; dealer South 
North 

♦ A J 8 7 
VA 743 
010 7 

♦ K4 2 

it East 


West Eai 

*K ♦ ! 

'910652 ■?( 

OQ65 0/ 

+OJ976 *8 

South 
♦ Q 9 5 2 
<PKJ8 
0J8 2 
*A 10 3 


♦ 106 43 
■7Q9 

OAK943 
♦8 5 


ACROSS 

1 Covetousness (4) 

4 Runs with long strides 

( 5 ) 

9 Arranges (5) 


DOWN 


White: Colin McNab 
Blade James Piaskett 


10 Jury finding (7) 

11 Gathering ($) 


1 c4 b6 18 Bh5 Rxf5 

2 b3 Bb7 19 Qg4 Rail* 

3 Bb2 e6 20 KhJ Rxf4 

4 NO Nfo 21exf4Rxf4 

5 e3 dS 22 Qh3 1-3 

6Be2 Bd6 23J3g4Bxg2+ 
7 0-0 Nbd7 24Qxg2e4 
8d4 0-0 25 Be6+ KfS 

9 Nbd2 Ne4 26 Bd5 e2 

10 Nxe4 dxe4 27 Rgl 
llNe5f5 28 Bel Rh4 

12 Nxd7 Qd7 -29 h3 Ke8 

13 f4 Qe7 30 Bg5 Qxg5 
24RCc5 31 Bc6+ KI8 

15 g4 cxd4 32Qg5Rh3+ 

16 gxf5 d3 33 Kg2 Rh2 

17 Rn2 c5 checkmate 


ausness (4) 2 Tacks (5) 

vith long strides 3 Muslim veil (7) 

4 Road/raiJ intersection 
ies (5) (5,8) 

„ nding (7) 5 Wine (4) 

11 Gathering (S) 6 Branch of knowledge 

12 Break (4) (7) 

13 Pocket items (13) 7 Disconnect (6) 

17 Domesticated (4) S Desist (4) 

18 Accessible to only a 14 Retribution (7) 

few (8) 15 Bare-headed (7) 

21 Composer (7) 16 Obtain (6) 

22 ShruD(5) 17 Legal wrong (4) 

23 Jargon (5) 19 Wfld West snow (5) 

24 Unhurried (4) 20 Passport endorsement 

(4) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 


This was the deal that won the 
prize for the best played hand in 
the 19% Lederer Memorial 
Trophy. It was an unusual 
brilliancy, for declarer started off 
on the wrong foot but found a 
sparkling recoveiy. 

After two passes. North 
opened One Club, East 
overcalled with One Diamond 
and South (Zia Mahmood) bid 
one Spade. Both West and North 
supported their partners” suits 
and, after making a ny for game 


with Three Diamonds, Zia 
subsided when North could only 
bid Three Spades. 

West Jed 0 5 and after winning 
with his king. East switched to 
♦ 8. Declarer won in hand and 
slipped up when he led SO to the 
king and ace. Next he took a 
successful finesse of V J and led a 
second trump. When West 
showed out, Zia muttered the 
Pakistani equivalent of “Tut, tut,” 
and set out to recover. 

He put in the seven from table 
and, after winning with the ten. 
East led another club to dummy’s 
long. It looked as though declarer 
would end up a trick short, but 
two more rounds of trumps left 
West in trouble. He had to keep 
all his hearts and the winning 
club so had to discard 0 6. Zia 
cashed K, dropping East's 
queen, and ran S’ 8 successfully. 

Finally declarer got off lead 
with a club. West won and led 
O Q and now it was East's 
problem. If he overtook. South's 
0 J would become a winner, if he 
left his partner on lead, the A 
would be brought back to life. 
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Last week we introduced the concept of Woolsey’s • 
Law of Doubling, (roughly, “If in doubt, double”) 
Now lei’s look at a practical example. With a man on 
the bar you are on roll as Black in the above position. 
Should you double? Should White take or pass? 

I was in the box with a partner when this position 
arose in a six-handed chouette at the Double Fives 
club (with six or more, it is common for the box to 
take a partner). We then discussed whether to double. 

Certainly this position is very volatile. By our next 
roll we could either have lost our market - reached a 
position where our opponents would immediately 
drop a double - or be in trouble ourselves. Consider, 
for example, the sequence 6,5 for Black followed by 
V for White, when it is White who will have lost 
tneir market. 
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Perplexity 


In the start position nearty all numbers play well. 
4s nit from the bar. 2s, 5s and 6s can be used to hit c 


ACROSS: J Ballast. 5 Raids (Balustrades). S Actor. 9 Willowy, 10 
Spender. II Pasha. 12 Irvins. 14 Newark. 1/ Major. 19 Unusual. 22 
Lowdown, 23 Tenor, 24 Rules. 25 Thrusts. DOWN: 1 Brass. 2 Lot- 
i«v. 3 Acrid. 4 Thwart. 5 Relapse, b Idols, 7 Skylark, 12 Tumbler, 
Li Nervous, to Alumnus. 16 PuoneL 18 Jewel, 20 Utter, 21 Lords. 


Perplexity returns this week with 
a new, extra-large set of the 
popular “26 L of the A" (Letters 
of the alphabet) alphanumeric 
puzzles. All you have to do is 
work out what the letters stand 
for in the following: 


7PFPaBinS 
8 R on a C B 
9TofDLS 
10 T on Y F 


17Rg2c5 


The answers to the Christmas Jumbo 
Crossword will appear next week 


1 A N of H 
2Fina RG 
3 B of P G T 
4FonaH(ETT) 

5 O S 

6 G a L 


When you have deciphered 
them, send your answers to: 
Perplexity, the Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL, to reach us by 
22 January. The first correct 
answer opened on that date will 
win a ropy of the new Chambers 
21st Century Dictionary. 


the 5-poinL Is and 3s are not so good, but double i 
and double 3 both play well. If we hit one of White’s 
men and they fail to enter we will definitely have lost 
our market. Now apply Woolsey’s Law: if Black 
doubles should White take? Although we thought 
our opponents would take. White is going to lose a 
lot of gammons and that may just push the decision 
towards a drop. This meets Woolsey’s key criterion:. 
we J e n /J t l °tolly sure it is a take - so we must double! 

Double we did and White accepted the cube. We 
were rewarded for our aggression by rolling 4,4. This 
was played Bar/2 i *. 1 3/9/5 VI* puffing thr wjDCo'oa 
tne bar. White stayed on the bar and we easily won a 
gammon Later anatysis using /e//Ww/i showed that 
w l , V r?i te < ? wnm & the cube. Black wins only 51 per 
nt of the time but 70 per cent of those wins arc .. 
gammons. This confirms the correct action in the . 
initial position to be double/take. 
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interview 


Dancing in the dark 


WM 


John 

Walsh 

meets 

...Michael 

Flatley 


/ o reJI me.” 

■ 1 asked the 

world’s fasicsL 
* J richest and most 
ego maniacal 
dancer, “Can you waltz?” 

“Whai?” said Michael 
Flatley . 

“Or tango? Or rumba? Or 
salsa?” 

It is rather a cheek to 
enquire if the most famous son 
of Terpsichore since Rudolf 
Nureyev can do things ordi- 
nary mortals do, especially 
those that involve bandleaders, 
three-four rhythm, taffeta and 
sequins. But. his reply was 
revealing. “I don’t know if I 
can,” he said. ”Of course I can 
go out on the floor and have 
fun with the girls. But I don’t 
imagine I’d be very good 3t 
most of those dances. I 
wouldn’t say I’m very profi- 
cient l rarefy get up to dance 
anywhere but on stage. I’m 
sort of comfortable in my own 
little world. ” 

Indeed he is. But then Mr 
Flarley's “little world” cur- 
rently embraces Australia, the 
States, London and Dublin 
and nets hun about Sim a 
month. The stage world he 
inhabits is a show called Lord 
of the Dance , the one he went 
off and devised after his acri- 
monious split from Riverdance 
in October 1995. It's a music- 
and-dance extravaganza 
loosely based around Celtic 
mythology with some curious 
add-on effects deriving from 
Druidism, Greek-god attitu- 
dinising, biker chic and fascist 
iconography. It’s with this vul- 
gar but dynamic entertain- 
ment that Flatley has set about 
conquering the world. For a 
man who was unknown - and 
whose chosen art form had no 
popular audience -in 1994, he 
has, you could say, risen to the 
occasion. 

Everyone knows the story of 
Riverdance - how a seven- 
minute burst of Irish step- 
dancing in the 1994 Eurovision 
Song Contest, devised by an 
RTE producer called Moya 
Doherty and choreographed 
by Flatley, won instant and 
total acclaim among an audi- 
ence of 300 million world- 
wide, gave Irish dancing an 
unprecedented global cachet, 
became the bestselling video 
of all time (selling two million 
copies) and made over £30m 
in two years. Everyone also 
knows how spectacularly the 
producer and her star fell out 
on the eve of Riverdance’s 
return to London. Lord of the 
Dance is Flatley’s revenge. 

He and his 100-strong 
entourage are performing at 
Wembley this week, having 
just returned from touring 
Australia. How’d it go? “Oh, 
unbelievable,” said Flatley. 
“They were dancin' around 
and jumpin’ around, screamin’ 
and howlin’. We couldn’t have 
anticipated anything like it - 1 
never toured in Australia 
before. We did a quarter of a 
million tickets in 10 days. Wc 
were sold out more than two 
months before we arrived. 
They added two more shows in 
Newcastle, and they were both 
sold out in two hours. And 


Can the popular song 
embrace more of life’s 
experiences than Calling 
in and ont of love and the 
purchase of bine suede 
shoes and other 
accessories? When I 
discussed this once with 
Roger Dal trey of The 
Who he said he had 
hoped for a long time that 
rock and pop would deal 
with middle-aged angst 
just as it dealt with teenage 
angst. Indeed, he had 
thought that his old sparring 
partner Brie Townsbend 
migh t be the very man to 
compose such lyrics* hut it 
. hadn't happened. Another 

part ofBFe seldom put to 

music is the joy or otherwise 
of bringing up children. 

An exception is the British 
jazz singer Gina HarkeU. As 

well as being a singer and 

composer, she is one of the 
leading lights in a new 
committee to lobby for, 
amongst other things, more 
jazz on mainstream music 
radio — any jazz on 


they’re both S.OOQ-seaeers." 

Flatley always has statistics 
to hand. A terrible man for the 
attendance figures, though it’s 
a necessary pan of his persona 
as dancing impresario, as arty 
businessman. And you gradu- 
ally realise he has a whole 
wardrobe of personas which 
he adopts as the whim takes 
him. At different times in our 
conversation he tried on the 
slushy Arch-romantic, the Cal- 
ifornian Mystic, the Sex God. 
the Dead-End Kid. the Blar- 
ney purveyor. the Bit of a Lad. 

Here’s the Arch-romantic: 
“Beaches, I love beaches. 
Every spare minute I have I go 
walking on an empty beach 
somewhere because I just love 
to think and dream and create. 
And the feel of the ocean and 
the fresh air - there’s a great 
energy there. I feel very moved 
on a beach. Skegness, it's so 
bracing. 

Flatley especially liked the 
mile-wide beaches of the Oz 
coastline, where he worked 
on his winter tan. He’s a star- 
■ dingfy handsome chap with a 
peach-skin fuzziness about the 
face (fluffy sideburns, designer 
stubble) and waves of 
streaked hair teased upwards 
in an aspirant rockabilly quiff. 
Fladey's black suit is dramat- 
ically sculpted to his compact 
5ft 9in frame, his tie a tasteful 
red, his shirt a long-cuffed 
cotton, his c ufflin ks expensive 
little silver artworks - yet you 
pick up a feeling of unease 
about him, a rootlessness in his 
hurt blue eyes, a sense that 
he’s a constructed thing rather 
than a real person. 

It may be something to do 
with his detachment about his 
body: i have to constantly 
separate myself and look at 
myself as a product. I can’t just 
buy another violin if it breaks, 
you know? It doesn’t work 
that way. I treat my legs very 
carefully." To this end he 
employs a lady called Deny 
Ann Morgan who specialises 
in “special rub-downs” before 
and after every show. “If I 
don’t have the one after the 
show, my legs will be so sore 
gening out of bed in the morn- 
ing, it'll take me a while even 
to stand up on. them." Ms 
Morgan's manual therapies 
also include something called 
mki - “puttin’ her bands over 
certain parts of me. She just 
puts good energy in and sucks 
any bad energy oul” So it’s a 
kind of mystical healing... 
“No, it’s very commonplace. 
She’s a gifted woman.” 

His new passion is the sen- 
sory-deprivation tank, the kind 
that was all the rage in 
California 15 years ago. Mr 
Flatley is ecstatiy about its 
benefits. “It’S fabulous. Com- 
plete darkness and not a 
sound. One time I went to 
sleep in there and my body was 
jumpin' the whole time pie 
mimes a convulsive twitch], 
but that was just all the bad 
energy and electricity being 
taken out of it... At the end of 
an hour is when I really start 
to go inside. It’s when I get 
magnificent ideas. It’s about 
focusing. Focus, focus, focus." 

These ideas you get (I said): 



David Lister 

arts notebook 


mainstream music radio 
would be a good start Gina 
is a strange animal in jazz 
circles as she sings not 
about the usual jazz themes 
of dives, dregs, dead horn 
players, lost love on if the 
tempo is upbeat, found love. 
Instead, many of her 
nnmbers are about 
motherhood, rare enough in 
pop and middle-of-the-road, 
and a radical departure for 
piano, tenor sax and bass. 

One of the numbers she 
sang at a New Year gig r 
attended was called “Granny 
O Granny Please Comb My 
Hair”. With words by the 
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surely the essence of the tank 
is stillness, and the essence of 
what you do is movement. 
How can you pursue an idea of 
movement while you’re lying, 
sense-deprived, like a floating 
# corpse? Flatley looked hugely 
‘pleased, as if someone had 
mentioned a secret only he 
knew about. “Control,” he 
said, “complete control, 
absolute control. Imagine the 
beauty of not being able to 
move, and forcing your mind 
to do it for you. You can’t get 


words, the man and his feet 
have become separate entities . 
a form of dualism Descartes 
would find intriguing. Was he 
conscious of his brain telling 
his feel what to do? 

He leant forward. “That is 
exactly what I’m trying to tell 
the audience - that my mind 
is controlling my feet at ail 
times. I'm telling rhem that I’m 
thinking while I’m there. I’m 
focusing while I’m there. I’m 
not just on cruise control. This 
is the real thing. And they 


I get magnificent ideas 
in the sensory 
deprivation tank. It’s 
all about focusing. 
Focus, focus, focus 


up and try it, you have to con- 
tinue thinking It's brilliant. I 
dance like a king after it.” 

The Lord of the Dance show 
features, among several dis- 
plays of superhuman agility, a 
weird amount of militiaman 
strutting, of black-shirted 
uniforms, dictatorial para- 
phernalia, masks and what 
might be jackboots. What was 
it doing in a Celtic dream- 
world? Flatley frowned. “You 
have to realise the show is fic- 
tion. It’s not any particular 
myth or legend. It’s just the 
best way 1 could interpret good 
versus evil. .Our dancing is 
very precise but 1 don’t think 
it’s military in any way. Just 
very masculine...” 

There’s at least one moment 
of real magic. As Flatley does 
one of his complex Jrisb- 
flamcnco-lap routines, he 
glances over his shuuldcr and, 
grimacing down at the ground- 
level blur of movement, he 
wags his fingers at his heels. 
Suddenly you see him, not as 
a dancer, but as a man dan- 
gerously set upon by a pack of 
snapping terriers. In other 


poet Grace Nichols it dealt 
with a little girl’s delight in 
having her grandmother 
tend to her coiffure. It's a 
brave move to domesticate 
the jazz idiom, and it leads 
to the larger question of why 
children feature so little in 
music generally They are 
welcomed as babies (David 
Bowie's “Kooks" for his son, 
Stevie Wonder’s “Isn’t She 
Lovely” for his daughter etc! 
but once past the nappy 
stage, are never sung of 
again. Why? 

I appeared this week on a 
radio programme (I know, 
one can't appear on radio, 
but what is the correct 
word?) about the arts and 
the national lottery. BBC 
Radio 4’s Agenda 
programme had Richard 
Eyre of the National Theatre 
and Stephen Daldiy of the 
Royal Court continuing to 
warn of the potential iniquity 
of lottery money being used 
to fund a revenue spending 
in the arts rather than just 


know that no one else in the 
world can do that." 

As we sit in the Lanesbor- 
ough Hotel, discussing Mr 
Flatley’s wonderfulness, his 
uniquenessw his focus and con- 
trol, his energy and artistry, a 
saying from his father’s native 
Sligo occurs to me: “If conceit 
was consumption, ye'd be dead 
long ago." He upsets lots of 
people. The Daily Telegraph 
called Lord of the Dance “a dis- 
play of conceit so shameless as 
to be risible”. Other commen- 
tators go on about the 
“O’Chippendales” side of his 
work, his “smash and grab” 
approach to Irish culture. They 
have a point. The trouble is. 
Flatley is unique. He has spent 
the bulk of his life doing some- 
thing nobody else can do. 

His father Michael was a 
building contractor who emi- 
grated to Chicago in 1947 with 
his Carlow -bom wife. Eilish. 
Michael junior was 1 1 when, 
on an Irish holiday, his mother 
took him to a slepdancing 
class back in Co Carlow. His 
grandmother had been Lein- 
ster dance champion: it was in 


for buildings as was the 
original intention. And I felt 
rather like the chap in the 
Bateman cartoon in 
advocating that this should 
happen in some regulated 
way. In fact, of course, it is 
happening already. The new 
Arts Council initiative. Arts 
For Everyone will give 
lotteiy money for the 
commissioning of new 
writing for the theatre and 
there is every likelihood that 
some of this new writing will 
end up on the stage of Ihe 
Royal Court and quite 
possibly the National. 

It should not he beyond 
the wit of government, the 
Arts Council and leading 
arts practitioners to earmark 
other areas where lotteiy 
money can be used in what 
have traditionally heen 
revenue funded parts of the 
arts. As for breaking the 
apparently sacred principle 
of additionality (bj- which 
lottery money should not be 
a substitute for annual 
Treasury grant), it should 


the genes: it became his life. 
Back in Chicago, he practised. 
He remembers creating dance 
patterns in the dark: “I used to 
go inro the rooms in the base- 
ment. turn off all the lights so 
my ear would be absolute, so 
1 wouldn't be influenced by 
what I saw. I still do. That's 
where I get these rhythm pat- 
terns you won’t hear anywhere 
else in the world.” He became 
the first American holder of 
the World Irish Dancing 
Championships in 1975 when 
he was 17. It occurred ro me 
that, among the jocks, dudes 
and greasehalls of the average 
Chicago school, a dancer with 
an Irish accent must have stuck 
out like a dolmen. “No. I fit- 
ted in with everybody. I was a 
dancer but I didn't go around 
talking about it. I was a boxer 
but I didn't talk about that. 1 
played ice hockey, 1 played 
football with the lads. We did 
what everyone did.” 

Why did he take up boxing? 
“We lived in a rough neigh- 
bourhood. It was on the south 
side of the city, 79th and Ash- 
land Avenue, the Little Flower 
parish" - after the Catholic 
icon. St Thercsc of Lisieux; 
Flatley smiles at the inaptness 
of the name - “and I hadd3 
walk a mile to school. I’d cross 
paths with people cornin' from 
the other side of the avenue, 
and Td have fist fights nearly 
every day. I was a skinny little 
fellow. One day I came home 
and my father said. ‘That’s 
enough bloody noses.’ He took 
my brother and me io the gym 

— at the rime we were proba- 
bly the only white fellers there 

- and we learned to handle 
ourselves. And they started to 
realise they could pick on , 
other people, but let the two 
Irish guys go because it’s 
gonna be just too difficult...” 

Flatley had a period of 
labouring jobs (“Whenever I 
think I’m getting big-headed. 

I remember where it all came 
from - the days when they 
passed me the freezing cold 
shovel. I gel back to it all the 
time”) before becoming a 


also not be beyond Ihe wit of 
those responsible to draw up 
legislation saying that lottery 
money should never fund 
more than a certain 
percentage of arts spending. 

David Bowie's 50th birthday 
was marked by the BBC by 
an interview with the singer. 
It was plugged us being 
particularly “candid.” In 
fact it contained virtually 
nothing new, and much of it 
was taken up with clips of 
interviews gone by. There 
was one moment though 
when Bowie was about to be 
candid. He mentioned, 
unprompted and most 
unusually for him in a live 
interview; the troubles in his 
own family. He has never 
spoken on TV before about 
his late brother’s 
schizophrenia, but the 
interviewer, the illustrious 
and exalted Alan Yentob no 
Jess, did not pursue it at alL 
There are times when one 
wants to strangle the 
television. 


dancer full-time. Those unfa- 
miliar with Celtic dance 
should know that, in its pure 
state, it’s a formal and inex- 
pressive business: hands 
straight down by the sides, 
head stiff, no body movements 
above the waist - the total 
effect is of someone in a strait- 
jacket hopping over burning 
coals. Then Hatley danced 
with The Chieftains. Paddy 
Moloney’s purist Irish folk 
group, and began to change 
the rules. “As I did more and 
more venues. I started to use 
my arms, to use my body and 
be more expressive. I couldn't 
use my arms like a tap dancer, 
flappin' them around, or like 
u ballet dancer, that would be 
too soft, nor like a flamenco 
dancer, although what I’m 
doin’ is closest to flamenco, 
because they’re Celts as well. 
I had to find a completely new- 
way of doin' it less formal but 
strong and powerful and con- 
fident. And the farther out I 
went, the more the crowd 
came with me. The more 
things 1 put in [he snaps his 
fingers, like a Fifties beatnik] 
the more they’d be screamin’ 
and yellin’... 

So the only professional 


Irish dancer in the world, the 
rule-breaker with the 2S-taps- 
a-second feet, went on the 
road. Wasn't it. 1 asked, a lit- 
tle like speaking a language 
nobody else knows? Fiat lev- 
mused. “I've had such a 
strange life. I've never had to 
audition for anything. People 
have always called me and 
asked me to do things. I’ve 
been everywhere, the Holly- 
wood Bowl, the Kennedy Cen- 
tre in DC. Carnegie Hall. I've 
danced in front of presidents, 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts” - and. modesty 
might forbid him adding, he 
was pronounced a “Living 
Treasure” by the National 
Geographic Society... 

Along the way his stage pre- 
sentation underwent another 
change. “It just happened one 
night, completely by coinci- 
dence. You know how it is. 
you're on tour, leading a bach- 
elor existence. One night my 
clothes were a disaster, my 
shirt was wrinkled and under 
the bed somewhere. So I went 
on stage without a shirt, just a 
jacket. The audience went 
nuts. And I thought: why 
didn’t I think of this before?" 

Now he’s off to wow Amer- 


ica. from New York (“Every 
solo I’ve ever devised for 
myself since I was a child was 
built for Radio City Music 
Hall”) to his native Chicago 
and the former residents of 
Little Flower parish. Why was 
he doing it? “Mv whole life has 
been to get this far and to do 
this. I've made enough money 
now, more than I can spend. 
What’s important is that I'm 
putting myself into my art. 
People pay a lot of money to 
come and see me. I didn't 
come here to be second best”. 

Michael, you point out. 
you’re pushing 39. Shouldn’t 
you be settling'into something 
more slow and expressive? 

The Cartesian hoofer, with 
his violent leanings, his fond- 
ness for the dark and his casual 
assumption of artistic genius, 
regarded me steadily. “I’m not 
the type of performer who 
gets to a scale like this and 
then fades into the sunset. I 
don't think any great artist 
thinks. 'I'll just sing at half- 
power tonight, nobody'll 
notice.' it’s going to be like this 
and then -click! - - one day it’ll 
be over. !i can't be any other 
way. I can't dance at 50 per 
cent. 1 have only one speed. " 
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You've got less than 
10 days to see the 
largest Picasso 
Portrait Exhibition 
ever. It's running at 
the Galerie Nationale 
du Grand Palais in 
Paris, and the easiest 
way to get there is 
by Eurostar. Fares 
start from as little as 
£79’return. 


The exhibition runs until 
20 jiin. The Galerie is open 
until: 10pm on Weds, 8pm 
Mon , Thurs, Fri, Sat & 
Sun but closed on Tues. 
Reservations are not required 
for afternoon visits. 


0345 303030 

or see an appointed travel 
agent or railway station. 


'Svbjca to terms and conditions. 
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Alberto Manguel: Evrta 
knew my mum; Htsegs 
lack of feeling for Bnts...o 
Winterson’s tragedy and 

Kennedy's triumph > 




A new BBC documentary seeks to suggest 
that Rudolf Nureyev’s last decade was lived 

and danced beneath the shadow of 

impending death. John Percival, thestar s 
friend and biographer, begs to disagree 


the last 10 years 
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D e monuis - well, it used to be nothing 
but good that shouJd be spoken of the 
dead, but now the idea seems to be that 
dishing the dirt is what matters. This is 
not just a question of the way newspa- 
per obituaries have become more frank and honest 
over recent years - that is cause for gratitude - but 
elsewhere the trend has gone too far. And I am not 
the only person who will be hopping mad about the 
Omnibus programme marking the fourth anniver- 
sary of Rudolf Nureyev’s death, to be shown by 
BBC1 on Tuesday. 

What an opportunity lost! Granted, this pro- 
gramme docs not parade supposed facts which are 
simply untrue: in that respect, it is unlike two biogra- 
phies of Nureyev (one English, one American) that 
were rushed out once he could no longer sue. But 
the documentaty. covering the last 10 years of his 
life, is both incomplete and heavily slanted, its bias 
indicated by the title: ‘Dancing through Darkness”. 

At least* two of Nureyev’s” closest friends, the 
American Wallace Potts and the French Douce 
Francois, withdrew their co-operation from the pro- 
gramme-makers during filming because. Polls told 
me, “their approach was misleading- they had said 
it was about his professional life, but it became clear 
that they wanted to concentrate on his illness.” Other 
witnesses who did take part, such as Nureyev's col- 
league Patricia Ruanne. can be seen on camera grit- 
ting their teeth against questions they find inap- 
propriate. And some dancers are shown only in brief 
snippets although they actually recorded far more; 
did their comments not fit the chosen line? 

People with much less knowledge of Nureyev. 
however, are allowed to pontificate about his 
thoughts and motives. Among these 1 am inclined 
to place the American agentT Andrew Grossman. 


who took over from Nureyev's long-term adviser, 
Sandor Goriinsky. Grossman reveals a somewhat 
shaky grasp of what Nureyev actually achieved dur- 
ing his time in Paris, and his surprise at his client's 
reluctance to sign a contract for The King and I is 
revealing. Maybe he did not realise that what 
Nureyev really wanted at that point was a renewal 
of his Paris contract on acceptable terms. 

“He made a million dollars” from The King and 
/, Grossman claims. Nureyev liked to make money, 
bur after 1975 it all went to the Foundation he had 
set up. Some was invested in the paintings and 
antique furniture that filled his various homes, but 
when his dearest friend Maude Gosling expressed 
worries about his extravagance, he begged her 
“Don’t stop me. because I love to have them around 
me. When I'm gone, they can all be sold” The pro- 
ceeds. after providing for his relatives, were to ben- 
efit dance, and especially young dancers: and indeed 
several scholarships have already been awarded. 

The starting (and finishing) point of the BBC pro- 
gramme is Nureyev's last big production: an opu- 
lent version of the classic La Bayadere, premiered 
at the Paris Opera on S October 1992. Nureyev had 
not long recovered from painful kidney stones, then 
struggled against a heavy respiratory infection to 
stage the three-act work in just three weeks. The film 
shows him taking a rehearsal, hardly able to talk but 
his eyes not missing a point, conveying his correc- 
tions by gestures and through an assistant 

No wonder that, by opening night he was worn 
out and had to watch the performance from a couch 
in a stage-hox. Cameras focus on his gaum face as 
he is helped on stage to acknowledge an ovation. 
This is a sad sight and the implication we are left 
with is that afterwards he just curled up in a comer 
and waited to die. 


Actually, no, he didn’L At the dinner after the 
premiere, he talked to Maude Gosling about his 
plans for choreographing Hans Werner Henze's 
Ondine. When l visited him two days later in his 
apartment on the Quai \foltaire. he was delighted 
that he had persuaded his doctor. Michel Canesi, 
to certify him fit to fly the next day to the Caribbean 
island of Saint «Barth61eray. where he had a house. 
“HI never shake this off in all the cold and damp 
here in Paris," he told me. “but in the sun I’ll soon 
be better.” That evening he went off to the Opcra- 
Comiquc to watch Roland Petit’s Marseilles Ballet 
and afterwards to discuss plans for conducting some 
performances of Petit’s Coppelia. And when his 
dancer friends Charles Jude and Florence Clerc 
accompanied him to Saint-Barth's, Nureyev started 
working out movements on Jude for a foturc pro- 
duction of Britten’s The Prince of the Rqpdas. 

All his life Nureyev had been used to overcom- 
ing illness and injury. Rather than lose his role in a 
new ballet by Frederick Ashton, he struggled into 
Covent Garden with a temperature of 102 for the 
premiere of Jazz Calendar. (Royal Ballet dancers 
punningly nicknamed him Randolph Neveroff.) 
When an injury during Act 1 of La Sylphide once 
forced him to allow a replacement to go on in Act 
2: he still got on stage somehow for the evening's 
last ballet. The Lesson, where he could adjust the 
steps to save the hurt leg, and his acting could cover 
any shortcomings in technique. And after one per- 
formance, I remember watching him remove yards 
of elastic bandage worn for support like a puttee 
round one ankle under his tights. 

So when Dr Canesi diagnosed him as HIV-posi- 
tive in 1984. this did not make him change his pro- 
fessional way of life. The film’s implication that he 
began rushing to cram everything in is a misread- 


ing: he had always rushed, all his life wanted to do 
more than there was time for, simply because he had 
so many ambitions and interests. Besides, as Canesi 
says, at that time the expectation was that Aids would 
kill only one in 10; the grimmer, longer-term truth 
became apparent only gradually. And Nureyev acted 
as if he would beat this illness like the others. 

The 10 years covered by the programme were a 
period of astonishing achievement Nureyev’s trans- 
formation of the Paris Opera Ballet is described by 
the ballet roaster Patrice Ban, but it could surely have 
been made clearer to a non-specialist audience just 
how he changed the dancers’ approach, allowed 
young talent its head, and widened their range with 
a whole new repertoire. From historical re-creations 
to new commissions, from classic revivals to the most 
extreme modernists, from his own productions to a 
steady stream of visiting choreographers, they 
tackled everything and did it well. 

I cannot think of anyone else who has achieved 
so much on taking over an established company. 
What Nureyev did at the Paris Opera would have 
been a foil-time job for anyone else, but (while keep- 
ing in touch via daily phone calls whenever he was 
absent) he combined it with guest appearances and 
productions world tours and bunching a further 
career as a conductor. 

That was not just a whim but a way of continu- 
ing to perform when he cnuld no longer dance, and 
also of enriching his love of music. Herbert von 
Karajan had advised him to do it and even said “I'll 
leach you”. Nureyev studied conducting seriously 
in Vienna and California, directed concerts, anil 
conducted an American Ballet Theatre gala of the 
Prokofiev Romeo and Juliet. A fascinating devel- 
opment for a dancer - but one that is not shown 
at all in this programme, and gets only a throwaway 


mention: “He conducted and choreographed and 
continued to dance.” 

How good it would have been to see some of this, 
as well as more detail about what happened in Paris, 
instead of the interminably repeated pictures of 
dancers walking through corridors, interspersed with 
the most hackneyed and irrelevant background 
shots of motor traffic and trains, people smoking 
or sitting in cafes, even that wonderful old clich6, 
the Eiffel Tower. Add lots of slow motion and soft 
focus, with a melancholy soundtrack specially com- 
posed by Alexander Balanescu, and you have what 
often looks more like a travel commercial than an 
arts documents iv. 

The programme's makers might have probed fur- 
ther into why. after such a triumph as ballet direc- 
tor. Nureyev's contract was not renewed Jack Lang, 
the former Arts Minister who originally appointed 
him to the job. claims not to know why Nureyev 
was edged out. hut mutters darkly about “personal 
problems” and his health. Nobody breathes the 
name Pierre Berge (head of Yves Saint-Laurent) 
who had been put in charge of both the Paris opera 
houses and whose main achievement there was to 
have sacked not only Nureyev but the musical direc- 
tor Daniel Barenboim in favour of replacements 
neither of whom lasted long. 

Still, Nureyev (as so often in life) actually has the 
last laugh in this programme. Forget the baleful 
comments; ignore the lugubrious background 
music. Just look at Nureyev's face. In almost every 
shot, he is either smiling or laughing outright. And 
this is the man under imminent threat, the man 
“dancing through darkness”? Or is it the man I 
remember, who loved life and enjoyed it to the foil? 
Decide for yourself. 

'Omnibus' 10.45pm Tuesday. BBC1 
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To bop 
or not 
to bop 

It may not be in an 
idiom Ronnie Scott 
would recognise, but the 
future of British jazz has 
never sounded better. 

By Phil Johnson 


S tanding at the bar. smoking a 
cigarette, staring into space. . . 
Whether the venue was a 
hotel in Havana during the 
jazz festival he and his part- 
ner Pete King helped to organise there; 
in clubs, pubs and concert halls through- 
out Britain oq tours with his quinteL or. 
most famously, at his own club in Soho, 
the late Ronnie Scott did a Jot of star- 
ing into space. Caught in repose, his 
hawk-iike profile wreathed in clouds of 
smoke, the contemplative moment pro- 
vided by a fag break seemed to extend, 
on a chain of tobacco, into infinity. 

It's tempting, however fanciful, to 
imagine that the space Scott was star- 
ing into was also something to do with 
the future of jazz, and his own place in 
it. A terrific tenor saxophonist in his 
prime, whose Jazz Couriers group with 
Tubby Hayes (who died in 1973) was the 
highpoint of British bop in the late 
Fifties. Scott nevertheless suffered from _ 
insecurity about the value of his playing, 
often refusing offers to sit in with the 
American stars he had booked to play 
at his club, who admired him unre- 
servedly. Even the tetchy Charles Min- 
gus gave praise: "Of all ihc white boys. 
Ronnie Scott gets closer to the negro 


blues feeling;” he said in 1961. This, of 
course, was part of the problem. Jazz 
musicians of Scott's generation dedi- 
cated themselves to an idiom whose cul- 
tural roots lay largely in another conti- 
nent and another racial identity’, and 
they tended to measure their own an 
accordingly, becoming hypersensitive 
about their imagined shortcomings. 

Although there has been a vital 
Europeanjazz tradition since the 192C)s 
and Django Reinhardt, it’s only com- 
paratively recently that it has seemed to 
offer British musicians a credible alter- 
native to aspire to. At present. Euro- 
pean jazz has never been stronger, 
with British artists the strongest of all 
if we accept the measurement offered 
by the annual Danish Jazzpar Prize (a 
cash reward of 554.000, and an overall 
budget of 5250,000 for performances, 
broadcasts and recordings). This year’s 
wnner is Django Bates from Becken- 
ham. the pianist, composer and band- 
leader (of Loose Tubes and Delightful 
Precipice). Three years ago. the winner 
was Canterbury's Tony Coe. the saxo- 
phonist and clarinettist, and these two 
represent the only non-Amcricans to 
have won the award - Ihc nearest jazz 
gets to a Nobel - since it was established 


eight years ago. Significantly, both 
Bates and Coe abjure the bop tradition 
in favour of an eclecticism that draws 
from earlier and later forms of jazz, as 
well as from classical and folk music. 
For young British jazz musicians today, 
the range of influences has never been 
broader, though what for Scott would 
have been the great tradition - the lin- 
eage of bop from Charlie Parker to the 
Marsalis brothers - can be a burden as 
much as an inspiration. 

For the saxophonist Julian Arguellcs 
- whose Scapes album of last year was 
one of the most striking, and strikingly 
different, of all British jaz 2 albums - the 
bop tradition is a perplexing inheritance. 
“I don’t know how 1 deaf with it” he 
says. *'I go through phases. Sometimes 
I feel really happy playing saxophone 
and then sometimes I find it quite frus- 
trating or even depressing, especially 
because there is a real tradition with the 
sax. a tradition I came up through, of 
John Collrane and Sonny Rollins. It 
really is bard to not sound like that: it's 
in the nature of the instrument to sound 
very, well, jazzy. I listen to Coltrane and 
Rollins and just think that that's what 
the instrument does best.” 

Argiidlcs finds alternative models in 






classical and folk music, but recognises 
the importance of a European jazz tra- 
dition too. citing the examples of the Nor- 
wegian Jan (“Offieium”) Gaibarek, the 
British John Surman and (he Brazilians 
Hermeto Pascoal and Egberto Gismonti. 

At 23, the pianist Nikki Ycoh is per- 
haps the most exciting British jazz musi- 
cian of her generation. Yet to make a 
record, she came to prominence after sit- 
ting in on a jam session at the Jazz Cafe 
as an amateur, where she impressed 
Courtney Pine sufficiently for him io pick 
her for his band there and then. She has 
since toured with Neneh Cherry, formed 
her own inn. fnfinitum. begun a series of 
solo performances and written for the 
contemporary classical keyboard sextet 
Piano Circus, who programmed her 
piece alongside works by John Cage. “I 
don’t see myself as fitting in with either 
the European or American traditions", 
she says. “There isn't so much pressure 
these days to fit in with any category. Peo- 
ple are starting to get their influences 
from all sorts of different places. " 

Yeoh docs, however, recognise 
national differences in the way jazz is 
passed on from one generation to the 
next. "In the US, there's a tradition of 
bandleaders as teachers. With someone 



like Dizzy Gillespie, or Wynton Marsalis 
now, they wouldn't just get you out of bed 
and say. -Right, G flat minor, ninth 
chord!' They’d explain how it works, and 
pass their knowledge on to members of 
the band. That sort of thing isn’t woven 
into the fabric of the doth here." 

Ycoh is currently working on a com- 
mission for this year’s Bath Festival 
which involves harmonising rhe sound of 
the spoken word from readings in dif- 
ferent languages of one of her own 
poems, for a composition for 14 musi- 
cians and a video projection. 

Video projections? Compositions for 
six pianos? John Cage? Ybu can ilmost 
see Ronnie Scott shaking his head with 
disdain and reaching for the packet of 
fags. He would, however, surely love 
Yeoh’s improvisation on Coltrane's 
‘"Giant Steps", and thrill to Arguelles' 
tender reading of -‘Too Young to Go 
Steady”, the corny standard Coltrane 
transfigured into rare art. Staring into 
such a space, perhaps the future of 
British jazz wouldn’t look too glum, 
even to Ronnie? ; 

Julian. Arguelles Quartet Sptn toddy, Julian. 
f Stew Arguelles Duo 3pm tompmw.jd. 
BlackJieath Concert Hails, 23 Lee 
London SE3 (0181-463 0200) : 


U: 





f 







fcrto Manguej. F vit 
mum- hw 

; k of feeling fo r H B ®¥s 
:nned y’s triu^h 3 ^ 


THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • SATURDAY 11 JANUARY 1997 


arts 


F was lived 

r of 

the star’s 
isagree 



...V “'USK* "■ 

•' i .JY. - ,“v\|Wll> 

. ••• ■'..Cka-'u*' 

.IjJlJt 

'• fSvJ'f -j 


.,.1 Jjtkw 

v. Jp| v ’" 111 ' 
, /m Nil*! 0 . 

\ ,v-L-' ! J *" ;0 1 

V. fl-f- 15 

: .'i- ..v^' 

r,-.u-k< 

- - 7IB I^ 


■ . -Mil"'. * 

•• ;>*; 
1 , ; -! S ^ 

■ '*' r u i> ,r ' 

U"‘‘- V 

■< S> 

= ‘ I • 

. -l.l'I' MJ? 1 

. ,|lP 

‘ . ■ I!"' /. 

” . m* ■ , *’ i •: * 

: r. 

::.:■ *'*:** 

|-U 1 .in' 


Have you heard the latest 
‘Knock! Knock!’ joke? 



An element 
of surprise 

Chopin Recitals. By Adrian Jack 


Tinselly sounds and festive fun with the Bournemouth SO. By Ian Pillow 


C hristmas came to the Bournemouth Sym- 
phony Orchestra suddenly, without warn- 
ing, as it always does. We’d Jong 
forgotten about those dreadful motorised 
nodding gnomes in the shopping precinct 
opposite the Poole Arts Centre - they seemed 
to have been there since September. There we 
were, having groaned our way through yet 
another Brahms symphony with Herbert Von 
Mogadon in the morning, and were taking our 
places after lunch expecting much of the same, 
when suddenly we heard a familiar voice (we 
hadn’t bothered to look up at the conductor's 
rostrum). “Good afternoon, everyone." “Good 
afternoon, Ron,** came back the feeble 
response from a band fazed by Mogadon's end- 
less soliloquies about the meaning of an F 
sharp. In true panto fashion, the conductor 
tried again. “Good afternoon, everyone.** We 
suddenly found our party hats. “Good after- 
noon, Ron!** - this time fortissimo. Ron Good- 
win was here. At a stroke, it was Christmas. 

As further evidence of this there was a memo 
on my chair from the management. Was 1 going 
to present my pre-concert talk, “The use of 
sonata -rondo form in Rudolph the 
Red-nosed Reindeer and its implications on 
modem society", as advertised? This was from 
a new member of staff who had failed to appre- 
ciate her predecessor's sense of humour. 

There is something reassuring about the Ron 
Goodwin Christmas Show. The music is the 
same year in year out, but coming face to face 


with Little Donkey after 1 1 months on the bat- 
tlefield in hand-to-hand mortal combat with ihc 
great classics is as comforting as one's Hrcsidc 
arm chair. .Anyway, the jokes are different from 
last year (they conic from Ihc year before) and 
there is always a novelty item. 

This year it was a spectacular arrangement of 
O Little Town of Bethlehem. As the whole pro- 
gramme is decorated with tinselly. linkly 
festive sounds, wc have one of those fiendishly 
clever electronic keyboard things which at the 
press of a button reproduces - with uncanny 
accuracy - a vague, approximate impression of 
a harpsichord, a piano, or an ice-cream van ( I'm 
told it's meant to he a celeste). It can also trans- 
pose into any key. If you can't be bothered with 
all those black notes, just stick to the white ones 
and the micro chip will do the rest. Thai is. if it's 
in a good mood - it has a habit of throwing an 
artistic wobbly for no apparent reason. Ev er since 
the poor keyboard player once unwittingly 
detonated “Cosmic Explosion” during Silent 
Night, we've always wailed with bated breath. 

For O Little Town of Bethlehem, it was 
supposed to be a harpsichord (for the olde 
worlde touch), twanging away on lop of a 
triangle (for the festive touch), a harp (for the 
angelic touch) and earth-shattering kit drums 
and thumping, pounding electric guitars (for 
the devotional touch). Having thus set the 
scene, the rest of the orchestra launched forth 
with the tunc, all in a merry F major. Except 
for the harpsichord. Even though the wretched 


player was hammering away in state-of-the-art 
F major, the synthesiser had decided unilater- 
ally in irunspoxt: up a \emi-ione into F sharp 
- and there was nothing any one could do about 
it. O Utile Town of Bethlehem thus emerged in 
whal sounded like a newly discovered arrange- 
ment by Stockhausen. 

If our favourite Chrislnus event is the Run 
Goodwin Show, coming ;t close second is the 
“Seasonal Concert with" Carols" that we do in 
Quires and Places where they don't want the 
Ron Goodwin Show. Its success hinges on the 
Guest Presenter. This character is usually found 
by our management sticking a pin in the Radio 
Times and coming up with some nerd off Blue 
filer or Saturday kids' TV. The best ones are 
those who have to narrate Piter and the Wolf or 
some such thing, can't read a note of music and 
don’t know a double-bass from a dustbin lid. 

This was a vintage year. To add to the fun. 
nor only could the presenter not read a note 
of music, but the conductor was from East 
Europe and didn't understand a word of what 
the presenter was saying anyway. 

Even though Santa was kind to me this year, 
the first rehearsal of Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears (special commission) remains the high- 
light of my Christmas. The presenter looked 
nervous. “Don’t vorry." said the conductor. 
“Jus* say. ven I do zis.” pointing a finger. 

“Wonce upon a loim...*’ (our presenter was 
Irish) "Goldilocks was walkin' trough a wood 
on a foin sommer’s day...” Skippy. whist ly 


music on flute: the conductor pointed... “when 
she came to a little cotl...“ 

"Stop. 1 No! Zat wik fur ze first wiolccnce. 
Start again." 

“Wonce upon a toim Goldilocks w as walkin’ 
Trough a wood on a foin sommer's day...” 
Skippy. whistly music on flute, then a sexy, 
slinky tune on the first violins... -when she 
came to a little cottage. ‘Oi wonndcr if anyone's 
in?*" In an inspirational burst of improvised 
method-acting that would have been the talk 
of any drama academy, the presenter here beat 
his fist upon the air. pretending to knock upon 
the door. This was followed by the sound of the 
vibraphone imitating a doorbell. 

“Is there nobody- in? Oi*II troy agin." (Didn't 
I tell you? The script is up for the TS Eliot 
Prize.) Failing to appreciate the composer's- 
inspirational masterstroke with the vibraphone, 
the presenter pounded the air with his fist again. 

“No!” interrupted our frustrated conductor. 
“You press ze linker in ze eer- two - and ve make 
ze dink-donk.” Satisfied that he had thus clari- 
fied the situation, he then said. “Ve do again." 

“Is there nobody in? OiU troy agin.” and with 
touching obsequious obedience the presenter 
put a finger in each car. as instructed, pre- 
sumably expecting the vibraphone to activate 
some special detonating device. Just as well he 
misunderstood really. Hud he really put two fin- 
gers in the air in what was supposed to be a 
“family show”, it would have been a black day 
for orchestra-audience relations. 


L ouis Lonie devoted nan 
two of his Chopin recital 
at the Wigmnrc Hal! last 
Ridav to the 24 Preludes - not 
so frequently played a* vou 
would expect for such popular 
pieces. Lottie is certainly a 
strong pianist, and plaved the 
rippling left hand of No 3 tt j,h 
a boldness hardly warranted 
by the piano, letgtem marking. 
But the outer sections of the" 
“Raindrop" Prelude were 
delicate and really quiet, and 
stilled the audience like a 
spell. Despite performances 
that were never less than 
technically commanding and 
expressively purposeful 
however, the response to 
most of the programme 
seemed underwhelming. 

Some spark was missing, as j| 
Lortic knew too well how he 
would shape the music. 

Ten years after he first 
made such a strong 
impression in this cnuitdy. 
Lortic has not failed to live 
up to it. but he hasn't reailv 
surprised us cither. With 
more than 20 discs to his 
credit, including the complete 
piano works of Ravel and 
sonatas of Beethov en, he's 
being cast in the role of can- 
do-all. another cycle-slogger. 
That may be commercially 
rewarding, but it doesn't 
necessarily make for the most 
interesting artistic results. 

The qualities of .Andrew 
Wilde - not to be confused 
w-ith his British senior David 
Wide, still less with the 
veteran American Earl Wild - 
have been compared to those 
of Myra Hess and Solomon. 
His QEH redial on 
Wednesday made apparent 
why. He chose a Chopin 
programme of almost 
overwhelming richness - the 
Fantasy, Barcarolle and 
Sonatas Nos 2 and 3. He 
dashed on and off the 
platform in a hectic kind of 
way, starting each work 


almost before he was seated. 
There was an exciting 
freshness, even a sense of 
danger in his playing, but 
nothing unconsidered. The 
Fantasy was paced like an epic 
journey, from the long 
preparatory section, through 
the lyrical efflorescence and 
contrasting repose in the 
distant central slow section, to 
a thrilling surge of emotion at 
the end. The Barcarolle 
showed an exquisite sense of 
rhythmic style, the swaying 
motion nudged just enough to 
send the piece floating. Most 
remarkable of all. perhaps, 
were Wilde's passion and 
intelligence - and courage - 
in the treacherous Second 
Sonata. His boldness in 
dramatising the exploratory 
opening . if the development 
in the first movement was 
highly original and effective, 
and his easy melodic grace in 
the long tune a: :he heart of 
the Funeral March made you 
wonder why most pianists" 
sound so stiff and boring at 
this point. .An inspired, and 
inspiring, performance, rising 
fully to all the great moments. 

After which, there was 
hardly room for admiration 
to increase. But the Third 
Sonata was splendid, too - 
forthright and clear, even 
though Wilde pedalled the 
stormier passages generously. 
He took nothing for granted, 
and really played the piano 
like an orchestra, thinning 
out his tune deliberately in 
the slow movement, rather as 
string-players might cut down 
on vibrato. Fur once. I 
actually wanted more 
encores, just to hear what he 
would do with them. We got 
tuo Waltzes: in C sharp 
minor, Op t>4 No 2. delicately 
coloured and affectionate: 
and in A flat. Op 34 No 1. in 
all its brilliant splendour. 

You can hear Wilde again, at 
the Wigmorc Hall, in March. 


A plague on both your houses 

Paul Taylor urges zero tolerance for the bleeding-heart compassion and moralising Manhattan Marxism of Wallace Shawn’s The Fever’ 


I n Wallace Shawn’s one-person play. 
The Fever ; Clare Coulter talks of 
finding herself drawn towards a 
beautiful beggar in a poor country. 
There’s money in her purse; she could 
give the beggar some of it. “And a voice 
says, ‘Why not all of it? Why not give 
her all that you have?’” One argument 
against giving the beggar all that you 
have - in the literal Christian sense of 
“all” - is that you would simply be 
swapping places with this person. For 
the sake of a few minutes’ relief from 
middle-class liberal guilt, you would be 
putting the beggar in the same morally 
dubious position with regard to poverty 
that you had formerly occupied. And, 
from one perspective at least, the net 
improvement in the world would be ml. 

Shawn’s play - a monologue 
delivered by a privileged traveller in a 
smart hotel in a Third World 
dictatorship - poses as a questioning 
of ail the intellectual presuppositions 
that enable cosseted Western culturati 
to carry on cosseting themselves: that 
high art and beauty have a trickle- 


mni 


down, humanising effect: that it’s 
political gradualism, rather than 
bloody revolution, which will improve 
the lot of the poor, etc, etc. 

The monologue takes us on a 
spiralling, hallucinatory plunge into a 
land of nervous breakdown, though, as 
this nervous breakdown seems to have 
been triggered more by what the 
speaker has seen of the world's 
wickedness than by personal problems, 
the degree (if any) to which it is 
supposed to represent an unbalanced 
view of reality is left unclear. The 
production opens at the Royal Court in 
a week that has exposed afresh the 
difficulties of taking humane, 
honourable and effective measures with 
regard to the destitute and homeless. 
Zero-tolerance policies or bleeding- 
heart compassion? Either way, the 
danger is dial the focus of concern will 
not be on the poor but on the 
sensitivities of the “haves”. 

Performed with mesmeric skill by Ms 
Coulter- whose rapid, driven delivery, 
rubbery, determined mouth, and 


mocking, self-loathing inflections, 
beautifully bring out the text's disturbing 
zeal - The Fe\er thinks it has the measure 
of the intractable contradictions in the 
guilt-ridden liberal stance. But it is 
riddled with unexamined contradictions 
of its own and presumptuous 
assumptions that make you recoil from 
its garrulous Manhattan Marxism. 

I am noL God knows, a religious 
person but. next to the media 
appearances of Richard Dawkins, I 
can't think of anything more likely to 
make me one than the glib, imprisoning 
materialism of the outlook on display 
here. Referring to the chambermaid in 
the Third World hotel, the speaker 
offers a savage parody of the 
Westerners' unspoken attitude towards 
her - "(she j is repulsive, ignorant - it's 
not inappropriate that she should live 
in hell, because to you she really seems 
like a creature from hell”. But the idea 
that this girl is in “ hell" because she is 
veiy poor is just the equally impertinent 
flipside to the old Romantic view that 
fetishised the supposed simplicity and 


wisdom of the destitute and outcast. 
And if the chambermaid’s life is “hell", 
how would you describe the life of the 
people on the torture tables to which 
frequent allusion is made? It is. in any 
case, typical of the simplistic way The 
Fcier divides up the world that you 
might suppose the poor have the 
monopoly on being tortured. 

Full of lurid imaginings. Shawn's play 
is vitiated by a failure of imagination. 
Guilt at her privileged way of life seems 
to have resulted in the speaker virtually 
regarding such privilege as the necessary 
condition of happiness. Irritation at the 
way she can't escape from referring 
everything back to herself has produced 
in her an intermittently reductive 
response to any art that portrays the 
feelings of an individual with the 
disqualification of a moderate income 
upwards. There were knowing 
complacent sniggers from the audience 
when she w ondered why she had ever 
found The Cherry Orchard moving. 
Chekhov's heroine may have lost her 
estate, but she's going to an apartment 


in Paris, so save your sympathy. By that 
criterion. Oedipus can go stuff himself, 
because he lives in a palace. 

There's an overarching paradox in the 
piece. “Artists who create works of art 
that inspire sympathy and good values 
do not change the lives of the poor.” So 
why then was The Fever written in such a 
way that (as a note from Shawn 
indicates) it can “be performed in 
anyone's flat or home"? This is rather 
like running a meals-on-wheels service 
that subjects its recipients to a stem 
lecture arguing that the nutritional 
value of food is a complete myth. Being 
in two minds about art has long been a 
valid subject for art but f don't think 
that The Fever approaches this theme 
honourably. It feels more like a case of 
wanting to have your cake and eat it 
than like a courageous self-impaling on 
a double-pronged contradiction. Like 
Shawn’s Designated Mourner, premiered 
at the National Theatre last year, this 
earlier drama bifurcates the "world 
crudely and then, in effect, says “A 
plague on both your houses”. 

GERAINT LEWIS 


I'd spent the afternoon agonising over 
which work 10 vote for in the “Best Play" 
category of the Critics' Circle Awards for 
l<Wo. Seeing The Fever dented my mind 
on this question. Last spring, the Royal 
Court produced a new drama about a 
lonely divorcee who breaks the rules of 
the day cenn-e for the homeless, where 
she does voluntary work, by taking in and 
embarking on a relationship with one of 
its clients. Through a series of 
misapprehensions, she winds up being 
publicly humiliated by this temporary 
lover, who dismisses her attempted 
kindness as "all middle-class wank. Do 
something for some poor sod like me. 
Feel good about yourself... and get a 
fuck into the bargain.” Why this charge is 
both correct and completely wrong and 
why the man both has a right and no 
right to say this to her arc issues which 
this play teases out with a largeness of 
spirit and imagination that put 77it‘ finer 
to shame. I shall be voting for Clare 
McIntyre's The Thickness of Skin. 

To 25 Jan. Rcwal Court at the Ambassadors. 
London WC2 (0171-565 5000) 
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THE FILM 


excellent 


overview 


critical 

view 


on view 


our view 


The Mirror Has Two Faces 


Barbra Streisand produces, directs, writes 
the theme tune and stars In her remake 
of a French comedy about a professor 
who falls for Jeff Bridges and discovers 
her inner beauty. With Lauren Bacall. 


Adam Mare- Jones felt “the eclipse of the 
character by the director-star sabotages 
any number of moments". “Bacall is 
simply wonderful... relentless schmaltz, 
shuddered the Standard. “This mess of a 
movie... joyless camp," gasped the Times. 
“Silly, flibbertigibbet, sentimental and 
modestly enjoyable," conceded the FI. 

Cert 15, 124 mins, on general release. 


THE TV DRAMA 

Rebecca 


Carlton’s two-part dramatisation of 
Daphne du Maurier's romantic novel with 
Charles Dance, Diana Rigg and Emilia Fox 
in the leading role played (spookily) by 
her mother tor the BBC in 1980. 


Thomas Sutcliffe pointed to Hitchcock, 
who took "half the time to double the 
effect". "Inept... a one-dimensional 
mutilation, " stormed the Standard. 
■Another glossy production from TV’s over- 
used dressing-up box," yawned the Mail. 
“Exceptional performances." beamed the 
Times. “Stunning," Squealed the Sun. 

Been and gone, but Hitchcock's 
marvellous film (fewer breasts, far more 
eroticism) has been re-released. See it. 


THE PLAY 


The Cripple of Inishmaan 


Martin McDonagh follows his debut The 
Beauty Queen of Leenane with another rural 
Irish comedy. Nicholas Hytner returns to the 
theatre directing a first-rate cast including 
Anita Reeves with designs by Bob Crowley. 


Raul Taylor "laughed out loud” but was 
dismayed by the “heartless, opportunistic 
relationship to the matenal". “Sentimentality 
and cruelty march hand in hand." agreed 
the Telegraph. “A tough, boisterous, gifted 
play," enthused the Times. “Well directed 
and beautifully designed... highly 
accomplished," approved the Guardian. 

In rep at the Cottesloe, Royal National 
Theatre, London SE1 (0171-92S 2252). 


Some great one-liners 
drown in oversincerity. 
The definition of a vanity 
project 




Diana Rigg was the best 
thing in it, but there was 
little competition. 


dt 


Beautifully directed and 
acted, and very funny, 
but it collapses into 
Tales of the Unexpected. 


d 



Barbican Theatre 
Until 12 February 


Bax Office 

0171-638 8891 








Planet of the 
canapes 

Roger Clarke on a simian satire 

The Woman and the Ape by Peter Hoeg, Harvitl ; £ 15.99 



P eter Hoeg is Denmark’s most 
celebrated literary export 
since Hans Christian Ander- 
sen and Soren Kierkegaard. 
Pitched between these two 
extremes of naive metaphor and 
dour fatalism lies Hfieg’s demesne, 
where rather chilling, fairy-tale- 
like things happen in anti-authori- 
tarian contexts. 

Hoeg’s new book will shock die 
more sedate purchasers of his icy 
bestseller. Miss Smilia ’s Feeling for 
Snow. Its theme is superficially 
controversial: Madelene, the 
alcoholic Danish wife of 
upper-class English 
conservationalist Adam Burden, 
runs off to live in a London park 
with a new species of ape, pongo 
hominoides londiniensis. But this 
isn't an exploration of bestiality in 
the style of, say. Waierian 
Borowczyk’s zoophile films. 

No; this is Fay Wray in 
Shakespeare's forest of Arden. 

This is farce, this is satire. This is 
Oshima's 1987 chimp-fancying film 
Max Mon Amour (Charlotte 
Rampling spurns diplomat 
husband for an ape j given social 
rather than sexual teeth. This is 
Planet of the Apes re-written by 
Adam Mars-Jones. Could it be, 
implies Hoeg, that the Queen of 
England is an ape? 

Why Hoeg has chosen to satirise 
the British class system, about 
which he knows very little, is a 
mystery. His portraits of cockney 
yobs and over-bred toffs are 
ludicrous caricatures. But we are 
in the land of heavy metaphor. His 
London is an unrecognisable city 
viewed through a kaleidoscope of 
that puzzling and half-cocked 
literary genre, magic realism. 

The opening scene: a sailing ship 
hoves into Wapping’s docklands 
like something out of the 
pseudo-Elizabethan passages in 
Eliot’s The Waste Land. On board 
a new kind of ape is being 
smuggled. Shaved and made 
articulate, it later passes for a 
human being called (Darwin 
reference) Erasmus. Erasmus's 
journey through the undergrowth 
of London - depicted as awash 
with carnivorous predators - and 


his redemption of Madelene is the 
core of the book. 

Hoeg comes across as a maverick 
with a hippy social conscience in 
this and earlier books. When he 
writes about “feudalistic class 
supremacy 1 " you can tell he doesn't 
like it, and Adam seems disliked 
by bis creator not for any moral 
lapse but for having genteel table 
manners, the result of “400 years 
of evolution”. When the hue and 
cry goes up after Madelene and 
Erasmus elope, Hoeg unleashes 
his most direct attack. Erasmus 
was “like the Falklands war only 
on a smaller scale, a dragon, an 
economy-sized King-Kong 
tailor-made for takmg the public 
mind off such problems as the 
general decline and 
impoverishment of the city, race 
riots and widespread crime”. 

I couldn't help but be disappointed 
by Roeg’s book, which is shapeless 
and confused, didactic and dreamy 
at the same time. I found his take 
on British social structures frankly 
risible, like a bad male writer 
trying hard to write female roles. 
His oblique jousting against 
colonial attitudes and snooty 
expats, monied families and 
corrupt government is all very 
worthy but it never rings true. 

When the story becomes a tale of 
racial/genetic identity and a fable 
about education (with the ape 
educated like Frankenstein's 
monster), the more interesting 
violent and sexual strands have 
petered out. I look forward to 
Martin Amis going over to 
Denmark to draw conclusions 
from their biker gangs with rocket 
launchers, their beastie porn and . 
their anarchistic drugs commune, 
Christiania, in the heart of 
Copenhagen. 

I far prefer the bizarre 
denouement of a little-known 
book by John Collier, published in 
1931; His Monkey wife, or. Married 
to a Chimp. This hairy bride snuffs 
out the nuptial candle with a 
“prehensile foot” before the 
wedding night begins. Hoeg. 
essentially a puritan, would never 
have such a decadent detail in this 
unnecessarily wholesome book. 


Out of body experience 

Alberto Manguel follows the progress of an undiplomatic corpse 


Santa Evita by Torres £/oy Martinez, Doubleday, £15.99 


A few years ago, 1 took my mother to 
see the musical Evita. My father 
had been Perrin’s ambassador to 
Israel, and my mother considered 
herself a more-than-passing acquaintance 
of Evita Perrin. Evita would swoop by our 
house in Buenos Aires and take my mother 
on shopping sprees to Paris or Rome from 
which she returned loaded with gifts and 
stories. My mother left the show humming 
the tunes but unimpressed by the heroine. 
“Evita wasn't like that at ah," she com- 
plained. “She was the feistiest, most ambi- 
tious, brilliant, ruthless and seductive crea- 
ture I ever met I don’t think anyone could 
succeed in showing you what she was like.” 

I’m not certain if Tbmas Hoy Martinez, 
in Santa Evita , has succeeded in recreating 
that Superwoman to my mother’s satisfac- 
tion. What he has accomplished is the most 
powerful work of fiction to come from Latin 
America since One Hundred Years of Soli- 
atde. “Work of fiction” is a misnomer: 
Martinez uses the devices of the novelist 
but only to establish his facts, in the tradi- 
tion of Michelet or Lytlon Strachey. This 
artful telling allows him to grasp Evita's 
huge myth, made up of events that have 
since echoed and grown in the popular 
imagination, and give it a coherent shape. 

Martinez’s own search for Evita’s story 
is woven through the book. As a young jour- 
nalist in the 1960s, interested in the con- 
vulsive history of Argentina from Perrin’s 
ascent to power in 1946 to his fall in 1955, 
he convinced the ageing demagogue in his 
exile in Spain to grant turn a series of inter- 
views that became Perrin’s memoirs. These 
were an imaginary recreation of the past, 
largely invented by Perrin's magus-like sec- 
retary, Lopez Rega. Intrigued by fiction 
becoming fact, Martinez decided to turn 
feet into fiction: The Novel of torfn, in 1985. 
told the “true" story of Perrin’s progress. 

Martinez realised that, Perrin, though 
important, was not at die core of that mass 
of images, myths and stories that define 
Argentina. At the core of Argentina's 
imaginaire lies Evita. “What are the ele- 
ments that went into the making of the 
myth ofEvita?”,he wonders. Her meteoric 
rise (he answers), her young death, the love 
Perrin supposedly felt for her. her Robin 
Hood-like Foundation for the Pbor, the feet 
that she fulfilled poor people's dreams of 
bridal trousseaux, refrigerators or artificial 
limbs, the felishistic attributes of Evita the 
Saint that made people want to touch her 
so that many refused to spend the money 
she flung at them and framed it like a sacred 



Dinner with a diva: Alberto Manguel’s parents with Eva Priron in Buenos Aires, c 1950 


relic. Finally, there was the never-com- 
pleted Monument to the Descamisados (the 
“Shirtless Ones," as followers of Perrin were 
called) that Evita wanted built as her Taj 
Mahal to the people. Every myth requires 
an open end, something unfinished. The 
monument symbolises that expectation. 

Roaches to riches, tangos to tiaras - there 
are few, thanks to Lloyd Webber and 
Madonna, who don’t know the early chap- 
ters of the Evita story. Less well known is 
Perrin's wish to have her corpse embalmed 
after her death from cancer, and the feet 
that after his ousting in 1955 the body dis- 
appeared until it was (some say miracu- 
lously) repatriated in 1971. Unknown by all 
except its kidnappers or guardians, is what 
happened to the body in the intervening 16 
years - until the publication of Santa Evita. 

For many months, Martinez gathered his 
evidence, reconstructing Evita's life, inter- 
viewing everyone who might bear witness. 
As he says, there are only two characters 
in the book whom he never met, one of 
them Evita herself. Again and again, he 


came across trivial lies, such as Evita's birth- 
place or her age, invented by Perrin and 
Evita for no obvious reasons. Why did they 
lie? “Because they could no longer tell what 
was true and what was false, and because, 
consummate actors both, they had begun 
to portray themselves in other roles. They 
Lied because they had decided that reality 
would be what they wanted it to be. They 
did the same thing novelists do.” 

Like their characters, novelists fell prey 
to melodramatic situations. In 1989, when 
he thought be had all the facts, Martinez 
received a phone call. The voice told him 
that, since Martinez had given such an accu- 
rate picture of Perrin, he had been chosen 
as the recipient of Evita's real story. 

Nothing that any so-called magic realist 
might care to invent touches the story of 
Evita’s body. If a country can find its rep- 
resentation in a person - as Argentina did 
in Evita - then to possess that person, dead 
or alive, lends the illusion of possessing the 
country. The itinerant corpse brings to 
mind other grisly and adored relics whose 


possession meant something vaster than 
themselves: Rasputin's prepuce kept by a 
couple of exiled grandes dames in memory 
of Mother Russia, St Catherine's emaciated 
arm clutched by General Franco on his sick 
bed as proof that Christ was on his side. 

Evita's corpse was pursued by an enam- 
oured colonel bedded by a major who mur- 
dered his wife for its jealous sake, hidden 
in the projectionist cabin of a Buenos Aires 
movie theatre, where the projectionist’s 
daughter played with it as with a doll. Not 
only did the corpse cany within it the coun- 
try’s agonies and libido; it dragged in its 
wake the old-feshioned mummy’s curse that 
touches each of the participants in the saga . 
— including Martinez, who suffered, during 
the writing, from a series of misadventures. 

Novel or chronicle, hagiography or his- 
tory: the reader is ultimately indifferent as 
to which shelf a book is exiled. Astonishing, 
intelligent, horrific, humorous, compos- 
sionate, Santa Evita tells a story more riv- 
eting than any febulation, and in the process 
reinvents a country and its heroine. 


The parties are over, the turkey’s eaten 
(at last), the sky’s grey and life seems flatter 
than usual. 

So draw the curtains, stoke 
up the fire, and settle down 
with the book guaranteed to 
electrify the dullest January 
day. The one Time Out called 
‘an unputdownable master- 
class in thriller writing’. 

The Poet by 
Michael Connelly. 

( £ 53 ^ 1 ** 

And if you daren’t open the curtains when you 
have finished The Poet - just move on to Connelly’s 

new hardback Trunk Music for a feast of 

Californian sun and action from maverick cop Harry 
Bosch... January, dull? 


H : ORION PAPERBACKS 
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The incredible voyager 

Frank McLynn acclaims the prince of whales 

Herman Melville: A Biography Vol i, 1819-1851 by Hershel Parker. Johns Hopkins University Press. £27.50 


W hat have the following got in 
common: R L Stevenson, 
Lawrence of Arabia, C G Jung, 
F R Leavis. Jack London. Orson Welles, 
D H Lawrence, Robert Graves, Albert 
Camus, E M Forster and Somerset 
Maugham? This list could be extended 
almost infinitely, and the answer is that 
all were passionate admirers of Herman 
Melville. Yet, in Britain at least, Melville 
seem* f '-rined that legion of the 
literary lost whu are paid formal obei- 
sance but never read. 

Unfortunately. Hershel Parker’s biog- 
raphy. which takes his hero through the 
first 32 years of life at an average of 30 
pages per year, seems unlikely to reverse 
this trend. This is American academic 
biography at its stodgiest, long on 
exhaustive scholarship, short on expla- 
nation as to why Melville has enthused 
so many talented admirers. There is no 
real sense of America’s greatest writer. 

A New Yorker, Melville shipped out 
to Liverpool as a deckhand after work- 
ing as a bank clerk and teacher. He next 
joined a whaler, jumped ship in the Mar- 
quesas and lived among Types cannibals 
before serving on a US frigate. He 
began writing in 1846, after marrying the 
daughter of a Chief Justice of Massa- 
chusetts and retiring to farm in Pittsfield. 

As a Melvillean, I have often won- 
dered wlty so many people are blind to 
his towering genius. The criticisms seem 
to be, in ascending order of seriousness: 
that the author of Moby-Dick wrote 
about the politically incuriw c,,h ject of 
whale bunting; that there . •- oir.n 
in his novels: that he is “oaieo , . ’his 
preoccupation with evil has no more res- 
onance for a post -Auschwitz wor! 1: and 
that bis masterwork is a bloated 
Leviathan of German mysticism. New 
England transcendentalism and sub- 
Carlylean metaphysics. 

Melville was not. contrary to popular 
belief, the famous homo unius libri - the 
man who wrote one book. Redbum and 
Whitejacket are classic sea stories. Tvpce 
and Omoo, describing Melville’s roam- 
ings in the Pacific from 1841 to 1844, 
launched a thousand romantic adven- 
tures in the South Seas. Melville was also 
a master of the short story and impres- 
sionistic piece. Among his neglected 
achievements in this genre are the 
novella Billy Budd , which inspired Ben- 
jamin Britten to produce his finest opera, 
and the haunting Benito Cereno, which 
director John Huston spent half his life 
unsuccessfully trying to film. 



Whale-hunting in the South Seas 


In his story Bartleby the Scrivener, 
Melville effectively created the avant- 
garde alienated hero, while in Pierre he 
anticipated modernism. His uncom- 
pleted The Confidence Man joins those 
other enigmatic “unfinisheds”, Edwin 
Drood and Weir of Hemiiston. 

But it was with Moby-Dick in 1851 that 
Melville unquestionably joined the 
world’s “top ten” novelists. An academic 
industiy has grown up around it. Sym- 
bol-hunters have managed to attribute 
almost every conceivable interpretation 
to Moby-Dick . The meaning of a great 
book can never be exhausted. But against 
those who argue that this is a baggy mon- 
ster, a Yankee madman's answer to 
Laurence Sterne, I would submit that 
Moby-Dick is delightful perfection. 

Dealing with the profoundest rhemes, 
it is a marvel of symmetry and balance. 
Thi< u achieved through Melville's 
genius in unerringly locating the point of 
equilibrium as he constantly navigates 
between naturalism and symbolism, 
good and evil, conscious and uncon- 
scious. Moby-Dick is first and foremost 
the story of a quest, by the monomaniac 
Captain Ahab, for the white whale. But 
the quest is also the search for ultimate 
reality. It would have been easy for 
Melville to allow the minutiae of whal- 
ing to get out of hand, or for metaphys- 
ical speculations to make the maritime 
adventure a mere afterthought. But the 


MARY EVANS PICTURE LIBRARY 


quest for the whale deepens the specu- 
lations and is deepened by them. One 
can see why Jung, with his emphasis on 
“one world” neither purely material nor 
psychological, was so drawn to this work. 

There is a similar interpenetration in 
Melville's treatment of evil. He impb'e- 
■tly denounces the Christian ideal of per- 
fection as a metaphysical misunder- 
standing: “good and evil braided be”. 
The narrator Ishmael's survival at the 
novel's end denotes the tacking between 
the two perspectives. To make human- 
ism prevail when there is no logical rea- 
son for hope completes Moby-Dick on an 
ambivalent note that mirrors the ambi- 
guity of all that has gone before. 

Melville is never greater as an artist 
than when, unlike Ahab, he allows the 
heart to resist the head. At a cerebral 
level, though, he was one of those who 

canbeiieve in the reality of evil but not 

gotKi: Though in many of its aspects this 
visible world seems formed in love, the 
umsMe spheres were formed in fright.” 

Melville s work will never be pop ular 
wuh readers who feel that a novel must 
deal primarily with relationships or else efis- 
piay political oornmitmem. But for those 
who revel in whale-hunting scenes, who 
.« to encounters with typhoons, sharks, 
gam squid and pirates, and who like the 
mew served up with lashing? of St Paul, 
Kam and Hegel Moby-Dick will remain 
one of the wonders of the world. 
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Inventing men 
behaving badly 

Jenny Turner delights in a 
blend of caritas and eras 

Original Bliss by A L Kennedy, Cape, £14.99 


S o the men you see 
around you bore you? 
Well, you have an imag- 
ination. don't you. woman? 
Why not conjure a better 
one out of thin air? In her 
last novel. So l Am Glad. A 
L Kennedy tried just such a 
thought-experiment and 
came up with Cyrano de 
Bergerac, swordsman, poet 
and dignified loser extraordi- 
naire. The result was inter- 
esting if a bit one-sided, 
what with Cyrano being long 
dead. She tries the spell 
again in her new book, and 
women everywhere will thrill 
to what she has made: 
Edward E Gluck, popular 
scientist and self-help guru. 

A cyberneticist and neurobi- 
ologist, with an adorable fix- 
ation on the Jimmy Stewart 
of It 's A Wonderful Life , he is 
a hunky, brilliant and kindly 
mixture of Richard Dawkins 
and Steve Jones. 

A couple of years ago, 1 had 
an argument with a col- 
league about Kennedy’s 
books. I loved the image of 
life they suggested: a woman, 
probably in Glasgow, potter- 
ing about on her lonesome 
ownsome. dreaming of nuns 
and penguins, worrying 
about God. This colleague, 
however, smelt a rat. He felt 
that ALK, if she wasn't care- 
ful, was headed for emo- 
tional anorexia. Her and her 
bloody feelings, he said: all 
she does is cling to her 
precious feelings. He didn't 
say that what she needed was 
a proper going-over, but that 
was what he meant. 

Two years on, and which of 
us is winning? Well, me. 
obviously. And him, too; 
because we were both right 
in our way. When ALK 
started publishing in the 
early 1990s. it was wonderful 
to read a young woman 
writer who didn’t labour at 
being hip and raunchy. 

The early Kennedy wrote 
about charity, about the 
insights we may find if we 
plug our ears against the 
1-wam-l-want clamour of 
erotic desire. But it would, as 
my red-blooded colleague 
saw. have been terrible if she 
had stayed the way she 
started ouL It isn’t healthy to 
miss out completely on eros. 
It's also a bit vain. And, any- 
way. eros has a habit of out- 
ing itself, no matter how 
hard you suppress it, in 
strange and twisted ways. 

Her new book is made up of 
ten short stories and a Jong 
one. The shorter pieces are 
faint and provisional, like 
pencil-sketches for the big 
picture yet to come. And 
then she does it: “Original 
Bliss”, the 150-page title 
stoiy. Here is the woman 
shuffling about in Glasgow. 
The worries about God. 
Dessert recipes and Open 
University broadcasts and 



A L Kennedy: stylish Scot 


sharp little obiter dicta about 
why Scottish people just 
can't help being stylish and 
why modem dance just can't 
help being crap. And the 
bottomless need for eros. 
3nd its diversion into perver- 
sion. “Original Bliss*' is a 
revelation. It's the best piece 
of writing A L Kennedy has 
yet done. 

Edward E Gluck is an excel- 
lent guy, property man-sized, 
big of brain and heart and 
wiL Only Edward, as the 
heroine discovers, has a bit of 
a problem. He is addicted to 
realty nasty hard-core pom. 
He likes pictures of women 
being fucked by two men 
simultaneously: “On video, 
they pulse in and out of time, 
like something feeding, a fuck 
parasite." He likes pictures of 
women being fucked by dogs. 
He can only get oft and is 
compelled to get off ever 
more furiously, on pictures of 
women being hurt. He hates 
himself for doing it. But not 
even his self-help guru 
resources can show him how 
to stop. 

Along with the shuffling and 
the worrying about God. 
there has always been a 
streak of violent sexual fan- 
tasy in Kennedy's writing. 

It's been there in both her 
novels, although readers 
seem to choose to ignore iL 
And it’s very much there in 
Stella Does Tricks, the ALK- 
scripted movie shortly to be 
released. This streak has 
never been well integrated 
into the body of her writing. 

It has sat like the scum on 
the top of a soup-pan, which 
is why it has been so easy for 
the dainty-stomached reader 
to skim it off. 

But you won’t be able to 
skim off the violent sexual 
fantasy in this one. And that 
is a wonderful thing: it brings 
Edward alive in a way 
Cyrano never managed. It 
brings the heroine who tries 
to love him fall-bloodedly 
alive as well. It also makes 
the current fashion for 
kink-by-numbers stories look 
pretty thin and stupid, 
though that is an incidental 
concern. Caritas without 
eros is empty; eros without 
caritas is blind. I've never 
been so delighted to leave an 
argument only half-right. 


Island in the stream of history 

Melissa Benn welcomes a moving first novel from a veteran political thinker 

When Memory Dies by A Sivanandan. Arcadia, £9.99 


A Sivanandan is one of the 
few political writers who 
really matter in this coun- 
try: a polemicist w ho loves 
language like a poet, a deadly seri- 
ous writer with the lightest of 
touches. In his most frequent form, 
the essay, he is without peer, able 
to command attention from that 
first declarative sentence. For him. 
the essay is both a kind of war and 
the place for tender argument. 

Like that other great black 
writer, C L R James. Sivnnandan - 
director of the Institute uf Race 
Relations and founder editor of its 
journal Race and Class - is largely 
a prophet without honour in This, 
his adopted country. Yet he has a 
formidable international reputa- 
tion. Essays such as “From Resis- 
tance to Rebellion" stand as defin- 
itive accounts of black people's 
struggle in postwar Britain. Think- 
ing globally. Sivanandan was one of 
the first writers to consider the 
implications of the new technology 
and its impact on the third world. 

Again like “CLR“. this country's 
relative blindness to his talents has 
less to do with his “colour” than his 
politics. He remains that most 
unfashionable of creatures: a 
socialist who believes in the per- 
sistence of class. In the past decade, 
when it has become the vogue to 
discuss British blackness in terms 
of “identity’', Sivanandan has stub- 
bornly continued to address mate- 
rial as well as cultural realities. 

Now, at the age of 70, he has 
written this profoundly simple, pro- 
foundly complex first novel about 
three generations of Sri Lankan 
men, each shaped by the politics of 
their lime. While the narrative is 
carried forward by father, son and 
grandson, the true central charac- 
ter is surety Sri Lanka: a eountiy 
like many others, deformed by 
colonialism, potentially liberated by 
independence, then deformed once 
again by “ethnic conflict”. 


Political novels come in many 
forms, but there Ls a fundamental 
difference between the writer who 
works from within a political faith 
and ihe one who describes from the 
outside. James Baldwin was at his 
brilliant best when he wrote from 
his knowledge of, and connection 
to. black anger. At the other 
extreme, Joe Klein's clever, 
humane but cool Primary Colors 
epitomises the outsider approach. 

But the insider novel always 
risks piety and didacticism - a sus- 
picion that the author is moving 
characters around a chess board, 
chasing positions without organic 
purpose. Thai Sivanandan largely 
avoids these traps is down not just 
to his own craft but to his certainty 
that political faith is indivisible 
from both intellect and feeling. 

This indivisibility also justifies 
the novel's realistic simplicity. 
Irony, cynicism, clever switches in 
rime or character, would make no 
sense here. A person belongs to 
their place, their family, their his- 
tory and the choices that they 
make. For this is, above all, a novel 
about the importance of action. 

For Saha, the young man from 
the dry north of his country born 
in the early part of the century, it 
is his move from a rural village to 
the city of Col umbo - his contact 
with the petty glamour and snob- 
heiy of colonial rule and with work- 
ing-class resistance to it - that 
shapes his story. For Saha's son 
Rajan, born in the tiny town where 
his father is made sub-postmaster, 
it is the wonder and absurdity of a 
British education that deeply 
affects him: “The economics pro- 
fessor went on and on about apples 
and oranges and marginal utility.... 
But it was the professor of poetry 
who grabbed me mosi._the raw feel 
of Donne and Keats and Hopkins 
and Eliol...answered to my waking 
sensibilities about religion and sex 
and fantasy and despair." Yet colo- 


nialism corrupts everything. The 
flowers in the garden of rich rela- 
tives who might fix Rajan up with 
a job disgust him. “The orchids and 
the imported roses” were needed 
“to remind them of their wealth, 
like they needed poor relations”. 

The final story rests with Vijay. 
It is his destiny to make sense of the 
vicious battles between Tamil and 
Sinhatcsc that have torn Sri Lanka 
apart and pushed Sivanandan, a 
Tamil out of the country in 1958. 

A militant opponent of the crude 
nationalism that sets Sinhalese 
against Tamil, Vijay has his most 
painful conflict with his sensual but 
cold wife Monel, who despises his 
politics. Husband and wife argue 
and reconcile a dozen times, until 
hatred and misunderstanding dis- 
solve into indifference. Looking at 
his wife. Vijay realises “This was 
who she really was, this was who 
she had always been... He felt gen- 
tle towards her at last.” 

But this is not just a book about 
Sri Lanka. The struggles it touches 
upon, both moral and political face 
us all: the battle between our 
hunger for love or learning or suc- 
cess and our need, even passion, for 
integrity. In this sense the book 
does have a message, a direction. 
The author hovers above his cre- 
ations, taking each firmly but kindly 
through their moral maze. 

This is a book of. and about, 
many lifetimes. Towards the end 
Vijay reflects on his family's bloody 
heritage, concluding that “They did 
not divide things, 'events, people 
into what would make them happy 
and what wouldn’t. Everything was 
life. The important thing was to go 
with the grain of it.” 

Here is the notion of organic 
unity' made explicit. And yet you 
probabty have to wait until you are 
70 to risk such a simple and complex 
sentence - to risk the reader grasp- 
ing the unsentimental meaning that 
underlies the lucid thought. 



All at sea with Mystic Meg 

Jeanette Winterson’s career has become a genuine tragedy says Felipe Fernandez-Armesto 

Gut Symmetries by Jeanette Winterson, Granta. £15.99 


B oy meets girl. Boy eats girl. In 
Jeanette Winierson's new 
novel however, the villain's 
appetite fails him and his wife - or 
what is left of her - runs off with his 
former mistress, after plastic surgery, 
for a lesbian happy ending. At one 
level, this is an issues-novel, but the 
cannibalism-issue and surgery-issue 
are only raised in the last pages. And 
there are only three speaking char- 
acters. though a few others appear 
sketchily by way of recall. 

The best feature is the economy 
with which the triangular relation- 
ship - husband, wife, concubine to 
both - is handled. So even with help 
from generous designers, the author 
needs a lot of padding to fill a short 
book. 

Some of it - about 60 pages' 
worth - is provided by Winterson’s 
familiar obsessions: tarot. lesbian 
analytics, the burdens of religious 
upbringing, father-fixation, the 


beastliness of men. The heroines 
reminisce tediously about their 
births and childhoods, like mixed-up 
novelists in therapy. This is good for 
maybe 80 pages more. There is a fair 
amount of straightforward tautology. 
A small but much-hyped contribu- 
tion is made by allusions to the 
“Grand Universal Theory trailed in 
the title: one of the lesbians works 
on antiquarks. but as the author’s 
knowledge of the subject seems to be 
drawn mainly from The Physics of 
Immortality . she might as well be an 
expert on knitting or cookery. 

Winterson reads theoretical 
physics with help from the tarot 
pack. She is an adept of post-scien- 
tific holism. Her efforts bear the 
same relation to physics as Mystic 
Meg's to astronomy. If her book 
were more readable, it would be suit- 
able for serialisation in Good House- 
keeping. “‘Jove only works on super- 
strings because it reminds him of 


spaghetti', said Signora Roseiti": 
Jeanette Winterson or Jflly Cooper? 
“The hard-hat. bull-nose building 
blocks of matter.. .have to be 
returned as an infinite web of rela- 
tionships”: Jeanette Winterson or 
Tony Blair? Not only politicians mix 
cliches to mask clap-trap. 

As always, Winterson shows she 
can use language deftly; but she is a 
wordsmith with nothing to say. Some 
of her strategic devices are clever. 
There is a genuinely' intriguing sub- 
plot in which one of the characters 
is pursued by Jews intent on discov- 
ering a diamond secreted inside her 
against Nazi depredations. This 
helps keep the readergoing through 
the stodgier passages of padding. 
Shipboard settings of various kinds 
are used at intervals to create cap- 
sule-like frameworks which can 
heighten drama or suspense. Dis- 
appointingly, Winierson's inatten- 
tion to detail spoils these promising 


efforts: her ignorance of routine at 
sea makes ludicrous a crucial storm- 
tossed sequence on a small boat. 

Like the science, the maritime 
motif becomes a maelstrom for the 
writer she is obviously all at sea. The 
mystery of the diamond is made baf- 
fling by confused physiology. The 
denouement is a drearily extempo- 
rised deus ex machine. 

There are some admirably amus- 
ing dialogues in the flip manner of 
Delano Ames but they fail to con- 
vince because the characters speak 
in barely distinguishable voices: 
short sentences, excised main verbs, 
metaphors tortured into daring com- 
pression. All fiction is autobio- 
graphical, but it is confusing for the 
reader if everybody in the book is 
based on the author. When we hear 
that one of the heroines is called 
Alluvia we wonder whether the 
whole effort is self-satire - a joke on 
critics disposed to take it seriously. 


Jeanette Winterson is her own 
best critic. In this novel she confides 
that lesbianism is narcissism - lust 
for a mirror image. She seems to 
have lost the ability to stand back 
from her work, judge it dispassion- 
ately and discard the rubbish. 

Her career has become a genuine 
tragedy - failure worked on ability 
by hubris. She could be a first-rate 
journalist, a slick stylist who knows 
a little about a lot. Instead, she has 
condemned herself to frustration as 
a novelist, in an an for which her tal- 
ent seems exhausted. 

There must be something, apart 
from tarot and lesbianism, which she 
could write about with deep knowl- 
edge and understanding. If she 
sticks to ships and physics, she is 
doomed to trip up over her own pre- 
tensions. Meanwhile, she imitates 
her characterisation of new physics, 
“belching at the dinner table of 
common sense". 


Paperbacks 



By Christopher Hirst and Lucasta Miller 


I Came. I Saw bv Norman Lewis 
(Picador, £7.99) The wonderfully 

odd, compulsive autobiography 
(originally titled Jackdaw Cake ) 
by the maestro of travel writing 
has been expanded by 50 pages in 

this new edition. The 

extraordinary’ facts of his long life 
- a childhood with spooky 
spiritualist parents in Enfield, 
marriage into a family of Sicilian 
exiles with Mafia connections — 
are greatly enhanced by Lewis s 
deadpan delivery, illuminated by 
flashes of black humour. New 
material includes a spell in Italy 
in the Sixties: a typically Lcwisian 
Arcadia tainted by drugs, 
kidnapping and poor hygiene. 

me Devil: A Biography by Peter 
Stanford (Mandarin. £7.99) It 
seems that the Devil not only has 
the best tunes but the best books 


NEW AUTHORS 

publish mm worn 
ALL SUBJECTS considered 

PdSiy.CMUWra 

MmC ^VVOHU}WDEKVITtD 

WBiiEOH SEW your I uftNuscnrTTO 
mnerva press 

aou> BBOiffToamAOww wraoo. 


as well. This sober, intelligent 
account reveals that the Devil is _ 
entirety a Christian creation (he is 
scarcely mentioned in the Old 
Testament), made “credible and 
compelling” by Milton. But 
diabolic parallels have appeared 
through human history. Stanford 
traces the various incarnations of 
the dark presence from the 
Crusades and the Cathar Heresy 
to Waco, Texas, and the Manson 
•‘Family". Satan, he astutely 
suggests, “lives on as a way of 
dealing with [the] unspeakable, 
unimaginable or intangible.” 

London: A Social History by Roy 
Porter (Penguin, £15.00) Piquant 
as a Hogarth etching, every page 
of this vast panorama glitters with 
luxuriant detail. Fused Roman 
coins testify to the fury of 
Boadica’s revolt in AD61, while in 
1666 the Lord Mayor remarked of 
another great fire, “a woman 
could piss it out". POrter suggests 
that London’s “hour on the stage" 
lasted from 1570 to 1986, 
encompassing 18th centuiy 
pleasures - an average of two 
pints of gin per week for every 
living soul - and hectic Victorian 
industry. In a furious conclusion, 
he insists that Thatcher's 
“balkanisation of the metropolis" 


has been London's greatest 
disaster. 

Leading the Blind by Alan Sillitoe 
(Papermac. £9.00) Sillitoe has 
discovered a rich vein of 
unconscious humour in the 
guidebooks produced for doughty 
]9th century tourists. After 
offering advice (“a portable india- 
rubber bath Ls an immense 
comfort”) and phrases in four 
languages (,“1 am very much 
inclined to vomit"), the guides 
plied readers with staggering 
detail In Germany, we arc told 
the exact wounds suffered by 
Gustavus Adolphus in 1632 {“five 
gunshots, two cuts, one stab"), 
while in Karachi we learn that a 
British officer crossed a crocodile 
tank ty running across their 
backs. The armchair traveller 
won’t find a more enjoyable read 
this year. 

A User’s Guide to the Millennium 
by J G Ballard (Flamingo, £6.99) 
Culled from over 30 years outpul 
this breezy assemblage of essays 
and reviews fizzles with subversive 
intelligence. More than footnotes 
to a brilliant, disturbing oeuvre, 
this is critical journalism of a high 
order. While damning Star Wars 
and devaluing Joyce's Ulysses 



(“curiously lacking in 
imagination"), Ballard lauds Blue 
Velvet and Sade’s The 120 Days of 
Sodom (“a black cathedral”). A 
brief coda to Empire of the Sun is 
a highlight of the book. Follow ing 
his bizarre childhood, the outre 
has become the ordinary for 
Ballard. Across an astonishing 
range, his ironic slant is 
ceaselessly stimulating. 


Tchaikovsky by Anthony Holden 
(Bantam, £9.99) No composer 
fulfills romantic expectations of 
the tortured artist bencr than 
Tchaikovsky - and none offers the 
biographer richer pickings in 
terms of mystery, scandal and 
tragedy on an operatic scale. His 
life was marked by manic 
creativity and depressive moods, a 


The Thames from Richmond 
House by Canaletto 

siring of homosexual affairs, a 
disastrous marriage followed by a 
breakdown, a doomed infatuation 
with his 13-year-old nephew and 
an ambiguous death - was it 
cholera, as officially stated, or 
suicide? Anthony Holden weighs 
the evidence with admirable 
sanity, and concludes that 
Tfchalkovsky did indeed kill 
himself at the behest of a secret 
“court of honour" rather than 
face public prosecution for 
sodomy. 

Driving My Father by Susan 
Wicks (Faber. £6.99) This 
sensitive family memoir by the 
poet Susan Wicks charts the 
decline of her elderly father 
following her mother’s death. It’s 
in a similar vein to Blake 
Morrison’s And Wien Did You 
Last See Your Father ?. but its tone 
is wanner and more touching. 
Where Morrison was objective 
and detached. Wicks’s prose 
shimmers with subjectivity. She 
has a poet's ability to invest 
emotional meaning in inanimate 
objects and to capture the 
intensity of the individual 
moment, whether she’s giving us a 
brilliant shard of childhood 
memory or suddenly catching 
herself looking into the future. 

mm 


The books you listen to 


T o shake up those who still 
think of audiotapes as a 
poor substitute for books, 
here are two much-better- 
heard-than-read classics. 
First, a splendid pairing of 
Humphrey Bogart and 
Lauren Bacall in Bold 
Venture (Hodder, 2hrs. 
£8.50): their classic 1950s 
radio series about piracy in 
Havana. It oozes 1950s 
nostalgia but keeps you 


Royal Festival Hall 

1 on iha South Bart: 

Fiction International 

Julian Barnes, Cees Nooteboom 
and Susan Sontag 

Wednesday 22 January, 730pm Queen Elizabeth Hall RFH# 

Formidable American novelist and critic Susan Sontag, 
Holland's leading writer Cees Nooteboom and the witty, 
iconoclastic Julian Barnes are the featured authors in The 
first of 1997s Fiction International events. This is a rare 
opportunity to hear three very different brilliant writers 
reading their work from the same stage. 

Box Office 0171 960 4242 

Tj jom out free Literature Events Malng L&L telephone 0171 B?i 0906. 



clutching the edge of your 
seal. Second, an unabridged 
Canterbury Talcs (Penguin, 
9hrs. £19.99). Neville 
Coghill’s sensitive translation 
(readers include Richard 
Briers, and Prunella Scales), 
reminds us how much we can 
still learn from Chaucer 
about poetic English and 
medieval society. 

Christina Hardy merit 
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SATURDAY 11 JANUARY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


uk, skiing, overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Sailing Schools 


Do Something Different! 


experience the adventure of a lifetime on board the famous 3-masted 
Schooners SIR 117?* STOW CHURCHILL and MALCOLM MILLER. 

A 1 W * Sail Training .Association Schooner is fun. harduvrk and exciting! 

llhtthcr it's climbing way above the deck to handle the square sails or steering 
these majestic vessels - you certainly won’t be bond! 

The ships sail up to 1.000 miles during a two-week voyage visiting Northern 
Continental ports and take pm in the STA’s annual Cutty Sark Tall Ships 
Races invoking the uvrid's Tall Ships. 

IVlntcr Sun ivyages are also available between November and I 
April in the exotic waters of the Canary Islands off the 

if you an- physically active and aged between 16 and 24 or 
26 and 69 and would like to enjoy the TALL SHIPS 
EXPERIENCE then phone us today. No previous "*7 
sailing experience required. . 

SAIL TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
2A The Hard, Portsmouth. POi 3PT fS$B£z££3t‘ 
(STA) Tel: 01705 8 1 1*44/832055 ^ 

Fax: 0 1 705 8 1 57f>9 |HiMnWli^:L 

E-mail: talkhips6usra.org.uk 


*• Rrrulrtal ‘Huni: Si 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Halts. Lux boats (01256} 703601. 

BRITAIN’S BEST SoB Drive Karrew- 
boal Holidays Widest ChoK* 
BegbHMrs very welcome. Tel 
01905736835. 

KAR ROWBOATS from 4 exeeOant 
locations. off quality loirist board 
graded. Short breaks and longer. 
For free Brochure tel 0131 
4452309 


Gotswolds 


COTSWOLDS Specialist*. Choose 
from Over 180 cottages. 01282 
445726 (UH124) 

CHOICE OF 2 COSY STONE COT- 
TAGES hi quiet vBage near 
Broadway, each steeps 4. Open 
fires, fun CH, use of indoor swim- 
ming pool, lovely walks. 4 poster 
bed. available tor 3 rrigM breaks 
or by the wmk.Tel Day 01388 
B58842. Eve before 9pm 01386 
853428. 


East Anglia 


i 


Dorset 


i 


Cottage Holidays 


Self Catering 


Special Interest Holidays 


DORSET FISHERMANS COTTAGE. 
On Ches* beech Portland. Sleep* 
4-8. E160-E325 pw. includes e/h. 
Winter and early Spring breaks, 
from EOT for 3 nights. Excellent 
touring centre. Brochure 01305 
770355 

ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES in Idylk rural set- 
dngTel KfiHon Abbas 01258 
G8056B[tradi) 


NEWHAM ON SEVERN, Forest 01 NEAR DURAS . SW Franca. Pretty 
Dean. DeflghtfuL fully eqixpped two bednamed house (dpfng 5). 


17th Cottage. Sleeps 4/5. Excel- 
lent local pubs, shops, walks. 
Detatia, Tot 01285 B10001 


Northumbria 


FfemUy situated, nsv taka with al 
water sports and good local 
restaurants. Tat D19BZ7341S7 



English Country 
Cottages 

AN I'NRrVALLED 
choice in Norfolk 
and Suffolk. 
Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 

Ring 

(01455) 852222 

Q|iOTtt)«JIJ4Hrtl 



UK Travel 



AMAZING VALUE East Angtis cot- 
lag os. New 52 page colour 
brochure. Tat. (0(756) 70224a 


Luxury Self Drive 
Short Breaks to the 

Isle of Wight 


3 DAYS I 
2 NIGHTS 

NCW0NLY- 





TIMESCAPE HOLIDAYS 
BOOK DIRECT A SAVE EC'S 


Ireland 


Country Cottages in Ireland 


Come with us to the 
Emerald l$le. where the grass is 
always greener. 

Wc offer a magical choice of 
delightful holiday properties in 
Kern', Cork, Clare and Galway. 
From a convened coach house to 
a Georgian rectory. 

Free full colour brochure 
RING (0990) 851166 
QUOTE REF GIH (24 Hn| 

Os Vuniu 

Cul'ntm Corners r\ !lm_\nd. 

Ptrr. Glvv, p.o. Bo\ IS. Eui Shilton. 
LriCLSTTJ LEV tZI. 



l§li otua ®efiC(lfiST.- 

-X. 5df catering hokday JL 
^ properties m niral and 

. caaual locations hum , 
•pC Dtetwm lo Cooteon X 

country and the Bofrim. 

ie Me HoOAy Cottage * 

01756 




BAMBURGH Lsga hausaorertaak- 
Ing castle, £300-850 pw. 5 Key 
commended. Weekend breaks. 
Telephone (0191) 2328058 

(office). 

SUPERB cottage*. Northumbria, 
York Dales, Lakes. Peaks. Sykee 
Cottages 01244 34570a 


Co. Durham 


(Redworth 7C<all "SColtl 
A fjvuttfry Qluh 


Winter Breaks available; 
Health and beauty, 
shopping, etc. 
Manor house in 25 acres 
excellent leisure facilities; 
children's play areas 

TELEPHONE 

01388 772442 




Essential for planning your next trip 


London, victoria Manchester 

24-26 Jan 22&23Feb 


Bristol 

8&9March 




• 100s of travel companies • 1000 s of travellers 

• Kg programme of travel talks • Working abroad 

• Women travellers & travel photography seminars 

A travel show for independent & adventurous travellers 


Call 0117 008 3300 

f or further information 


Suffolk 


SOUTHWOLD Coast, Quality cotta. 
Sip 2/10. Shari b reak* . Brochure 

Sufltdt secrets 01379 G51297 

SOUTHWOLD BAB wttti pa norami c 
sea views. Tin 01502 722573 


ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 


Sig Egg. 


Trans Siberian 


Brochure Line: ESESEEB a 

0131 742 3049 ,’-h- 1st Floor, 14 Barley Mow Passage, London t .4 4PH 


IRISH COUNTRY Holidays - Itw 
premier Chaleo. Over 300 intfMd- 
ual cattagos, Farmhouses. Hotels, 
R. Shannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Caravans all to the highest stan- 
dards. Many welcome pets. 
Phono 01 502 560 G88 |24 hours) 
SHAMROCK Cottages. 286 sefecl 
mdvafcmlconaQaain superb ioca- 
ttan8. Disc Fares. AITO. Col Bro 
01823 681060 


CONNEMARA (XX GALWAY Cashel 
House Hoist - Gartens Restauanl 
and Riding Stables. Tel: (00353) 
0531001. Fn 31077. 

IRELAND SpecteOsts. Choose bom 
over 90 cottaoes. 01282 445726 
(LNH131) 

JOYCES IRHJLND: Unique walking 
hofidaye. Dbcavsr the hidden Ire- 
laid. Td 01934 82301 7 (Beoctue) 

CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Can. 
nemera. Co. Gaiwey. Restorative 
breaks. Free broch. Tel: 
0035335.31001. Fox 31077 

ENJOY IRELAND HOLIDAYS 1997 
too page broeterre now avaOabla. 
01254 692899 

IRISH CVCUNG SAFARIS. As seen 
on the BBC & rtV Holiday Pro- 
grammes. Week long cycling 
tours for eyctsis of all abUiUas. 
Luggage transfer and accomoda- 
tion Included. Brochure: 7 Deny 
Park. Dublin 6. Tel 00 3531 
2600749'a-maU: ka^uedJe 


Sussex 





See (noLTows Cano* pastas. 
Many room with puwramk KJ 
lien. rolKiw four poster beda, 
vmphauge bathroom mm 

itt ja a di 

Special midweek break 
i mishit far the price wf l 




Country Cottages 
in Scotland 

£.\c EFtiONAL holiday 
properties in the most 
beautiful areas of Scotland. 
fees m rut nuicMuiu 
RING (09*0) 851133 
Quote sin w Hm 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hoi oH die press new 
1997 best ever col our bro chure. 
Phone nowl! 01756 702213 

Discover S co t lan d. comL s/c cotta. 
Pets weL Col. broch. (717B4 
656998 

SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 
bom over 540 cottages. 01282 
445728 (LNH1 27) 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE In quiet 
DwirtretesNre cons erv a tion vfl- 
ioge. Sips A Lg garden. STB 
Highly commended 5 Creams. 
From ElSOpn. 01848 500228 

HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wide 
selection ol Individual sell-cater- 
ing cottages etc. in lovely high- 
land locations, tel: (01463) 

ISLAY COTTAGE SLPS 6 overlook- 
ing sandy beach. (01451) 844708 
Evarings arty. 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Ludlow 3 night breaks from 
£75. Colow Broch: 01 584 B23209 
SUPERB COTTAGES Shropshire. 
Y Dales. N’umbrte. Lakes. Peaks. 
Sykee CobagesUH 244 45700. 
SUPERB COTTAGES SteOpehkw. Y 
Dales. Northumbria, Lakws. 
Peaks. Sykes Cottages 01244 345 
700 


The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot oil the press new 
1997 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone nowl! 01756 702200 

PATTER DALE HALL ESTATE offer; 
range of 9'C Occam on private 300 
acre Estate. Set between Ullswa- 
ter and Helved yn. Brochure 
(01 7664» 823C& 124 hrl or tax. 

UNIQUE MOUNTAIN COTTAGES . 
Sips 2-22. quality character, log 
Brea. The Capper Wnes Corasion 
01539 44 1 765 I24hrs) Jan ViKS. 

RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES bl a 
sacral comer ot Southern Lake- 
land. Tefc0 15335 36475 

EDEN . An oasts ot peace In the 
heart of 2 rational partis 
(Lakes 'Dales) Free 63 page 
accommodation guide. Eden 
Tourism. OI271 22214 (24hrs) 


HILLTHWAJTE HOUSE. Windei- 
mee. Thombarrow Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms ensulte 
(some with Jatai77l baths) Satel- 
lite TV. teamaking. Sauna. Tyk) 
Steam Room and heated Indoor 
pool solely for our guests' use. 
2 nights, Scouree dinner B&B 
Ind.VAT only £99. 3 nights only 
n 30 Brochrea: 016394 43636 

BOOT. ESKDALE . Award winning 
charecier cottages bi Lakelands 
finest VaSey. Tel (01946)723100 

I Coaching Holidays I 


SPAIN 



Wales 


Tel: 01437 765765 



Tel: 0171 724 2233 






B LAKES COTTAGES- farmhouses, 
cottages, lodges, chalets. Over 
2000 holiday properties. Long hol- 
idays or Short Break s. Free 
brochure 01Z6244S777 quoting 
UJ704 

WELSH BO ROB* farmhouse on NT 
estate Unbounded walks, stun- 
ning views. Nr Ludlow. Sips B<-. 
dishwasher, log burner 0973 
483389 


Devon & Cornwall 






msm 




Norfolk 




Skiing Holidays 



THE BLAKENEY 
HOTEL 

IbRU *** CIS FnitmaliamM 
Blaknwi. Air. HoU. Norfolk. 
Oicilwlin; NjuonjlTnM 
Hirb-:-ur. irodiiuvul prii-jich 
oiukiI I'ncnJIy liolrt miiIi tin 
bedrutHTii. lift, lusilcd mJeor 
puol. spa halh. saunas jnd mini 
an. Relax. uo/L. mil. p(a> pnlf. 
explore Ihe NorlnlL iilLifCs. 
coun l nsida and vaal 
Special rales for Senior Gtunu 
Mid neck and "retrod Breaks 
Brochure: 01263 740797 


WELLS -NEXT-TME-SEO. S'c cottage 
sloops 4+ 1 ■* col Dogs welcome. 
Own cor pork. Wook/y leu/sium 
breaks. Tel 101485) 518056. 


The Peak Distinct 


-PEAK COTTAGES' Quality S'C 
accom m Derbyshire Doles and 
Peaks Brochure 01 142 620777 
PEAK DISTRICT Specialists. 
Choose from over 260 cottages. 
01202 445726 (U4HI26) 



_ TTMESCAPE H0UDAYS. 


Skiing Holidays 


“The sun in California is pretty good, 
but at £689 the skiing’s Heavenly.” 

From tlie snowy while peaks of the Sierra Nevada lo the sapphire blue 
Haler*, of Lake Tuline. California offers the ultimate ski experience. 

Enjoy •'ioriou* buiuliine. world daw apres-ski and Mirae ^ 

of tlie coulee -Lim“ couditious in America. Sound:: heavenly? ■?, m 

1 1 sun- will be if you ski with United Vacations. You can Ov /jHpgfw 
direct lo San Francisco and then get a connecting flight Lo j0Fs££ff jw 
Lake Tahoe's liissest resorts. Heavenly. Squaw Valley or ; -m 

!Vorth«tar. And at only t*6S9 return, (he price is pretty 
darn good too. Un-re's availability until the end of April, so for further 
informaliou and a copy of the brochure call 0181 313 0999. 

§f United Vacations 

United Airlines 

Don't go o\ holiday to Americ a, take a Vacation. 


CANADIAN 

CHALET 

COMPANY 

Luxury Catered Chalets 
in Whistler 

l.inuarv 1 week Irorti £349 

Tel: 01354 610510 




01686 625267 


SNOWDONIA COAST UNE. Uayn 
porminsute. Coastal and country 
cottages and lermhouses. Nsfyn 
Holidays 01756 720674 

TENBY Saundersfool 6 Pem- 
brokeshire, 400 Individual self 
catering homos near beautiful 
beaches and countryside. Frank B 
Mason, Dept 19. S [Julian SL 
Tenby. 01834 845000 (24hre) 

N. WALES 1/M0 cottages, etc 
Manns. Shows. Snowdonia 
Tourist 01 758 701 702 

ANGLESEY 6 SNOWDONIA. Moral 
Holiday Cottages for 2-20. 
8rechtae 01 246 717135- 

GOWER Idyfilc 3 crown 1 7C tarm- 
houss on suite B. B 5 E M. C2SJKL 
Log fires, licomad bar . fishing. 
Which? best B&B. AA/RAC 
Brocfxjre 01269 59564a 

WALES Specialists. Chooso from 
owe 410 cottages. 01282 4A5726 
ILNH129) 

GOWER. Mumbles. Swansea 120 
collages, houses. Hats. Homo 
from Homo 01 792 360624. 


West Country 


WEST COUNTRY COTTAGES. 
Lands End to the Now Forest. 
Coastal. Moariand & Waterside 
Location, tel 01826 333878. 

COTTAGES A HOUSES oB over the 
Weal Country; ovor 450. vividly 
doscribod/star rated: colour 
brochure. Helpful Holidays, 
Coombo. Chagtord. Devon T013 
8DF W 01647 433535 

SLAKES COTTAGES- tarmhouaes. 
cottages, iodges. chalets. Long 
holidays. Short Breaks, idyllic 
[p eat ton s. Free brochure 01282 
445777 quoting LU705 

OLD MANSE. 10M 5 E Bath. Tudor 
Merchants' house in charming vil- 
lage. Superb original knerttr and 
lascmating history. Jul'Aug For 
brochure Tel 01373 B30B06 


Welsh Country 
Cottages 

JL An unrivalled choice 
•A ihe fecit areas of Wales. 
Free oH page 
. colour brochure. 

* ILV6 (09991 851122 
QWJTE KIM UsttrsJ 


BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Over 100 self catering cottages, 
some sleep up lo 30. Many less 
than £250 per week high season. 

01874 676446 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb selection of quality 
character cc>ttagt» in the 
Pembrokeshire Gvist Nabonil 
Park. All properties hirnishol 
t« Ihe higjseM standard;. 

Phone rum- rur fr»v coiuur bnvhun.' 

01239-881397 g5" 
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Yorkshire & The Dales 



COURCHEVEL 

&VALD1SERE 

Redured Prices • Catotd Oi*e 

Jan 18 -£299 

L§ FINLAYS /80 

S? 01835 830562 


BIG SKIING SMALL VILLAGES, 
las Arcs, a Valteyfi/ vabnorsl. 
Excel lent Oriels. Hotels. From 
C199 1 SERIOUS FUN 0171 405 
1018. 

SKI TOTAL. Caterod distets in 
Europe Canada with His friend- 
liesl company around’ 0181 948 
6S22ABTA 

SKI PEAK. Speaalisu to Vaujany 
(Alpe d'Hun). Chaien. Hotels, 
s/c. Superb culslno. ski qratShB- 
child core, short Iran s/era tel. 
(01252) 794341. ATOL 2697 AH CL 


CANADA, utlor-mads holidays ro 
the best resorts In the Rockies. 
Sid Sated 0171 2825069 Aid 
SM GOURMET Exdushre chalets In 
Meribcl & Austria. Fhw food & 

wine, no crowds accompanied 

skiing, from C495/wk.Whwlra<ls 
01306712111 

BELLE PLAGNE Private apartment. 
Sh» 5. colour TV, ad| piste. Av 
Jor-April me Easier CZCNKtSOpw. 
Tel 01277 214445 

SIMPLY SKI - Qualify chalets In 
Europe's lop resorts. Courchevel. 
Meribcl. La Plafliw. Vertter. Val 
d'lscre. Please cal 0181 742 2541 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1622 ATT0 
Discover Die Undtecovered. Nordic 
Skiing in piatty vitisgee with 
friendly hotels & great regional 
food Europe A North America. 
Call 01 GOG 42220 lor 1997 
brochure. Headwater AfTO ATOL 
2412. 

ANDORRA * PYRENEES. High 
quefity accom. oesi value, lowesi 
prices Jan/Fab specials. Pavilion 
Iowa (012731 202204. TTA9311. 


City Breaks 


AU REVOIR 
ANGLETERRE 

Welcome Paris, 1 night via Eurostar 
from £115pp. Extra nights from £26. 
For a break in most European cities 
call us on 

0181 741 4443 

Ow«*ilDi r 

Visit your travel agent nuiun 

or see Teletext page 229 w«v« 


24HR BROCHURE HOTLINE 01233 211618 


THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, 
harassment or discrimination, 
write to the editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCC's DECISIONS 

I SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON F.C4Y 8AE 

Telephone ■ ■ 17! 353 1 24K Fncsimilc 1 1 17 1 353 X3SS 

Thi\ spare has hivn donated by the puHLUitr 
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F0R6ET THE 
RAT RA<E/ 
TRY THE 
RHINO <OUNT< 

Ea>-triwr;Lch. .in -rtc^r.acion.il charity v.ich 
over twenty ye'.rs expor'ence, g : ves you trio 
cnance to parvcipnte as i p3y.r:« vo!ur.t5cr 
in ever 120 vital orvironrr.Gntni r.nd cuitunl 
pro. -"ccs wo -Ic.vice. 

You need no special skills, just the desire 
zc mai-vC ?. roe; difference. 

For mere details cnii 01865 311600 


EVERTONE S COT A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE 

Ri»jji‘.:c r«>d Charity No. 327? I 7 


niff 


""iff group exploratory holidays YouH see more 

• cidtural Tours • Nature Tours 

• Easy Hikes • wilderness safaris 

• Major Treks • Seatreks 

• River Journeys • Talfslttp voyages 

In offbeat Europe. Greece. Turkey. Egypt. 

Middle East. Morocco. Mall. East & South 
Africa, China. Japan. Southeast Asia, Thailand. 
USA, Canada, Latin America. Australia. 

New Zealand & Pacific. 

Over 170 unique adventures. From 8 days to 6 weeks, 
pnees from £339 to £3945. _ .-v o t* 

Cal for colour broctare 

tr 01252 344161 (24hr>) 

MtK//mnLasteuMk -uVi 
Explore Worktvride (KJ, 

Aktarshot GU11 HjQ 

FUOy Bonded ATTO/ATQL No. 2595 


EGYPT 
JORD \N 
TITIKEY 
1TMCN 
IK.1.5 

MOROCCO 

TANZANIA 

KENYA 

NAMIBIA 

EOT5WA.N V 

50LTH AFRICA 

INDIA 

NEPAL 

5R1 t.LVKA 

CHINA 

THAILAND 

AT ETNAM/E-VOS 

MYANMAR 

MALAYSIA 

BORNEO 

Nl MATRA 

JAVA/BAU 

LS A, CANADA 

MEXICO 

COSTA IUCA 

COLOMBIA 

\ENT2XFU\ 

ILAlri 

DOMINICAN REP 

CCL4DOR 

PERU 

ARGENTINA 



f ^\W^ 

Join a 
small group 
holiday off the 
beaten track. •• 

For vour l:« vvorldv.ia’c brochure call 

® 01420 541007 

{Op<»n 7 days a week) 

Travelbag Adventures (DIN), 
[■9 IS Turk St, Alton, — 
Hants. GL ’34 I AG I'tT 


ADVENTURES 


sxmiAjSwiSi 

< NkTlte W jA 5 ortmet* defeated cohv brochures 
m jrm feaDMeige» best adventure hohdars 

SMtikMe from specteffst tola opaatats 



^ _ TrekAmerica 


( Nobody Kaevt Norik America 
Like Trait Araaric*_ 

Adveshtra Holidays in Small Graap 

»«. Bikiaj, WbHmter RrffUg, 
Hftlnj, Ksfioul nrfcs, fifty Stops sa l aneb aors^. 

wffioj la be discovered! , 

901295 256777 ( 


HU Mountain 

FIAC15 Travel Worldwide 


PEAKS -TREKS • NORDIC SKHNG 


Call now for our colour brochure 

0114 275 7500,: 



terra firma 
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The specialists in travel to 

COLOMBIA 

EsnfclQnfseadBByiie'te 

0181 747B315 

• W* - 1 

. 81817473108 

.MndiotoeSB 

mtmmt 
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Cultural 

Toms 

Trekking 

Mountain- 

eering 




rur oiio.ir l;rni.lmrv 

(01768") "3966 

Ki Advcnmrc Tnivcf 

Vli)/. .'.“I.'S • Al i i > 


Si a MSi 
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Eastern Europe 


•m 


Holidays Afloat 


TWO MAGIC ISLANDS TO PAINT, 
inspiring courses. March -Majorca 
May/Sopt-Mull. Our JOth Yoar. 
Irmtombra Setwol ol PBfriBng. isle 
ot Mun PA 70 GHD 01881 704291 

walking In Germany 8 Alsace. 
Sail-guided, no groups. Bags 
waapwtM. 01 788 824515. 

TREKKING IN GREECE with 
Trekking HoHas Plus mountain 
biking, pointing, sailing. SUNVIL 
Q1BI-847 4748 ATTO ATOLB08 




BOATING 
£» FRANCE 


Sorourtbe Jbod and trines of 
frnaeefrom the oddest 
cbalrr of boating boUduys- 

Cnfl to Basaaeta' b& 
standards. Per year "97 
bntebure - Quote K4211. 

ROnOKtMNSHSta 

HOSEASONSC 

UTAVOlia MTXZSO 


SOREN LARSEN Tafi tHp srfUng In 
ths Pacific. Voyages B to IB days 
from C448. Explore Worldwide 

AfTO/ ATOL 2595. 01252 344161. 


Winter Sun 


IN A BEAUTIFUL Alpine vtttago. bm 

Innsbruck & Sattbur g 8 b drm pri- 
vate house 01623 860650. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PuNWibig pfc 

regrets that every 


no respons&itity can be 
accepted lor nghts and/or 
acco mmo d ation Offered 
through these artimns, or any 
loss anstng therefrom. Readars 
are advised to t*e al 
necB55ary precautions brfore 
emerrg Ho any travel 
arrangements. 
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All across the nation 


... there’s a strange vibration. Nigel Williamson revisits San Francisco 


O n 14 January, 1967. more rhan 
20.000 hippies gaihcred in San Fran- 
cisco’s Golden Gate Park for the 
first ‘‘human be-in'*. The event 
marked the beginning of the summer of love, 
a date which now ranks in local history with 
the 1849 gold rush and the 1906 earthquake. 
The city is now preparing to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of that extraordinary year of 
psychedelic drugs and music. 

Visitors arriving at San Francisco airport 
are met by an exhibition of images of Jerry 
Garcia. Janis Joplin and other icons of the 
flower power era. Every guidebook to the city 
contains a eulogy to “the spirit of *67” and a 
trip to the Haight-Ashbury district is high 
(pun intended) on any tourist trail. A few sad 
and notable casualties apart, it seems that old 
hippies never die; they simply become tourist 
attractions. 

It’s a far cry from the scene 30 years ago. 
The official police report on the “human be- 
in” complained of “hippies high on LSD 
obstructing and creating a nuisance”. Dozens 
were bundled away in paddy wagons while the 
Grateful Dead, Quicksilver Messenger Ser- 
vice and Jefferson Airplane played for free 
and Timothy Leary, the LSD guru, chanted 
“turn on. tune in. drop out*’. Over the com- 
ing months, to the consternation of the city 
authorities, an estimated 200,000 young 
people heeded the call and moved into the 
area around Haight and Ashbury Streets, a 
short stroll from Golden Gate Park. Hash- 
bury, as it inevitably was known, became the 
hippie capital of the world. 

Some were drawn by the drugs and the 
“free love”; others had an interest in Eastern 
mysticism. But above all they were drawn by 
the music. In addition to the Dead, the 
Airplane and Quicksilver there were Country 
Joe and the Fish, the Steve Miller Band. 
Santana and Janis Joplin, all living, playing 
and getting high within a few blocks of each 
other. It was an extraordinary flowering of 
musical talent. . 

Tbdav the sites associated with flower 
power’s' brief blooming have become much 
visited. Fiftysoraethings who look as if they 
took one trip too many, and kids who weren’t 
even bom in 1967. mingle in Golden Gate 


Park, strumming guitars and smoking dope. 
There arc more ponytails than at a gymkhana 
and sufficient acres of swirling tie-dye to 
induce a permanent migraine. 

Top of any psychedelic heritage tour is 710 
Ashbury, a large, rambling house when: the 
Grateful Dead lived in communal style 
throughout 1967. It was famously busied for 
drugs at the end of that summer in a police 
raid that marked the beginning of the end of 
the hippie dream. The Dead moved out in 
March the following year. A sign put up by 
the owners asks the legion of “Dead heads" 
not to ring the dooibeU. Those wishing to pay 
tribute to the late Jerry Garcia are invited to 
leave flowers: “If you do respect Jeny and 
believe in peace and love then you will 
respect our wishes and good karma will fol- 
low you in your life." 

On the comer of Haight and Cole Street, 
a two-minute walk from the Dead's house, 
was the Straight Theater. As a farewell to the 
area, the Dead parked two flatbed trucks 
across the street, ran a cable from inside and 
played the free concert pictured on their live 
Dead album. The theatre was chaotically run 
as a hippie community centre and didn't have 
a dance licence, so the bands playing there 
had to pretend to be giving dancing lessons. 
Santana were among those who got their start 
here. Today a “thrift store" (charity shop) 
stands on the site. 

At the other end of Cole Street is the Pan- 
handle. a thin, green artery running parallel 
to the Haight and leading into Golden Gate 
Park. Here the Diggers, a group of anarcho- 
syndicalists, dispensed free meals to hungry 
hippies, and it was also here in June 1 967 that 
Jimi Hendrix made a legendary impromptu 
appearance with equipment borrowed from 
the Jefferson Airplane. 

Almost every street around the Haight has 
tales to fell of rock'n'roll craziness. 

At 1 12 Lyon Street. Janis Joplin lived with 
Country Jcie McDonald. Unsurprisingly, her 
rowdy lifestyle did not endear her to the 
neighbours and Janis was evicted early in 
1968. Yet it was not sex. drugs or even loud 
music that were her downfall here: Joplin was 
thrown out for a breach of the “no pets’* 
clause in her lease. Today a sign in the house 


next door tells those who come to gape at the 
scene of her excesses, “RAD". On closer 
inspection it stands not for Remember the 
Acid Dream, but for Residents Against 
Drugs. 

An infamous palace of rock and roll 
debauchery was the Jefferson Airplane’s 
mansion at 2400 Fulton Street. The Airplane 
were always the aristocrats of San Francisco 
rock, with a big record company advance 
which they invested in an imposing four- 
storey house with Doric columns. The opera 
singer Caruso sheltered in the house during 
the 1906 earthquake, but in the Airplane's 
heyday the mansion rocked with infamous 
parties, often lasting days at a time. One cel- 
ebrated bash is pictured on the front of the 
band’s album Bless Its Pointed Liule Head, 
with bassist Jack Casady passed out with his 
hand still gripped around a bottle. 

With views over both Golden Gate Park 
and the ocean, the mansion occupies one of 
the prime real estate sites in the city, and the 
Airplane who once sung “up the revolution" 
eventually made a very capitalist profit on the 
property. 

Another much-visited location is the impos- 
ing mansion overlooking Buena Vista Park 
where the Steve Miller Band made their early 
recordings in a basement studio, before the 
singer went on to stardom as the Space Cow- 
boy, the Gangster of Love and The Joker. The 
house was later owned by ex-Hoilic Graham 
Nash. It is much photographed by fans who 
believe, wrongly, that it is the home he sang 
about so smugly in Our House “with two cats 
in the yard", with Crosby, Stills and Young. 

If Golden Gate Park was the birthplace of 
the summer of love, then Buena Vista Park 
at the other end of the Haight was its final 
resting place. The dream was too good to last 
and by October 1967 hard drugs and street 
crime were rife in the area. The Diggers 
organised a mock funeral in the park, at which 
they buried the sign from the Psychedelic 
Shop at 1535 Haight Street, the world’s first 
such emporium, where half of the space was 
given over to a meditation room called the 
“calm center". 

Where the Haight hippies once burnt their 
incense and contemplated the nature of the 


cosmos, you can today buy a take-away pizza. 

By 1968 most of the musicians had moved 
out of the Haight, many of them the shon dis- 
tance across Golden Gate Bridge to the clean 
air and giant redwoods of Marin County. Just 
over the bridge is the harbour of Sausaiito. 
the original setting of Otis Redding's classic 
“Sittin' On The Dock Of The Bay". The soul 
singer had become a hippie hero following his 
storming appearance at the Monterey pop 
festival and in August 1967 was playing a 
week-long residency in San Francisco. When 
his downtown hotel was besieged by female 
fans he was invited to stay on one of the ram- 
shackle houseboats in the dock and the 
result was his best - and last - song. He died 
in a plane crash three months later. 

San Francisco has always been a city rich 
in musical association. A1 Jolson died here 
after recording a radio show with Bing 
Crosby, and Billie Holiday was busted for pos- 
session of narcotics. The suite where she was 
raided at the Mark Twain Hotel now com- 
mands a premium rate and is decorated with 
press cuttings of her arrest 

Fittingly. 'the birthplace of flower power 
also hosted the death of punk when the Sex 
Pistols split up in the city after an epic fight 
between Johnny Rotten, Sid Vicious and man- 
ager Malcolm McLaren at the Miyako Hotel. 

Yet, musically, it wfll always be the summer 
of love for which San Francisco is best 
remembered. Anyone who was ever briefly 
touched with the spirit of 1967 will find 
Haight-Ashbuiy an evocative trip down mem- 
ory lane. Get out the tie dye and the bell-bot- 
toms. wipe the dust off those scratchy old 
records - and be sure to wear some flowers 
in your hair. 

If you’re going to San Francisco ... 

Go now. Nigel Williamson flew just before the 
latest fares cut, with TfKA via St Louis for £346 
return: he stayed at the Californian Hotel ( 001 
415 SS5 25001 in the city centre for SS9 (£53) 
per night. Now. you can fly non-stop from Lon- 
don Heathrow to San Francisco on British Arr- 
hvvs 10345 222111), United f 01 SI -990 9900) 
or I'i/gin Atlantic (01293 747747). The lauer 
has a “ MegaSmvr' fare of £307 return , includ- 
ing tax, if you book before 25 January. 


A Special Announcement 

A Week on the Nile - 7 nights from £445 


iming to Egypt in 

prices haw not yet 
namL Having v- 
ilinarily Invv tariffs 
ire pleased to con- 
wperior arrange- 
ias-Tbissufress- 
neyisbaseilortthe 
ile cruiser and the 
cellent value iur 
tariff includes all 
id transportation. 


Cruise between Aswan and Luxor on board the MS Ra 




Lfl L'ldlltiwiMiv 

joLinHalshep- 

i.anddfcr.Asvvan 

RA 

e Nile cruiser 
unaccommo- 


dating up l" 140 passengers. Facili- 
ties nn hoard include a restaurant. 

lounge, bar. sun deck \»ilh swimming 

pool, jacuzzi. 

All cabins arc air conditioned and 
have private hatfm vims. 

For a true escape with that magical 
combination of culture and nrlua- 

tion this is surely an opportunity that 

should not be missed. 


DEPARTURES & PRICES 

Hundays - per person in twin 
1997 January 2il, 27 .C530 
February 3, in.) 7,34 .065 
March 3.HU7JE30 
Mar24.£WI» Mar3]X53W 
April?, J4.2I.28X5I0 
May 5.12. 19.26.085 
June2.fi. 16,23.30.045 
July 7. 1 4 . 2 1 . 2SX44S 


August*!. 1 1. 18,25X475 
September 1.8. 15.22.29X535 
Ocloherfi. 13,20.27X585 
Supplements ■ per person 
SingleXififl - Upper decksil 15 
Ahu Simbel (by road) £75 

Wee facto itr. air Iratl, (nibht*. 7 nighf » 
jcmrraniiLalujn on hoard the fci, full kurU. 
eu'ufoon pmjjrantmc wk-rauiluial reflrr- 
vniaUveiSot hdnded-lrjirt inwrdiKC. visa 
rmeurcmrnl.linwie- 

All then are raMcd I • change. All boaUiitf 
ue accepted (deject to aar Coodltkau at 
Boddej^ mibMe an request. 

0171-6161000 




vovagesjuiesverne 

2 1 Square, London fJW I 

Trawl ftumuTMRLlil WAV'I**r* friLUCffl 
Internet h ttpVAeww.tfjvuawik 

fur n*NluMLlqrtM«' iixrrailuro 

nrcldni' Ijm biftpm jnd«l wether'll' dim!". 
firm. Fw pii *enl ctfm. our .rt^c lw«ir'aw'» J m 
In^fmiwnlCiLqMjntr 


"Iceland ^Greenland 

1 . , L et y°t ir . iwagtention run riot . . 



Ctymdear tlr. magnlfices spooDsg gcyxn. line 

marnefe tettat 1 *** vHt'^^^^bt^kcoiaaihikiiiapnb *vMbi*u. 
' {ccind ana GMctkbad Mr 4dr . (ad n«e. 
hoTabott tary boM»; imgmaNecM tM fbM&rfeetud tad Greenland *nh 
- sum duns, foe «£ 1(61 poi? jjd(era!v 

• escorted gttupwOT • Ktaanra enfrer 

• ft iadepeorfm fly/Aira frhndqisMtfai 

• wdieed eiiyfcraks _ . 

. hicej sun fram *a low as £241 » ^wksod in 1 

JUyJtfwac. flights (o feetud are direct from BeaArcw. • . 
-OJmjowoa S» riheft«rte»iMl*«i«aet Maiehew- • 

F« i ray Jifteenl toMny *w. 

‘ *24 hour brochnre line: 01737216801" > • 

. ■ •' »Na*W**Bi«w^Si3iwSMri». •' 

l *•'- - ■ ME . wwirrts -flsa5tTT.ro uk 

toBMtoAmflmr abta v+w aito atol 2 oi 4 uia , 
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Top: San Francisco, the pot of gold that lies at the end of 
the rainbow photograph tony stone 

Above: 1967 summer of love now ranks in local history 
alongside the 1849 gold rush and the 1906 earthquake. 
Almost every street around the Haight has tales to tell of 
rock 'n T roll craziness photograph: curb is 
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Airplane '97= 
‘At 29,000ft 
pull the four 
levers back 
gently until 
things quieten 
down a bit, 
then get the 
map out* 


I f you were paying 
attention last 
week, you will 
have read of the silly 
New Year air fares. It 
will take the average 
British worker under 
a fortnight to earn 
£700, enough for a 
return flight to 
Austr alia on 
Britannia Airways — 
plus a weekend trip 
to New York on 
Virgin Atlantic (a 
747, not a balloon). 

Before you seize 
bargains like these, 
though, you should 
be aware of some of 
the pitfalls of 
modem aviation. 

Tkke Rostov-on-Don 
in southern Russia; a 
bulletin released by 
Airports Council 
International 
cheerfully relates 
that “each week is 
full of surprises”. 

The airport director, 
Alexander 
Parshakov, tells of 
one incident: 
“Checking an 
aircraft after 
passengers had left, 
we found a hand 
grenade. Fortunately 
without the fuse, but 
otherwise perfectly 
operational" 

God forbid that 
you should ever find 
yourself in the sort 
of in-flight 
emergency beloved 
of Hollywood 
disaster movies, and 
are required to fly 
the aircraft. But tf it 
happens, just hope 
that you are aboard 
the Bournemouth- 
based airline 
Palm air. On page 30 


of the in-flight 
magazine Whispers, 
you will find 
instructions for flying 
the British 
Aerospace 146, the 
airline’s only plane. 
An extract “At a 
suitable height, say 
29,000 feet, pull the 
four levers back 
gently until things 
quieten down a bit, 
then get the map out 
to find the way to 
your destination." 


Next Christinas I 
shall send my wish- 
list to Continental 
Airlines rather than 
Santa. Diane Dunn 
of Wimbledon writes: 
“Last August I was 
booked to travel with 
Continental from 
Newark to Gatwick. 
However, due to 
overbooking I 
accepted a $700 
voucher to stand 
down and travel with 
Virgin to Heathrow a 
couple of hours later. 

“A mix-up at 
Gatwick resulted in 
my receiving my 
baggage many phone 
calls and two days 
later. I wrote a letter 
to the chairman of 
Continental in the 
heat of the moment. 
Time passed and I 
forgot about it. 

“A few days ago I 
received a letter with 
a fulsome apology, 
an affirmation of a 
commitment to 
customer care - and 
a travel voucher for 
a further $200." 

These days, that will 
almost get you to 
New York and back. 


The high points 


B 


elgium isn't most people’s first the New Year's holiday had left the piste 
choice as a skiing destination. It in poor shape, with a fair amoun o vege- 

' table and mineral matter poking through; 



of Belgium 


Stephen Wood takes a one-day ski package to the Ardennnes 



wasn't mine, either, when I 
decided to see off the old year on 
skis: 1 wanted to go to Scotland. But Dec- 
ember’s cold fronts had taken a wrong 
turning somewhere over Poland, and Scot- 
land’s snow was delivered to England by 
mistake. The bad news on the Scottish ski 
“Hotline" forced me to look elsewhere. 

The specialist ski travel agencies I tele- 
phoned were bemused by my next plan. 
They had never organised a one-day ski 
package to the Alps. And, politely enough, 
they made it clear that they were not going 
to start now. 

A little detective work solved the prob- 
lem. I knew the cold weather was coming 
from the east - but by 
which route? Ignor- 
ing Michael Fish and 
studying the bottom 
right-hand comer of 
the television screen. 


but the ambience on the slope was terrific. 
There were lots of children and beginners, 
no flash skiers or snowboarders. 

You pay by the ride on the lift, which 
runs along its own charming forest track 
lined with saplings. It costs just under £4 
for 10 rides - as many as yon would want 
for a slope which is plain and simple, and 
takes just over a minute for a direct 
descent. Only one lift means, of course, 
that the fun stops if it stops; unfortunately 
it broke down in the afternoon as I was 
returning my hired skis (cost- £S per day). 

Thier des Rexhons is a really good 
place for nervous beginners. But the lack 
of hazards - even gradi- 


[he 


Dock 


I discovered that it 
was travelling via the 
Low Countries. One 
phone call to Bel- 
gium. and I had the 
good news: the snow 
was excellent and tbe 
forecast poor. 

My new plan 
formed. The dirt- 
cheap (£49) overnight 
London-Brussels route by train, ferry and 
train would get me into a hire-car (not so 
cheap, at £69 for the day) soon after 8am, 
and rd be in the Ardennes for alate break- 
fast; coming back I would have time for 
dinner in Brussels before catching tbe 

II pm to London. The day-trip Eurostar 
offer to Brussels (£49 return, and bookable 
only until Monday) was no good to me 
because the earliest train gets in only at 
11.26am. But the overnight schedule was 
perfect: leaving London at 10pm I could 
spend the whole next day sluing and be 
back home at 7.15am the morning after. 

Ski in the Low Countries? The major- 
ity of you (1 stand almost alone in my affec- 
tion for Belgium) will have spotted an obvi- 
ous error here. As you know it, Belgium 
is heavily into chips, light on famous peo- 
ple, and as flat as a bored Briton driving 
through it to get somewhere more inter- 
esting. But the Ardennes forest, in the 
south-eastern, French-speaking comer of 
the country between Liege and the Ger- 
man border, is a vast, rolling ocean of pine 
trees; and though they hardly exceed 700m 
in altitude, the hills have nine “alpine" ski 
areas, and a further 49 offering other win- 
ter sports, mainly cross-country skiing. 

I headed first to Thier des Rexhons. just 
outside the town of Spa - where the water 
comes from. At 540m, it offers little more 
than one long nursery slope, plus one of 
everything else: lift restaurant, ski-hire 



ent - would soon be- 
come tiresome for inter- 
mediates; and the same 
is also true of the slightly 
more challenging Mont 
des Brumes nearby. 
Here the 1,000m run, in 
a big bite taken out of 
the forest, steepens 
sharply in the middle 
before flattening out on 
to a nursery slope. The 
middle section was quite 
fan, icy on one side and 
turning vegetable on the 
other; but the most dif- 
ficult patch was the wicked moguls under- 
neath the main drag lift. Mont des Brumes 
is so popular that it can charge £1.15 
merely for access to the ski area, and the 
surface had . .**ered from the crowds. 

In an ideal world. I’d tell you about more 
of the Ardennes ski areas. Unfortunately, 
the tourist office's resort map may be the 
most worthless document produced since 
Neville Chamberlain arrived home from 
Munich. It is easy to read and with help- 
ful symbols - but doesn’t show where the 
ski areas actually are. I spent a precious 
hour driving around Malmedy hunting one 
which had seemingly changed both its loca- 
tion and its name. When you are half-a- 
night short of sleep, such frustrations hurt 
In that state, all emotions become more 
intense. Hie forest of the Ardennes is 
always beautiful; but with snow-covered 
trees beneath a huge, pink sunset it seemed 
miraculous. The inner glow began to fade 
only in Brussels, as the 11pm train fell 
behind schedule and the temperature fell 
towards minus 10; it disappeared com- 
pletely on the ferry, under the onslaught 
of a herd of french school kids determined 
to enjoy being up so late. I got home very 
short of sleep, and feeling a bit stupid. One 
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day’s skiing? I must have been mad. 


photograph: tony stonh shop. The coincidence of snowfalls within 


For snow conditions at Thier des Rexhons. 
call 00 32 S7 7730 28; allow for a Hale exag- 
geration. Next Wednesday s travel section of 
Tbe Tabloid is devoted to skating in Belgium. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Cruises 



[ow would ijou 
prefer ijour 


r.clf:l>rrl:ti ^ .ruise. 


Willi ice. 


or \v i Hi ou l 


Celebrity often you i. huge choice of cruises. 
You can sail with us all across the Caribbean, 
to a hose of sundrenched islands. Transit rhe 
Panama CanaL Or explore the majestic fiords 
and soaring glaciers of Alaska. Wherever we 
take you, you’ll be pampered with superlative 
service, tempted with award-winning cuisine 
and constantly surprised by rhe superb value 
for money. For full derails of our five-srar fleer, 
call the number below or see your travel agent. 
And allow us to exceed your expectations. 


0990 902 901 


ALLOW US TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS 

t*flN 1 


ff you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


Cyprus 


Northern Cyprus 

. ..the rea! Mediterranean 


There is more to Cyprus than you ever dreamed ot Imagine i Optus 
where the scenery Is unspoilt aul the teachc* deserted. Imagine a 
Cyprus where the cus of IMi» Is blissfully affordable and die 
locals sdB outnumber the loufoo' 

Imagine— Northern Cyprus. Unchanged and unspoilt 

since Us cofcmtil days. Northern Cyprus wans in enchant you «flt 
ns unitjuc hlcod m serenity, 
tranquillity and beauty. 

► ■ __ If mu ihiiutUn ihi» tMum 
of Cyprus wa> h*t 
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0181 343 8888 


Cyprus 6S9 CUsit Rn-.ul. Rnchtcv. London M2 sID*. 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
nouseo in impoitt arena. Plus 
•tea, ilydrtvea, escorted tours 
SUNVIL 01 81-6474748 AlTO 
ATOU5J8, 


CYPRUS, LIMASSOL. Comfortable 
I « 2 bedroom IteL 2S0m aU 
anwrtdsaft see. Detete flisi 647 
1854. 


WINTER SUN In North Cyprus from 
£289 for 2 weeks, efl Inclusive 
Intra Travel. 0171 -3B3 7701. Atol 

j*. 


Portugal 


BARBARA READ VILLA RENTALS 
Specialist In Lagos/Praia da Un 
area 91535 853021 ■©! 706 32806 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Ftadblo fly 
drives north to south. Character 
BB Poueadaa, Manor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181-847 
4748 AITO ATOL806. 


EXCLUSIVE VWas in VTlmmoura 8 
AlbtiMra colour brochure Jamee 
Vila Ho Ways 01 732 840848 ATOL 
2730. 


ALGARVE. Casa Son ho villa nr 
Alvor. Sips 6. Makf. own pooL 
BBQ, Sol TV, Convenient golf, 
beach, bars etc. Tel. (01429) 
281524. 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
with pools In tmspaftt North. 
01954 261431. ATOL 27B7 AITO 
ABTA 


Italy 


1 . 1 00 new ways 
to discover 
unspoilt Italy 


Discover Tuscany & 
Umbria on a guided 
walking or cycling 
holiday. Experience 
pretty medieval towns, 
beautiful countryside, 
local cuisine and stay in 
friendly, comfortable 
hotels. Ring now for your 
1997 colour brochure. 




01606 42220 


Individual Holidays for 
die r - 


Discerning Traveller 



! Tnditioiul minify nUj-ap anm c n b 
wiib pool, diirmug iatnruic hotel, 
land flexible Hydrivc holiday l. New 
for I W7- Ac Hill, Brachc, or 
die Mwmira. Grind Touring, 
friming and Coo Very holidays pins 
Jwri breaks lo Florence. 

0181 995 9323 

48TATW7 ATOLHGZUTO 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01 293 552277 

uaniwcuE. xs h* owtErwm * 


CMtlll 
F4KHHOU5ES 
UlTJi » ' „ L l * S 
VB745 A P A t I » E N 1 » 


TroJrtioaal farmhouses, 
villas aaJ apartments In 
ftdhs prettiest regions. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143683 

QUOTE I0b2 IV «TltC tn: 
latJOJU m Italia. Ikpt 10 1?. 
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Hi s Sussex 

VACANZE IN ITALIA 



LA BELLA TOSCANA Very special 
tarmhses. vtasR Apts in & around 
enchanting medieval San 
Gbnfgnano between Florence & 
Siena- 1987 brocreoiBi -422-421 8 
COUNTRYSIDE UeL Rome & 
Maples, st tool of Mnte. v®a stos 
& Stoat! hotel. Tel 01075 6)5886 
TUSCANV/S ICILY. Sated proper- 
ties ui excellent locations, pods 
etc. Colour Brochure 015394 
91130 ASTAV7333 
CASA MIA "97 save money! Book 
Directl Private owners advertise 
quafty hafttty homes and B&B in 
Italy. Cot Brochure 01 484 688115. 
SUNVIL DISCOVERY . FMHt ft,, 
drive* to Tuscany a Umbria. Char- 
acter BB accam. Plus sicffy, 
Item, Ctfes. OtBf-847 4748 AITO 
ATOUO& 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY. Was. Col- 

tagea & apla. For brochures eafl 
Tad or- made Tours on 0181 
2911450 

ITALIAN COLLECTION Tuscany. 
Umbrta.Abnnm&mwete.Baau- 
Wul farmhouses and cottages wtth 
Prf*ate pods, nos Travel 01403 
259788 p4 hrsl ABTA ATOL T452 
AITO. 

ROME. FLORENCE. VENICE, SMft. 
Tuscany. Cental apanmarts 8 vi- 
tas. Good rates. 0181 880 0062/ 
G60 3900 eve. Fax 880 0331 
VALPO LIC ELLA, nr Verona. 171h 
Centayfowfihae. sips redo 8, ter- 
race, stunnftig yfevre; ideal Sards. 
Mantua Venice Mts etc. 


01665247392 



UMBRIA. 3 Plats. POOL Views. 
Space. Peace. From C200 Per 
Week 0171 261 B575 


NJTU3CANY. spacious uH com Apt 
hi restored Ci 7tti bnnhousa. Sfos 
4. Superb position. 50 mbts Pisa. 
Bo fence, coast Apennines. 
Long/short lets- T a) (01733) 
332073. 


UMBRIA. Cottage lor Two In Olive 
Grove within wafting distance at 
Medtewl HIS Town, overtoaklng 
Lake Trsshneno. Detafls 01985 
213195. 


LAKE GAHOA 8 Uaggfora. Apts A 
hotels, self-drive o» fly.Uhao & 
MawHfew 01329 844405 ATOL 


COTTAGE IN UMBRIA North of 
Lake T ra simsno. Sloops 4 with 
room for more. £30Qpw 
JdytAugusL(0l81}7WB36 


INVITATION TO TUSCANY- Roman- 

dc cottages S hBostouswaas Id let 
In seme ol the tovsUsst areas of 
Tuscany. TN: 0171 B03 7111 or 
01214295018. 


LAKES, UMBRIA, TUSCANY. 
Marche. SfeHy, Elba. Hotels S 
apt*, attractive prices. Hotels hn 
E22 B&S, apis with poolfm EZ21 
pw. Auto Plan 01543257777 


APUUA. CALABRIA, SICILY. 
AjnaHl, Undiscovered South. 
Hotob, Farms, VHbs. Apts, Pools. 
(01894) 722193 ATOL 4029. 


Portugal 


INDIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS 


fisherman's cottages, cocmtrr 
houses & apartments throughout 
the most delightful areas, from 
Southern Portugal to the Costa 
Verde. Many with swimming pool. 



FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
BING (0990) 143602 QUOTE REF P11C 

Or write lo: Indlvldwal Travellers ftuupBl. 

Pepl PllR Blitnoc. Pnlborcmh. W. Sssvcx RII30 IQP. 
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PORTUGUESE 


OoaRty vBasatoag the 
wseifkmt cunllx and a 
vwiqae i* tertian ol ratUge 
retread vet in the heart of the 
gleriou*. umpoftt counryddo. 
Mott properties have pools. 
ALGARVE 

141 WHO SINTRA UIMTUO 
in Humboft Road, iwtfon W&S0H 

at is, 


0171-385 4775 


Portapd for the Dhctrsiag Itovdhr I 


-pNj SIMPLY 

(/^ortuffal 


Trvh tnriwdaj «tIU% »uti pnil. 
rltintWN fce,-. asj *4. viol 
hurl. xiJ pnwJj. all ir.tr ib» 
!»•» w-duy ..unit, Hr tiNi- 
Manknnr’ aal.irv Kreal . 

pie. 'frnv -ml u>ire paiauor aaJ 
[Vnanrnplit . 


0181 995 9323 

urn tilt: mn.its uto 


Tlirkey 


Turkey lor Ike DKccrdnf; 
Traveller 


urkev 


Oiwira adrlifhlfolW iliJTeran 
Turley, away from the mm^ieam. 
wuk ret oniqnc invgr of rural 
eoaafcs. vittav ponV. and 
Inredly botcK (Rva .« (L-ttblc 
■Wredrtvip' pcfrnwnr. special 
imcrev hnlldtyv pilci cruiunp jml 
Uoahul Lty hd\ 

0181 99S 9323 

ABIAVIM7 BMIM MW 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Nwispaper Pdbfehng pic 
regrets that althou^i every 
reasonable precaution is taken, 
no respwistodrty can be 
accepted tor ft eraVor 
BccofTmodaiion ottered 
thraugh these columns, or any 
loss arising iherelrom. Readers 
are atWsed to lake all 
necessary precautions before 
entemg nto any travel 

arrangements. 


Spain 


5 lXDIVIDI'AL 
SgT nurCLLEKS 

” SPAOT 

Tradltlonnl 
farmhoubcs, cotiaecs. 


apart men is ana 
village 


iage houses In 
countrrsldc Spain 
anil n>rtu(iaJ. 
Many with pool. 

FBEE COLO UK BBOCBORf 

RING (0990) 143682 

QUOTE REF ES0n8 
Or vrrUc («t 

Inrilvidrinl Trrircilcr* Spain 
Dcpl ES05H. Die nor, 
Pulborongb. W S«>«» 

Riiso iyn. 
wto sot* ioio 

W\3U) 


+Spain + 1 


Portugal & Madeira 


Rwdores.Cfoumry houses & . 
hotels in ’undiscovered - Spain. 
Mdorca S Canary Islands. 
Citybreate. Hy dtwe. Ferries, 
Coaches & ItexsWe tator 
made options. 

Rusftjrtu90i& Madeira's 
Ffousadat Manor houses, hotels 

MU 



(Z-cxscxs 

CZaniabnaas 


Escape to unspoilt regions of 
Spain 5 Portugal £ enjoy beautiful 
countryside, beaches $ mountains. 

For details of our Self Catering 
£ Family Run Hotel Holidays: 

Tel: 01223 328721 
Fax: 01223 322711 

3 1 Arbury Rd. Cambridge. CB4 2JB >jOb 


Travel Advertising 
also appears on page 8. 


Unspoilt Catalonia 

SPAIN 


Quality Villas 
Apts. & Holds. 


ATOLJta 

M) 


EE 


PUERTO DE MAZARHONL Storohom 
Scab., vuus A apartments, some 
with pools. Sandy boaefres. 
Phone for brodnm. Mossron V>- 
few. 01487710337 


EXCLUSIVE VHlss In Moraha. Javsa 

and Csipe colour brochuni Janes 
V»s Hofldoya 01732 540648 ATOL 
2730. 


ANOALUCIA Extremadura. Coslille 
La Mancha. Dlstincttvo ft axcap- 
Uonsl country properties with pri- 
vate pools in extensive grounds In 
wonderful rural locations. IUos 
Travel 01403 2a 978a |2J hrs| 
ABTA ATOL 1452 AITO. 


Australia 


AUSTRALIA & 
NEW ZEALAND 


Complex Tailor Made New Zealand 
Itineraries a speciality 

SPECIAL OFFER 
FLIGHTS TO NEW ZEALAND 
ON AK NEW ZEALAND 


Tailor made 


Includes 2 FREE FH^ns within New 
Zealand or a free return Eisoatar ticket. 

Departures: 16 Apr -30 June 

0138640891 


m w., . , ■ r— _ _ “IJUU WUJI 

maawaa k Sririt ten mj swgaoiljwrtftL pmoiimxmw 


CALL 01306 40091 FOB DETAILS AND BOOK DIRECT 


F&r East 


r Z$Lscovet Kyoto fot £ 799 * 

Mk DISCOVER JAPAN 



Jallour 




1997 Brochure out now. 

0171 495 1775 

"include s direct return flight on JAL. 
Due nights at Holiday inn Kyoto, 
airport transfers and sightseeing tour. 


IAPAN trauei - cu|tur 

9 — e.economy. 




Stetra de Grcdos «wa. Piedratavw. 
90k Madrid. FIflL sips 0+. ideal 
9Rs sstring/waftlng area. Tel; 
01642711208 


MOUNTAIN VILLAGE. GAUCIN. 
House in quiet foraly werownd- 
tngs. Andaiuda. Sips S. Roof ler- 
rat*. Cimst yart «Mi pfonga pool, 
beautiful views & walks. 0181 
2923947. Fa* 2921990. 


ANDA LUCIA 3 catteges In «inny 
hillside olive grove. Views, Pool 
R> 0d cons. TbI 01564 78232T. 


VILLAS with private pqqls. 
Javea’AHoa. Fr C299 pwk 
Brochure Of 243 B421 33 Aspects 
of Spain Lid. 


GUIDED WALKING holidays 
through the tortpnen vSttges ol 
AntMuda ft In tho foothills of iho 
Pyrenees. Tel Headwater 01 8M 
42220 lor ’97 brochure ATOL 
2412 AfTQ. 


VINTAGE SPAIN. Country bauaos 
with pools In unspoilt ureas of 
Catalunya. Andalucla & Mallorca. 
01954 281431 AITO ATOL 2787 



For free information pack and expert advice 
call today on 0171 734 9638 
Japan National Tourist Organization 
20 Savile Row, London W1X 1 A£ ' 
jntolon@cfireon.co.uk http://www.pTtD.go4p 



'CoiaPS/ TeulormcuJe 

& City Breaks 
prices from £898 


|V 01703 730830 

jSb Maim mb wt i 


SUNVIL DISCO VEflY. Tnellsnd. 
YiAtnom. Highly HodblB tours and 
nydrtvea lor tedlwcfuals, 0181-847 
4748 AfTO ATOiaQS. 


. Don't forget 
to mention 
The Independent . 
when replying to: 
adverts 


Russia 


ST. PETERSBURG. CKy hrttefca 
brochure INTERCHANGE C 181 
«1 3812. ATOL 2429 
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Jewel in 

Cathy Packe remembers 


the muck 


her student days in Durham 



Durham Castle: the most stylish student address in the country photograph davit* rose 


A poll of a few friends of mine showed 
they have widely differing memories 
of their first day at university. Inex- 
plicably, I remember one phrase 
from the address by the Vice-Chancellor to 
new students. He’ described the city of 
Durham, our new home, as “a jewel in the 
muck-heap”. Although this is rather damn- 
ing of the countryside immediately around, 
his description of the city was an under- 
statement. 

If at all possible, Durham is best ap- 
proached by rail. As yon pull into the station, 
the view of the medieval cathedral is stun- 
ning. The cathedral can be seen from almost 
anywhere in the city, the uninterrupted 
panorama from my first college room was 
unblemished, as most of the new building in 
Durham has been on the outskirts. 

The historic heart of the city is built on a 
peninsula, gouged out by a loop in the river 
Wear, and densely wooded along its banks. 
The river separates the old centre from the 
rest of the city, and keeps it aloof from 
modem life. 

For centuries, city life revolved around 
Palace Green and the few- cobbled streets 
leading from it. This is a village green on a 
grand scale. The cathedral and castle face 
each other at opposite ends; the original uni- 
versity library runs between them: on the 
fourth side is a row of alms houses now con- 
verted into a restaurant. 

For most students, the cathedral is just a 
landmark in the city. I remember it mainly 
as the place to go for afternoon tea. These 
days there are other places to go - and no 
doubt prices have gone up - but when I was 
an undergraduate, a scone, jam, cream and 
a cup of tea in the cathedral's Undercroft 
restaurant cost 27p. 

Although the bell, chiming out every 15 
minutes, still regulates the pace of life in 
Durham, the cathedral itself no longer dom- 
inates life as it would have done in the days 
of Saints Bede and Cuthbert. That honour 
now goes to the university, which employs a 
large percentage of the population, and 
owns many of the city's oldest buildings. But 
town and gown are inextricably entwined: the 
university was founded when the bishops 
donated their official residence to become 
University College - now known to all stu- 
dents simply as “Castle”. 

Gradually, other colleges were founded, 
and the university is still expanding, but stu- 


dents remain in the castle, living at the most 
stylish srudent address in the country. 

It is also a great place for entertaining. All 
the colleges hold an annual ball, some more 
formal than others. I remember the ball at 
the castle as the highlight of the social cal- 
endar. with champagne served in the court- 
yard. dinner in the great hall, and a cartoon 
projected on to the keep. 

From Palace Green, cobbled streets tumble 
down and join up with The Bailey and Sad- 
dler Street which leads into the Market 
Place. Many of the old houses provide stu- 
dent accommodation or lecture theatres; 
others are homes for (he academic staff. I 
particularly remember peering every day into 


the study of Duncow Cottage and being 
amazed by the sheer number of books on the 
shelves, and the piles of papers on the floor. 

Not all of Durham is ancient, of course. In 
the Sixties several new colleges were built as 
well as the students' union building. Dunclm 
House. Events here were at the opposite end 
of the social scale front those in the castle. 
The surroundings were austere in daylight 
and cheerless at night - even under the flash- 
ing nights of the Friday discos. It is difficult 
to imagine that students still go there, as I 
did. for a hip night out. Bui maybe small 
groups of female undergraduates do still 
dance around their hand bags, while spotty 
youths inevitably eye them up. 


This area is ageing badly, with the concrete 
now streaked and duty- But as a place to look 
out from, rather than to look at. Dunelm 
House is hard to beat. 

Durham is a magnificent place to he a stu- 
dent - small enough to be manageable, but 
with the facilities of a larger university; and 
a beautiful setting in which to spend three 
years of one’s life. 

If 1 have a regret about my student days, 
it is that student life - and this probably 
applies anywhere - tends to be one-dimen- 
sional. which meant there was an awful lot 
of Durham that I missed. Given the chance 
to be a student again. I wouldn’t hesitate to 
go back. 
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Best years 
of our lives 


Student travel writing competition 


C an you write a rough 
guide to Reading, or tell 
fellow students how i„ 
survive Swansea? If so. vnu 
could win a trip to an den 
more exotic university town. BT 
Chargecard and The ’ 
Independent have joined forces 
with Rough Guides and 
Campus Travel to concoct the 
besi-cver student tra\ el-wru iny 
competition. 

To enter, you need not 
venture beyond the city limits: 
the task is to write a Rough 
Guide - style account - in no 
more than 500 words - of the 
town or city where you study. 

Send your guide to the 
address below, and you could 
win one of five big prizes: 


Your account, which needs to 
be accurate, pithy and 
observant, should be sent to 
Write Your Wav Around The 
World. Rough Guides. 

\ Merecr Street. London 

wc:h 9QT. 

to arrive bv 
1 March. 

The results 
will he 
announced 
just before- 
Easter. Ten 
runners-up 
will each receive the Rough 
Guide h • Rriitiii:. 

The prizewinners mav he 
commissioned to work bn an 
assignment for Rough Guides, 
payable at the usual" rates. 



5 . Travel by Eurostar to 
Paris, and cross to the 
Sorbonne on the Left Bank 
(plus £750 spending money i. 

4. Fly to Bologna, venue fur 
one of the most ancient 
universities in Europe (plus 
£750 spending money). 

3. Take a trip to Harvard, 
just across the river from the 
New England city of Boston 
(plus £1,000 spending money). 

2. Wander over to the West 
CoasL and bowl up at Berkeley, 
on the San Francisco bay (plus 
£1,000 spending money). 

1. Surfer’s Paradise may- 
sound like an implausible place 
for a University, but study' s up 
on the Queensland coast of 
Australia (plus £1.500 spending 
money). 

For guidance on styling vour 
story. BT has set up a special 
helpline (0345 345004) which 
you can call - at local rates - to 
hear top tips from Rough Guide 
writers. If you are calling from 
a payphone, you will find it 
cheaper to make the call with a 
BT Chargecard than by using 
cash. Call free on 0800345144 
to sign up. 


Rules 

1. Only 
s-ludent:. 
currently 
registered at 
UK 

universities 
and colleges 
may apply. 

2. Neither employees of 
Newspaper Publishing, British 
Telecommunications pic. 
Campus Travel or Rough 
Guides, nor their relatives, may 
enter. 


BT $ 

Chargecard 


3. Winners will be notified hy- 
pos! by 21 March. 

4. Travel arrangements will be 
made by Campus Travel, and 
will aim to match the winner’s 
preferred dates of travel. 
Please note, however, that 
certain dates may not be 
available 

due to 

heavy B 

booking. fl 


Ccwpus 


5. The 

editor's 

decision is final. No 
correspondence will be entered 
into. 

6. Usual Newspaper Publishing 
pic rules apply. 


* 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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TakeOff 


Take Off 


TakeOff 


FLIGHTBO 



AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171 757 2000 

FLORIDA 

0171 757 2222 

AUSTRALIA A NEW ZEALAND 

0171 757 2468 

_ WORLDWIDE 

0171 757 2444 


GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES 
ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 

All tares are retun flights, afcjeclto avaflaUlty, 
seasonal & regional supplement s . c.c. sintarges 
& tares where applfcatote 



travelling freestyle 
New York fr£170 Chicago tr £255 Sydney *£599 Singapore *£415 
Los Angeles £255 Denver £255 N.Zealand £650 China £425 

Bali £495 Jo’burg £385 

£285 


ALSO AT GA1WICK AIRPORT n BROCHURE HOME 

01293 568 30010990 134912 

Ui,* | 0 f «nr«-T - 19P™ n CJOLHOjH . __ .. .... 

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS Accommodation • Car Hire* fflyShpw at S. Ff3nCISC0 £255 L. VegaS 1299 

017 S^ 7 mSays AioLTssiwriK ABnrAPoaw/iraBoo Boston £225 Toronto £245 Hong Kong £495 Dubai 




CAPETOWN WINELAMOS 

GARDEN ROUTE NATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 
A unique selection of Classic 
Hotels, Oarae Reserves and 
Charming Homes ft Gardens 
Hy-dm with d»«t fcgta » 

Gq* lomn. Harae 

South African Affair AT0123M 
5/7 Huabolt Ra*t lowtei W6 SOU 


SUMVIL DtSCOVERV. FMfhW » 

Namibia, Zimbabwe 6 mo capo. 
Plus marts to Sknteym Cgast. 
: Botswana a ZamOta- Totady flaxF 
tde. Guest farms, bushcam^a 
’ dansur accom. 0*81 232 3777. 
ATTO ATOL8Q8 


C aribbean 

STUNNING CUBAI IMTCTOtANGE 
Tot 01W 681 3E12 ATOLZ420 



USAirtcurs 


Low season return lain Irotn London lex. laxas) 


pic 


ATLANTA £225 

BALTIMORE £235 

BOSTON £195 

CHICAGO £255 

DALLAS £255 

DENVER £255 

DETROIT £285 

FORT LAUDERDALE £255 
FORT MYERS £255 

HOUSTON £155 

LAS VEGAS £265 

LOS ANGELES £265 

MIAMI £225 

MINNEAPOLIS £265 

NEW YORK £179 


NEW ORLEANS 

ORLANDO 

PHILADELPHIA 

PHOENIX 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO 

SARASOTA 

SEATTLE 

TAMPA 

WASHINGTON 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 


£265 

£225 

£235 

£265 

£265 

£265 

£255 

£265 

£255 

£215 

£255 

£315 


SEE I TV’s TELETEXT P-272 
FOR MORE GREAT OFFERS 


We use the world's best airlines including Virgin. 
British Airways. American, United, Northwest and Delta 


LONDON: 0181 559 7709 

MANCHESTER: 0161 456 2515 
GLASGOW: 0141 248 4844 
BIRMINGHAM: 0121 585 7775 
CARDIFF: 01222 377 091 

RcgiSMl supplements nay apply 

Alamo Rent A Car From £15 per week 
Hilton Hotels from £24 per person i; mamsi 

ORLANDO HOTUNE 
0181 559 7766 

For all your travel needs to Orlando, Florida 


ABTA 98047 


AT0L 83085 




SANFRANCISCO/WEST coast 

PJv London - San Francisco on American 
Airlines for just 

£299 per person 

subject to availability and valid urrffl3t March 1997 
D * CL " (year-round fare® available) 

Bnak vour Californian Flydrtve before 31 at January 
tree personal trsvdlnsunmM 

W (up to 17 days) worth E39 

Car hire from £12 par day 
Hotels from Just £15 per person per night 
(2 adults sharing) 

Call now about our amazfog discounts 

Reservations: 0181 577 9966 

prfcMido not Indude A3rport/S«curtty t« £3100 

AKWriCffiAttSt 

ABTAVS22X 



J^ aTTons 


T 



«\fly^IriTC.l»tetsSe«ainiry 
I { inn*, seirtow car tours. 

& esmrtfd uacb lows 
VPN Cali for a tirocirure 

-“09906056051 

»WT. AH* *n*d 


PriCMfrom 


CMJF0KH1A 


£255 


DENVER 


£255 


KEW YOU 


£169 


BOSTON 


FLORIDA 


CAM LIMAS £180 

Jon & Feb dep. Cor hire, 
hotels A tours available. 

Airport lw*t not indudad 


Airport lutl not 

H OI 71 4 



£170 


£210 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


A superb collection or 
coastoL lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FOES 132 PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL, 

(0990) 143686(24 Hn) 
Quote fcf.N2M. 
ATOLSN 


NEW ENGLAND - Capa Cod and 
Varment. SupetD lamily tasoni 
and private houses. Brtdoonaw 
TitwW ABTA V7278. BroCti 0161 
707 8734 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS • Mb- 
ttocilve Ims 6 lanstty homes, non- 
- stop fllgma to Boaton. txoehuro 
Lins 0172785221 l.FUfy bended. 
ABTA V5164 ATTO ATOL 2978. 


ffravel Advertising] 
continues 
overieaf. 


>^Best heteisatei av^a^H 
0 to SAN FRANCISCO H 

M adteonskoiddie M 

K***waOSA*****m 

M SpedaJrSJ m tater^nade irawlH 

H Td 01233 646181 h 

M$Wl!4Uffl$ TRAVEL GSOUPH 

^ ^ j«TA<gi3gl^ 


Overseas Travel 


Cam 

Wafldng holidays 
for 20s/mid 30s 

SnuiH iV’^tod tm-iall? |«fua 
rttHitliiR * SBNwtafi m 
Ewufc Mopmtii. fjriuib & 
ftomi .tfraa forth.' 10 

ml ihmut 3ft.' rjafr. 
foillilan cradnl lion s^tfAi-u^! 
In tuurfi nwurtaui waR.' Tjurtu- 
rb.w lirtds. ra«4h' 

QifiHlx .Vl (John «1 inlily KAr 
yio a I m ■ BnicKun.' Inr 

OASIS HOUDAYS 

Trt *17*7373388 Fac 
Boa 43, WelKTB Goidra AU CK) 
fLunww weutsHum 




1 Top scheduled airlines. 

- Best stopover choice - 
Far East, USA & more. g 

• Itineraries tailored to your s 
exact wishes. 

• Car & campervan hire. j-2 

air, rail & coach passes. S s. 

• Accommodation from ^ | 

budget to luxury. f S 

Ask about our new Qarrtas & ff 
British Airways feres 


AUSTRALIA 

FARES FROM 

£512 

RETURN 


NEW ZEALAND 

FARES FROM 


I 


RETURN 


1 a 01420-88724 or 0171-287 5556 1 

1 

EZZi 

T 1 

i j L T e 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 


Lommsagent 


op*"'* 1 *** 12 Wgh Street, Afton. Hants. GUM IBM 
Mon-Fn 9am-7pm « 

Sat'Sun 9am-5pm Ur 

Sun Lon lOaiMpm 52 Regsit Street, London, W1R 6DX 2959 1 
FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 

All fare* subject to availability. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 



Overseas Thtvel 



“Explore the wide world at an 
easy pace on a Real holiday” 

Rambler*' rsconetl walking, exploring and sghtstutm holidays rrwer ilu- 
wnrkl. PfiyscaUy refreshing, manafly rewarding ai«l grrai fun inn; 
wundorful Tor Ions* nT tails, mountains, and grt-ai .uimuit otics. Small 
parties, nice bolds, air and coach departures. .MI Imlntays graded. 
Brochure >m request, Uns wurter's wtth SO + differem lK*Inis>-s mduding 
Cross- country akiing- Main 1907 wrcJi o*w 1 40 holiday’s all nwi r die worid. 
Walk, rrek. ejqdore. sigiilsee. cniss-ctiuniry jAi->i«iTJ lore it. 

Firee 1997 brechores Nto 

Tel: 01707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 

RAMBLERS HOUDAYS 

Bnx 43 , Welwyn Garden AL 8 bPQ 

K-iTCiiULuiiIiiiK hi dial pipe* coin 




TakeOff 



You’d have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


AMSTERDAM from 


£69 return 


BELFAST from 

£59 return 

BERGEN from 

£145 return 

BRUSSELS from 

£74 return 

EDINBURGH from 

£59 return 

FRANKFURT f.om 

£99 return 

GLASGOW ham 

£59 return 

LEEDS BRADFORD from 

£83 return 

NICE f.om 

£149 return 

PALMA from 

£149 return 

PARIS from 

£79 return 

PRAGUE from 

£164 return 

rEESSIDE from 

£93 return 

ZURICH from 

£99 return 

Return fares from London Heatfaw. 

Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 

0345 554554 or 
0345 I FLY BM 


I¥$f British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 

5p«U * me wWr on MKcne sno « 

SifbjKl Sj uUM'Tf I'M! mult redidt 1 iaru'dJv iuqh! »Q; 
taxrqer m al appi Spoil Ijir J* W MUtW tmn Ext 
Inti SndtcH Icnuk. CdMAmqh. id fi eHjv. ‘I lift Khancp 

ho*n^ reaipid Iq* U > AM h . Cbqw id SflM u iftreiwfl fare imi 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


. ’.i . 
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Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


lews, taxes) 

onent Mum 
Son 


oneway Mum 

SYDNEY 

£347 

£529 

NEW YORK 

£122 

£159 

PERTH 

£319 

£509 

BOSTON 

£139 

£175 

CAIRNS 

£347 

£599 

FLORIDA 

£159 

£206 

AUCKLAND 

£319 

£559 

LOS ANGELES 

£217 

£253 

BANGKOK 

£238 

£398 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£217 

£253 

HONGKONG 

£272 

£456 

SALT LAKE CITY 

£256 

£256 

SINGAPORE 

£242 

£412 

DENVER 

£256 

£256 

BAH 

£308 

£495 

TORONTO 

£138 

£229 

MANILA 

£274 

£451 

CARIBBEAN 

£175 

£334 

SAIGON 

£308 

£561 

MEXICO CITY 

£248 

£286 


TOKYO 

DELHI 

JQ’BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 


CUBA! 

CAIRO 
GENEVA 
AROUND THE WORLD 


DOOM]' Mum 

Horn 

£267 £485 
£138 £391 
£246 £385 
£297 £495 
£333 £495 
£197 £323 
£165 £275 
£145 £242 
£99 £39 


TRAIL 



worldwide attention to detail 


£677 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


SCHEDULED FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA FROM £509 RETURN 
BOOK NOW! 


January special otter 10% discount on travel insurance for all new 
British Airways bookings to North America. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night Irom 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 . AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 - ASIA £30 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CAU. NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMERICA DIRECTORY ON 0171-938 3939 


to*' 


l* s 


. cfiursfs. 









All our shops are Open Mon fn 5-7pm * Sal 9-6pm • Sun 10-Som 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


194 Kensington High Street • LONDON VW 7 RG 
Long Haul flights: 0171-938 3939 
first S-Businsss Class: 0171-938 3444 
215 Kensington High Street • JflNDON W 86 BD 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 

42-50 Earls Court Road • LONDON WB 6FT 
Long Haul Rights: 0171-938 3366 

22-24 The Priory Queensway • BIRMINGHAM B 4 68 S 
Worldwide Flights' 0121-235 1234 

48 Com Street • BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
Worldwide Rights - 0117-929 9000 
254-264 Sauchterwll Street - GLASGOW G2 3EH 
Worldwide Rights: 0141-353 2224 

58 Deansgate • MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
Worldwide Rights: 01G1-839 69EJ 
first & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 


. people think the world of us! 


For the real lowdown on worldwide 
travel, Ttailflnderc is your one stop 
trawl shop. 

Trailfinders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts In airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 
own package with up to 65% discount 
on hotels and car Mre worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 01 71-938 3939 ANYTIME 


KTOL1458 UOA ABTA 69701 



Virgin k 2 G'QSSti VGTS. For world beating offers call us before 15 February on 0J293 747 747 or see your travel agent virgin a tlantic 


Book before 15 frbrntry 1997. Tend between II Jammy and U February. Mtabutmt ttay: S aui day right. Ream by 14 Mardh. Airport Tax. Ah Passenger Day and Smutty dmga air not htdafetL United avafbUUty. Other ictikduas apply. 


'Coma and 
'sec us at the 

Adventure 

Shove 
no- 12 th, . 

tHyinpia^ 


— ^With 

Campus 

travel 

for ituccnti ond young epop'o 
ro-.idlnc iupsirt I". o'.v( "50 oHi:F\ 
thrsirghoi:: the '.vo-'4l 


TELEPHONE BOOKMG5 

LONDON -OKH 7 DAYS 

WORLDWIDE 0171 730 8111 

EUROPE 0171 730 3402 | 

NORTH AMERICA 0171 7302101 
01179292494 | 
0131 6683303 . 

I MANCHESTBt 0161 273 1721 

I GLASGOW 0141 5S3 1818 I 


4- BRAXCrtS AATiOV.VICE AMD 
OPtN SUNDAYS IC.Cv-tS.C'O AT 
52 3R05V5MOR GARDENS 
Victor* •©: LOflDON SSV 1 vV PAG 


www.campustravcl.co.uk/ 


D fo* ram I 

1 AMSTERDAM ft 34 63 I 


■:».rV7P'^mLLHtUt 


:1 1 1 »TT 1 LI: 

l >K7T 


ri7TTT7T^^»!8r. r . 
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■ LYON 55 1101 
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|RtO 2073441 

1 SINGAPORE 2204141 



NOW AVAILABLE 

BtUB 

M MIB RAIL- BUY ONE 1 
1 GET A SECOND FOfilflPBGE 1 
1 OFFER VflUD UNIR MAR "97 t 

| ROUND THE WORLD | | 

LONDON/ 

BANGKOK/ SYDNEY/ 
LOS ANGELES/ 
LONDON FROM £680 

We provide a full range 
of wnrices for youth and 
student travelers, indutfing 
air/trairVbus passes, 
travel insurance, km cost 
accommodation, or hire. 

ID cards, adventure tours.. 


TVavel 
times 
from 


many 
you like 
a year. 


With our annual travel insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of trips. To enrol, call between 
8am and 8pm Monday to Friday jaggs 
quoting reference IQ1CL §|gjjj§|| 

0800700737 


Cotata DOfastOM and (UgblUiy UmtlHl<x» affdy. 
Policy Terms amt GjnUttoo m amhbte un request. 


Insurance 

Services 


r 


DIRECT NON-STOP SPECIALS IN JAN AND FEB 


MEW 073 S.FWSCO 075 BOSTON 0» Dan £460 

L ANGELES 071 J08URG £459 BOWAY £473 DUBAI £399 

MUT NON-STOP TO DELHI IN BUSINESS CLASS £1299 


jfflclenl 


call hem. nears 

0171 482 0414 



World orraw 

. British Airways . 

The wxUi timme Atom 



The wwlt {nouns jutar 


★ STA TRAVEL ★ 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


mb Cba4tes*af)Wi)MMMmlm-iariBa,vritaTasinc,sMiM9V&1*«i mb 

Singapore £414 

Hong Kong £475 

Ho Chi Utah £540 

Perth £509 

Sydney £589 

ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £668 


VIRGIN ATLANTIC SPECIALS 
New York & Boston £1^5 r.r> - Los Anoelss £219 rn 


§ EUROPE’ 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 

5 ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 

F 


Paris Eorarfar 

£49 

Rome 

£132 

Meda 

£355 1 

Amsterdam 

£87 

Cairn 

£236 

Rio 

£339 : 

Geneva 

£96 

Washington 

£156 

Nairofai 

£339 : 

Athens 

£99 

SanFrantsoo £219 

DeM 

£399 L 

BartEtana 

£108 

Tbrooto 

£216 

Bangkok 

055 : 


117 Easton RoidNWI, 8b OMDrengtat MSW7.11 GoodgpSVVL London. 

STA TtAVEl 1NT0UUTHM REQUEST liKE IPI Ml (IK 


I/l 


(ONDOK MANOtBJSl GLASGOK tfRK 8 WCASTU, QXAHDl CAMMDfif. 640101. USNTDR .. STA TRAVEL 


FLIGHTSEATS 


AUcaiTtB ft — £39 Da&nan £89 

Mrisga. _B» Maim Fr £89 

Fara .ga Gisac8-l3tea.£&9 

fa 1 !”- - S2 'StH’ow £89 

Id Am £129 

CWando — £189 


r*jhmVR)Ba_£OT r. 

TawrtfB C7S 

Larcamw _S 79 ___ 

Funcnal . .. £89 029 

toil asc^wt NO YW1DHK K5I MILMUj 
NOW BOOKING SUMMER -97 

JCB.T RH t«USB 


01476 574111 


AVIATION WORLD 


Arise 6ET38 BANGKOK &M15 
AMSTBOAIICM AUSTRALIA £720 
BERLBI £109 KONQKONGHIO 

CYPRUS £139 KUHPUH £514 

AUCAN1E 199 ICWYOHK £252 

KAQRRD £90 TOKYO £492 

ws mssasssmssssi k 


SPt BUSKS&F1BST CLASS FARES AMI I 

lnWELMTHS£UABKITY63EBVCil 


FREE PHONE 0500 621848 


JETLINE 


SPAIN 

PORTUGAL 

ISRAEL 

GREECE 

TURKEY 

CYPRUS 


(•4s usa cinri 

7S CARIBBEAN 132 

9:5 AFRICA 28 3 

99 CANADA 179 

ITS INDIA 295 

245 FAR EAST t:i? 


WO. EAST 1.59 AUSTRALIA 599 


Faresavers 


MALAGA £59 
AUCANTE £59 
FARO £59 

TENERIFE £69 
LAS PALMAS £49 
LAN2AROTE £49 
BALEARIC! £59 


GREECE £69 
TURKEY £109 
ISRAEL £109 
MALTA £79 
CYPRUS £119 
ITALY £59 
CARIBBEAN £119 


All BJKOPEAWWOALDVVTDE FLIGHTS 
ALSO CAU HIKinNSURANCE 




CapitalFKGHTS 

OPEN I DAILY TILL LATE 
MALAGA Ir 569 TURKEY I- COO 

ALICANTE SS9 CYPRUS £S9 
MRO £63 YALTA £S5 
CANARIES £52 ONLASGC CIS? 
PALMA £93 N YORK £163 
GREECE C12H AUSTRALIA £55: 


0171-209 4000 
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for the Student! 


1 12-25yrs orfuD Ttme Scudentr 
lllAwat Ins IBL Eurm 4 VMMmfch 

Ml bun Ill || lull nm 

the Mdd 4 

|%uth/sa 9 dencs 




CANADA 

SUMMER FOR LESS 


TOROIUTO I £169 

MONTREAL | £189 


HALIFAX | £219 


VANCOUVER I £2-19 


WINWIPEC I £259 


WINTER 97 1 


TORONTO j £169 


MONTREAL | £169 
HALIFAX | £169 
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0171 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 
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By Kate Mikhail 



A rchaic, ritualistic and stereo- 
typicaUy Japanese, Sumo 
wrestling, could easily leave 

you cold. Bur experience the 
energy of a packed auditorium, witness 
the spectacle of two huge human 
masses hurtling headlong into each 
other and youll be hooked - transfixed 
in a mixture of awe and disbelief. 

When Japanese friends sat me down 
in front of the television set to watch 
a Sumo match I can’t say I was much 
impressed,' and quickly tired of what 
seemed a very brief and futile scrap 
between two staggeringly fat wrestlers. 
But given that I was visiting Tokyo dur- 
ing one of only six annual tournaments. 
I decided that seeing this major cultural 
event in the flesh - and loads of it 
-could not be missed. I hoped it might 
even give me a better understanding of 
the Japanese psyche. 

Tokyo’s National Sumo Stadium, in 
Ryogoku, eastern Tokyo, is a few min- 
utes from the Metro (Ryogoku stop) 
and towers over an otherwise uniform 
urban landscape. The build-up to the 
match begins well before you step 
inside - walking from the Metro to the 
stadium, you are more than likely to 
And yourself accompanied by one or 
two contestants who stroll nonchalantly 
along with a certain arrogance -and 
presence that only such an unearthly 
bulk can achieve. 

The thought of these men living and 
training in their Sumo “stables" makes 
them seem in even more of another 
world than they already appear as 
they thunder down the street. 

Sumo giants, who weigh an average 
of 3001b (21 stone), are considered 
national heroes and sex symbols. They 
earn big money, command respect and, 
being such a prestigious and wealthy 
catch, tend to marry die most petite and 
stunning of Japanese women. 

Having said that, their image took 
a serious pummelling this year, with 
allegations of corruption, tax evasion, 
yakuza (Mafia) connections and fight- 
rigging- Pans were devastated, partic- 
ularly as the claims came from an ex- 
champ. Onaruto. who mysteriously 
died shortly before he was due to give 
a press conference - but not before he 
wrote his book. Bout-Rigging, which 
accused the yakuza of buying wrestlers 
and rigging matches. 

'Walking into the stadium was like 
entering a temple. Far-off chanting led 
me to where the action was taking 
place: a vast space with seats reaching 


Weighty 

matters 

Getting there: The cheapest wot to 
reach the Japanese capital is on an 
air ticket to Australia. For example, 
FUghtbookcrs (0171-757 246SJ has 
a fare to Sydney via Tbkyo of £6S6 
on All Nippon Airways for 
departures today: you save £60 for 
mid-week travel. but be warned 
that availability is limited. You arc 
allowed a stopover in Tokyo cn 
route in wither direction. Lf you 
cannot navel to Australia. Creative 
Tours (01 71-495 1775) sells a 
discounted fare of £809 non-stop 
on Japan Airlines. 

Getting Sumo tickets: This 
month's Sumo tournament in 
Tokyo starts tomorrow and runs to 
Sunday 26 January. The National 
Sumo Stadium is in eastern Tokyo, 
and is very dose to Ryogoku, on 
the JR Sobu line. If you have any 
problems, the Japan National 
Tourist Organisation's tourist 
information centre has staff who 
speak English and are very helpful 
(3502 1461). 

The next two tournaments in 
Tokyo are: 9-23 March and 1 1-25 
May. 

It is not necessary to get up at 
the crack of dawn to queue for 
tickets, as you will invariably be 
told by everyone you ask. Not. at 
least, if you go in the first week, 
or early in the second, before the 
big players start coming face-to- 
face m the build up to the final 
battle. Tickets can be bought on 
the day from the box office, at a 
cost of only 1.500 yen (£8). 

Getting information: Japanese 
National Tourist Organisation: 

5th Floor, 20 Savile Row. London 
W1X 1AE (0171-734 9638). 


up to the gods and down to the central 
ring where two contestants - looking 
deceptively diminutive in the distance 
- squared up to each other, ready to 
charge. The stadium was largely empty. 
It was midday at the end of only the 
first week - which meant that for a 
couple of hours at least, there was 
plenty of room in ail the choice corp- 


orate seals which no amount of money 
can buy. 

Luckily I’d come equipped with a 
bento box - this is a fast}' Japanese 
lunch box with rice, vegetables and a 
choice of meat or fish - so settled down 
on a floor cushion, chopsticks in hand, 
eyes glued to the stage to see what hap- 
pens when an irresistable force hits an 
immoveable ohjeet. 

The scene was striking. The medieval 
splendour and ancient rituals were 
totally at odds with 20th-centiny Japan 
- a country where cash machines talk 
to you and’onc of the latest female pop 
stars to be inundated with Tan mail is 
a virtual reality computer creation. 

The atmosphere inside the stadium 
is very relaxed and officials are little in 
evidence, so if you want a better view, 
your best bet is to grab your camera 
and stroll down to the front, where you 
can stand nt a safe distance from tum- 
bling wrestlers and catch all the skill of 
the hght. 

Originally, Sumo was a religious 
Shinto ceremony carried out for the 
benefit of the Gods. The ring is made 
of clay and outlined with a thick, 
circular rope. The rules are simple: the 
first to be pushed from the ring or to 
touch the ground with any parf of his 
body other than the soles of his feet is 
the loser. 

The lead-up to each fight is mes- 
merising, with lots of salt-throwing ro 
purify- the ring and thigh-slapping and 
foot-stamping to ward off evil spirits, 
honour the gods and psych out the 
opposition. The rounds only last a 
couple of minutes each, hut the bursts 
of energy are fast and furious. Con- 
testants shove, slap, grapple or get a 
good belt grip to send their opponent 
flying from the ring. 

The battle is fierce, as only those at 
the lop of this profession get any 
financial rewards and success is far 
from guaranteed. As the higher- 
ranking wrestlers take to the ring, the 
scats fill up, the tension rises and the 
crowds, stocked up with copious 
amounts of food and drink, become 
increasingly rowdy. 

I never actually made it to my scat, 
which 1 assume was way up in the gods, 
and not knowing one wrestler from the 
next, did not wait to see who were that 
day's champions. Instead, I left feeling 
culturally sated, charged up for a Fri- 
day night in the bustling all-night bars 
of Shinjuku, and with a slightly clearer 
idea of what makes the Japanese tick. 
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Trouble spots True Of false 


Are you ready for the 
ultimate weekend away? 

The enterprising tour 
operator Regent Holidays 
(0117-921 1711) this week 
launched the first-ever 
short break to the former 
Soviet republic of Georgia. 
A long weekend in the 
capital, Tbilisi, costs £723 
including flights from 
Heathrow via Istanbul, 
accommodation and 
Georgian visa. So far there 
have been no takers. 

The current Foreign Office 
advice for Georgia says: 
“Visits by road to mosi 
parts of Georgia can be 
made in relative safety, 
although travel at night 
outside Tbilisi should be 
avoided if possible. There 
have been recent outbreaks 
of diphtheria in Georgia. 
Seek medical advice about 
precautionary measures 
before travelling.’' 



Club Med ^ Start L 


RESERVATIONS: 0171-581 1161 BROCHURE REQUEST: 01455 852 202 

OFfER SUBJECT TO AVAJLABIUTY 


The British Tourist Authority wants Tyneside to become 
a training ground far foreign lager louts. 

True, at lease according 
to the BTA’s youth- 
oriented magazine, UK 
The Guide. As well as 
the usual warnings, eg 
not to bring illegal 
drugs into Britain, the 
Guide makes 
recommendations that 
could lead to some 
truly immoderate 
behaviour. 

The magazine 
suggests an evening in 
Newcast le-upon-Tyne: 

“Saying that Geordies 
(ike a drink is like 
saying the Pope likes to 
say the occasional 
prayer.” On an evening 

out with friends, the Guide advises, you could say 
"'Whey ye bugger man! I’m ganning doon toon to get 
monaJ drunk and find some tottie. A GeordJe phrase 
book is included, with handy lines such as “Hoy up - To 
be sick” and “Top tottie - Very desirable young lady”. 

In -the pub, you are warned to avoid dominoes (“the 
world’s most boring game”) and to steer clear of 
Vinito, which “Sounds like toilet cleaner and doesn’t 
taste much better”. 

Should the “tottie” idea go according to plan, a 
photograph of a condom machine is captioned with: 
“Fancy a quick one? There’s more in the pub to try than 
beer and food, although some things may not be much 
use after 1(1 pints of beer.” 

Perhaps this is why Kevin Keegan decided to leave. 



What's the big idea? 

mwem 


REYKJA VIK- 

Kot just a city break 

What makes Iceland's vibrant capital, Reykjavik, 
THE European city break destination at '97? 
Firstly, on your doorstep you have Europe's most 
stunning scenery, big geysers, big waterfarts, big 
hot lagoons. Bui Reykjavik is fast gaining a big 
reputation as a lively city with a big entertainment scene, live 
music, theatre, art and traditional crafts. 

Scheduled flights only 2 Vi hours tram Heathrow. Glasgow 
and. between 27 July and 29 August, also tram Manchester. 
Holiday prices from £299 indude flights, 2 nights, hotel 
accommodation, transfers and local taxes. 

Sea you 1 local travel agent or call our 24hr brochure Una 
0181 255 7373 for details. 

toefand Brochure Uni. Unit 5. 4a Manorgata Road, 

Kingston-upon-Thames. Surrey K7T 7B. 


Please send me your 
Breakaway brochure: 
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A likely story 


“the year 2000 will begin right here - at the leading edge of the sixth Greenwich time 
signal beep" - The Independent, last Saturday. 


Mike Perry of Middlesex 
responds: “I was surprised to 
read this in Simon Calder's 
article on Greenwich. I 
would have expected him to 
have noticed by now that 
half the world’s time zones 
are ahead of GMX so at the 
time of the aforementioned 
beep it will be lunchtime on 
1 January. 2000. in, for 
example. New Zealand. 

“What makes it even 
more surprising is that last 
year you printed an article 
about holiday companies 
that were offering tours to 


various remote Pacific 
islands just west of the 
International Date Line, 
where the year 2000 really 
will begin, and when it will 
still only be midday on 3J 
December. 1999, in 
Greenwich.” 

Simon Colder replies: 

Mr Perry is right - but, l 
suggest, we both are. Space- 
time is defined from an 
arbitrary origin at the Royal 
Observatory. So I reckon 
Greenwich can cheerfully 
claim that an arbitrary date 


Bargain of the week 


The new Aer Lingus 
companion fare on flights 
from Stansted to Dublin is 
£109 for two, including tax - 
£5450 per person. Better 
still, for only an extra £25 
each, you can travel onwards 
to Cork, Galway, Kerry, 
Shannon or Sligo - and 
return from the same 


airport, or a different one. 

So you could fly out to Kerry 
and back from Galway- for 
example, for under £80 each. 

You must stay away at 
least two nights (or just one 
if it is a Saturday night). All 
travel must be completed by 
26 March, just before 
Easter. Passengers qualify 


marking an event 
approximately 2000 years - 
and miles - away should 
start on the Greenwich 
Meridian, the arbitrary line 
through London SE10. 

Mr Peny correctly points 
out that we carried a story 
last year on the Chatham 
Islands, one challenger for 
the place where 2000 will 
begin. But I bet that a pint 
of Spitfire, if available, will 
cost a lot more in the 
Chathams than the present 
£1.60 at Hardy’s Tavern on 
the Greenwich Meridian. 


for a special fare on the 
Stansted SkyTrain. of £7 
return from London. Call 
0645 737747 for bookings or 
more information. 

If you want to travel from 
Stansted to Dublin alone, 
then Ryanair (0541 569 569) 
has a fare of £64 return 
including tax. 
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Step into a 


pop-up 


book 


Fiona MacAulay visits the 
Roald Dahl Children’s Gallery 


1 1 ■"% oald thought museums were 
awftiUy boring,” said Liccy Dahl, 
I \ the widow of one of our best 
I m known children’s authors, as we 
walked around the Roald Dahl Children’s 
GaUery in Aylesbury. “Entertainment for adults, 
torture for children. But he would have loved 
this.” 

“It’s like walking into a giant pop-up book”, 
was the verdict of Quentin Blake, the illustrator 
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The BFG 
and a host of other Dahl stories. The newly 
opened gallery is not just a themed fun palace 
- it is an in teractive children's museum. It ingen- 
iously Jinks Dahl’s stories to objects on display 
and teaches children about the world around 
them in an entertaining and stimulating way. 

The Great Glass Elevator from Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory dominates the entrance 
to the atrium of the gallery. The voice of Willy 
Wonka, the great sweet inventor, chivvies you 
inside his far-from*ordmary lift. The domed roof 
of the atrium is dotted with planets from outer 
space, as seen from the Glass Elevator, and 
Charlie and Mr Wonka are there among them. 
Enormous, delectable Wonka sweets decorate 
the huge windows above the gallery entrance. 
Huge, brightly coloured “dream bottles" from 
the story of the Big Friendly Giant sit on a high 
shelf. 

Dangling from the ceiling in the atrium is the 
oddest chandelier, suspended from which are 
a hotchpotch of objects including a policeman's 
helmet, a tin of Spam and a truncheon. A verb- 
al joke made visual. “What does a policeman 
have in his sandwiches? Thincheonmeat.” Child- 
ren are encouraged to look at things carefully 
and to think about words and their meanings - 
and jokes. Roald Dahl loved jokes. 



Inside Fantastic Mr 
Foot’s tunnel 

PHOTOGRAPH: 
JOHN LAWRENCE 


‘Are we nearly there? 1 

Weekly outings for children: Go-karting 


Inside the 
Giant Peach, 
re-created ii_ 
the Discovery 
Gallery, 
drawers 

enticing labels. 

“Seacumbers and 
sandthumpers” reveals 
a selection of shells and 
coral, and the cheeky title 
“Even older than Grandma 
introduces a drawer full of 
fossils. 

Across the room. Fantastic Mr 
Fox’s tunnel just begs to be crawled 
through. Glass covers in the floor reveal 
underground treasures - some broken bits of 
pottery and more fossils. Through peep-holes 
in the walls a stuffed mole and badger take on 
lifelike qualities in their own small burrows. 

Above the tunnel are huge, transparent pipes 
filled with luminous green bubbles which trans- 
port you back to the Chocolate Factory and the 
world of amazing Wonka creations. 

Next door is Matilda’s Library, a quieter area 
in which to look at the array of Dahl’s books or 
pick up an earpiece to listen to one of the stories. 
A video and photographic display tell us more 
about his life and work at Great Missenden, 
down the road from Aylesbury. 

Ascending the brightly coloured metal stair- 
way to the upper floor, you enter the Imagin- 
ation Gallery. On the door is a copy of the steel 
hip that Roald used as the handle to a filing cab- 
inet drawer in his study. (This was his original 
false hip, which he had had replaced). In this 
room, illusion and reality intermingle. There are 
distorting mirrors and different contraptions 



The National Pro-Karting 
Centre, Upper Diamond, 
Gladsmulr, East Lothian, 
EH33 1EJ (0131-665 
6525) Indoor lessons for 
junior (13-16 years) and 
cadet (eight- 12 years) 
non-members cost £50 
and consist of two sessions 
of two hours each. The 
pro-kart Grand Pro, 
which lasts from two to 
four hours, costs £33 per 
driven and the Super 
Grand Prix, three to 
four hours Jong, costs 
£3750 per hour. 
Winners ran hold aloft 
their trophies and 
shower their friends 
with champagne 
courte^ of the centre. 
For the less ambitious 
motorist, children over 
eight years old can enjoy 
the fun-karts : sessions 
of five minutes cost 
£350; 10 min utes on the 
outdoor track costs £5. 


parental permission to join 

a practice and there is also 
a height restriction of 4ft ■ 

6in. Over- 14s also need 
permission bqt can take 
part in an actual meeting - 
a competition consisting of 
four heats and a grand 
final. Twenty minutes’ . . 
practice costs£15, haK-an- 
hour costs £30; but if s free 
to watch. 


house, 


is the cre- 


ation of the 


which 
introduce the world 

of animation, including the Victorian magic 
lantern. You can create your own animated story 
sheet at the work benches provided. 

The Twits’ Upside Down room, suspended 
from the gallery roof, relates to all the experi- 
ments with illusion and reality. When the TWits 
found their room like this, they didn't know 
whether it was the room that was upside down, 
or themselves. Animated visuals on a computer 
screen explain how the eye sees thing? the wrong 
way up, which are then corrected by the brain. 
The refrain on this dip-in-dip-out programme 
is “Baffle your brains and boggle your eyes - 
Things are not always what they seem." The 
images back this up by showing how one thing 
can soon turn into something else. It is true 
Dahlesque philosophy. 

Hie gallery, originally an 18th-century coach 


Orr, who have also 


redesigned the adjacent 
Buckinghamshire Museum - 
recently the winner of the Museum of the. 
Year award. They have worked together with the 
Buckinghamshire Museum team and with Liccy 
Dahl “We had crazy afternoons coming up with 
ideas," says David Orr. “The problem has been 
deciding which ones to use.” The funding of 
more than £600.000 came from the Heritage 
Lottery Bind, the County Council, Liccy Dahl 
and private gifts. 

The Roald Dahl Children’s GaUery inspires 
inquisitiveness as well as fantasy and imagina- 
tion. ‘"'Watch with glittering eyes the whole world 
around,” said Dahl in The Minpins, “because the 
greatest secrets are always hidden in the most 
unlikely places.” 


Piayscape Pro Racing Ltd 
at Streattiam and 
Battersea, London 
(0171-498 0916) 

This company specialises 
in tr aining children. A 
cadet school is usually run 
on the first Saturday of 
every month at Streatbam 
from 930am to 12.30pm 
at a cost of £25 per child. 
For an unusual birthday 
treat. Piayscape can 
arrange parties which 
offer exclusive use of the 
circuit and all facilities for 
one hour for up to 10 
drivers. Full instruction 
and supervision are also 
provided. Parties are held 
weekends and weekdays, 
at a cost of £125 per party. 
Individual test sessions 
are held on weekdays and 
cost £18 for 30 minutes or 
£30 for an hour, per child. 
Race overalls, crash 
helmets and gloves are 
provided but all children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult 


Top Gear Indoor Karting, 
13 Rennys Lane, Durham 
(01642 765145) 
Although safety is of 
optimum importance at 
this circuit, drivers wifi be 
exhilarated by the party 
atmosphere. The circuit is 
set amid pumping music, 
ultraviolet lights, strobes 
and a smoke madtine. 
There are 20 senior and 
two junior zip-karts; 
junior dub is for ages 8-14 
and senior starts at 16. 
Individuals can attend 
open Grand Prix Meetings 
at £35 per driver. 
Endurance races of over 
two hours are £160 per 
team of up to five people. 
Optional extras include 
commentators, video 
coverage, special trophies, 
laurels and still 
photography. 


The Roald Dahl Children's Gallery, Church 
Street , Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire (01296 
331441). Entrance fee £1.50. Open 10am-5pm 
weekdays and Saturday: 2-5pm Sunday. 


Daytona Raceway in 
London and Milton Keynes 
(0500 145155) If you are 
aged 8-14. you need 


Dub Formula Karting, 
Unit 4 Greenbank, 

Warren point Rd, Newry, 
Co Down, BT34 2QX, 
(01693 66220) This 
huge complex provides 
facilities for up to 100 
spectators, it has a 700m 
track and can 
accommodate more than 
100 drivers. Events 
include Grand Prix race 
meetings (£2750 per 
driver) - three- to four- 
hour sessions consisting of 
practice, four heats, 
quarter, semi-finals and 
final at which winners 
receive trophies and 
champagne on the 
podium. There is also a 
mini -prix (£20 per driver) 
and endurance racing 
(£60 per team) 


Abigail Rayner 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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From Cottage gardens to Forttanebleau 


Timeless landscapes to historic cities 
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Monet foMSet 
Eurostar to air travel 


Cwise ferries to luxury coaches. 
From £65 to £779 per person. 

From VFBHoBdays, of course. 
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VFB Holidays fINDi 
Cheltenham GL50 3FB 



Versaies & France's 
luring gaiden show 
Antennas' mushroom 
extravaganza 
Upper Nomtandy Gantens. 
ShopahoicsS 
Champajpw tabs 

ite de France Its gantens 
SmprwSonsls 
Rerassance Lyons. 
Floating gantens ot Picardy. 
SavoteAips te takes 
S mountains 

Gantens & chateaux ol fte 
PeysdeLok*. 


France 


H°uday s 
Of Exceptional 
Quality, Service & Choice 


.„and value for money too! 

Conustontly. 97% of EuroSrtes hondaymafcara stated that their 
hofidoy represented steal vnfue for money. And with prices 
from £95* for 7 nights and Cl 1 5“ for 14 nights, EuroStes 
continual to offer the BEST value for money: 

FOR SUMMER 1997 EUROSITES OFFERS YOU*. 
B 111 gf Europe's top quality ampules oaea Europe 
H Single & Mutt -Contra habdoyi in 8 Eu ropean Countries 
inctodfeg Franca. Italy end Spam 

W-Wotra u twe . oosy. to aso brochure and fanreOy sanies sfl rho way 
B Wide dmieo of Crux Charnel operators awriobl* p 


Gorges 8 gas t ronom y 
of (he Midi 


Rugged charm of Corsica. 
FoolWs of the Pyrenees. 


Eeaujolas Nouveau 
Festival. 


COMPLETE AMD POST THC COUPON NOW - 1 
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France 


Balearics 


Greece 


Greece 


NO ONE COMES CLOSER TO FRANCE. 
Farmhouses in Provence, chateaux in the 
Loire, cottages in Burgundy. A superior 
selection of traditional holiday houses of 
character and quality in France and 
Corsica. Many with pool. Full range of 
travel facilities available. 


EXCLUSIVE VDla9 In MaBorca. PoL 
lonoa 8 M onot ca . Colour drach m a 
Jam** vma Hobdays 01732 
840646 ATOL 2730. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. UaUoraan term- 
homes with pools. PoUonoa 8 i 
S E- 01954 261431 AfTO ATOL I 
Z7B7. I 
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ouulhv hoMn 


WhichUNSPOILT 
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EECE 


GREEK ISLAND 


Canaries 


EXCLUSIVE Villa hoMajra In Un- 
zarota, Tonadfa * Fuulavantura 
cotourbrochureJamssVfteHoft- 
day* 01 732 840846 ATOL 2730- , 


/» /u*.c ri/'.rr. 
biuartrS'lrt mi. 
KruUr Fly ftr.n 

adiar j r imJ riillata. 

toril«.nlfaa|rd!rili« 


81-84 7-4748 


FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (0990) 143681 ~ 
QUOTE REF: F101 V 

Or write to: /A 

Vacance* en Campagne, ,^fp! 

Dept F101. Bignor, if * JLAaw J f «* 

West Sussex RH20 IQD. 

Vacances en 
Campagae 


Germany 


LIPSI The Vrtder shows at Greece. HAUG Discover the magical charm 
lhapoft. Remote, loudy quiet ofatahty-imspatUanilFhaidy 
caches. people and a beMUtartxuskte. 

TILOS Remote, tranquil. serene. ALOMSSOS MyttchartxJurtide 
**>£?■«!& ftWSSSEa. 111, ^^O^MdudedlMaches. 

KALYMNOS The Sponge Fishers Exceflent waterfront tavemas. 

. -JXS 1 - 'if ** V «Y Greek. SPETSES Pine dad sartxteo 
LEROS Gentle rolling hills. Mys. azure seas. Cosmopolitan. 

bays ' seas. Watereoons gatora & lirety night Die 

SYMt Undiscovered, unspoilt. SKOPeLOGncbiresquetwbour- 
UnbefiwaUy beautiful sde town. Scenic wooded intenor 
Ifiaflirt our amtegly honest bocfcin Good food. Ewetent be*jws. 
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I At KA Dili A*. 


- . ni 

L'.ii 


El EEL BLACK FOREST. Bavaria. 
Chvming smM hotels hn E22pp & 
apts fm C283 pa. Also Austria. 
Stovonia 8 Croatia. Auto Plan i 
015*3 257777 

GERMANY - DaDy tow east flights 
and hotel accommodation. AS i 
major creeflt cards. Please cal 
German Travel Centra 0181 429 i 
2900. ASIA 90685 ATQL 2977 I 
1ATA. 
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QuiniesstMulJy Greek 
holiday* away from die 


iTTi'MisU lf»u» iftliATI 


City Breaks 


holidays away from die 
mainstream. We oiler private 
viLLfe with pools, hotels and 
seaside cottages in beautiful 
unspoilt locations, plus 


riKHZE 


DISCOVER... 


Bruges 5 Si Mata 
minrt raaks 


■ «l uw HiKiB Ut. .*• o> •> qv %. m «T> him h> 

MMl'Mtvin**'-) :W 7 .>v*wn 4 taam>i 

i Hn mVm UWn rum. 



speoalist paioUDg. walking 
and Hu wer holidays 


2 nights in 


and Hoi* cr holidays 

0181 995 9323 


UU'int apcnc urn 


Escape the tnainsirwun and 
expeneme the real Crete, an 
island of sruonine landscapes 
jndMsamiiicrpiuJiiy. We oflcr 
restored coimrry cottages, villas 
<nth private pools, quolny 
aporiinems and family-ron 
hinds, all in unspoilt Jncjiinnv 
Hu-. Island Wandering amJ 
Special tnrcrcsi Holidays 

0181 995 9323 
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S CAPE TO THE 

REECE 

THBGRSEK5 
p to #»reot Greece h 
ourtodUonotufios. y 
Jrtepomwfcer 
aufloshchanfeigHK 
on ftato. 

4i Crete and BP 
y*OS Orftjj My'JjT- 
cosnapo&an 
PagoorBsete SKra 
Llnttef on IBiodea 
tawforatiDcruR 1 




Relaxed Discovery and 
Adventure Holidays 


Luxury Mobile Home Holidays 
in beautiful Brittany & Western France 


VENICE 


t Greek 
Islands Club 


£199 



Take a voyage of discovery (faroogfa idyllic 
country France on Toot, by bike, or by canoe 
(with your bags moved for you). Choose from ten 
contrasting regions, from Burgundy to Provence, 
and from the Loire to the Alps. 


MATTHEWS HOLIDAYS 

Bishopsmead Parade, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6RP 

Telephone: 01483 284044 AH1A V2927 


Often also available to 18 other 
wetting cities. To book or 
request a brochure see your 
crave) agent or call: 


Villa and hoed holidays 
for those who expect 
privacy, comfort, per- 
sonal service and beauti- 
ful surroundings. For a 
brochure telephone: 

01932 220477 

hnpJlw wwi vch.cT>.uk/n!las/ 


SKJATHOS. Peter. Skopetos. 
Alonlssoa. Mykonos, Paros. San- 
torini & Lemnos. Superb vtBac. 
apts & hotels, most with see 
views. Expert & Irtondty sendee 
from Sktatfios Travel Lid, now m 
our 19th yr. 0181 W 0 5157. Alto. 
Alai 1680L 


0181 7851254 


OI 7 I 200 8705 


VJU Crane Hntahi* l a! 
Ml* VWl ATOI MS AIT..' 


ILK9S TRAVEL Our personal choice 
of tramtonai properties on Kefalo- 
nia. Zakynxho*. Paros. Naroa, 
Sfctothos, Skopetos. Atorrissos 8 , 
PoUon. Ottoman style houses & 
cottages close to the sea In 
Turkey. 01403 25S7B8 124 hrs) 
ABTA ATOL 1452 A/TQ 


There are holidays just energetic enough to give 
yoo an appetite for the next great meal, with 
plenty of more challenging options too. You'U see 
the splendours for which France is Cantons. Bat 
along your path, we'D help you discover tucked 
away landscapes immortalised by the world's 
greatest artiste, and taste dishes that have 
inspired the world’s greatest cuisines. And you'll 
see a greater variety oTwOd flowers, birds and 
butterflies than you ever thought possible. 

Phone now Cor your 1997 brochure. 
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CityBreaks 


VMaa. Apartments A Hocds | 
Mm « team with over J 8 


A unique view of 
rural France from a 
bicycle. Quafity 
accommodation. 
Meeds to remember 


Escape 

while you can. 


* 2 T hael. Frtruarj to 
Tta uaich Mytois hom Ganm*. 


yvoiy cvpencnoc m 
oflonr* hoSdnyn for 
0^ di - ci -1 Tiinri tntvcfkr. 
Si on pa. Zatym th o*. 

Party*. Ktfaloaia. Pa jfoi. 

Lrfleaa 6 Crete 
Pw your 1V97 Bruchurv ffB 

0171 233 5233 M 


SPRING FLOWERS, braothtalring 
vtows 8 empty boacties. Discover 
Western Creie from ale villages 
hrnmea. Pure Crete (0181) 780 
0879. AHX 2757. 


LEFKAD&- Ever Inephtng Greek Ion- 
ian (stand. Supvrts qiirily luxuri- 
ous visas with poo*. Trod, iwoe, 
apts, atds. ABTA. AfTO. ATOL. < 
Brochtm T«A 01580785000. 

GRECOHLEf F1L0XEN1A For the 
discerning, truly, qutater Gracca. 
101422) 37S8BS. ATOt 2817 AITO. 

SKYROS HoesOC HoHdays In 
Greece ft Caribbean. Over 200 
courses ted by otceSenl tutore 
Irtci. Ken Russell. Sue Townsend 
ft Toyah Wilcox. Superb setting, 
friendly community, def. food. 
0171 284 3065. 


HOL 


Corsica 
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The ConJetmjySiMSatist 
AK12M7/ 4 \ AfTO 

Corsican ) Places 


Brochure Lire 


iiEDWAicR, 

01606 48699 



CITY BREAKS 


/fTl r?!5T?N. 

• .A ana 

, . . . . J \m 


*)•'*>. 2* i S - - 'w' 4 * { 

BetMAgu ATOL 606 


VFB Hobdays (1ND| 
Cheltenham GL50 3FB 


PYRENEES PLUS 



holidays direct 


S.W. France. QuaRty villas ft cot- 
tages, many with pools. Country- 
side - nr beaches. Francophile . 
BondwLOISaM 31880 


• Book direct with over 
1700 private owners 

* Alt types of holiday 
property, many with pools 

* Afl regions of France 

•CityBreaks 


FRENCH Canal Saif-dr 4-12 both 
Pentchetfes fr 21 bases over 
France. Brack fr French Country 
Cruises. 01572 B21330 AITOT 
ATOL 


Tel: 01464 682503 

httptffrnriK.cfKznous.com 


BRITTANY, AUDIERNE Recto red 
rural stom cottage, mil- 
equipped. secluded garden, sips 
5, beech 3kffl. 01743 232702 


LOT- BeautiM newly convened bam 
ft« o( «gK cacHng tpeceo. levdy 
rureflurH, palnttngc, afl mod core. 

Z (JWe baims on suite bathrooms. 
Soira heated peat. In Queroy fOr- 
esL Ideal loc ati on for louring, 
cycling, wafting or tadotenca. Tef 
00335 031 5908 daytime or 
Lucocq 01344 427439 evenings 
5W FRANCE. Super houeeta lovely 

aatilng, 5 bedrooms ft 3 baths, 
large pool ft lake. Sleeps 10. ToL 
(0T225J 428886. 

CHAHENTC. BeaufcfuCy restored 
stonB tarmhouse wWi pod. 
Sleeps S/10. Ideal Cognac Ln 
Hoehella futurescope. 

01342717907, 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Newspaper Puttehtng ptc 
re^SB mat although every 
trasonaW? precaution fa taken, 
noresporeawycanbe 
accepted far Sghts and/or 
accommodaSon oflared 
Ihrough these ccfumns. or any 
loss anstng therefrom. Readers 
are advised to take gfl 
races 3 a 7 y pretattitons brtore 
ertanng into any bavel 
a nan gem e rts. 


Discover Mountains, Lakes 
! and Remote VRages of 
Central High Pyrenees 

VHIas, Apartments. Hotels 

In Spectacular scenery 

Phone lor Brochure: 

01373 463217 


CYCLING 

WALKING 

Hotel to Hotel Tours, with 
luggage carried orstngie 
centre hofcfcnrs. 

01892 890 885 

BELLE FRANCE 

ATOL 2822 jfQ 


I Aa iitand of wwuoilar mountetn 

pmks. fragrant plna foraitj. i 
dear rtvan. wattrfiUs 1 
and boauttfid ndudad bcadwr. . 

Small A Friendly Aubetge; I 
Mmmutn inn 5 Sftret Retreats i 
Beornside V'lla-. and Aparimenu I 
Ciawe Hotels Fly-drivt Cycling | 
W HivntoH Road London WS SOL j 
anXflM »» wtowanm talorvull 


Superb vflas 'n/ vdlh pook, 
mettonglvlhge houses, pretty 
apartments, frtao* hot*. 

02.424 774366 fax 774S79 
- 07000 oorsica - 
www^orsIcaxo.tA/coretoa 


SAVE UP TO £193 



If you wish to 
advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
Travel Team on 
0171 293 2222 


For yourfree Oties brodifrre caW 



HOW TO 
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P aths help to define the main lines of a 
design in a garden. They -do not all 
need to be of the same importance. 
The main thoroughfares will perhaps 
he wide and surfaced with something hard- 
wearing, but there may be an interconnecting- 
web of narrow paths that are no more than 
beaten earth. You need to get the main lines 
of communication sorted out before you move 
on to the rest of the design for your plot 
A wide, swirling path leading from back door 
to compost bio may look good on paper as you 
doodle new garden designs inside in the warm. 
In practice, though, as you dasb out into the 
rain with a load of potato peelings and a sup- 
purating marrow, you will find that the short- 
est route is the one you will most often use, even 
if it involves a long jump over the border that 
you tastefully placed to shield the compost bin 
from view. 

When the right lines have been drawn out 
for the paths, you need to think about the kinds 
of surfaces you want them to have. The most 
sympathetic coverings, in terms of looks and 
texture, will probably be the ones rhat also need 
most care and maintenance. If you do not like 
weeds, but hate weedkiller with an equal pas- 
sion, then you bad better start learning to love 
concrete. 

Cost as well as taste has a bearing on the kind 
of materials you use to surface a path. The sim- 
plest and cheapest method is to leave them as 
beaten earth. The disadvantage of this is that 
you lose contrasts of colour and texture 
between paths and beds. And the paths get 
muddy after rain. On the plus side is the cost, 
which is nothing, and the fact that beaten earth 
paths can easily be rerouted when you feel like 
a change in the layout of the garden. 

Straw is perhaps too rustic a material to use 
In a town garden, but in country gardens it 
treads down quickly to make friendly paths 
around vegetable plots, and sops up damp as 
usefully as a sponge. When it begins to look 
tacky, you rake it up, put it on the compost heap 
and replace it with a fresh layer. 

Ground or chipped bark also needs regular 
topping up, but gives a dark, rich, chocolale- 
cake finish to paths, especially informal ones. 
If you already use composted bark to mulch 
beds, don't use it on paths as well. You will lose 
any sense of contrast between one area and 
another, and your garden will start to look like 
a demonstration plot- for waste products of the 
timber industry. Lay sheets of black polythene 
under the bark if you want to cut down on 
weeding, but not if you like the idea of the bark 
itself slowly transmuting to soil. 

The same general principles apply to gravel, 
which has the added attraction of sticking to 
the bottom of your shoes and then magically 
unsticking as soon as you walk back into the 
house. But it makes a satisfyingly crunchy noise 
when you walk on it. So much so that police 
forces recommend it as a burglar deterrent. 
Plants seed, themselves happily into it. Bulbs 
such as scillas look charming growing through 
it. I like this effect, of things spilling from bor- 
ders /nco paths. If you don't, put polythene 
sheeting under the top dressing of gravel. 

Gravel has different colours and textures, 
depending on where it has come from. Some 
have a pinkish tinge. Others are soberly and 
almost uniformly grey. I like the ones that are 
predominantly cream. Stick to one kind, that 
tones with the colour and texture of the brick 
or stone of the buildings around you. For a 
serene, calming Zen finish, rake the gravel in 
parallel lines with a wide-tined rake. Gravel can 
be used to eke out more expensive materials 
such as stone. Set paving slabs in an open pat- 
tern down the length of a path and fill in around 
them with gravel. 

Hoggin is the term for a mixture of sand, 
gravel and pebbles that was often used in trad- 
itional kitchen gardens to provide a firm sur- 


On the right track 

Anna Pavord continues her series on gardening 
principles. This week: devising and keeping paths 



Sissinghursb some patterning of the path materials gives a better effect than total anarchy photo national trust, eric crichton 


face for paths that had to stand up to heavy 
traffic. It must be properly rolled, so that the 
constituents bind together to make a hard, 
durable crust. The best hoggin paths are made 
with a “batter"’, a slightly humped profile, so 
that water is shed from the centre to run along 
gutters either side. 

If as a covering you use bark or gravel, both 
of which kick about easily, you will probably 
need edgings for your paths to keep the stuff 
in place. Lengths of board make simple, un- 
obtrusive edgings, and few skips are without 
planks that can be recycled like this. Keep them 
straight by bashing a few wooden pegs into the 
ground tight against them. Avoid rolls of cor- 
rugated plastic edging, which draws attention 
to itself without having the looks to warrant it 

If your paths are property paved with stone 
or brick, you won’t need fixed edgings and can 
rely on intertwined dumps of violas, daisies, 
alpine strawberries, pinks or petunias to keep 


the earth of the borders where it should be. If 
you mulch beds eveiy year (as you should - 
make a resolution now) the soil level gradually 
builds up. Then it is more prone to topple on 
to the paths. Plants provide better nets for 
catching it than planks of wood. 

Old bricks make good paths if you happen 
to have them abouL They have become extra- 
ordinarily expensive to buy. DIY experts start 
tutting in an irritating way if you use indoor 
bricks outside. Yes. they do sometimes flake in 
bad frosts, but they do not disintegrate entirely. 
I'd prefer to run that risk than live with the 
liverish, slightly shiny finish of what is called 
“engineering brick”. 

Similar to brick, but usually dark grey, dark 
blue or black, are stable paviours, which are 
criss-crossed over with an incised trellis pattern 
to stop horses slipping. It works for humans, 
too. These slabs make smart paths in minimalist 
city back yards. 


Some of the best paths, such as those at Siss- 
inghurst. the National Trust's famous garden 
in Kent, are made from a random selection of 
bricks, cobble and rubble. Some patterning of 
the materials - using bricks in threes, incor- 
porating roundels made from bits of blue-and- 
white china, making parallel lines of cobbles 
down the sides -gives a better effect than total 
anarchy. The advantage of this kind of path is 
that it provides a home to all kinds of bits and 
pieces that you do not want to throw away. 

The most unpleasant surface for paths is 
asphalt though concrete runs a close second. 
Asphalt is just a touch more funereal. Laid on 
an uneven surface, both of them crack and 
become as lethal as they are ugly. If you have 
a path like this, abandon all thoughts of repair- 
ing it Invite round a bunch of friends with pick- 
axes and grievances and let them work off their 
spleen on the hard core. Then cart it all off to 
the tip and start again. 



cuttings 


W insldU Stones. 64 acres of rare 
limestone pavement in the 
Yorkshire Dales, have been saved 
from quarry owners’ bulldozers. This 
follows the massive response to an 
appeal launched by Plantlife. a 
charity dedicated to conserving wild 
plants and their habitats. The appeal 
was led by television's star gardener, 
Geoff Hamilton, who died earlier 
this year. Since then, Plantlife has 
received thousands of contributions 
from fans in memory of Mr 
Hamilton. 

The appeal has been so successful 
that Plantlife had money left over 
from the sum that it needed to 


support the funds pledged by the 
National Heritage Lottery Fund to 
buy Winskill Stones. It intends to use 
the extra to create a wild flower 
meadow in Mr Hamil ton’s home 
county, Rutland. 

N ational Lottery Funds will also 
be vital to restore Britain’s fust 
ever public park, Derby Arboretum, 
for future generations to enjoy. The 
arboretum, which lies at the centre 
of the city, was given to Derby in 
1835 by Joseph Strutt, the owner of 
the local cotton mill. The park was 
designed and laid out by John 
Claudius Loudon, the horticulturist 


and writer, who was the Geoff 
Hamilton of the mid-19th century. 
Many of the original features of 
Loudon's design still remain, 
miraculously unaltered. 

Strutt laid down few precepts. The 
arboretum was to be a public garden, 
open free on two days a week 
(including Sunday) with a minimum 
charge on the other five days. Two 
lodges were to be included, one of 
which could be used as a public 
assembly room. Maintenance costs 
were to be kept as low as possible. 

Loudon thought that the site's 
main disadvantage was its lack of a 
“distant prospect”. There was “no 


view beyond the grounds, worthy of 
being taken” he wrote at the time. 
His solution was to mould the 
ground into mounds up to 10 feet 
high to shut out what he didn't want 
to see. 

At the time, this was a massive 
innovation and it remains an ideal 
way of getting round a problem that 
is rather worse now than it was in 
Loudon’s time. 

The City Council has appointed 
Glenn Anderson, landscape 
consultants, to find out from those 
who use the arboretum or live near 
it, how they feel it could be 
improved. 


Duff Hart- 
Davis There is 
little doubt 
that the Welsh 
hills have 
suffered the worst damage at 
the teeth of sheep 



W hatever other 
ecological 
controversies may 
flare up in 1997, there is 
certain to be sharp debate 
about the decline of 
Britain's heather moors. 
Crisis in the Hills, the 
report recently published 
by the Wildlife Trusts, 
showed how excessive 
grazing by sheep has 
impoverished our upland 
habit3t, and called for 
immediate reforms to 
arrest the downward trend. 

Case studies range from 
Islay, off the west coast of 
Scotland, through Cumbria 
and the Peak District, to 
Wales. There is little doubt 
that the Welsh hills have 
suffered the worst damage 
at the teeth of sheep; and, 
according to the report, the 
main agent of destniction 
Ls the present system of 
subsidies, whereby hill 
farmers are paid £30 per 
breeding ewe per year, 
irrespective of the area on 
which the animals range. 

The result is that sheep 
are far Loo numerous, and 
on many hills (he 
vegetation is being eaten to 
death. Heather and other 
dwarf shrubs, such as 
bilberries, are dying out; 
wild flowers are vanishing; 
bracken (which is nut only 
poisonous, but also 
harbours disease-bearing 
ticks) is taking oven and 
birds such as grouse, 
curlew, golden plover and 
merlin are disappearing. 

The report contends that 
farmers, instead of being 
paid to destroy the 
countryside, should receive 
financial incentives to 
improve it. The most 
important recommendation 
is that the Government 
should switch from 
payments per head to 
payments per acre. 

All this sounds like good 
sense. Yet many Welsh 
farmers are infuriated by 
the report, claiming that it 
grossly oversimplifies the 
problems - that, for 
instance, the decline in bird 
life is due largely to an 
increase in predators such 
as birds of prey, foxes and 
feral mink. The Wildlife 
Trusts (the farmers say) 
should address themselves 
to this problem, rather than 
bash away at shepherds. 

I myself find it strange 
that the report makes no 
mention of the role played 
by the owners of grouse 
moors. Because grouse 
depend on healthy heather, 
private landowners who 
wish to run shoots spend 
fortunes on the active 
management of their land. 
Strips of old heather are 
burned every year to 
promote constant new 
growth, bracken is 
suppressed by cutting or 
spraying, and the control of 
predators benefits not only 


game but other moorland 
birds as wclL 

No debate about the 
uplands can ignore the role 
of grouse-shooting. Grouse 
were abundant in Wales 
until the Twenties and 
Thirties, but now there are 
extremely few left- Sheep 
and predators have driven 
the game-birds out. 

It so happens that in the 
annual competition for 
wild game conservation 
projects, organised by the 
champagne firm Luurcnt- 
Perrier.lhe first two awards 
this year have gone to 
estates with large expanses 
of heather. The winner was 
Garrogie, a 30,000-acrc 
grouse moor and deer 
forest south of Loch Ness, 
whose owner. Charles 
Connell, has made valiant 
efforts to restore heather 
destroyed by overgrazing. 

Seldom can there have 
hcen a better illustration of 
what happens to hill 
country when management 
lapses.’ At the turn of the 
century Garrogie was a 
highly productive grouse 
moor, but by the time Mr 
Connell bought the place 
in 1979 overstocking hud 
reduced it to a poor sheep 
farm and an occasional 
deer forest, with scarcely a 
grouse to be seen. 

Now, by a combination 
of predator control and 
habitat management, he 
has built it back, and lust 
season it yielded 550 brace. 
His main ploy has been to 
exclude sheep from large 
areas with electric fences, 
some of them powered by 
miniature windmills. The 
improvement of the 
vegetation within the 
barriers has been amazing. 

Similarly spectacular 
results have been achieved 
at Abcmethy, on Speysidc. 
where (he Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds has 
won Laurent Perrier’s 
second prize for the 
management of its 34.UU0- 
acre reserve. There the 
main aim is to conserve 
and extend the ancient 
Caledonian pine forest, 
principally by reducing Ihe 
red deer population from 
nearly 1.000, to 300. 

Wrth grazing pressure 
lifted, pine seedlings are no 
longer being mown off in 
infancy. The forest is 
gradually spreading, and 
the undergrowth of heather 
and bilberry has become 
noticeably more luxuriant. 
This has helped the 
population of black grouse 
- a threatened species - to 
increase threefold. 

From every corner of 
Britain the message is the 
same: that heather has 
astonishing powers of 
recuperation, and can stage 
a comeback after lying 
dormant for 50 years. But 
an enlightened manager 
must give it that chance. 



THE ENHEPEJNTDE1NT 

HOLD ‘N’ GROW PROPAGATORS 


This superb propagation system measures 
QlV.-cm x357-'cm ^29cm i36"\14"xl 170 and fea- 
tures a base made from high density polystyrene for 
good root insulation and a sturdy clear plastic lid 
with three adjustable air vents. It is suitable for 
indoor and outdoor use and comfortably holds seed 
trays and pots up to 4“. And once the propagation 
season is over the base is just right to hold a growing 
bag and is ideal for tomatoes as it has slots for cane 
supports and a shallow reservoir to keep roots moist. 
At just £19.99 inc p&p it's a great buy for any gar- 
dener. 

You can turn the system into a giant electric propaga- 
tor with a unique electric propagation blanket. It 
mnintains a growing medium temperature of 20°C 
and is effective outdoors even in cold and 
frosty conditions. Large enough to hold up to 
200 bedding plants our electric propagation 
blanket carries the CE mark. The propagation 
system and blanket will cost you just £59.95 
inc p&p 

HOW TO ORDER 
^“01753 642234 
o 01753 648130 

using your Credit Card or send 
completed coupon with crossed cheque 
or postal orders to: 

THE INDEPENDENT 
PROPAGATION SYSTEM OFFER 
PO Box 2dl 
SlouRh SL2 3RU 

Offer available UK mainland only. Please 
allow SO days lor delivery from receipt 
at older. You may return your ardor within 
7 days if not completely sottefiod. 

This does not effect your statutory rights. 



Please sand me Propagation System/s ® £19.99 each Inc p&p 

Please send me Propagation System plus blankei/a <® £59 95 each Inc p&p 

The total value being: 

I anckxsa a crossed cheque (with my Address on the back; 
made payable to: NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING INDOS6 

Or please debit my ACCESS VISA Card account wnh the sum of: £ 

My card number Is 


n 


□ 


Expiry Date 


Pfarao use block capitals 
My Name Is (Mr/Mrs/Mo). 


.Postcode. 


Telephone: 


Signature 


Send To: THE INDEPENDENT PROPAGATION SYSTEM OFFER 

POBo« 261. Stough SL2 3HU Tel: 01753 642234 Fax: 01753 648130 

□ PkHBM OA Oita ten n ygu bo ns mar l to lacatvc funia moSnas ham NEWSPAPER MJBU8HINO PLC 
or tram com yte i ka approved br NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING r “ 


J or tram cont panfan approved br NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING PLC 


liNDoeal 


Newspaper PubttsWng PLC Reg tatervd in England No. 100896 ? 


^\]L GARDENS TAKE 



PERGOLAS, BOWERS, 

GAZEBOS & WALKWAYS 



NEW 

1997 

CATALOGUE 

Send NOW for your FREE 
copy featuring Agnframes 
structures p/us hundreds 
of the best gardening 
products and idoc.^. 


SCREENS AND 
PANELS 


To: Agnframes Ltd. , Brochure 4284 , Chari woods Road. 
East Grin stead, Sussex RH19 2HG. 

Nama 

Address 


.Postcode. 


Pirns he* rtu BHI ate 

FREE CATALOGUE 



01 342 310000 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099.1 



Get Growing in a 
GrowMate! 


Cal now ler a free brochure 
on 01831 720533 , or 
write »x Backwood sma n. 

DeptWD.Barcaldhe, 

OBAN,Argj*,FW 37 lSL 



GREENHOUSE 

HEATING 


METOMATK 

HI HEAT 
kxfiWS 



I I KISBIBC 

loKEMUJCUd 

Wtpi H). Bridge Mt 
MMb* BdOnrlp 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 
0171 293 
2323/2344. 



Heat for FREE 
FROSTPROOF 
to -28°C 

COOLER DAYS... 

WARM NIGHTS 
...for conservatory or Greenhouse 
Brochure: 0345 660923 to 10pm on 
Till Valley Tools, FREEPOST NEA 1360 
Woofer, Horifcunberiaiid NE71 6BR 


NEW systems 


© 
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Ba rga i n 

bytes 

galore 

This month, why not 
invest in computers? 
By Steve Homer 



Is now the time to take ttie technoplunge? photo xxxxxx 


I f Santa didn't bring you a com- 
puter for Christmas, now could be 
the ideal time to buy. Something 
like 30 per cent of all home com- 
puters are sold in the Christmas 
period. But after Boring Day. prices 
stan to tumble. 

So what should you buy? The big 
choice is between a Macintosh, a 
Windows type computer or a games 
machine. Apple Macintoshes still have 
it over the Windows PC in terms of 
ease of use, so for the absolute novice 
they represent a good start. Though 
there is significantly less software 
available for the Apple Macintosh, 
packages operate more comfortably 
together, so. in theory, you should be 
more productive with the software you 
have. 

The Windows PC can often feel a 
bit kludgy. Even with a powerful Pen- 
tium machine, a piece of modern soft- 
ware may take a while to “load' 1 , and 
10 seconds can seem an eternity. 

However, the range of software for 
the PC is stunning. Educational pack- 
ages such as Microsoft:' s Enearta ency- 
clopedia; Mans’s Red Shift II which 
helps you explore the galaxy; Netting 
Hill's wonderful Art of Singing: there 


are thousands of titles to choose from. 
As for games, there is everything 
from a package to help three-year-olds 
count, to a game that allows 17-year- 
olds to eviscerate monsters. Don’t 
assume games are only for kids. There 
are plenty of engrossing titles that 
adults will enjoy. 

One thing that should make buy- 
ing a PC even more attractive now is 
that a new technology is just coming 
in. MMX is a new type of add-on to 
existing computer chips that allows 
multimedia applications, such as 
video, to play better. But there are 
few games and other applications 
that will really take advantage of this 
new technology. If you mainly want 
to use a PC for word processing, 
spreadsheets and the like, the MMX 
will be of no use. Even for games, 
MMX is not likely to be worth both- 
ering with until games specifically 
written for it appear. 

If you really enjoy getting your 
aggression out on imaginary charac- 
ters on the screen, than perhaps you 
should consider a games machine. 
This Christmas the Sony Playstation 
and the Sega Saturn continued their 
war to the death. According to 


Computer Trade Weekly , Sony outsold 
Sega by at least six to one this Christ- 
mas. However, they are both excellent 
games machines, now on sale for 
around £200, compared with £800- 
£1,200 for a good multimedia PC. 

Not all the Playstation and Saturn 
games involve you killing things. Race 
games look good. too. Of course, 
what is missing are worthy titles. There 
realty are no encyclopedias, language 
courses or design packages for the Sat- 
urn or the PlayStation. These are 
machines built for one thing; fun! 

If you know someone who already 
has a computer there is one cost-effec- 
tive late Christmas present they will 
love you for. For about £50 you can 
buy them some extra memory. 

When you select a program on a 
computer screen, the program and 
associated data are loaded into mem- 
ory. This so-called random access 
memory, or RAM. was very expens- 
ive. Most PCs sold today have 8-16Mb 
of memory. Last year veiy few 
machines were sold with 16 Mb. as it 
was just too expensrve.Particularly 
with Windows 95, more memory 
equals faster performance. The good 
news is that memory is quite easy to 


install and prices have never been 
lower. To buy an additional 8Mb of 
memory last year would have set you 
back more than £200. This year you 
can probably pay less than £60. All you 
have to do is note down the make and 
model of the machine and check with 
the manufacturer to see what type of 
memory you need. Armed with the 
model number and type of memory, 
ring round a few suppliers. Installing 
memory shouldn’t take more than 10 
minutes. If you are buying a new com- 
puter, don't be a skinflint. Make sure 
you have at least 16Mb' in your 
machine. Most stores will install it for 
you if you buy it while you are buying 
your computer. 

■ There are still companies selling 
computers with only 8Mb of memory. 
Avoid them like ttie plague. Ideally, 
go for 24Mb or more. Finally, if you 
are buying, make sure of after-sales 
support. Most computers will function 
well for several years, but if they 
break down it can be a major 
headache. Check to see whether the 
engineer will be coming out to you, or 
you will have to take the machine to 
some repair centre. Check how long 
the w arranty lasts. And if you have a 


problem, is there a number you can 
ring? If so. how long after buying the 
computer can you use it, and will it be 
a premium rate call? You do not want 
to pay up to 65p a minute dealing with 
a problem that might be the manu- 
facturer's faolL And if you plan to ose 
your computer at home, check that 
technical support is available in the 
evenings and double-check on cover 
at weekends. 

Also, telephone support for most 
software that is p re- ins tailed on your 
machine may last 90 days or less. Yoti 
may need to purchase extra support 

But don’t let all tills careful think- 
ing put you off. For less than £1,000, 
if you shop around, you can buy the 
most amazing tool that the human 
race has ever had to play with. Access- 
ing information around the world on 
the Internet receiving and sending 
faxes and electronic mail, opening up 
windows of excitement on CD-Rom 
on everything from Beethoven to bas- 
ketball," listening to music, perhaps 
even watching movies and television, 
controlling your home finances and 
writing that great novel: all this and 
more can be done on the average mul- 
timedia PC. 


Ordeal by 
chocolate 

Under the counter 
with Lyndsay Calder 


i t was only after I'd 
finally managed to 
dispatch my parents 
back over the Border 10 
days after Christmas, 
that we plucked up 
courage to try the 
chocolate body paint. 

I, too, had considered 
this over-hyped little 
stocking filler, but bad 
rejected it on the 
grounds (practical, I 
know) that if I couldn’t 
get muddy paw-prints 
out of my Egyptian 
cotton sheets, what the 
bell was I going to do 
with chocolate? 

However, there it was 
now, nestling In the toe 
of my stocking along 
with the satsuma. 

It was all terribly 
titillating at first - hee 
hee hee. But the 
chocolate emerged from 
the tube with the 
rapidity of year-old 
toothpaste, and in 
exceptionally 
unappealing thin strands 
reminiscent of Primula 
or Potyfilla. It took some 
squeezing before any 
coverage at all could be 
achieved - he was blue 
in the face. He said he 
wished he hadn’t been 
such a skinflint, and had 
bought the tub instead 
Charming. 

Things did seem to 
look up when the paint- 
brush came out, and the 
chocolate was spread 
and moulded in 
caressing strokes over 
my boefy. However, 


instead of moans of 
pleasure, he was 
gleefully breathing, 

“Hah - rag-rolling! And 
look! tortoise-shelling!” 

Any hint of eroticism 
1 might have hoped for 
died as 1 looked dawn at 
this DIY freak having 
his way with me in a 
Faint Technique Frenzy. 

Suddenly his mind 
moved on to other 
things and he claimed to 
have reproduced a 
silhouette of Brian Lara 
executing a perfect off- 
drive, then asked me to 
wiggle from left to right 
to see if we could 
produce a moving image 
of the shot. 

Enough. 

“lick!” I ordered, 
which didn’t seem to 
release him from the 
field. 

“Look! The least you 
could do is tick this off.” 

This did attract his 
attention for a moment, 
and his tongue 
tentatively explored an 
area of chocolate, but 
then just stopped. 

“What?” I said. 
“What’s wrong?” 

“It’s too sweet,” he 
said, “I only tike dark 
chocolate, love." 

I hate stocking fillers. 

Spencer & Fleetwood 
Chocolate Boefy Faint, 
150g tube Mth brush, 
£3.99, from Knutz, 1 
RusseU Street, Co vent 
Garden, London WC2 
(0171-8363117) 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
cl o The Independent , 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
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THE PROFESSIONAL PERSON'S INTRODOCIION AGEMCT 


Mmni people ctaarflBm to xta) panntr 
m dm anew wulcntfc 
Part vtat Ztgaa cm befa 
«r jit fafbk wfam* ummilj at onaknd, 

ibaca ml (rote iwto 

Vft b* wiwiiil topwr all 

LONDON SCOTLAND NORTHWEST NORTHEAST 

0171629 6979 0131 5565655 016^582800 0191261204 

YORKSHIRE MIDLANDS SOUTHWEST SOUTHEAST 

0! I J 245 8787 0990 143078 0LZ25 858514 01622 691200 



drawing down the moon 

'I nr riu.YKiv, u\> jSTKm.ii ctju\ .vir.vcv 

"the agency people rave about" 


r/5>*v<i. f.tr.v.r.flton 

0171-937 6263 


Connect^ with 


a)) types 


of women 


INSTANTLY! 


2? 


08917 08057 



Mode Lovers 


CTonforf 


Fortum 


As featured an BBC Radto 3. 
7 he natural my to mast four 
Mnd o* person mcMdudy 
oral our mm mated 
■Mnfegsteoncart vfctts wttl 
s^gpw. Members nationwide. 
GALA EVENING 
SAT JAN 296 
•111 MB mil MM 
61*2315382* 
g»a>»ataa) 


People usually only meet 
vitbin the confines of their 
social circle. Dateline is 


the ideal way to expand 
your horizons 

For Free Details with No Obligation 
Write Ta 23 Abjngdw Rd 
London W 8 6 AL or Call 

(01869) 324 100 
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r. hUpJ ! wwmJai 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE? 


We are ltl£ QUALITY nalroimide 
Newsletter service far modern 
men and uomcn. A fa»L efTiaem. 
discreet, highly personal service. 

LOVMG LINKS 

State 401. 

302 Recent Sueei 
London WJR 6HH 

8181 9B2B306BT 
mum 8862 581043 



JOIN CINELINK 

SoaaOsc around 
Cmcma/Ans events in 
central London 
Tel: 0181 800 4822 
orseodSAE to 
138 Lordship Road 
London N 16 OQL 
a.a. 8.1 ■ u ■■ini 


GUSTO 

The dining clnb 
for gay men 

0171 336 6507 



SIR? US 


The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 


CslI Iroc (24 ti:s; on Y, 
0800 072 0075 Ic- 7a 
• Brochu-'C 

* CD cr Tape v/.’.lt lu-.hcr sc!a s 

* Descriptions of :r- 

lirsr ?•: people ic ycu* nr cr. „ 

■yo.i may v»ish to rnrre'. 
=RcEfOST33S Leiasn EC:r. tSV / 


The Lories* anc 
Longest Estaolishsd 
aocrey with persorr. 1 
L interviews 

■k ’.Vherevcr you live your 
representative 
is lively to be 
wlh ; n mi'.es 

a.33u.hi 15 10 pm 7 


SamSden 


0171-499-9626 

Windsor 

01753-830350 

(Bath 24 Heart) 


“A sfenmiag success 
rate*, Cmmfless kmg 
term relationships*’ 

Mablos Sunbat 

K«d office UmBoxm, 
TbooB SL VRodsK SU IP*. 
EstlWa .JEMhUBU 


T RYST 


TRYST B A wtnomnoe 
wmoDucnofi bureau 

ESTABLISHED FOB OYER B 
TEARS. FOR SUCCESSFUL, 
MTBJJGEKT AM) SOCIALLY 
ACCEPTABLE SINGLE PEOPLE. 

ABE YOU LOOKM3 FOB A. 

TRULY PERSONAL SERVICE 

WITH SOME OLD FASWXCD 

lARTUeS AND IHTBMTr: 
ANO FEES THAT ARE WITHIN 
REASON 7 

TEU HELEN SPAIN, 
01568 706554 
ANYTIME. ANYtWY. 

V0ureme*yW I— > — fed 
■Mi utmost ceoMfeteMy. 



INDEPENDENT HEARTS 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 


By placing an advertisement in the The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you wi]J 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 


The cost for 
is jusi 


ir your advertisement, published in the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend" and Sunday “Real Life" sections 
£5.00 per line including V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00, please cross here if you do not require a Box No D). 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 
fN.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctual ion mark and a space between words) 


Name:... 

Address: 


, Postcode: 


I I 1- I M I Telephone (daytime):. 


Signature:. 


All aOu-nisemrms inurt K- prrpaiJ. Cheques th-iu U he made payable in Xeu ipoper Pubhshine Pie of Jehu mi. 

□ Access □ Visa Q Amex □ Diners Club Card expiry date:'. Card No | | | |~ 


Send all advertisements to:- 

Indcpcndcnt Heim: The Independent. Wth Floor. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London E 14 SDL * Telephone*. 0171 195 2347 * Fjv. 0171 29 J 2»5 
7W» offer is ihiIv open m prnwe o.henhm. Trade enquiries i ire nehtune an the above leL'plieuu number. "SRS Jan - June 


THE DINNER CLUB (Eat -86). Tin 
nations only countrywide dining 
chib (or unattached proles - 
BtanflVbuinra9 people aged 28 + . 
Tot (01244) 350537. Business 
opportunities also available 
101244) 548816. 

WHO WANTS TO WRITE Id mo? 
Michael Morris S73, 38 yrs Ellis 
One 19 2-3. Huntsville TX 773*3 
USA. on Death Ron Bfeco 1996- 

LOO KING FOR A NEW social Me? 
The National Federation ol 18 plus 
Groups otters dances holidays 
ole. (or ages 18-29. Cad 01531 
821210. 

MIND’S EYE INTRODUCTIONS la 
an agency lor prot/managsrial sln- 
gtos. Free membership until 1 
March. Freephone 0800 435922. 
loiVKora. 

LOOKING FOR A PASSIONATE. 
humorteSc, UfeNgent man around 
30. rm into siding, houng, horee- 
rm Swedish. Box No 


riding. 

1:1846. 


ATTRACTIVE SCORPIO WOMAN, 
42 counselor, tacWstor, commu- 
ted to personal/sphltual growth. 
Seeks like- minded man. Box No 
1:1849. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee rhut 

respondents will recent: 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
rbat as a mailer of 
courtesy they will. 

When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public pfcice 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers in 
exercise caution when 
jiving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondems. 


DIVORCED COUNTRYMAN, 82 
YRS OLD. sar. cuddy, toBy. kind, 
solvent seeks very special coun- 
try girl lo share everything with. 
Plane wrhe. Kent Box No in 837. 

GAY. 27 YR OLD. proL mala, GSOH. 
Iftwe cinema, cycling, eating out 
drinking. Seeks similar male lor 
tun and possftlo relationship. 
London area. Box No 1:1744. 

MALE EDUCATED G2 books lady lor 
letter. Friendship only. Any- 
tshore/Any background. Mika T 
P.0 Box 444 Maiden hoad SLB 
1 CL- 
AD VENTURER HANDSOME SIN- 
CERE imaillg. 40'a M WLTU 
younger tern, (or a loving nciOng 
secure Ufa. Ptoase write now. Bax 
No 1:1851. 

HAPPY INDEPENDENT WOMAN, 
mltl-Ws, seeks man lo share 
experiences: countryside, the 
oris, conversation. Irlenda, 
humour. Ufa Bristol ares. Bax No 
1:1852. 

CONSIDERATE, PROFESSIONAL 
mate. 50. attractive, iritis interests, 
seeks companionship ol attrac- 
tive. worm, discreet confldanie. 
South East ALA Box No 1:1843 

HEDONIST F 25. Vrrto ana, wfee, lin- 
ing. looking lor M with Marlin 
Clune's SOH, ears optional. Photo 
appreciated Sox No 1:1 B31. 

GOLDEN-HAIRED BLUE-EYED 
Rubenosquo lady rut ska male 
friend to share conversation, cor- 
respond on go. caustic humour, 
cuddles 6 chocoiatel Rampant 
(oodles apply here. Box No 1:1838. 

HAPPILY MARRIED PROFES- 
SIONAL mart. Hounslow. Inter- 
ested In poopte. ideas, crealrvtlY, 
seeks lunch companion (or addl- 
thmat perspective an Me. Bax NO 
1:1832. 

DIVORCED COUNTRYMAN. 52 
YRS OLD. 5*8*. cuddly, folly, fend, 
solvent seek* very special coixv 
try girl to share everything with. 
Please write, fam. Box No in 837. 


Personal 



(SSL 

^ 0891 223 137 
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HI Plea! 


This is a gennine plea 
for help hem the 
gattoii. I am a very 
poor degree stadeat 
fa desperate need for 
financial rapport to 
pay for my current 
MUob fees. 1 plead 
the kindness of an 
the nation and fare 
grateful if yxra could 
please donate at least 
El towards my cause 
at this address: 
P.O. box 5783, 
Birmingham 
B18 4EQ 


ATTRACTIVE, SMART, divorced 
female. 40, orofasa. Loves muxte, 
ttwa&e.WLTM attractive msfaiwOi 
aim Her teterasts. 35-45. 

S-Watea/Bitetol.Photo/Lotter. Box 
No 1:1636. 

ARE THERE ANY OLDER ladtaa In 
South lakes. North Lancs, who 
long to ba laved again7 Success- 
ful 38 M. WLTM kind and caring 
female. All Rapfles answered. 
Photo please. Box No 1:1822. 

‘LOOKING FOR THE HEART OF 
SATURDAY NXJHTT York man 40 
seeks lady feto music, travel, cur- 
ries to assist hi the quest Photo 
appreciated. Box No 1:1827. 

45+ ON YR OWN M/F Notts Let's 
meat & do interesting things. Box 
No 1:1826. 

SUM Frr MALE 32. fntareots: Soap 
operas, tunning restaurants, cur- 
nam attain. Wishes to most a lady, 
age unimportant for uncompli- 
cated fun 8 pleasure. London 
Herts Bucks Btirntogham. Bax No 
1:1818. 

PARTICULAR ATTRACTIVE one- 
man redhead seeks leR/bmad. 
one-woman Celt of maturity, 
strength, affection 6 honesty. Box 
No 1:1830. 

AUSTRALIAN 
AHCHITECT/YT -DESIGNER & 
explorer, has amazing offer of 
love, adventure & IrriematlanaJ 
travel for female: 25-45 yrs. (Abo 
available as unique party guestf). 
Bax No 1:1 82a 

ELIGIBLE, SUCCESSFUL, STYLISH 
. highly attractive (apparamfyf). 
tun, 6h. Jewish male. 30's, with 
enviable Wesiyte. Would Ilka lo 
share Bwttti special, afesfeg. styh 
fail gkl. PRoto appreciated. Box 
No 1:1953. 

TO THE WOMAN IN SAAB, Portock 
Beach, Dae 23. P tease write. Box 
No 1:1854. 


GENTLE GIANT, 30'S, SINGLE, car- 
Ing, quiet committed, seeks hor- 
net, loving female, to share off 
Intereats and discover more- I 
know you are pul than so lata do 
« LRa's4 love. Box No 1:1865. 

BLOND BUT INTELLIGENT, lively 
but thoughthd, nfa, fare. 45. WLTM 
prof. M, 40-50, wtth varied Inter- 
ests. no Oas, and Bags of enfhusi- 
asm. Yf -London. Box No t1B58. 

CANDLELIT SUPPERS, HUGS & 
laughter, worm, MaRgem, attrac- 
tive, prof, woman, 52, dark hair, 
WLTM nfa man to cutkfle up to. 
(Midlands). Box NO hi B5& 

GLAMOROUS COUPLE seek hand- 
some Bl man 40 +. Bon No k 185 B. 

DOWN-TO-EARTH profassstonal 
guy, late 30 a. loves the u^., 
country walks, places of biteiast 
and cosy nhea hi. WLTM a eout- 
mate, late 20 's-M's (asp. ladles 
bom U^.J. with similar faitereets. 
reply. Bos No L-18Ba 


PROF. MALE, 24, GSOH. ftm^ovlng. 
big etxe with huge heart, Mtes 
aporta, sociaWtng 5 music, seeks 
lady, 22-30, tor fun a 
friendship/ re btttonshJp. Photo 
essantM. London based Box No 

mass. 

GAY MALE GRADUATE, 38 ym oto, 
enjoys music, hooks, gigs. bars, 
looks strfagkrtianractlw, seeks 
similar 25 for posstoto rsfatlon. 
stop. Photo essantM. Manchester 
ares. Bow No 1:1884. 

ATTRACTIVE 48 YR OLD HALE, 
■mold Ska to meat sBm, stream 
p ro fe ssi onal. In her Writes. Run 
rsqifasd. My Interests are sport 
dining out a travel. Box No 1:1885. 

FRANCOPHILE, SOLVENT, coun- 
tryfovtng, divorced, 40'a, 01 mate, 
seeks caring, attractive, dartt- 
halred, n/s female, 35+. living In 
S/E. to share Me, travel, rereoflorf 
Photo pteaae. Bax No hi 887. 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing yon and - all our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 
the future. 

independent hearts 



Charities 




piaire is suffering 
'rom breast cancer. 

Claire looks perfectly healthy. But state suffering terribly because last year, 
v breast cancer toft her without a mother. 

Her story isn't so unusuaL Braaal Cancer is the single most common cause 
of death In women aged between 35 and 54 in the UK. All the woman who 
died left friends and family. Some left young children. 

WesWldont know how breast cancer develops. Which a why we support 
painstaking rosoarch into the causes and treatment, carried out by doctors 
and scientists at centres of excellence throughout the country. 

Please, please help us to target the cure by funding thfa vital research. 
Your donation couttnl be more Important Breast cancer kflb 300 women 
eveiy week in Britain. It afso hurts countless famines - just K» CtaWt 

'Please help with a credit card donation /O 
by calling 0171 404 3955 / (rL,. 

The Breast Cancer Campaign 111 Wgh Hatbom, London WC1V fijg. \V ^*nce r 
Reonaeiwi Chanty No. 2997M > 
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Newspaper Publishing pic 
requests that 

CommsraaJ Organeafions 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 



HELP FOR BRAIN 
INJURED CHILDREN 

B* ' 

For FREE information, to give or receive 
help, contact: The British Institute for 
Brain Injured Children (BIBIC), Knowle 
Hall, Bridgwater 1A7 8PJ. 

Tel 01278 684060 (office hours). 

Charity no. 264325. 
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If art is where the home is 

Jane Furnival unravels the anxiety of buying art 

M 


ost of usjiko the idea of having 
'‘proper’ pictures on our walk, 
but the idea of buying them 
makes us worry about being 
npped off or having our taste mocked bv 
people who are artier than thou. 

So how do you stan buying Art? 

First, don’t let the apparent mvstique 
get you down. The simple rules a’re: fol- 
low your heart, think whether you can live 
with it in your house, don’t buy anything 
damaged and don't buy for investment 
without doing your homework first. 

Art *97, the London Contemporary Art 
Fair- a show selling work from most main 
galleries - starts next Wednesday. It is 
sponsored by this newspaper and is an 
ideal place to cut your artisric teeth. 

The current passion is for narrative 
scenes which don’t flaunt all their charms 
at once but reveal more each time you 
look. If you arc seeking entertainment 
• pop to the Flowers East Gallerv stand to 
p sc e Patrick Hughes’ startling three dimen- 
sional paintings which appear to swivel 
when you look at them. Sam Taylor- 
Wood’s set of photographs called Fin* 
Revolutionary Seconds were taken with a 
panoramic 360 degree camera which pre- 
sents an all-round view in five seconds 
(White Cube gallery stand). 

If you want artists with track records, 
there are new portraits by Alison Watt, 
who painted the controversial Queen 
Mother-looking-old picture a few years 
ago, and large pastels by Paula Rego. 
whose portrait of Germaine Greer hangs 
in the National Portrait Gallery. For 
humour, look for the quirky cartoony style 
of Annora Spence. 

Once you have found an interesting pic- 
ture, you could organise your thoughts by 
asking yourself, “'What did the artist want 
to tell me that’s new about this subject? And 
is it worth knowing?" Pass quickly by if it isn't. 

If you are looking for a picture to irve 
with, rd add; “Is this picture painted with 
love towards the subject?” That doesn’t 
mean chocolate box flattery. Some pic- 
tures exude a sourness of spirit that can 
affixt a room’s mood, 
v. Always ask the seller, “What’s your best 
y* farce? 7 ’ It’s a trade secret that many galleries 
add ten per cent to cover the commission 
they pay to interior decorators. Prints are 
the cheapest “Real Art”, but are scary 
because you worry that you might be buy- 
ing an expensive form of Athena poster. 

“You’ve got to be careful,” warns Julian 
Lonergan of CCA Galleries, which spe- 
cialises in prints by young artists. “Buy 
hand-made original prints of editions 
limited to no more than 250. Eight hun- 
dred is too many." 

The prints’ more expensive cousin, the 
etching, is printed by the artist from a 
metal plate, then sometimes hand tinted. 
Once you’ve got your picture home, the 
colour of your walls or proportions of your 
house may make it took quite different 
If you hate it the best deaiears will take 
it back, but you must move fast. 

“The last picture I bought - an etching 



’Ladies at the Piano’ by Annora Spence 

lithographs of young German artist Jurgen 


of a pig- was too big for my flat," confesses 
personal caterer Charlotte Lyon. 34, who 
collects modem prints of food. “I moved 
it from room to room until it became an 
eyesore. 1 tried to return it to the gallery 
where I bought it, but I’d had it for a year 
and the guy wasn't interested." 

You could change your wall colour to 
match your picture, though don't make 
it too obvious. Interior designer Nina 
Campbell recalls being taken into a room 
which had clearly been done up in pale 
grey to “frame” a Degas. “There was only 
a cream coloured sofa in the whole 
room. You had to sit and admire the pic- 
ture. It’s not something I approve of. One 
shouldn't decorate around one’s picture. 
Pictures should just sort of happen." 

\bl Lewis, 53, chose her paintings to 
match her interior. She fell in love with the 


Gorg for their fairytale dream-like quality 
- and because he uses her favourite wall 
colours of terracotta and peach. 

Six years Jater, the Lewises have 29 
Gorg works and have just moved to a big- 
ger house to give them scope for more. 
She fell for the house when she saw its 
high hall "because I could immediately 
see where my prints would go". 

Papers and Paints, the Battersea deco- 
rating suppliers, report a steady number of 
customers clutching photos of works of art 
hoping to find matching wall colour in pure 
artists' pigment, lop an suppliers Comel- 
lissen point out that many of these pigments 
are too toxic for walls. Safe ones are any 
earthy colours, ochre and terracottas, and 
ultramarine blue -but they cost £6525 a kilo. 
If you move house, or change your interior. 



Good thing 

Living Colors: 

The Definitive 
Guide to Color 
Palettes Thmugfi 
the Ages, by 
Margaret Vralch 
and Augustine 
Hope 

(Chronicle Books) will help you 
match wall paint to painter. The 
artistic work is boiled down to its 10 
characteristic colours, in swatches to 
take to the paint shop. £22.99 from 
Liberty. Recent Street. London W1R 
6 AH (0171-734 1234). 

Mad thing 

Great art should 
wear weD. This 
red velvet beret 
trimmed with an 
exuberam 
feather - 
inspired by 
Frans Hals’ 

Young Man 

Holding a Skull (1626) - is one of six 
hats by Rachel Skinner based on 
National Gallery paintings. £95 from 
the National Gallery Sainsbury Wing 
Shop. Trafalgar Square. London SW1 
(0171-747 2S70 for mail order). 



Sure thing 


If you don’t see a picture you want 
to buy. why not paint one. Arts 
psychologist Andy Evans offers 
practical help with overcoming a 
creative block in any art form. Take 
yourself to him with your foiled art 
and he’ll make you feel at easel. 
From £20 per hour (0171-602 2707). 


PHOTOGRAPH; CCA GALLERIES 

change your picture frame. Napoleon 
changed every frame at the Louvre. Alu- 
minium is out, gflt and painted frames are 
in. Designer Christine Fallah has just used 
hand painted salmon pink on a gold frame 
for three Mick Rooney lithographs of musi- 
cians so that “the eye would be attracted to 
the beautiful frame, asawintkw leads to the 
picture”. 

Frames can make a weak picture seem 
more important, or a cheap one more 
valuable but don’t be seduced into buy- 
ing a picture by the frame. And beware: 
art is addictive. 

Art 97, the London Contemporary Art 
Fair', rakes place at the Business Design Cen- 
tre, Upper Street London N1 from 1 5th- J 9th 
January (0171-3593535). Wed-Vuas Uam- 
8.30pm; Bi-Sat llam-7pm ; Sun 11 am -5pm. 


Admission £7; concessions £3.50. Gala pre- 
view exerting: Tuesday 14th January (£75sui- 
gie, £25 double). 

CC4 Galleries offer prints from £100 
upwards by young modem artists (0171-499 
6701). Branches in London, Bath, Oxford 
and Famham. 

There are independent minder-finders 
who Hid help vou to bu\' pictures, such as Julia 
Fuller (0171-7274761), Art Contact (0171- 
331 S655) and An Search (01S1-969 9S44). 

Papers and Paints, 4 Park Walk, London 
SW10 (0171-352 8626). 

Comdlissen &. Son, 105 Great Russell St 
London WC1B 3RY (0171-636 1045). 

The Arts Sales Index records prices of 
all real art sold worldwide in the last year 
£105 including p&p from 1 Thames Street. 
Bh’hridfee. Surrey KT13 8JG. Credit card 
sales 01932 856426 


Six of the best 

home improvements 

Y ou don'i have Jo go mad on 
decorating, or even buy works of 
art. to change the feel of a room - just 
add a touch here and there. 
Accessories such as rugs and 
lampshades can make all the 
difference. The key is not to spend a 
fortune, and to improvise. Maybe use 
old maps as wallpaper, or nuke the 
most of half-used tins of paint by 
painting stripes on oJJ walls. We’ve 
come up wjth six suggestions, one tor 
eaeh room nf your house, to make an 
immediate difference. 

Hall 

Yellow mottled 
« allpaper. £25 a roll, 
by Designers Guild. 

-"7-17] King's Road. 

London SW3 
HU 71-24-3 7300} 

Front room 

Pink acrv lie 
door knob with 
mini spirit level. 

£40. from 
Space. 214 
West bourne — 

Grow. London Wl 1 OM 7 1-229 "533 

Dining room 

Classic urn stencil. £i2.W; stencil 
stick. l 2.‘*9 each. .w uii.ihL- in 22 
colours. ,il| 

Ironi the Stencil 
Store. N9 Lower 
Sioane Street. 

London S\Y1 

and branches 

nationwide (enquiries and mail ordei 
01923-285 577/881. 


Kitchen 

Party Day orange 
paint. £17.49 for 
two-and-a-half 
litres, by Du lux 
Definitions, 
available from 
good home and 
DIY stores 
(enquiries, 01753 
550555). 





Bedroom 

Turquoise silk 
lampshade with glass 
bead droplets, £J2. 
from Bhs. 252-2** 
Oxford Street, London 
Wl and branches 
nationwide (enquiries. 
0171-262 3288). 


Bathroom 

Multicoloured 
mosaic tiles, £10 per 
kilo, from Paint 
Magic. 79 
Shepperion Road. 
London N1 and 
branches nationwide 
(enquiries and 
mail order, 

0171-354 9696). 




PHOTOGRAPHS: TOM Hl'OJSGHAM 
STYLIST MOLLY P.W1EK 
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House and Home 
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SUNBED Cl 00. DduWo canopy. 
raarty now. Top at Du rango, 
oaeSam contWoa London am 
Tafc095»3W2«E. 




i FACTORY SHOP [ 

i SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 


From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! 
Styled and made to your own requirements. Deeper seats - Higher 
or lower backs - Soft or firm cushions. A choice of hundreds of 
fabrics from Sandersons, Liberty. Monkwell and others. All work 
carried out by craftsmen and women. Not mass produced. We also 
undertake re upholstering to the public and interior designer. 
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i POETSTYLE LTD, UNIT I, Rayford St Industrial Centre, Mare St, I 
€ (Nr Well St), Hackney, London E8 3SE. Telephone 0181 533 0915. J 


Gifts 



ORIGINAL IRISH 
GRANDFATHER SHIRT 

fv «HW*M *f CUNKU ibff i* bn* t fun J I 
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Fashion 



J driza-bqnS 

Tlw urisuul skH-'kounV nwi dmvl 
tmm AiMLraliA. Thr, nil 
l>. both hinctionjl ami tjfthMHwbL. 
Cnvnilly madf in ravu.i brown 
12oi oili'd collon. Featunn}; 
shuulili? v-jpf, aorm flaps lull nur 

laniail. dwp pocL»-t>, Il-r Uttp* 

dust <l*m 05“ - W mem or ladies 
Available now at £12** j' lackel 
slw now avaitabk- in aU w 
,il C1W50. Free delivery UK 
Mainland. 

01734 463804 
NiekMW« CounUywfar Ltd. 
tfi Church SL Cavmham. 
Reading KGJ8AU 
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NEW CUSHIONS 
For chairs suites, 
bench seaiins etc. 
Uncovereaor 
with our own 
fdictJ coven. 


MATTRESSES 
Made to 
measure any 
size and to 
your individual 
comfort. 


MATTRESS 
OVERLAYS 
A separate 2 in. 
deep layer for 
instant relief on 
a too hard bed. 


■ EVERYTHING DflJVERED SAffiLr TO YOU* DOOR, foe 0113 230 1069! 

SPHONE 0113 267 8281 

or post coupon below for colour brochure, 
measuring guide and direct prices. 

Plane hend itompjvr velour bnnjunx if p&W 


AddiC*-... 


I Mr/Mri/Mis* 

/iHItlii 

I 
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Poatwk - — - 0 

Dept 1N2. 1 


duui m p comiFORT. 

igwe 401 OdevOld Rd, Cookndge.^ctkl^jfe7DP| 


BRING THEM IN OR POSfl 




m 


to 

THE FOAM 
CENTRE 



YOtm CUSHfOH IHTBUM SPECIALIST 
BRING IN OR POST YOUR COVERS AND WE WILL FILL THEM WITH SAFE. SUPER 
HIGH RESILIENT FOAM OR DUNP1LL0 LATEX. WE CAN SUPPLY COVERS AND 
FABRICS. STUART WILL QUOTE YOU FOR TOP GRADE INTERIORS. ONLY THE BEST 
QUALITY USED. FAST EXPERT SERVICE. SATISFACTION ASSURED 
BRCOL & CWTiaUE COVER AND MTERtOR SPECIALIST 



4tm 


Stuart Bonner cutting and fitting your covers. 

WE Fri YOUR COVERS FREE; YOU ONLY RAY FOR THE FOAM 
• FREE STOCKINETTE COVERS THIS MONTH • 

BUTTONED & SEWH-UP CUSHIONS ARE NO PROBLEM AT^ THE FOAM CENTRE 
The Foam Centre, 26 Hayes Street Hayes, Bromtey, Kent BR2 7LD 
(Opposite the George) 

Foam Phone: 0181 462 6565 

EASY FREE PARKING OUTSIDE 


MORIARTI’S 
SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 



.(01233) 850214, 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

7GUI (farm ciniiques 
MeekhampiteaiL, 
(Berks 

Library and writing 

furniture also Only i» mins troniJL>M4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


tables always in 
stock 


* 
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■ One of Rover's surviving village-style dealerships, at Hampton in Middlesex. The company Is proposmg to sfim down its network photograph: peter macdiarmed 

L 


Where have all the dealers 

ir 

to huge retail parks, as James Ruppert finds out 


tation Garage, at Topsham, 
- near Exeter, recently ceased 

to be a Skoda dealer. “After 
25 years, it came as a bit of a 
gblcw," says the former proprietor, 
’'•Mike Comm in. “Selling Skodas was 
ittevereasy. but it was a way of life for 
qis. Skoda did everything by the book 
gvhen it caine to termination, but it 
"was just a bit heavy-handed.” 

£4 Station Garage is not alone. It is 
«bne of many Skoda dealers being 
pruned from the nationwide net- 
■iwork. This is part of a trend sweep- 
ing through the motor industry as 
^manufacturers seek to exercise more 
.control over the way their cars are 
sold. What it all boils down to is that 
your local dealer may not be so local 
in the near future. Servicing parts and 
'sales are increasingly becoming a 
regional phenomenon. For rural 
motorists in particular, popping down 
to a small, fnendly, local outlet a few 
miles away is proving increasingly dif- 
ficult. Manufacturers want you to visit 
a huge, impersonal, business park 
site. 

In Yorkshire, for instance, the 
number of Volvo dealers is just three, 
catering for one huge territory, whilst 
'Rover has expressed its intention to 
cull up to 30 per cent - around 160 
sites - of its existing 511 dealers. 
.'According to the motor industry 
analysts Sewells. UK car dealership 
"numbers as a whole will drop by as 
’touch as 40 per cent over the next 10 
'yeare. TTie signs are that car makers 
are expanding the territories of larger 


dealers at the expense of smaller 
ones. Remember the corner shop? 
Replaced by the big. bland, corporate 
supermarket. Something similar is 
happening in. the motor trade. 

Once upon a time there was an 
Austin Morris dealership down every 
high street It explained the big sales 
and huge loyalty enjoyed by the 
home marque, but during the ration- 
alised British Leyland era, the small 
outlets were cut back. “Thar's what 
happened to this site 25 years ago” 
says Mike Commin. “So we decided 
to sell Skodas . . . now the same thing 
has happened again, and this time we 
are striking out on our own." 

When it comes to innovative ways 
of marketing cars, the Daewoo has 
been remarkably successful - making 
much of the fact that they are cutting 
out the dealer completely and are 
selling direct to the customer. In the 
first year of trading the company sold 
18,000 care in the UK. and has taken 
around a I per cent share of the new 
car market. 

Meanwhile, Kevin Jones at Rover 
does not see a problem with his com- 
pany’s proposals to slim down the 
network. “This is not a cut-and-slash 
policy, but a businesslike approach 
that will ensure the network's future. 
Essentially every dealer has to justify 
his or her existence, and clearly one 
that is not selling a good mix of cars, 
or operating profitably, won’t survive. 
Take the specialist MGF, for instance: 
we appointed just 125 dealers to sell 
that marque because it would not 


have been viable for all 500 to have 
sold a sports car. We would like noth- 
ing more than a Rover dealer in every 
town, but that is not possible in 
todays environment However, as 
care are less dependent on servicing, 
it makes sense to concentrate our 
activities over a wider area." 

. Dealers are fighting back. A highly 
publicised case last July involved 
Harry Wake, a Lincoln Renault deal- 
er, who had his franchise cancelled 
when Renault UK said the premises 
were inadequate and wanted them 
replaced by a green field site run by 
another dealer. The judge ruled in 
favour of Mr Wike, who can now 
trade until 2002 as a Renault dealer, 
because there was a verbal agreement 
between the parties after Mr Wake 
rescued the company and invested 
£75,000. The judge saw Renault UK’s 
actions of backing out of an agree- 
ment not to Terminate so long as 
Wake was in charge as “deeply unat- 
tractive ... making a mockery of the 
manufacturer’s fine words about part- 
nership with its dealers". 

However, this ruling does not alter 
a manufacturer's right to dump a 
dealer without notice, even though 
copycat cases to test the legal prece- 
dent set by the case were threatened. 
It all turned on the existence of a ver- 
bal assurance which was construed 
(backed up by Renault UK’s internal 
documents) as a binding contract. 
Clearly, manufacturers will have to be 
careful what they say to dealers. A 
sales manager told me: “their guys 


from head office were quite open; 
they want to put dealers on huge 
retail parks. They argued that cus- 
tomers flock to the out-of-town 
superstores, such as MFL But I 
argued they don't all need to take 
their flat-packed furniture back to be 
serviced, do they?” 

. Prime movers behind the big-is- 
best movement were the multiple 
dealer groups, which account for 50 
per cent of the UK car trade. How- 
ever, the biggest of all. Lex Retail, 
maintains that a leaner operation is 
a more efficient and profitable one. 
According to Malcolm Harbour of 
Solihull-based motor industry ana- 
lysts Harbour Wade Brown, “large 
dealer groups may identify new 
opportunities by concentrating their 
efforts in market niches, or by devel- 
oping a strong regional base." 

One of the most remarkable indi- 
cations that this is happening is the 
announcement that the Chesterfield- 
based Pendragon Group has been 
awarded the Fiat and Alfa Romeo 
franchises for the entire territoiy 
within the M25, an area that accounts 
for 10 per cent of Fiat Group sales. 
This two-year scheme will see Pen- 
dragon develop 15 retail sites with 
three more after-sales service centres. 
Fiat’s Peter Newton refuted the sug- 
gestion that this amounted to a car- 
tel. “This enlarged territory approach 
is not a strategy that wiU be applied 
countrywide. It suits the metropolitan 
area, provides economies of scale and 
will result in better customer service. 



Overall we operate and believe in a 
balanced network with everything 
from smalL family-run outlets to 
public companies.’' 

In theory you can shop around for 
your next car, but all dealers operate 
on a postcode basis and are supposed 
to draw their customers from that 
area. BMWand Porsche franchises 
are just two of the more strict pres- 
tige marques who could refuse to sell 
you a car if your postcode does not 
"fit But should you be forced to buy 
from a dealer you don’t like, or who 
offers the worst buying package? 

There are signs that some dealers 
are turning away from the franchise 
system and becoming masters of 
their own destiny. Inverness dealer 
Norman Cordiner recently sold their 
Ford franchise to become a nearly- 
new car specialist They have turned 
their three-acre site into a “Motor 
Mali", and they are combining it with 
a fast fit service, accident repair and 
rental operations. “We felt that as a 
family firm we should become fully 
independent to expand down our 
chosen route," a representative 
remarked. 

At newly independent Station 
Garage, Mike Commin was relieved. 
“You can't make a small franchise 
pay these days: the margins are tiny 
and then there are all the costs of 
signage and promotion. Sometimes 
the Skoda sign put customers off. Our 
used-car operation is thriving. Break- 
ing away from the franchise system 
has given us a new lease of life.” 



Gavin Green 


B rand is the big inotor 
industry buzz word. 
Most car makers 
how have brand manag ers 
whose sole job is to work 
oat what the brand should 
be, and then single- 
mindedly reinforce it 
through marketing, 
advertising and PR. 

Yet the majority of car 
makers have little or no 
brand identity. The 
exceptions are Mercedes- 
Benz (solid, well 
engineered, expensive), 
Volvo (safe, but so badly 
driven you pity every other 
poor sod on the road), 
BMW (flash, German, 
driven by image-conscious 
thrusters in a hurry), Rolls- 
Royce (regal, if now a 
touch vulgar), Jaguar 
(gentlemanly, mature), 
Ferrari (sexy, fast) and 
Porsche (flash, fast). Of the 
mass makers, only 
Volkswagen has a 
consistently strong brand 
(well-made, won’t let you 
down). These are strong 
brands because, by and 
large, they accurately 
reflect the product and 
have done so for many 
years, reinforced by 
suitable promotion. 

Weak brands are those 
artificially fabricated fay 
some highly paid 
marketing consultant or ad 
agency, and then foisted on 
an ill-informed brand 
manager, usually to 
promote a wholly 
unexceptional car. 

Cars with weak brands 
are those endlessly being 
advertised on TV, all trying 
to push some meaningless 
and invariably mendacious 
message. Ninety-five per 
cent of car ads Ml into this 
category. . 

Despite the intentions of 
the brand manager and the 
ad agency, they will usually 
fail to build a brand 
because their message 
bears no relationship with 
reality. Rover (ex-slogan: 
“Above all it’s a Rover”) 
has no brand value partly 
because that slogan was 
nonsensical. Underneath, 
Rovers are Hondas. More 
important, the cars Rover 
makes today are nothing 
like the care it made 20 
years ago, when it did have 
a strong brand 
(comfortable, strong, 
genteel). It will take many 
years for BMW, Rover’s 
new owner, to correct this. 
And BMW, expert at brand 
management, knows it 
Vauxhall is another 
maker with no image - 
partly because its slogans 
are silly. How can the 
Vectra be a car for the next 
millennium when it’s so 
ordinary m this one? It is 
also because Vauxhall, as a 


Cars with 
weak brands 
are endlessly 
advertised on 
TV, all trying 
to push some 
invariably 
mendacious 
message 

car maker, stands for 
nothing. Its cars have been 
consistently unexceptional 
One reason for car 
makers becoming brand 
obsessed is that as cars 
become more mechanically 
similar, so their brand 
identities become more 
important as buy ing 
differentiators. Nowadays, 
there is virtually no 
difference in engineering 
quality between a Nissan 
and a Citroen and a 
Peugeot and a Fiat (or, for 
that matter, a Renault and 
a Ford and a Vauxhall). 
They are virtually 
mechanical clones. So their 
badges, and all they stand 
for, matter more and more. 
Even some 

manufacturers who do 
genuinely offer distinctive 
products are moving to the 
middle ground of 
mediocrity. They, to o, have 
to reduce costs and now 
borrow manufacturing 
methods and components 
used by their less 
distinctive but frequently 
more cost-efficient rivals. 
Mercedes cars, although 
still the world's best built, 
are not as exceptionally 
solid as they were a decade 
or so ago, because they are 
increasingly being 
manufactured like Fords 
and Renaults and Nissaris. 
The latest and fine VW 
Polo, although still better 
made than any rival is not 
as tough as an old Golf. 

In terms of product, the 
biggest difference between 
cars is now in their style. A 
few distinctive shapes are 
starting to pepper the 
roads after years of same- 
again styling - notably 
from Fiat. Ford, Audi and 
Renault. Good car 
designers are now being 
lauded like the fashion 
couture kings. Like clothes 
designers, they are asked to 
put sex appeal and emotion 
into goods which, 
materially, are much the 
same as the rivals. 

When people at parties 
find out what I do, they 
invariably ask me what sort 
of car they should buy. 
Years ago, when cars were 
more mechanically 
distinctive, I would answer 
their questions at length. 
Now, I simply ask which 
car they fancy (there is 
invariably a car that 
appeals - usually on the 
basis of style and brand). 

As long as there is a dealer 
close by, as long as it is not 
East European, Korean or 
Malaysian (although new 
Skodds and new Hynndais 
are fine) whose care really 
are still technologically a 
decade behind, then I 
advise them to buy it They 
are rarely disappointed. 
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Car Accessories 



weissenfds 


FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 


SNOW-CHAINS 



EXCHANGE SERVICE 
OH ALL CHAINS 


SN0WCHAINS EUR0PR0DUCTS 

Bourne Enterprise Centra - Borough Green - Kent TN15 8DG 
Tel: 01732 884408 - Fax: 01732 884564 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

30 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLEY PRS ONE 


ABAH7 1X50 
AEHS3A 435 
AJM328A 295 
835 ALX 1.350 
{ALEX) 

20BEA 2A 50 
BIL 7152 700 

633 BJH 1.600 
BLBBY 435 
(B1BBY) 

BNGS97 950 
BOBS 5.250 
BOS 8)4 1.650 
A3ICAL GOO 
CF 383 
B4CHR 
(CHIUS) 

479 DEL USO 
IS35DK 1.450 
Li DPS PDA 
384 ECR 950 


2J8QQ 

1.000 


HL 33 1350 

ESB 74 1.050 

FAZ22 2X00 
7FC 6.000 
B5FCA 985 
(Mr B.S. FCA) 
FECC 1.500 
FV8871 1.000 

838 GEA 1X50 
G0.44 2X00 

GK 8341 2X00 
P60RE 975 
(Mr P. GORE 
HAF 397 750 

HAZ6 2X00 
(HAZEU 
20 HD 3X00 
HGI 26X00 
J4RAT 500 
(JARRATT) 
JB23 1,250 


250 

2X00 

3X50 

1250 

1.150 

2X50 

6X00 


JIL37G0 
444 JJJ 
JS 9363 
KOI 353 
UK 288 
LS 559 
12 MA 
M3RCX 
(MERCEDES) 
MQNSA 595 
(MEMSAJ 
MILKS 1X50 
MUN 802 USO 
NG 725 2X00 

4CNHA 

wax 
NUJ88 
OC327 
OTF7I7 
SOP 
PAM 375 4X00 
PCS 68 (L200 


400 

1.550 

400 

2X00 

500 

7X00 


PCS 462 1X50 
PORI 1SX00 
PS 3424 2X00 
RAP40X 635 
RBR938 1,145 
RES 885 1X50 
864 RH 2X50 
RLH8S6 1X60 
SJI50 2X00 
(NOT SJ B0) 
6666 SM 5X00 
IAI5 0AN 500 
(A1SOAN) 
TCP P0 2X50 
VCK38 1/60 
(VIGOR VICKY) 
|VB)S6 U50 
(VERNOfWERAl 
WJN 9(1 1/850 
(PORSCHE) 
6423 WX 500 
XVI ID 1,750 


PHONE 01Z57 4B2300 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 01207 474745 FAX ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 


HAVE YOU A REGISTRATION MARK 
YOU WISH TO SELL? 


We will purchase outright or sell on a commission rate. 
For a written quotation, complete the form and post to: 

MARKET RESEARCH CAR NOS. 

33 DAIST HHL DRIVE, CHORLET P86 9NE 


REGISTRATION HARK 


Is the mark on a retention document? 

If so. please give the expiry date: 

If the mark is on a vehicle, give: 

MASS: .MODEL:. 

TAX EXPIRES: JfOT EXPIRES: 

YOUR NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

JOSTCOOft. 

R0MEP8QRE: 

WOWP80N& 


Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK’s Larges Qutce of [bed 
MX-5, MX -6, MX-3, ele 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Larges Selection In East 
Angfa. Buddng ir Stt nt oy Cwn- 
bridge. 01223 2322SB/B40002 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 
David 
Owen 
on 

0171 923 
2338. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


TORONTO 


Departures in February 
and March 199" 



A bargain break 

from just £299 


'“i 'ravel to the attractive 
X and cosmopolitan city 
Of Toronto On this amaxin gly 
low-pnced break and enjoy 
sightseeing and real value- 
for- money shopping. Set on 
die shores of Lake Ontario, 
Toronto offers so much for 
visitors to sec and do, from a 
ride to die top of die 2,000 foot high CN 
Tower to the Eaton Centre with its 300 shops 
and restaurants. You can also take an optional 
excursion to awesome Niagara Falls, one of the 
world’s most spectacular sights or even a 
helicopter ride over the raging torrents for a 
unique view. At the moment the strength of the 
Pound against die Dollar makes a visit to 
Canada a real bargain so book early to ensure 
your place! 

THE HOLIDAY INCLUDES 
? Scheduled flights with Canadian Airlines 
between Heathrow and Toronto. 

* 3 nights accommodation in central Toronto. 

* Transfers in Canada. 

* Services of a representative in Toronto 



OPTIONAL i:\CL PSION 
TO NIAGARA LAI LS 


Send foryonrbrodMrerodaybytelqihoPing. 

FESTIVE HOLIDAYS on 0990 55 33 55 

or return the coupon below to: . . 

INDEPENDENT TORON TO .OFF ER) 
FESTIVE HOLIDAYS LIMITED, 
PATE COURT, NORTH PLACE, 
CHELTENHAM, CLOS GL50 4DY. 


These holidays have been arranged in conjunction whb 
Festive Holidays Limited, ABTAV1Q6X, ATOL2I72 

Ret m Engfcmd !W89fr7 Nc w^ayu Puhbainng pU 
Rcj Office: 1 Canada Square, Canary WbarL London El4 5DL 


Independent Toronto Offer 

Please forward me a brochure: 


IND/TSW 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms). 
Address:.. 


Postcode; 

□ PteaMOck (his box It you dona Irish to recalw M ura 

hum Newspaper Pubdahlng pte V companies 

by Newspaper Pubfcttrq gin. !HTTO1 
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The rebirth of 
Docklands 

Catherine Wheatley reports on a recovery 


B ack in the Eighties the Docklands 
area of east London was heralded 
as the ultimate yuppie neighbour- 
hood. Yet by the early Nineties the 
notion had fallen fiat. Who wanted to live in 
a glass- and-st eel tower, symbol of ail that was 
brash about the Iasi decade, miles from the 
nearest shops and restaurants, and isolated 
by a notoriously unreliable transport system? 

Docklands has always aroused "strong 
emotions. When Canary Wharf rose out of 
the marshes, dcvelopers’celebraied the birth 
of a new community. .And when the owners. 
Olympia & York, went bust the same people 
furiously blamed poor infrastructure. 

But reports of the death of Docklands may 
have been exaggerated. A new, more ratio- 
nal attitude is emerging, as buyers recognise 
that the area is good value for money. 
Estate agents find that demand among City 
workers and professionals has risen sharply. 
According; to the regeneration agency Lon- 
don Docklands Development Corporation, 
sales of fiats and bouses on the Isle of Dogs 
lasL year were up 140 per cent on 1995. 

Hazel Ankesmit, a personnel administra- 
tor working in London's Mayfair, is typical 
of the new generation of buyers in E14. Tired 
of a daily commute from Hove. Eas t Sussex, 
she is paying £110.000 for a one-bedroom flat 
in Burrell's Wharf, through estate agent 
Knight Frank. 

1 don't want to be in the smoky parts of 
London and I certainly don’t want to live io 
a conventional road in Wandsworth. I think 
Docklands is good value. I’m getting secur- 
ity.. easy parking and a river view - very 
important as I'm a Pisces,” she laughs. 

The Jubilee Line extension from Green 
Park via Canary Wharf to Stratford is play- 
ing a pivotal role in the renaissance. At the 
moment the journey from the Isle of Dogs 
to the West End takes about three-quarters 
of an hour using the Docklands Light Rail- 
way. The new link, scheduled to open in 
March 1998, should cut commuting time to 
just 34 minutes. 5 , 

Although Hazel Aritesniut is used to a long 
haul to work, the Underground line was a big 
factor in her choice of new home. “The bus 
service is all right and I think the DLR is fun, 
but Jubilee Line is really going to help. Also, 
shops and restaurants are going to pop up 
around the station,” she adds. 

Canary Wharf station will be next door to 
West India Quay, a proposed retail and 


leisure complex which will eventually include 
a supermarket, a multiplex cinema, a hotel, 
and around 20 restaurants and shops. Die 
developers will also convert the beautiful 
Grade I listed West India Quay warehouses 
into 90 apartments. At Canary Wharf itself, 
the Riverside scheme planned by a Hong 
Kong entrepreneur will feature a sports and 
leisure centre, another hotel and possibly a 
casino, as well as 330 fiats. 

The projects, due to be completed by (he 
end of next year, should finally crush the crit- 
icism that there are no facilities on the Lie 
of Dogs. Two years ago. unicss locals were 
shopping for a new suit or a Filofax, a trip 
off the island was essential. But since then 
there has been a steady increase in the num- 
ber and range of retailers. Now, residents can 
get their groceries at Tcsco Metro and pop 
into Books Etc or Music Music before hav- 
ing lunch at Cafe Rouge or All Bar One. 

Much of the improvement is due to more 
businesses relocating to E14: demand for 
offices is reinforcing demand for shops and 
bousing. According to Rupert Cherryman, of 
estate agent Chesterton, Citibank's decision 
last August to pick Canary Wharf as the pre- 
ferred site for its new UK headquarters will 
make a crucial difference. 

“What’s happening at Canary Wharf has 
generated a lot of interest.” he says. “There 
is a feeling among home-buyers that Dock- 
lands is coming of age.” 

With all the renewed interest in Dock- 
lands, buying here is not necessarily easy. 
Simon O’Donnell, a management accoun- 
tant, was gazumped last October when he 
tried to buy a house for £94,500 in the Quay 
West development. “I’ve just paid the full 
asking price for my new place in Jamestown 
Harbour,” he says. “But I still think it’s a 
good deal. I've lived here for six years and 1 
really enjoy it: Docklands is not as far away 
as people think.” 

Prices have already gone up by between 
5 and 10 per cent, even though purpose-built 
developments and a handful of office-to-res- 
idential conversions will put more than 800 
new homes on the Isle of Dogs this year. A 
repeat of last February’s IRA bomb attack 
is another worry. But Simon O'Donnell, like 
many other buyers, is unperturbed. “I looked 
at properties in Greenwich and in Black- 
heath, but there was really nothing to com- 
pare with the Isle of Dogs. You get more for 
your money here.” 



Gazumped when trying to buy in Docklands last autumn, Simon O'Donnell has recently bought a home in Jamestown Harbour photo philip veech 


Mortgages and the endowment policy pay-out risk 

The news on payouts is encouraging but the risk has not been eliminated yet. By Clifford German 
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F ears that many thousands of home- 
owners who were persuaded during 
the Eighties to take out endowment 
policies to repay their mortgages would 
not receive enough to pay the mortgage 
off in full have “probably” been exagger- 
ated, but it may need another four years 
of profitable investment conditions before 
the risk disappears. 

The latest evidence to support this con- 
clusion comes from the new figures 
announced every January by the insur- 
ance companies which provide endow- 
ment policies. At this time each year they 
dedare the payouts on policies which will 
mature during the year and the new bonus 
figures which are added each year to the 
basic value of all current policies. 
Payouts are based on the investment 


returns fund managers can achieve on the 
premiums received over the life of the 
policy, and consist of three elements, the 
basic sum assured, annual or “rever- 
sionary" bonuses credited each year dur- 
ing the life of the policy, and a single “ter- 
minal” bonus added during the final year 
Endowment policies taken out in the 
Seventies and early Eighties arc not at 
risk. A man who took out a Norwich 
Union endowment policy in 1972 aged 30 
and paid £50 a month over 25 years would 
be in line for a payout of £93,179 this year, 
slightly more than the equivalent payout 
of £9Z535 a year ago. This represents a 
cumulative annual return of 12.6 percent 
a year which compares with an average 
inflation rate of 8.4 per cent over the 
period, and implies substantial windfall 


profits for the policy-holder well in excess 
of what is needed to pay off the mortgage. 

But very few endowment mortgages 
were taken out in the Seventies. It was not 
until the Eighties when lenders got wise to 
the commissions they could earn from 
insurance companies by getting borrowers 
to take out an endowment policy to repay 
the loan in one fell swoop that endowments 
became the normal way of repayment 
Many existing borrowers were also per- 
suaded to swap their regular repayment 
mortgages for an endowment, which 
means most policies maturing in the 
Nineties will only have been running for 
periods of between 10 and 15 years, not 25. 

Unfortunately for endowment policy 
holders it was also the time when the gov- 
ernment began to get inflation under con- 


trol and the rates of return insurance com- 
panies could earn also starring falling. So 
the same borrower who started paying £50 
a month in 1987 will hegettingoniy £9,765 
back this year, an annual return of 9.4 per 
cent against an average inflation rate of 
4.5 per cent. In real terms after inflation, 
returns have been weJJ maintained, but an 
endowment policy-holder with a set mon- 
gage to repay is. of course, interested in 
the total return not the real return after 
inflation. 

The new bonus figures appearing show 
that payouts on endowment policies 
maturing in 1997 will also be as much as 
5 per cent less than an equivalent policy 
maturing last year received Few maturing 
policies will actually fail to cover the 
mortgage, but the surplus after paying off 


the mortgage will now be a modest 10-20 
per cent rather than the substantial wind- 
falls a full-term 25-year policy pays out. 

Future payouts depend on the annual 
bonuses credited to endowment policies 
and especially the terminal bonuses added 
in the final year. The longer the policy 
runs the larger the value of the bonuses 
and especially the terminal bonus, which 
can be 10-30 per cent of the payout after 
111 years, and -NT-60 per cent after 25 years. 

At General Accident, for example, the 
sum assured is 52 per cent of the payout 
on a 10-year endowment policy maturing 
this year, the annual bonuses are 31 per 
cent 3nd the terminal bonus just 17 per 
cent. After 25 years the sum assured rep- 
resents just 12 per cent, the annual 
bonuses 33 per cent and the terminal 


bonus 55 percent of the payout, which is 
why it is best to hang on to policies and 
not surrender them. 

So what are the prospects for the 
future? The reduced payout on a 10-year 
policy maturing this year is because the 
good returns in 1996 were offset by bet- 
ter returns in 1986, the year which has 
dropped out of the latest calculations; 
1987 was not a good year (although less 
of a disaster than memories of the Great 
Crash in October would suggest) so it 
ought to be caw for 1997 to beat ft in time 
for next year's figures. But 1988 and espe- 
cially 1989 were good years so the pres- 
sure will stay on 10-year maturities for 
another four years, when the negative 
returns on investments in 1990 will drop 
out of the equation. 
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FLORIDA 

ORLANDO AND GULF COAST 
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London Property 


LUXURY 3 BED, 7 bam house in 
Fumsm. Oaso Io local nmenaJes 
pod transport. £545pw. 0171 731 

wci. 2 BED Fm wftti owtitn. Ctass 
Was! End. Ctiy, and Mam-Une 
Soflors £250 p.w. OJfiJ 340 


Country Property 


S. PENNINE TERRACED house. 
Nr. Todmoidon. 6m Hebdon 
BddgaCJose tntn sin. M62. Good 

commuting LsedfaV. Chester. 2 
Bed. WbB mil. £28.000. 01706 

men* 


Wanted 


YOUNG PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 
(23/24) soak railed aosomedeSon 
In liiandly shared house wMrin 
West London (Chtawtefc, Hammer 
smith, Putney). Up to ttOOpcm. 
0181 6602396 aim 


France 


FOCUS 0« FRANCE France Maga- 
zine. For jour ireocopy W: 0181 
5429088 


Overseas Property 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly, ter yoor tree copy laJe- 
phone (0161)947 1834 


Sell your home ^ IND] lt > s™! l ? ENT 
for as little as £50 per advertisement 


Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday ’s highly 
successful Property Gallery >; a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appeals in the module format shown here, with 40 words 
of copy complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cast 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 
/ x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

Fill in the coupon below and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy 
to: The Property Team. Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 

DcadliM fw reedf* of eopy/pboio is At Tuesday 12 days prior io SmxLi) puMkafioa. Offer opeo w pri«afe aditrtism oatj- 
commrrr l el advertising package available on request. 



Immnrtilju- ihrw hreS* 
upartmeat in former HfcjSgc 
Lodge 11 mill!* <nj£?.c;j!ui 
from city cvmtti 1 . 

lining? S i nplnrivt; 
poonuy fit- 1 *- ve-irn. Luxurious 
KtiK -•!? Jwer room. 

Li'cii. Vdininp uiwl Small 
v-atuned gniden, garage. 
£74,950 OJl.O. 

Day: 0171 293 2343 


NAME - TELEPHONE Iduylinie) 

ADDRESS 

i require lO -*D nick appropriate box) Sunday Advcniscmcnilo) dl a toial tost of £ 

Please enclose a cheque for tbk amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing Pie' or fill in your Visa/ Access/ Aiuex/Diners Chib details: 

CREDIT CARD No lJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ i EXPIRY DATE - SIGNATURE 

for advice or more information please call ‘Tke Property Team ’ on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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Moving the goal posts 

Where rugby players are renting. By Rosalind Russell 


Who pays for 
the pollution? 

Stella Bingham reports 


T hey're built like Desperate 
Dan. have thighs like tree- 
trunks and are usually cov- 
ered in mud. If they sat on 
a dainty, chintz-covered 
sofa, it might groan in protest. But 
landlords love them. 

Since Rugby Union turned pro- 
fessional this season and began to 
pay its players - previously strictly 
amateur - teams in the south have 
begun importing players from the 
northern professional League sides. 
As most come just for the season, 
there's no point in buying a house, 
so they are renting. And paying 
handsomely. 

“The relocation of rugby players 
is big business for us," says Sophie 
Eraerick. of estate agent Ch ester- 
tons in Barnes. “It will be even big- 
ger next year as more Rugby League 
players will be loaned from their 
union dubs." 

Other estate agents are in a scrum 
to cash in. Many of their staff are 
involved in the game; the former 
England player Rob Andrew was a 
chartered surveyor with a top estate 
agency. Such employers allow time 
off for training because it’s good for 
the company's profile. 

Some London clubs, such as the 
Wasps, Saracens, Harlequins and 
Richmond, have had to find homes 
for their visiting players. All of 
which is music to the ears of prop- 
erty owners in the favoured areas. A 
one-bedroom flat near the dub can 
command £200 a week; two-bed- 
room homes £350 and three-bed- 
room houses up to £500 a week. 

Before, it was just lucky owners 
near Wimbledon’s lawn tennis club 
who bagged sports stars in need of 
a billet- Some paid their children's 
school fees, or flew off to Barbados 
on the proceeds. Now Barnes, Rich- 
mond and Twickenham are reaping 
the benefit of the collapse of the har- 
rier between League and Union 
rugby, rt’s been likened to the demo- 
lition of the Berlin WaiL 
Andy Challis, first team manager 
of NEC Harlequins, says: “As Rugby 
League now plays during the sum- 
mer. the players can play for a 
union side until about Februaiy. Of 
course, they need somewhere to live, 
so we try to help as they don’t know 
the area. I have been talking to 
estate agents and looking at houses. 
We like to put them in properties of 
a reasonable standard." 

Harlequins has two League play- 
ers currently on loan: New Zealan- 
der Robbie Paul, Rugby League 
player of the year, lent by Leeds; and 
Gary Connolly from Wigan. 


Connoliy had only five days to find 
a home before playing his debut 
match for the Harlequins. A bach- 
elor, and happy to let Andy Challis 
make the choice, he found himself 
in a pretty little mews house in 
Barnes. Robbie Paul, with a girl- 
friend and two small children, 
viewed a few houses before choos- 
ing a three-bedroom house in Straw- 
berry Hill, Twickenham. 

“We are based at Twickenham, so 
Baznes is good as it's only about five 
miles away, and is also near to the 
Riverside Club in Chiswick where 
Gary trains.” says Challis. 

The players coming down from 
the north have been taken aback by 
the cost of renting. 

“I couldn't believe the cost," says 
Antonia Sea don, Robbie's girlfriend. 
“The house we are staying in now 
would cost about £400 a month in 
Bradford. Down here it’s about four 
times that much. You pay £1,500 a 
month for a little box. In this area, 
which is good, middle class, it's as 
good as you get. It's quite nice, but 
I have to admit we were shocked." 

In Bradford, the couple own a 
three-bedroom semi. “Up there, 
you could have rented half a castle 
with eight bedrooms for £500,” adds 
Antonia. 

Prices in the south were not such 
a surprise to Philippe Sella, the 
French rugby player currently turn- 
ing out for the north London club 
Saracens. He and his family are rent- 
ing a spacious flat overlooking Reg- 
ent's Park, where charges are com- 
monly £1,000 a week. Or to 
Australian Michael Lynagh, also 
playing for Saracens and renting in 
Hampstead. Fellow Australian 
David Campesie is also reported 
ready to sign up to Saracens. 

It could prove harder to per- 
suade sportsmen and their families 
to relocate up north, though prices 
are much lower there. Footballers 
have had more experience in the 
relocation game. In 1966, when 
England won the World Cup. there 
were only 10 foreign players in the 
British league. Now there are more 
than 100. All the top London dubs 
have foreign players: West Ham 
has six. Chelsea has three Italians 
and a Dutchman. 

But even the Brazilian, Emerson 
- signed to play for Middlesbrough 
for £4m - had to take his homesick 
fiancee Andrea da Silva back to 
Brazil when she declared she 
couldn’t cope with the North-east. “I 
was cold and I cried all night.” she 
said. “I felt it was a strange, terrible 
place. I hope I never have to return." 




Importing players: Saracens has currently acquired Australian Michael Lynagh (top) who is 
renting in Hampstead (above) photographs: top. all sport: above, ph i up me ech 


F our years ago, banker 
David Price and his wife 
Sandra paid £157,000 for 
their detached house on a new 
estate at Copford, near 
Colchester. Today they would be 
lucky to sell it for half that price. 
The houses were built on or near 
an old rubbish rip which is 
leaking potentially lethal 
methane gas. To add insult to 
injury, the Prices have been told 
they may have to pay to clean up 
the contaminated land. 

Under the Environment Act 
1995, local authorities will be 
responsible for identifying such 
land, assessing the risk and 
getting it cleaned up. The 
polluter is supposed to pay. 
Where the polluter cannot be 
traced, the duty and cost fall on 
the owner or occupier. 

“There are three principal 
sources of contamination," says 
Philip Wilbourn, of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors. “Some occurs 
naturally, such as radon gas in 
Cornwall. There are the historic 
industries, such as coal and ship- 
building. Then there are modern 
industries, such as chemicals. We 
use land differently from the way 
we did 100 years ago. We have 
add rain now, but we don’t 
pollute rivers with coal tar." 

In theory, contamination can 
kill. “You could be asphyxiated 
by carbon dioxide. Methane gas 
from a landfill site can explode. 
Contamination may cause 
genetic defects, though there is 
no conclusive proof of this.” 

Hundreds of thousands of 
homes have been built on former 
industrial, mining and landfill 
sites. Government policy means 
that 60 per cent of future homes 
will be built on “brownfield” 
sites. Professionally reclaimed, 
such sites should be perfectly 
safe. But the problem could go 
back hundreds of years. 

“Nobody would dig up the 
plague pit in Green Park, 
because smallpox and plague 
spores survive in perpetuity.” 
says Mr Wilbourn. 

“You could buy land and find 
that because of health and safety 
issues ir's worthless.” says Archie 
Read, of Knight Frank's rural 
consultancy department. “Local 
authorities should be able to 
point you in rhe direction of 
possible problems. Solicitors 
should ask about contamination 


in the pre-contract inquiries. Ask 
the vendors if they are aware of 
any problems. Talk to older local 
residents about previous uses of 
the ate. If you are still worried, 
it might be worth getting an 
expert to check." Do not rely on 
the building society survey. A 
land quality statement from a 
chartered surveyor costs between 
£200 and £500. 

The National House-Building 
Council's 10-year warranty offers 
some protection against hazards 
and major damage caused to a 
new home by contaminants. The 
NHBC still advises buyers to 
ensure that their solicitors 
double-check with the builders 
and the local council. But such 
advance inquiries will not 
protect you if you find yourself 
owning contaminated land. 

“Tire planning process must 
be strengthened to protect the 
man in the street," says Mr 
Wilbourn. “At the moment he is 
very vulnerable." 

The mere fear of 
contamination can blight 
property. Many houses on the 
Copford estate are almost 
unsaleable, though they are not 
directly affected by the leaking 
gas. The House of Commons 
Environment Committee 
recently recommended that local 
authorities should keep a public 
register of contaminated land 
which had been successfully 
treated. This should offer some 
reassurance in the future. They 
also advised the Department of 
the Environment to set a 
one-year deadline for local 
authorities to inspect 
contaminated land that may 
present a significant risk. 

Concern has been expressed 
that areas identified as ej 

contaminated might be red-lined 
by lenders. Sue Anderson, of the 
Council of Mortgage Lenders, 
denies this, and Philip Wilbourn 
is also reassuring. “Local 
authorities must seek out 
contaminated land ... but they 
do not need to have all land 
cleaned up." 

He tells the story of a delegate 
who reported to a conference 
that the Lake District was 
contaminated with tead. Asked 
who was responsible, “she said 
that since the lead was 12km 
deep and had been there for 
millions of years, the appropriate 
person was probably God.” 
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Swapping 


Carleton Smith & partners 

[2 S I Braraxitti. Rental a Commercial Estate Agents 
Surveyors a Valuers 

PRUSOMS ISLAND, 
WAPPBVG. El 

Eliminate commuting. Studio 
apartment m prize winning 
narchxL.se cotivctmoo 
located dose to the City. 
Separate kitchen. Gas central 
heating. Covered garage 
space. Leasehold 

£87,500 

Also a\ nibble 2 hedroow apartment in the same bui/Jing 

£165,000 

Tel: 0171 488 9017 




R5t£ Of DOGS. EG&KO. large stu- 
dio. Bat cony. Excefiant Bght. FF 
Kltchen/Bathroom. Modem Rhrir- 
b ku Dev. Leisure Faculties. Li 09 
yrs BtSTOfa What 0171 438 4088. 
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Docklands 


UMEHOUSE, DOCKLANDS E.l4 



An ■mnHcuLm: hrq-Awr aputm-nt in this scuphi-aficr ffjidai 
square dndopmmL AfMnicinl hv m. Ovo roe and used a> die 
orijarai ilw* flat directly o»<rrt>'Ln'n Unu-boti-c Mjnra and 
ouumaid to the front. 

Th-: dvrctepntenl *. entered ra dectrerwytty oprraiel *iM|ghl 
a--m ioie nllb •.■.tu.kijb.* The comprise^ * 

I'j’2* nxepMi loom with dnM *er rite Manru. fired 

kneher Mh huih-tn appliance-- matter bedroom unh cn vurc 
lathruom. «tad hedmom. xvund Knhnxtti. full ga< tired central 
heaim#. allocated olf- surer parking qualm* fined uirpeljng. 
excellent decorative aider 

£210,000 leasehold 

Telephone: 0171 512 9388 


Chestbrtons 

ST. ANDREWS WHARF, PAPBUHIU. WHARF, 



A one hedrootn aputnunl on 
lie wand floor of lit. 
mrdraute conwraon Ttc 
p roperty benefit! from a 
eommuru] loot terrace, portcnux 
and oDooicd car forking ipue 
Coaled do*: ro Turn Bridge 
an d Buikft Ik turf unb Hit 
>pxuti>i stop-, jod rouunnh. 
Price £123.000 LoneboU 


A n*o bedroom, no bathroom 
0 f-anim.nl titrated on ihe -ccorfcS 
floor «' Uu> mns*te 
deretopmenu offamg direct river 

nea. The agamwal benefit* 
from porterage, a balcoo, ora 
ihe rrw and m undengmmd i 
rarlme space 


Share of Freehold 


Tel: 0171 357 7999 (Sales) 


v » ■ 'T T. '\rZ7 a? Property Semctt 
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123. Wjpping High Street. happing, London El 9NQ 
TeLOlTJ 702 3822 u Fax: 0171 702 ll»7 
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NEW CEANE WHARF, 
WAITING El 

Third floor tw bedroom 
aparmtem nillun a convened 
n'jtL'hi'Arc. 2ihr poritiage. 
Secure underground parkins. 
4169.995 Leasehold 


linr courtyard 

SlJFWAJ BOUSE. 
BURRELLS WHARF El 4 
>pta level pefflhouac apartment 
ttsitpre-isig 1 14b sq ft of ining 
>pacc. 2) hour security and 
ktsure facilities and parking. 
\lew.v ol Rhvr Thame, 

LI 59.995 Leasehold 
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c cn-f 7C 7JSi 5P02S OOCKLA-’iSS Cri=.£EA 

t: f^AYNOR V/ALKSR 

K PROPEFTTY TAKE AWAY I - hot or coWflong or short 
2 ETiveraxle, dockside, canal - you name weVe got it! 

^ Save time and money by using our relocation services. 
h Tefl us what you want and where - weU do the rest 

r 

u Consultants available 0800 - 2200b rs by appointment 

r atecarw.. Sologrande - Ryder Cup, Hong Kong, Florida. 
7 Isle o i Man. Bermuda 
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ALEV v MIL 

0171-254 0288 

St. George's Wharf SEI SewCoKonfo Whirl MfflStrea SI 

I . • 1 =t — -zr~\ i , 



A erne hedtum ihinJ llanr 
JparurKTii nflhm This 
estahlished *»riiixne 
ccorerws. in Hie heart -31 
Shad Thames, the afumnem 
retlifts fearurei such as rspnsc-d 
bi>:W»Tet: and wijsiul pi/brs. 
The block also rets -nine 
parking and a dai poner 

£118,000 L/H 


' rare opportunity in auquov a 
tnh flc»ar pfflihouH- jpartment 
oirii -of Ihe Thames. 
Oomprisini; Master bedroom 
vtith ifl ^ihe. hedrootn 

»T3 MUlIV . tlUcvl klldl '.TV. 

reception with jc.vm. to lermce 
j||>.<jted loniL-rfmouxid parking 
and pjpur.ip:. 

£315,000 L/H 
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Quality Properties. Quality Service 

To discuss your "Property Matters" call us now on 

0171 538 0102 
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...a focus on the 
Midshires . . . 

Looking to buy or sell in the 

Midlands . 

To advertise within this 
feature contact our property 
team on 

0171 293 234312302 
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Major Property 

Auctions 

Mainly By Order u/ 77ie Mortgagees 
including rhe Halifax Building Society 

LONDON & SOUTH EAST 

!Mi Frimarj - Brand* Hilda Rxcrcrenc to - 772203 

29Lols 

Kew. Beds. Hens. Combs. Norfolk. East Sussex. 
UiUksex. Essex ami bm,hn SKJ. SRV and NW6 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES 

12th Ftkon - Hibw MU, ■ H3» 7722M 
40 Lots 

Hants. II cst Susses. Dorset and Isle of Wight 

t'.n i- Of. ncteunAiH 

lm 1 . 1.4 fcj<ib.B>. Iteteuillkwateu telkr i 4 ili 

Ij.Ib. 1 aJ. •apea mah* 
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East Anglia 


NORTH 



HLsinric STD riverside 
cottage. 

Sympathetically rcslorcd, 
many traditional features. 

beamed ceiling, cic. 

2 btdtonu. living room. 
kitchen 1 ' diner, baihroimi. 
pafagcaardcnn. 

£49,950 

01945 465198 
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money 


S ince I first wrote six months 
ago about the new stockpick- 
nig formula devised by Jim 
Slater, his record has continued to 
impress. His methodology, reader: 
mjy recall, is based on analysing so 
called “R:g factors”, which repre- 
sent the ratio between the prospec- 
tive price/earaings ratio of a share 
and its forecast earnings growth in 
the future. 

Although Mr Slater has since 
added some important filters to 
rehne his method (of which more 
anon), the basic principle is that a 
«>» Peg- ideally one below 0.75 - 
is the primary signal that a share 
may be worth buying. Essentially, 
the idea is to pick out fast growing 
companies whose growth potential 
is not yet fully valued in the market. 

Come the new year and it is pos- 
sible to take a fresh look at how his 
approach has performed. One 
advantage of his high profile meth- 
ods is that it does at least allow others 
to judge how well he has marked his 
and their card. 

The eight new year tips he selected 
in January 1995. for example, would 
have returned around 40 per cent to 
anyone who bought them all at the 



stan of 1995 - some three times the 
return of the market as a whole. 
Meanwhile. Johnson Fry Slater 
Growth, the unit trust managed by 
his son Mark, which also broadly fol- 
lows the Peg methodology, was the 
best performing fund in its sector last 
year, with the units rising in value by 
almost the same amount 
So these are unquestionably “hot 
hands" we arc talking about Not sur- 
prisingly. the hook which outlines Mr 


Slaters methods. Beyond the Zulu 
Principle, is also 'selling well. 
Deservedly so. since it is a clear and 
well presented summary of a method 
which will appeal to those private 
investors who like to see strong 
action from their share portfolio. ( I 
should declare an interest here: Mr 
Slater was helped in the editing of 
the book by my Independent col- 
league, Tom Stevenson.) 

Equally unsurprisingly, the book 
has had mostly muted reviews from 
the papers and in academia - no 
doubt because the name still res- 
onates with memories of the collapse 
of Slater Walker all those years ago. 
But what is interesting is bow little 
attention has so far been paid to the 
methodology itself, which is gen- 
uinely innovative in UK terms. It is 
worth emphasising that the Peg sys- 
tem as Mr Slater has now refined it 
is much more sophisticated and 
securely based than the one be out- 
lined in his first book about share 
selection. The Zulu Principle, a few 
years ago. 

While Peg factors remain the pri- 
mary screening factor, the other cri- 
teria he has now added represent a 
considerable tightening of the orig- 


How the Slater method compares 


one year p e rfor m a nc e values 



inal selection process. By adding the 
requirements that cash flow should 
exceed earnings over one and five 
years, and insisting on relative 
strength against the market over the 
previous one. three and 12 months, 
the new methodology intentionally 
seeks to eliminate many of the 
sprwier stocks that have caught out 
unwary growth stock investors in the 
past. 

Mr Slater himself emphasises that 


the system is not mechanical: 
investors have to use their own 
judgement in deciding when and 
where to override the criteria. One 
consequence of the more rigorous 
criteria he now adopts is that they 
tend to throw up only a limited num- 
ber of shares at any one time - typ- 
ically 20-30 or so, sometimes fewer, 
out of 2,400 or so listed companies. 

Many of these are small compa- 
nies. It is rare for the Peg screening 


svslcm to produce large Footsie 
companies. They arc usually too big 
to grow fast and too well researched 
to be seriously undervalued, though 
some such as Forte (before the 
takeover by Granada) and British 
Aerospace have crept through the 
net at times in the last IS months. 

So can one argue with these 
impressive results? Well, of course it 
is early days. The system has only 
been tested for IS months. It has yet 
to he tested in a bear market The 
kind of shares that Peg factors tend 
to throw up arc relatively small 
companies in fast growing sectors 
such as media, computer services 
and leisure. Concept retail stocks 
have been regular features: Blacks 
Leisure, for example, was the best 
performing share Slater picked fast 
year. JJB Sports is another classic 
Peg stock - a successful retailing for- 
mula which is now being rapidly 
expanded across the countiy, In 
computer systems. Parity - a firm 
which provides training and consul- 
tancy to industrial and other users - 
has been one of the best performers. 

While it continues to grow, this 
kind of share often produces a 
sparkling performance. But what 


happens when the market or the 
economy turns down? One has to 
think that ihis kind of share amid be 
particularly vulnerable. The earnings 
tend to evaporate and the company 
finds itself with tons of unwanted 
stock and saws of rapidly emptying 
retail premises. The market in shares 
of this size muv become dangerously 
thin. Slater himself aeknow ledges ail 
these possibilities, though he says 
that he is now learning to are his sta- 
tistical screening service. REFS, to 
pick up warning signals about some 
of the impending problems before 
they occur. 

Anyone who follows Mr Slater's 
methods should therefore expect to 
be taking on some additional risk (at 
least viewed from an ex-post stand- 
point). even with the added cash flow 
and relative strength filters. These 
are not shares to put away and for- 
get about. Bui that is no reason for 
grown adults not to look at (he sys- 
tem to see if it suits them. .After all, 
the great charm of stuck market 
investing is precisely that it allows 
you to take as much risk as you fed 
comfortable with. The only real sin 
Is to take on more risk than you need 
without realising it. 


Banking on the 
value of sterling 


£200,000 Life Cover 
For As Little As 


Clifford German on foreign currency accounts 


H aving a bank account 
in dollars or some 
other foreign currency 
is one of the marks of the suc- 
cessful homme or femme 
d'affaires jusr as surely as a 
Rolex watch or a Gucci bag. 
It conveys an aura of sophis- 
tication and worldly wisdom, 
and easy familiarity with life 
and work abroad. 

Ir can also be useful, for 
paying bills and drawing cash 
abroad and receiving pay- 
ment in cash and cheques 
expressed in foreign curren- 
cies. without the tiresome 
and costly business of buying 
and selling foreign currency 
for every transaction. 

More often than not, 
owning a foreign currency 
account has enabled account- 
holders to impress their 
friends with talk of success- 
fully hedging themselves 
against a depreciating pound. 
But it does not always work 
that way. 

The unexpected strength of 
sterling against the dollar, 
the mark, the yen and other 
traditional “hard” currencies 
has drastically reduced the 
value of money in foreign 
currency accounts held by 
UK investors in the last year 
or so by anything up to 25 per 
cent. 

This trend could have some 
way to run because the pound 
is still strengthening in antic- 
ipation of increases in UK 
interest rates this year. Travel 
agent Thomas Cook is tipping 
the pound to reach $1.78. 
8.85 French francs and 230 
pesetas before the end of the 
year. Some experts think ster- 
ling could go even higher, 
which would further increase 
paper losses for UK residents 
holding accounts in foreign 
currencies. 

But all trends come to an 
end and the time will surely 



come for shrewd investors to 
ride the return of the pendu- 
lum and make money on a 
bank account in foreign cur- 
rency. 

Holding hard currencies 
like dollars, marks and yen 
has. after all. been the right 
thing to do for most of the 
past half century, and it has 
been entirely legal ever since 
the whole structure of 
exchange controls was impe- 
riously swept away by Mrs 
Thatcher and Sir Geoffrey 
Howe in the first few months 
of the new Conservative gov- 
ernment 1 7 years ago. 

Since then anyone with a 
few pounds to spare could 
open a bank account in for- 
eign currencies either with a 
UK or foreign bank in the 
country- of origin, or in off- 
shore banking locations like 
the Channel Islands, the Cay- 
man Islands, or the Bahamas. 
Even that was not strictly 
necessary when UK and 
foreign banks in London 
began offering investors the 
chance to open foreign cur- 


rency accounts without even 
going abroad. Most UK and 
foreign banks in London will 
open accounts in a range of 
currencies. 

But small investors may 
find that the image is less 
glamorous than the reality. 
Current accounts offer a 
cheque book and are ideal for 
paying bills and banking rent 
on foreign property, although 
if this is what you want it for, 
you need to be sure the bank 
you open your account with 
has a correspondent rela- 
tionship with the bank your 
counterparty uses abroad. 

In particular, if you want an 
account in one of the lesser 
currencies like escudos or 
drachmas it might be best to 
open an account with a bank 
which has branches in the UK 
and in the country whose cur- 
rency you choose. 

Most banks want a mini- 
mum balance of around 
S3.000 or the equivalent in 
other currencies, to operate 
the account without charge. 
For that you will not be 


expecting any interest. But if 
you choose a bank which will 
give you a cheque book and 
cash card, you can draw cur- 
rency from your account 
whenever and wherever you 
are travelling in your chosen 
currency area, and if you 
make a lot of transfers it can 
still work out cheaper than 
buying and selling small sums 
of currency to meet each 
transaction. 

It is also a valid alternative 
to using your credii card, 
which still leaves you open to 
unfavourable exchange rates 
when your account is debited. 

For the same sort of sum 
you can open a short-term 
deposit account which will 
earn some interest . But to 
get a reasonable return you 
need something like S 10,000 
and to tie it up for up to six 
months. 

It is important not to get 
carried away by the rates on 
foreign currencies which 
appear in most financial mar- 
ket reports. These refer to big 
sums in excess of f lm-worth 
of currency. 

Even now UK retail 
investors will be lucky to get 
3 per cent on a US dollar 
account tied up for a year. 2 
per cent on a Deutschmark 
account, 1-2 percent on Swiss 
francs and less than I per cent 
in yen, compared with up to 
6 per cent in sterling. 

You will also have to buy 
the foreign currency to put in 
the account That could swal- 
low 6-8 per cent of the capital. 
If you are not deterred, almost 
any bank in the UK wifi open 
a currency account for you. in 
the UK or the Channel Islands 
or in the currency area you 
choose. 

But you will usually do best 
with a bank with branches 
here and abroad like Citibank 
for dollar accounts. 


55p A Day* 


You may already have enough life assurance cover 
to pay off the mortgage should anything happen to 
you. But how would your partner cope with all the 
other costs of living? 

According to the Family Expenditure Survey 1994/5 
(the latest available published figures), the average 
family spends £917 a month on things such as 
groceries, bills, clothing and leisure activities. 

We know that no amount of money could ever 
replace your love for your dependants. However, 
from as tittle as 55p' a day you can cover their 
future with General Accident. 

Term Assurance provides affordable life assurance 
protection for a fixed period, with a guaranteed cash 
sum payable on death during that period. 

For a payment of only £17.00 a month' a General 
Accident Term Assurance policy can provide cover 
of £200.000 for 10 years, and what's more, your 
personal monthly premium is guaranteed never to 
increase. 

An investment of £200,000 in a bank or building 
society would mean that yonr family could be sore 
of an income of £13,200 a year ot £1,000 per month. 
And that income is over and above the initial 
000,000 investment which would remain intact* 

so wrmAixxmsE everyday 


Call General Accident now to secure your family’s 
future, and receive further information on Term 
Assurance and a personal illustration. 

We‘11 also send -you xfREE GOT of a styfish Pen, . 
and Pencil set ph» details to daim 'a second r 
free gift - a choice of Black and Decker Cordless \ 
Screwdriver; Custom. Monaco RolLftae or- Casio ; 
IVavdOockRaKfeJ^anri. 

*B,ved on a healthy mak\ non-smoker, aged 30 nest 
birthday. The ra<l of cover will depend on age, se\ and 
smoking -tatuv 

$ Source: Micro paL Based on a UK saving? account for 
investments of £2500 and over. 10 years to 29.%. 

Full written details are available on. request. Any financial 
advice given will relale only lo the products of CA Life. 

General Accident is regulated fry the 
Personal Investment Authority 





ACT NOW! 


TO REQUEST FURTHER 
DETAILS AND YOUR FREE GIFT 
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CALL FREE: 

LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


0500 KX) 200 


Or complete the coupon and send to: 
Term Assurance. General Accident, 
FREEPOST, YO550. YORK YOI I BR. 




PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 

24 hours a clay 7 days a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 

or talk to votir Independent Financial Adviser 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


For vour protection. your call*, to Svullbh Widow* may be recorded. Information or advice will onh be provided on Scottish Widows product*. Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
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An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 


Help me out of this trap 


Adviser Bryan Fisher considers a reader’s double-edged problem 


Q a In the light of current press speculation 
■ over plans to run (town the state earn- 


Did you know that to receive the ma-rimnm pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme tor 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramaricaily reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make contributions from your gross income, with 
tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation can change in the future. 

What’s more, we don't believe in paying commission to 
third parties tor the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 


over plans to run (town the state earn- 
ings related pension scheme (Serps) I began 
considering my own position. 

My problem is twofold - negative equity and 
inadequate pension provision. At 41 1 am anx- 
ious to get my financial situation sorted. The 
pension I currently have has been in place for 
four years, I contribute £50 per month to it 
and I have contracted out of Serps. 

In addition, my fiat has negative equity of 
around £17,000. 1 have a personal loan taken 
out to cover the cost of recent refurbishment 
and now on top of this the freeholder has 
advised that all tenants must pay around 
£3,000 to cover the cost of general maintenance. 

My flat is currently valued at around 
£39.000. 1 am concerned that the flat won’t 
appreciate sufficiently to justify me banging 
on to it, but I am trapped. I cannot see a way 
out given my negative equity, current and pro- 
jected outgoings and inadequate pension pro- 
vision. Can you help? J B, London 


„ I believe you have every reason to be 


of escalating costs it is unlikely to be sustained 
for ever. 

You have contracted out of Serps which, I 
assume from the information given, was four 
years ago when you took out the personal pen- 
sion, which appears to be the right decision. 
Contracting out is not a once in a lifetime deci- 
sion, however. As with most financial planning 
matters it will require reviewing regularly. 

Now is the best time to increase your pen- 
sion contributions. With 19 years to go until 
your 60th birthday the compound growth on 
your early contributions will be far more valu- 
able than the growth can possibly be on the last 
few years’ premiums. It is therefore essential 
that you attempt to maximise the level of your 
investment as soon as you can. Whether this 
investment is into your existing plan or another 
is impossible to advise on without analysing the 
particulars of your present policy. 

AUhe age of 41 you are allowed to contribute 
20 per cent of your income into a Personal Pen- 
sion Plan and receive tax relief at your highest 
rate payable. For example, on a salary of 
£25,000 per annum your maximum gross invest- 


rate tax relief and the “net cost” to you would 
be B16.66, in the current tax year. Your cur- 
rent investment of £50 per month equates to 
an investment of just 2.4 percent of your salary 
which, even with strong investment perfor- 
mance, is unlikely to provide you with the level 
of retirement income you would want. 

On the property front I do not think you 
should be too concerned about the negative 
equity in your flat. Property prices are rising 
faster thap at an y time since the peak of 1989, 
with London and the South-east leading the 


I would be concerned by the “general 
maintenance” bill you are likely to receive. 
You do not mention what advice you have 
already taken on this, but I would strongly sug- 
gest before , uting with any money that the 
tenants col lively seek legal advice. 

You may ■ sh to consider the possibility of 
switching > existing interest-only mortgage 
to a repay- at one. This will then mean that 
part of yc monthly payment pays off capi- 
tal which * A have the effect of reducing your 
negative equity with every payment you make. 


. <. 

have a legal charge on the property and the 

endowment policy you have. : 

You will need to obtain a surrender value 
for your endowment from the insurance com- 
pany. As you have negative equity the bitild- 
ing society may wish to reduce. tbe.dutstand- 
ing balance with this surrender money. 
Therefore you will need to ask the Bunding 
Society first of all whether this switch is pos- 
sible and secondly check the monthly cost to 
make sure the repayments are not excessively 
expensive. This will depend on several factors 
such as the outstanding term of the mortgage 


which was not given. 

OveraiL according to your income/expen- 
diture analysis you appear to have surplus 
funds which, if the appropriate steps are taken 
over the next few years, should put you into 
a much stronger position financially. 


Bryan Fisher is an independent financier adviser 
and the financial planning manager at Berkeley 
Financial Planning in Coventry. Readers are 
invited to write to him cjo The Independent. Let- 
ters should not exceed 250 words. The advice is 
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principle it was a good idea. However, because monthly. As an employee you will receive basic ing society will allow this. Currently they will without receding specific and professional advice. 


www.eqititable.co.uk 


Informauon/ixtvice will only be given on Hquhahk group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
THE EQUITABLE UTE. FREEPOST. WALTON STREET. ATLEStUKf. BUCKINGHAM SKZHE HOT 7BR 


Tr The ExpjiuMc Life. FREETO5T Whfaa Street. AYLESBURY. Bucks HP21 7BK \ 
j I would welcome information on The EtjoJiabk'; Free-Standing A VC plans Q j 

INVE7A 


Give to charity but keep your options open 


i NAME I Mr Mn Mini 


I Tet(Home) 





The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Clifford German examines new schemes that allow more flexibility in donating money 


M any people would (ike to give money 
to charity but are worried about pos- 
sibly finding themselves short of 
income and capital to meet their own finan- 
cial needs. 

In an attempt to meet this genuine worry 
the Charities Insurance Association has 
devised a new method of giving which allows 
donors the opportunity of drawing a tax-free 
income of 5 per cent for their own use, and if 
they do need to do so they can reclaim the 
capital in full. 

Readers who would like a free information 
pack should call 01622 606355. The new plan 
is called Legacy Enhancement and the 
bequest is invested in a with-profits invest- 


ment bond managed by Legal & General. 

The investor can draw 5 per cent from the 
bond tax-free, while the charity can keep the 
remaining income and also knows it has a 
likely future bequest which helps it plan its 
own future finances. Investors can, however, 
elect to leave all the income to roll-up in the 
fund and increase the future value of the 
bequest. 

A third option allows the investor to draw 
the income and then covenant it to the 
charity, a fourth alternative allows the 
investor to use the income to buy a life assur- 
ance policy which can be assigned to the 
charity and increases the eventual pay-out 
when the donor eventually dies. 


Exactly how much depends on the donor's 
age and life expectancy, but a 65-year-old 
woman could more than double the value of 
the original bequest. 

Investors can also make monthly contri- 
butions to buy a life assurance policy out of 
income without actually committing a lump 
sum at all. 

New ways of encouraging bequests to char- 
ities are more necessary than ever because 
the calls oa their resources continue to 
increase while all but a handful of high pro- 
file charities have seen their annual incomes 
shrink in the last two years because poten- 
tial givers think the National Lottery is look- 
ing after them. 


In fact most charities are net losers from 
the lottery, and urgently need to tap streams 
of cash and concern. 

Charities do have tax-exempt status, which 
means they do not pay income tax on the 
income they generate and they can claim tax 
rebates on gifts which individuals have made 
out of taxed income provided the donors sign 
a covenant to make annual donations for five 
consecutive years. 

So if a top-rate taxpayer pays £60 a year 
into the scheme, the charity gets £40 from 
the taxman. 

But many donors are reluctant to make a 
five-year commitment in case they are unable < 
to keep it up. 1 


WE’VE TAKEN THE BEST BITS 


FROM OTHER INVESTMENTS AND 


PUT THEM INTO OUR 


HIGH INCOME FUND PEP. 


NEW 


INVESTMENT TRUST 


FROM M&G 





Low Ann 


M&G will be launching a new Investment Trust in February which will be available 
for investment in the M&G PEP. 

This new fund will invest in a portfolio of shares and aims to provide a high and 
growing income as well as good capital growth overtime. 

PEP investors will have a choice of investing, either to achieve a yield above 5%* 
or, for those investors willing to take higher risk, to achieve a yield of over 6%*. 
There will be no initial charge and no withdrawal fee. 

This new fund will give you the opportunity to invest your tax free PEP allowance 
for both the current tax year and for the 1997/98 tax year - a total tax free 
investment of up to £1 2,000. 

After the initial offer period there will be a spread between the buying and 
selling prices. 
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Now you don't Have to tear through the 
financial pages, trying to find the best deals. 

We've selected them for you and put them in 
our High Income Fund PER 

To start with you're offered a tax-free income 
of 7.2%p.a! And you pay no entry or exit charges. 
We also think you shouldn't be ripped off on 
management fees. Ours is a very low 0.75%. 


if you'd like your money to work harder, 
invest a couple of minutes in a phone call. 

Our trained advisers don't work on 
commission, so instead of hard sell you'll get 
straightforward information and sensible advice 
on how to make the most of your money. Lines 
are open from 8am to 9pm, seven days a week. 
It'll cut out the need to look any further. 


To: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me a free copy of the 
new M&G Handbook and details of the new M&G Investment Trust. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

You should contact your independent financial adviser Of you have one) before investing. 

The price of investments and the inoome from them can go down as wen as up. The value to you 

of the tax benefits wiH depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could 
change In the future. 



■ Th© new edition 

V of the M&G Handbook 
^ is now available, 

I giving details of MAG’s 

■ range of PEPs, Unit 
Trusts, Savings Plans 

I and Regular Income 
I Plans. 
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I M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarding investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. 

I Issued by MSG Financial Services Umit&J. 

(RegtJated by The Personal Investment Authjnry.l 

I M&G Uns T/t/sJs are manageo by MSG Secwires 
Limned. (Regulated by IMR O and The Perscnal 
Investment Authority I 


For details return the 
coupon or telephone 


I 0990 600 612 

| Or e-mail' 

hb@MandG.Fepfy.co.uk 


PROSPER 
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WE WON'T SELL YOU AN INVESTMENT, WE'LL HELP YOU CHOOSE ONE 

■Estimated gross redemption yield at 18.12.96. (gross raining yield 7.696). Die value of investments, and ary income from them, can fal as wefl as rise and 
you may not get back the hd amount you invested. Part or al of the annual management charge may be paid out of capital - while this will enhance the income 
distributed it may constrain capital growth. Tax concessions can change and thdr value wS depend an your circumstances. Save & Prosper Group Limited is 
regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. We only advise on products aid services offered by the Fleming and Save & Prosper Marketing Group. 

Save & Prosper Group Limited, FREEPOST. Romford RM1 1BR. Please send me details of Save & Prospers High Income fund PER 
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Managing your money for the longer term 


* Yields are based on 
investment within the 
M&G PEP andforecast as 
at 31 .12J6 and are subject 
to change. .- 


The M&G PEP 
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So we signed over our home to the bank 

As orders flooded in, two knitwear entrepreneurs chose the wrong way to raise funds 


Patrick and Jane Gaudier, both 45, arc part- 
ners in the Artwork knitwear brand, with out- 
lets such as Han ey Nichols, Fenwick. Liberty 
and Whistles. They met as post-graduates at the 
Central School of Art in 1975. Their knitwear 
is now said in 15 countries including the US 
and Japan, and as design consultants their 
clients include Marks i£ Spencer. Shanghai 
Tang and Dewhirst Lurien. 

£ £ I ane and I starred our own business 
I largely because wc were unemployable. 

Neither of us were corporation people, 
though wc did try having proper jobs. After 
college, Jane joined the BBC's costume 
department while I went to work for Marks 
& Spencer, but within 18 months we realised 
that we’d only be happy working for ourselves. 

Our big break came in 1977 when one of 
our customers asked if wc could turn our 
hands to producing original sweaters by 
updating the traditional Fair Isle design. That 
led to orders from the fledgling fashion chain 
Whistles and from Macys in New York. 

The only problem was that we didn't have 
any money; we were living from hand to 
mouth. We could afford to buy the yam for 
couple of dozen sweaters, hut with serious 
orders coming in we had a cash-flow crisis. 

By this time we were living in a house in 


My biggest 
mistake 


London’s East End which we had managed 
to acquire for the princely sum of £8250. It 
needed a lot of renovation, but we managed 
to get a grant to do it up. Around the same 
time we exhibited at our first trade fair, which 
was in New York, We were realistic about 
what we could take on in terms of produc- 
tion, and by lunchtime on the first day we had 
so many orders that wc were forced to dose 
our books. We felt that we’d already bitten 
off more than wc could chew; somehow we 
had to And a way of raising enough money 
to buy the yam and pay the knitters. 

Our bank manager, we thought at the time, 
was great. He said words to” the effect of: 
‘You’ve got a house . . . property’s doing really 
well ... sign this bit of paper and we’ll give 
you an overdraft.' But in reality, that over- 
draft was not based on the size of our order 
book, the quality of our customers, our abil- 
ity to manage the business or to manufacture 
the goods. It was based solely on his belief 
that there was good equity iri our home. 

Wc made our first mistake at that trade 


fair. If we had only kept our order book open 
for the full three days we probably could have 
got enough customers to pay in advance to 
finance all of the production costs. We 
wouldn't have needed to sign our house over 
to the bank, which, of course, was our 
biggest mistake. 

Our business grew rapidly throughout the 
Eighties, and since property prices continued 
to rise, we always had enough collateral to 
fund our increasing costs. We had great press 
coverage, we sold to the best shops through- 
out the world, our turnover was getting bigger 
every year and we were able to earn a living. 

Profit, as a separate entity, was nor some- 
thing that we had ever considered to be a 
requirement, and nor did the bank. But in 
1990, property prices plunged and our bank, 
like many others, panicked. 

The manager responded by transferring 
two thirds of our overdraft to a short-term 
loan. ’Restructuring your finances' was the 
euphemism used. Ironically, our order book 
was still booming and we appeared to be 
doing incredibly welL Wc fell he had found 
a way of being able to help us finance the pro- 
duction costs. Looking back, I don’t think it's 
possible to be more naive. 

In reality it meant that suddenly we were 
committed to enormous monthly repay- 


ments. We kept thinking wc had the money 
to pay the bills, but we didn't, because it had 
already been deducted by the bank. And we 
weren't generating enough profit to finance 
thjt sort of drain on our working capital. 

didn’t just owe money to the bank; we'd 
built a business with a turnover of £1.5m which 
employed 1200 knitters and we owed money 
to them as well. Our order book, which rep- 
resented nur income for the next six months, 
was nowhere near what we needed, and we 
were forced io call in the receivers with the 
result that wc lost our home. 

These daxs we stick to what we're good at, 
which is designing. We don’t attempt to 
finance the production costs; we have a trade 
finance company for that, using the customers' 
orders as collateral. Next year our turnover 
u ^ !™ Mt ’ t * lan again, and, while we 
sit il don t have our own home, at least the knit- 
Wntew been paid what they were owed. 

The most important lesson is you should 
never, under any circumstances, put your 
house up as equity to raise money for your 
business. If anyone advises you to do it. sack 
them, because if the business is sound, there 
are options that don't involve risking vour 
home." 

Patrick and Jane Gottelicr were talking to 
Corinne Sitncuck. 


Deciphering 

pensions 

By Clifford German 


P ension providers are 
gradually making them- 
selves more user-friendly', 
but altogether too slowly. 
The second annua] report 
of the Personal Investment 
Authority this week con- 
demns many of the tradi- 
tional providers for failing 
to reduce the charges they 
levy on personal pensions. 
~A handful have reduced 
their charges in the last two 
years, but they are mostly 
companies whose perfor- 
mance has been exposed as 
sub-standard and who. are 
not attracting the share of 
new business they need- -\ 
But they are being 
matched by a number of 
successful performers who 
have taken advantage of 
better disclosure of rivals' 
charges to raise their own 
towards the industry aver- 
age. Some providers are 
also refusing to cut charges 
on pensions sold through 
low-cost outlets. 

Although pension 
providers have, by and 
large, complied with the 
requirements to publish 
their charges and to show 
how much charges will 
reduce the value of a pen- 
sion fund over 20 or 30 
years (the figures will make 
your hair curl), they are still 
wrapping the true meaning 
up in concepts that the 
average punter does not _ 
understand. “Reduction in 
yield", for example, is the 
jargon word for the per- 
centage by which the fund's 
value is reduced by charges 
over its lifetime, but the 
concept is rarely explained 
to the layman. 

In any case, the reduc- 
tion is less important than 
the actual yield before and 
after charges, and that can 
only be illustrated by 
guesstimates of a constant 
increase, conventionally 6, 

9 and 12 per cent a year in 
the value of the fund. 

But that does not mean 

that no progress is being 

made. Eagle Star this week 
started selling no-frills, 
low-cost personal pension 
plans by telephone in direcr 
competition with Virgin 


Direct and Scottish Wid- 
ows. The premiums are 
invested in full with no 
deductions, there are no 
initial charges, the manage- 
ment charges are just £2 a 
month plus 1 per cent of 
the fund, and unlike Virgin 
the funds are actively man- 
aged. But Eagle Staf s 
unique selling point is the 
promise to refund all fees 
and chaiges in full and to 
transfer the current value 
of the fond in foil if 
Investors become dissatis- 
fied during two years. 

Edinburgh-based fund 
manager Ivory & Sime has - 
launched a pension scheme 
investing in investment trusts 
and marketed exclusively 
through independent finan- 
cial advisers. Contributions 
to pensions based on invest- 
ment trusts are invested in 
full instead of being sub- 
jected to the bfcVofifer 
spreads which discourage 
many people from investing 
in unit trust-based pension 
foods. Investors who take 
out an I&S pension will pay 
their advisers for advice but 
they can negotiate commis- 
sion rebates. The plan wifi 
offer flexibility to raise or 
lower con crib utious, take 
contribution breaks or take 
early retirement, all without 
penalties. 

Abbey Life has also 
made a gesture towards 
improved information for 
potential buyers, aimed at 
the 30 per cent of the 
working population who 
have no private pension 
plans and the 35 per cent 
who contribute £50 a 
month or less. Almost half 
the population thinks £50 a 
month would buy a 30- 
year-old an adequate pen- 
sion, against a true figure 
of £250 a month. Abbey 
Life is offering the first 500 
Independent readers who 
apply a free computer disk 
or a ready reckoner for 
those who have no com- 
puter, which will show 
them how much they need 
to set aside. Call Abbey 
Life on 0800 202040 and 
specify disk or ready 
reckoner. 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


! 


(also costs the least) 




A glance at the table 
will show that - since 
its launch one year ago 



Average UK Income & Growth Trust 


- the Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved that it offers PEP 
investors unbeatable value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This Index reflects the performance of the entire 
stockmarket , so it removes the risk of being over-exposed to shares which under- 
perform and lessen your return. 

In fact, £6,000 invested in the Legal & General Index-Tracking 
$ PEP last year would now be worth £7.1 10* f compared to just 
£6,965 in the average UK Income & Growth Trust. And there's 
still time to invest this financial year. 


Unbeatable costs ... 

At just 0.5 % p.a ., you won't find a cheaper Index-Tracking PEP 
anywhere else. And there are still no initial charges or withdrawal 
fees to pay. 

To out morc about the UK's value Index-Tracking PEP, call 

now: or return the coupon WL Itt/ffly T^lf^Wtff DFD 
below. Alternatively, you can contact us at # fit? m mSCKJlmty m C m 

http://www.legal-and-general. co. uk 
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0500 11 66 22 


Ffaost* quote reference rn/in/w: A4DJ09 

•SouKe: Micropul. on a bid to bid basis with gross income re-invested from 01.11.95 to 01. 11.96. since launch. fThis makes no allowance for 
o„y management chaiges which are applicable to a PEP but our chaiges would not significantly alter the performance disparity. Past 
performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Both capital and income \alues may go down as well as up and you may nor 
get back the amount invested. Tax assumptions are those currently applicable and are subject to statutory change. The value of tax relief will 
depend on vour individual circumstances. All comparisons of cost apply to PEPs investing wholly in unit r rusts. Full written details are 
available on request. All statements are correct as at 01. 1 1.96. For your protection calls will usually be recorded and randomly monitored. 
Legal & General (Direct) Limited. Registered in England No. 2702080. Registered Office: Temple Court, II Queen Victoria Street. London BG*N 
4TP. Representative only of the Legal & General marketing group, members of which are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and 
1MRO for the purposes of recommending, adxrsing on and selling life assurance and investment products bearing Legal St General s name. 


* Post to: Legal & Genera/ (Direct) Limited, FREEPOST SWC0-i6' 
Cardiff CF1 1YW. 

Please send me lull written details of the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP. 


A4DJ09 


SURNAME (Mr/Mn/34iSfi/.\h) . 
FORENAMES 


ADDRESS. 


* POSTCODE. 


DATE OF BIRTH 


TEL NO: Home 


TEL NO: Work 


If you already haw any PEP investment, please rick here / ] ■ 


Vfir may telephone you to make sure information requested has arrived safety. Now and dien. we may fefl you 
a hour other products or services offered by the Legal <& General Group of companies that wc hetiew maybe 
of interest to you. Ifiw noutJ prefer am to receive this carefully selected information, phrase tick here f_J. 
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SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT? 

FOR BIGGER MONEY 


CALL SEC NOW 

0181 207 1666 


SEC, Britain* biggest buyer of endowments wfll pjjr you 
much mom than Hie surrender value. 

Phone our helpful staff now for that can ash and 
peace of mind. Your policy must be atteast 8 years oH and 

satisfy our selection criteria. FAX: 0181 107 4810 
AE SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS PIC 

MM SEC W«b«. ** TTiwtaid Sc. Boratenwood. Hem WD6 


SEC 






You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change it. 

PenaJues for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 
changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to third parties far the introduction of new business. You 
don't have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
early, your benefits would be exactly the same as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the bands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U.K. 

If voud like to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by’ post and by 
telephone. 


www .equitable.co.uk 


Infornidiiorv'iJvtce will only be given cm Equitable group produce 
Regulated bv the Personal Investment Authority 
THE EOUITABLE LIFE. FREEPOST WALTON SIBEET. AYLESBURY. Bt/CHNCHAMSHDIE HK l TOR 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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Best borrowing; rates 


savings 


Telephone 


% Rais and 
penal 


Max Fee Inactive 
edv% 


Frad rates 

ScartMimgti BS 080)590547 

Coventry BS 0800126125 

Bristol & West BS 0800119955 

Venable rates 

Scarborough BS 0800 590547 

Coventry BS 0800 126125 





0.95 fori year 85 0.75% — 

4.90 to 1/1739 85 1250 — 

6.99 to 1/1/01 90 £275 — 


1st 5 yrsi.03% of sum repaid 
lb 1/3/02: 6 Friths interest 
lo 31/12/01-. 6 mfe interest 


West Bromwich BS 0121 525 7070 
First time buyers fixed rates 
l Lambeth BS 0800 225221 
Bristol & West BS 0800119955 
Northern ftocJt BS 0800 591500 
First tiros buyers variable rates 
Staffordshire BS 01902 317317 


0.75% fori year 90 

4.06% for 2 years 85 
5.10% for 3 years 75 


— 1% adv reflated 


1st 5 yrs: 6.49% of sum repad 
1st 5 yrs: 6mths interest 
1st Gyrs: 6% of advance 


520 to 1/3/99 95 295 — 

6.49 to 1/1/00 90 £275 — 

7.49 to 1/3/02 95 £395 — 


1st 5 yrs; 6 mths interest 
To 31/12/01; 6 mths interest 
1st 6 yrs: 5% of sim repaid 


223 to 1/3/98 


90 — — 


Greenwich BS 01818588212 4.19% tor 2 years 95 — — 


1st 5 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 
1st 5yrs: discount reclaimed 


ftHtmanBS 

Bank of Scotland 

Bank d Scotland 

Direct Line 

Q12Q2 292444 
0500804804 
0500 804804 
0181 667 1121 

instant Access Instant 

Instant Access Savings Instant 
instant Access Savings Instant 
Instant Savings Instant 

£100 

£5.000 

£10,000 

£50,000 

4.70 . 
5.13 

5.60 

5.75 

v? ! waflsw 

...tear ' '--: 

ifcnft 

M«*: 

'tear 

Teachers' BS 01202887171 Bullion 

Postal £500 

4J0 

Mefon Mowbray BS 

01664480214 

Festal Direct 

ftjstal 

£1,000 

5.bU 

tear . 

Sun Banking Corporation 01438 744500 

Direct Postal 

Postal 

£5.000 

5.75 

.tear 

Northern Rock BS 

0500 505000 

Select Instant 

Postal 

£5,000 

625 

tear 
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CMseaBS 

0800.132351 

POST-tel 20 

20dayP 

£5,000 

6.05 

tear . ' • 

First National BS 

01232 314050 

High Yield 

30 day 

£25,000 

6.45 

'kor. 

Northern ftjckBS 

0500 505000 

Select 60 

60 day P 

£10,000 

6^0 

tear 

Leeds & Hofeeck BS 

0113 225 7777 

Postal Bonus 

30/4/98 P 

£10,000 

7.00 

Maharty 


giin 








Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 

5.74% b 1/3/02 

95 

£295 Refund vain fee 

1st 7 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


Wanwort Benson 

0800317477 

HKA 







Investec Bank (UK) 

0171 626 0879 

HICA 5000 



Wl " rt-£. * 


Halifax BS 

01422335333 

Asset Reserve 







Chelsea BS 

0800 717515 

Classic Postal 

Telephone 

APR% 

Max OV 

fixed monthly payments (£3,000 over 3 years) 


■ JFBCE& RATE ; ? 
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Unsecured 



With insurance 

Without insumce 


Portman BS 

0800 663663 

Fixed Interest Bend 

Northern Rock BS 0345421421 

1Z9H 


£112.66 

£10159 


Bristol & West BS 

0800 202121 

Year Plus Fixed Rate 

Royal B of Scotland 0800 121125 

14.0 


£114.78 

£101.45 


Birmingham Midshires 

0645 720721 

Fixed Rats Bond 

Nationwide BS via local branch 

14.9 


£113.15 

£102.49 


Coventry BS 

0345 665522 

fixed Rate Bond 

Secured (second charge) 



Max LTV Advance 

Tern 
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Clydesdale Bank 0800240024 

7.8 

Nflg 

E3K-E15K 

6 mths to 25 years 


Sun Banking Carp 

01438 744505 

fixed Rato TESSA 

Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 

9.0 

70% 

E2.5K-E100K 

3 years to retirement 


Natttbst Bank 

0800200400 

fixed Rate USSA 

Midland Bank 0800 494999 

10.1 

90% 

£5K-neg 

5 years to 30 years 


Investec Bank (LOO 

0171626 0879 
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Birmingham Midshtres 

0645 720721 

Inflation Beater 

yi.Lnujmiv, ■ 








£2.500 520 Month 

£5,000 5 25 Month 

£10,000 425 Quarter 

£10.000 4.50 fear 


1 tear 
1/5/98 

2 Year 
3Q/1W9 


6.60F Maturity 
7 .OOF Maturity. 

7.05F tear 
750F tear 



Mackesy 


£8.575 7.50F Year 

£5,000 7.45F tea f 

£9,000 720 tear 

£1,000 7.00 tear 
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WootwichBS 0800400900 
AHianca & Leicester 0500 959595 
Bank of Scotland 0800805805 


Account 
Current 
Alliance 
Direct Cheque 


Authorised 
%pm APR 


0.84 10.5 

0.76 9.5 


Unauthorised 

%pm 

2.28 

220 


Sun Banking Corporation 01438 744505 Feed Rate TESSA 

NaWtest Bank 0800 200400 fixed Rate TESSA 

National Counties BS 01372 747771 

West Bromwich BS 0990143668 


5 years 
5 years 
5 years 
5 yean 




7.50F tear 
7.45F tear 
720 tear 
7.00 tear 
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Telephone Card Type Min RatB APR Annual Int. f 


Standard 

Co-operative Bank 0800109000 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 

Robert Ffemuig/S&P 0800 829024 

Gold cards 

Co-operative Bank 0345 212212 

RBSAdvanta 0800 077770 

Royal B of Scotland 01702 362890 

Telephone 


Card Type 

Min 

Rato 

APR 

Annual 

Int. free 


Income 

% pm 

% 

Fee 

period 

Advantage Visa 

— 

0.64N 

7.90N 

nil 

0 days 

Visa 

— 

0.797N 

950N 

nil 

54 days 

MastEfcard/Visa 

— 

05167 

11.50 

riil 

Odays 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.50 

1050 

£120 

46 days 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.94N 

1I.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Visa 

£20.000 

1.05N 

14.50N 

£35 

46 days 


Financial Assurance 0181 3803388 
Pinnacle Insurance 0181 207 9007 

Hambro Assured 0800 838020 

Hambro Assured 0800 838020 

Hambro Assured 0800 838020 


£5,000 5.30FN tear 

£3,000 550fN tear 

£20,000 6.05FN tear 

£10,000 625FN tear 

£50.000 6.45FN tear 
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mum {m&'mm&i 

Investment Accounts 




Income Bonds 


John lewis via store 

1 Marks and Spencer 01244 681681 
Sears via store 


Payment by direct debit 

Payment by ottier methods 

%pm 

APR 

%pm 

. APR 

159 

18.0 

159 

18.0 

1.87 

24.8 

157 

26.3 

1.94 

25.9 

220 

295 


Capital Bond 
First Option Bonds 


Pensioner's G'teeti Income Bond 
NS Certificates (tax-free) 


Children's Bond 
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Nova Access 

Instant 

£25,000 

6.30 

tear 

Offshore 30 

30 day 

£10.000 

6.55 

Year 

Off sore Fixed 

31/1/98 

£5,000 

6.85F 

Maturity 

Millennium Bond 

1/1/00 

£10.000 

7.50F 

Year 

forias) ' ‘ i - 
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1 month 

£20 

4.75 

tear 



£500 

5-25 

Year 



£25.000 

5.50 

tear 


3 months 

£2.000 

6.00 

Month 



£25.000 

655 

Month 

Series J 

5 years 

£100 

6.65F 

Maturity 


12 months 

£1.000 

6.0QF 

Ybar 



. £20.000 

655F 

Year 

Series 3 

5yeai 

£500 

7 DOF 

Month 

43rd issue 

5 year 

£100 

555F 

Maturity 

9th Index linked 

5 year 

£100 

2.50*ipi Maturity 

Issue H 

5 year 

£25 

6.75F 

Maturity 
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APR Anmalned percentage isfe. B’C BuiUnp art Contents reuranee UV Ubo ft Yakw KjUAcodent sxtiflex and unenvkrrnmt 
E ^ail^taamQrehenMn^HamncBpolieriKk^a^amSSyeai^ ft- tffc/wr rate jflptfes if mansnee not arranged 
N tntwduaorf rate iota tkmtedpenxL 


AB rate subjed to th^wlhcwt notice. 


Some*. MWOWere 0163 T 5006 Z 7 


S January 1997 


? pcKtonfy { fixed rate 

Hnetrare A AB wtManls subfecr ot 30 djybss of interest 

WJ rates are shewn gross and ait subject to charge without notica Sourcs MQHFYFACIS OlfiSP 50677. 9 January 1997 
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If you already have life assurance 
or 

if you are about to take out a policy 
you could save over half your premiums. 


^ o9 


L°MDCN 

art 

Be MUCH 
BEiNC\ -p 


* Np tmtiaTcharge 
v No exit charge * • 
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2596 invested 

internationally 

75% invested in the UK 


■ No extrachaTgefor 
monthtysavings ; v 


Monthly savings from 
only £50 per month 


We provide a totally independent service. 

We do not give financial advice. 

We simply provide the information which 
enables you to make your own decisions. 


p jj psy& : - 
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Lump sum investments 
from £1000 


- . FOYfaB writfamdetJHip^tgqg vs op 0^5 738? 93 (load call rates), quoting refe re nce IT. between 

1 9CT^8pT^7d^ , aWtt^.or MPpta teg»i»«p^bdqwtnblodc«3if»ttalsandTrtUTTiit(nort ai TfpTeqKiied)tor- 
NonivtiftlteWwTtf^b Seryfe^Uia^d, FREEPOST ANC 4247, Norwich NR1 3BR. 


Name 

Address 


O Our FREE GUIDES give you the facts 
O You compare the rates of the top providers 
O We arrange your policy for you 
O We refund your first two months premium 


i 2 : . 
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Daytime tel no: 


Postcode 
Evening tel no: 


Policy Choice Direct 

The financial people who let you choose 


Data Uut you pnnrtde may be used by 

Nwwlcti Union group cpmpantaa, your 
IkiancM *M«r or other nhnt 
wganiMbnro Cor marketing purposes mefi 
as marfcrt research and contact i ng you 
regarding your future insurance and 
nwesbnent needs. 


D 


NORWICH 

UNION 


For yw* ix ote cti on all telepbone cads wdl 
be mended. The value d and name from 
PEPs may (all and you may not get back 
the amount invested. Funds invested abroad 
may alter wftfi exchange rale fluctoatkms. 
lnfwmataVadvfce wfi only relate to 
Norwich Union predicts. 


k CALL US FREE 

0500 813913 


Introducing the Postal 60 Account from 
Woolwich Direct. 

The highest quaHty of service because its 

the Woolwich. 

StralG^itforwaitl and convenient because it's 
direct, to you r door. 

Operating your account by post means we can 
offer you higher rates on a minimum 
Investment of £2£00. What's more, you can make 
one no-penafty, instant withdrawal a year. 

For a higher interest rate from the Woolwich, 
direct to your door, cad us free now quoting rat 
I Pin on: 0800 60 60 40. 

For ytwr security, tetephonn cuwertetforw may te reconfod. 

HIGH INTEREST RATES 01 



C*. >7 \~. ■ 



wool wieri 
direct 


.. t Except the buying to seffing 

No one protects more, sp^ad of o.5%. 


Xttlt-isli l /((..'I F. .rt ;. ■(,.• i^n i, ,•» imurJ is m^iAnr J It At Frnorul fmvnwwr Aorftnrirv RrpdjteJ It IXtf-fi 


Not all insurances and investments are suitable for everyone. 
If you have any doubt about suitability seek expert advice 
Pofiqr (taro Drna Pi£ is u appointed NfmoUne d Pior finnciil 
•tedhnr*»d hr tk Fenoial (wstmnt Authority hr aratnat broinoi 


HIGH INTEREST RATES DIRECT TO YOUR tf.ffO R 
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IP find OUT WHAT’S ON TV, WHERE TO GO AND WHEN, READ THE EYE TODAY 


Whatever 
happened to. 

Acid 

rain? 


Remember? 

Add rain was i 
destruction of the human race. 
As it silently ate away at the 
cracks of British heritage, abroad 
it was destroying the rain forests 
and stealing our oxygen. 17 years 
ago this month, a report was 
released saying that aod rain is 
seriously contaminating Britain’s 
lakes and rivers. Public and press 
combined to bring the problem 
to the attention of the politicians: 
a fuss was kicked up and action 
was supposedly taken. But has 
this had any effect? 


What is add rain? 

For a lopg time if was thought 
that it was caused simply by the 
sulphur diaride emissions result- 
ing from the burning of coal. Kit 
this may not be the most impor- 
tant cause after all and over the 
last few years, nitrous oxides 
have been increasingly blamed. 

57 million Britons sweat and 
exhale between 2500 and 14,000 
tonnes of ammonia every year. 
This is as potent an air polluter 
as other chemicals that are pro- 
duced when fuels are burnt. 


The casualties 

Jo July last year, add rain was 

blamed for causing £30,000 
damage to 50 classic cars at a 
rally in the Borders. Cam- 
bridge's focal point, the 550- 
year-old King's College Chapel, 
is also being gnawed away by the 
contaminated rainwater. But 
Britain was never really under 
too much threat from add rain: 
tor more damaging are the 
effects it has in South East Asia. 

British pollutants also caused 
add rain in Sweden and the 


Netherlands. In 1993, the 
Swedish environment minister 
accused Britain of threatening 
his country's economy and envi- 
ronment by failing to do its fair 


terpart, Thorbjorn Bemtsen, 
was not so polite, calling the Sec- 
retary of State for Environment 
a drittsekk - shitbag. 

What was done about it? 

At first, the blame for add rain 
was placed squarely on the 
shoulders of sulphur dioxide. 


and consequently expensive 
action was taken to try and 
curb the emissions produced 
from burning coal. But now 
there is confusion over just how 
potent the effects of sulphur 
dioxide are. 

And now? 

The amount of nitrogen oxides 
in the air is increasing. Just one 
cause is increasing emissions 
from cars, rising 38 per cent 
between 1986 and 1991 despite 
the introduction of catalytic 
converters. 




. _ experir 

Uphookin Hampshire was con- 
ducted to test the effect of sul- 
phuric add and ozone on trees. 
Five plot of forest have been 
continuously fumigated with sul- 
phur dioxide or ozone ever since 
to test the theory that this causes 
the trees to die. They thrived. . 

The future 

According to the Department of 
Environment, things could not 
be belter. In December they 


announced that the IfK was 
among the first countries t»» 
sign up to the UNECE Second 
Sulphur Protocol which com- 
mits Britain lo anting sulphur 
dioxide emissions by St I per call 
of the levels of the l9S0s. 

Elsewhere, the outlook is not so 
rosy. According to official 
sources, the use of energy, and 
with it the emissions of sulphur 
dioxide, will treble during the 
next 20-30 wars. 


Sam Coates 



Whizzing 
past the 
window at 
regular 
intervals are 
the legs 
of an 
impossibly 
slim woman 
dangling 
from a 
trapeze 


R ob used to play Rugby. 
He dropped out for a 
year because of injuries 
aod was taken to Circus Space 
by a friend. Ordinary people, 
when they’ve got injuries, take 
up low-impact sports tike titling 
around, or moaning about 
getting old. Not Rob. He took 
up tumbling, then acrobalance 
and then the flying trapeze. 
Now he works there as well. 
This is bow modem youth runs 
away to join the circus. 

We’re not very good at circus 
in this country. Indeed, “circus 
skills” has become a shorthand 
catch -all insult, like “trainspot- 
ting", “anorak” and “chalet 
girl”. The phrase conjures 
images of drunks in freezing 
caravans supplementing their 
income through unlocked 
windows. That, or blokes with 
beards and ponytails cross- 
legged on the floor, running 
foam-rubber balls up their arms 
while giving expositions on 
advanced spliff-roliing. 

Circus Space aims to change 
this: built in the shell of Shored- 
itch Power Station, 
they run BTECs, practice 
for pros and classes in 
everything from knife 
throwing and whip crack- 
ing to clowning. So 
deadly is their aim, 
they're acting as one of 
the venues for the up- 
coming London Interna- 
tional Mime Festival. 

Waiting in the recep- 
tion area (parquet floor, 
round tables. No Smok- 
ing signs) for Rob to show me 
what’s what, I peer through a 
picture window. Six people in 
loose garb - mostly sweats, but 
there's a T-shirt and down pants 
in there- bounce off a trampette 
and starfish in the air. Whizzing 
past the window at regular in- 
tervals arc the legs of an im- 
possibly slim woman danglmo 
from a trapeze. I'm reflecting on 
the rule learned and forgotten 
at school - that only girts with 
straight hair are good at gym - 
when a man speaks behind me. 
“I just had a cup of coffee,” he 
says. 1 haven’t had one in ages. 
It’s made me go realty hyper. 
Really stressed.” Ah. 

Rob comes back from the 
shop and leads me up a 
comdor. At the foot of the stairs 


hang bits of A4 paper. They say 
things like “male partner 
required for longterm partner- 
ship with young girl performing 
adagio and aerial work. 
Directed by lop circus director” 
and “for sale: Japanese Unicy- 
de, 24ins wheel, very tittle 
used”. Rob’s a nice guy, even 
though he's on a mission, tike 
fit people always are, to stress 
how easy their craft is. “You 
don’t haw to be hyper-fit at all,” 
he says. “It's not a long-capacity 
. And all of them tone you. 


p ou find your muscles get 
stronger quite quickly.” The 
thought of my keyboard-shot 
arms trying to hold me onto a 
bar for more than two seconds 
turns me green. 

On the petit volante, impos- 
sibly slim woman swings for- 
ward, pointing her toes, back, 
lifting her bum to avoid the plat- 
form (“when people start,” says 
Rob, “you see them hitting 
their legs all the time”), flips 
over and hangs by her legs. A 
bearded man hooks his feet into 
the cradle, 20ft in the air, drops 



to vertical from his knees, and 
proceeds to pull up to hori- 
zontal using only his stomach 
muscles. Your tummy needs to 
be more washboard than wash- 
bag to do something tike thaL 

The tumbling dass continues. 
It’s led by Adrian, once a British 
Youth Gymnast His left fore- 
arm is in plaster. “He did it at 
his gym,” says Rob. “He was on 
the high bare, doing spins. They 
wear these gloves to protect 
their hands. His glove snagged.” 
Adrian kept spinning while his 
hand didn't. He broke his arm 
in two places. “Gean breaks, 
though,” says Rob. 

The tumblers queue for the 
trampette; they’ve graduated to 
mid-air somersaults, trying to hit 
the crash-mat -doubled up now 


so it’s 4ft thick - upright Most 
land on their backs, or pitch for- 
ward and finish the manoeuvre 
prone on the plastic. One girl 
- she’s got the ponytail bit 
right, but the rest isn’t follow- 
ing naturally - has little luck 
even hitting the trampette. She 
takes a run-up, goes “oops, 
sony”, runs back again, runs up 
again, goes “oops, sony" again 
and gets the giggles. A man in 
trainers has been walking for- 
wards and backwards on the 
tight-wire- it's about 2ft off the 
ground - solidly for about an 
hour and a half. One would 
have thought boredom would 
have set in, but tight-wire 
obviously has equivalent prop- 
erties to computer games. 

The people on the trapeze - 
what do you call them? 
swingers? trapezoids? - take it 
in turns to strap on a safely 
harness called a Lunge, though 
whether this name was derived 
from lungeing horses or lunge- 
ing towards the ground is 
shrouded in mystery. Secured 
to the ceiling by a series of 
pulleys, it prevents 
the athlete from 
plummeting too 
quickly. “You need 
it.” Rob had said 
earlier. “When I first 
started, I was con- 
centrating so hard 
on my trick that I for- 
got to hold on to the 
trapeze.” It’s fun 
watching people let 
go and swoop down 
in slomo: it reminds 
me of Lulu as Peter Pan. 

They fling themselves from 
the bar and catch the hands of 
the man on the cradle. The tum- 
blers come off the floor and pre- 
pare to go out into the night. 
Everyone, it seems, has come by 
bike. London’s bike riders are a 
serious lot The sub-group no 
longer consists of people who’ve 
lost their driving licences; nowa- 
days it’s a way of defining your- 
self. As they strap on anti-taxi 
protection, they make plans. 
“You here Monday?” “Sure 
am. It’s part of my New Year’s 
Resolution to get my aree over 
here more often/’ “Yeah. It’s 
part of everybody’s. Thar's why 
the classes are so fulL Give ’em 
a couple of weeks, though, and 
they’ll have gone off the idea.” 
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How to be a man: walk tall, knit 


I n the beginning, there were 
thing? that wriggled. After 
a while, there were things 
that could swam. Some of these 
hauled themselves out of the 
water and learnt to flop. In 
time, they progressed from a 
flop to a crawl; and from there 
it was a short step to things 
that could waddle, hop, gallop, 
scamper and swing from 
branch to branch. And finally, 
there were things that could 
walk: us. 

Walk (Radio 3, Sunday) was 
a mildly pretentious look at 
what our peculiar method of 
locomotion has come to mean 
in the 20th century when, in 
Patrick Wright’s phrase, it has 
“been reinvented as a philo- 
sophical investigation perched 
on legs". He’d gathered an 
impressive - or depressing, 
depending on your point of 
view - amount of evidence in 
support of this statement: 
Richard Mabey on walking as 
a means of staking out terri- 
tory; Richard Long reciting 
one of his walking poems (and 
coming across, in the absence 
of any visual stimulation, as 
surprisingly pedestrian); 
Richard Holmes on following 
in the footsteps of Coleridge 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


and Wordsworth, and feeling 
how the rhythms of their walks 
infected their poetry; Iain Sin- 
clair (I assume - names and 
voices weren't always easy to 
connect) on following in the 
footsteps of William Blake, 
and seeing how his rambles 
through London were bodied 
out in the rambling visions of 
“Jerusalem”; and Tom Paulin 
on the vocabulary of walking 
- sauntering, “soodling”, 
“going on the dander”. 

At times, we seemed to be 
wandering away from the path, 
and it ended in a very flat- 
footed fashion, with a poem 


about, roughly, a Czech perfor- 
mance artist walking from Rim- 
baud’s grave to WiUtara Blake’s. 
The programme was at its best 
when it kept its feel firmly on the 
ground, standing on particular 
examples. Mabcv, for instance, 
sounded sententious on the sub- 
ject of walking as territorial 
Haim , because he talked in gen- 
eral terms: the same point 
sounded for more convincing 
when Tom Paulin conjured the 
spectre of Drumcree (he was 
also good on thfe strangeness of 
walking in woods for someone 
brought up in unwooded North- 
ern Ireland). And the sheer 
weight of data offered on the 
connection between poetry and 
walking made that persuasive: 
nobody mentioned it, but pre- 
sumably this has something to 
do with why lines are divided up 
into feet. 

Still, you did feel that all this 
emphasis on the spiritual sig- 
nificance of walking obscured 
a more important point - it's 
mechanical significance. We 
didn’t, after all, evolve into 
bipedal animals because it 
made us into more effective 
poets but because it offered us 
some selective advantage at 
some time in the past. This is 


one ot' the main topics of 
Slaves to Nature (Radio 4. 
Thursday), a three-part stroll 
through current ideas about 
human evolution. Last week 
we got the latest thinking on 
uprightness, which is that it was 
a good way of regulating body 
temperature as the .African cli- 
mate wanned up a few million 
years ago: walking upright 
exposes less of your Ixxly to the 
noonday sun and more of it to 
cooling air-currents: it also 
uses less energy than knuckle- 
trailing. Once this was sorted 
oul too, we could stop panting 
quite so much, which made 
speech possible. 

All this was plausible hut 
somehow rather dissatisfying. 
Much more exciting was this 
week's suggestion that what 
gave Homo sapiens the edge 
over other hominid species 
was that we developed 
needlework. You can evolve 
all the layers of subcutaneous 
fat you like, goes the thinking, 
but if somebody else has conic 
up with a decent shirt (hen 
once the next ice age rolls in 
they're going to be laughing at 
you. It's irrational. 1 know, but 
f somehow feel 1 ought to 
learn to knit. 


A right royal linguistic revolution 


T he last time you looked in 
a dictionary, “royal” was 
an adjective. The next 
time, it will have mutated into 
a noun. “The royals” was the 
sobriquet used by one and all on 
Monarchy: The Nation Decides 
(ITV, Tues), from Trevor 
McDonald all the way down to 
the born-again socialist Max 
Clifford. Vfe now refer to the 
“royals" instead of the Royal 
Family, much as we say “pri- 
vates” instead of “private 
parts”: the second half of the 
phrase has been cut adrift, 
marooned by mass linguistic 
indolence. Forget the tele- 
phonic vole of confidence: that 
ought to tell the sovereign a 
thing or two about how highly 
the monarchy is esteemed. 
Even loyal subjects say “royals” 
as if it’s cockney rhyming slang. 
(As in royal yacht: snot Or 
royal box: bollocks etc) 

Given the ugly mood of the 
debate, it’s no wonder that the 
most strident panellist was a 
popular thriller writer with a 
basic training in catering to the 
mob. Frederick Forsyth took 
the pulse of the audience and 
concluded that only blood- 
curdling arrogance would earn 
him the elbow room to have his 
say. “Shut up and listen”, the 
words be scowled at anyone else 
on the panel who dared to 
challenge him, could turn into 
one of those catchphrases inad- 
vertently handed down to the 
nation by television. A bit tike 



Weather 



The British Isles 


General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

Pressure will be low to the north and west of the 
British Isles over the next few days with a mild 
southwesterly flow. 

Today, sleet and snow over Scotland will turn to 
rain as strong southerly winds bring a rise in tem- 
perature. However, the Northern Isles will start dry 
with rain, sleet and strengthening winds to come. 
Nonhem Ireland will get some rain and a strong 
southerly wind, but it will be milder than of late. 
Meanwhile, rain, sleet and snow will be spreading 
east across England and Wales, but with the snow 
mostly on northern hills. 

Sunday will be milder almost everywhere, with 
southwesterly winds. However, it will be very cloudy 
with some rain or drizzle in the north and west. 

Monday and Tuesday will see showery rain over 
Scotland and Northern Ireland with strong south- 
westerly winds. There should, though, be plenty of 
dry weather across England and Wales with lighter 
winds. The wetter, windier weather will move slowly 
southeast around midweek. However, it should stay 
fine and dry across central and eastern England. 


Europe and The World 


Jasper Rees 

the week on television 


“Do I not like that” (or, accord- 
ing to Carlton's exhaustive 
research, “Do I not like that 
Parker-Bowles woman”). 

Among the multitude of 
panellists invited by Roger 
Cook to say their piece in 10 
seconds was Rosalind Miles, 
captioned here as a historian. 
When she cropped up two 
nights earlier on FutureWatch 
(BBC1, Sun) she was billed as 
a psychologist and sociologist 
Assuming she didn’t switch 
careers some time on Monday, 
we can attribute the discrep- 
ancy to one of two causes. 
Either Carlton deemed the 
longer job description too poly- 
syllabic for an audience in no 
mood for anything but short, 
sharp Anglo-Saxon. Or they 
simply made a mistake, to go 
with all the others jostling nois- 
ily under the vast overarching 


AA Roadwatch 


mistake of the programme’s 
actual existence. 

Later that night, the people's 
channel redeemed itself with 
Avi Lewis's wonderfully roomy 
profile of David Bowie: An 
Earthling at 50 (ITV; Tucs). For 
reasons even the baying monar- 
chist mob might he able to 
work out. turned up in the' 
same week as Alan Ycntob’s 
parallel interview in Changes: 
Bowie at 50 (BBC2, Sal). There 
was an unavoidable overlap: 
the questions, the answers, and 
the fact that both interviewers 
designed their interviews to be 
as much about themselves as 
about their interviewee. Ycntob 
in particular, who made a sem- 
inal rockumentary about Bowie 
in the mid-Seventies, was revis- 
iting not only Bowie’s but also 
his own creative peak. 

But the textbook tells of qvo 
ways to make an arts docu- 
mentary, and here they both 
were: the conventional narra- 
tive interview, and the mimetic 
essay that pays its subject the 
compliment of imitation. Yen- 
tob kicked off on top of a sky- . 
scraper in Manhattan, affording 
a dear, lofty view of straight 
lines. Lewis, meanwhile, was 
down there in the mayhem of 
the streets, hunting for Ziggy 
among the muddle of cultural 
signposts. Yentob induded a 
dip from his old Omnibus film 
of Bowie cut-and-pastmg his 
lyrics. In more exploratory style, 
Lewis opted to do the shuffling 


for him, editing his aaswers 
info an illuminating new order. 
It's been done before in Bowie 
profiles, but never as resource- 
fully. In one wittily reductive 
sequence, the grab-bag of 
names Bowie dropped in the 
course of the interview were 
dubbed together into a half- 
minute index: there (he man 
was. distilled to the essence of 
a single list 

One of Bowie's bans nioLt 
claimed that “the 21st century 
began in the 1970s”. We got 
round to confronting the moral 
quandaries it might throw up in 
FutitrrU'btch. the week's other 
debating chamber. The set was 
a steel steal from Bowie's Glass 
Spider tour (or, to its friends, 
the White Elcpharu lour). In 
the chair, gesticulating like an 
unfulfilled mime artist was tele- 
vision’s upmarket sensational- 
ist Michael Buerk. Bowie's 
career may preach the value ol' 
eclecticism, but like historian- 
psychologist-sodologisr Ros- 
alind Miles, how many jobs can 
Buerk credibly hold down? 
When he read the lead item on 
The Nine O’clock News 
(BBC1, Thurs) about yachts- 
man Tbny Baltimore's miracu- 
lous escape, you could just pio 
ture him introducing the same 
item on 999. Newsreaders like 
McDonald and Buerk ore hired 
to bring moral authority to 
their extramural work, but the 
more widely they rent it out. the 
more that authority is eroded. 


The Sky at Night 
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A406 Greater London. Angd Road, 
Upper Edmonton. Major roadworis user 
Lee V&fley Viaduct to aid lanes, flyovers 
aod omnekto the North Grcular. 

M5 Gkuu-steisiiiic. J13 Snood (A419 
Stnoetuusc), major laadMita oo thejeoo- 
tioo rcuodaboutvrith only one lane open. 
Ejpca ddays of tiroes leaving orjccnng 

the MS. 

M32 G ta u agfersto e. Between Jl Ham- 
brook (A4I74Btiaof Ring Road) andJ2 
Stapleton (B4469 EastvHk). Ixog-tenn 
roadworks with a sfXitbOvioInnntrafloa'ai 
peak times. 

N<8QiycfEcfc b nr^b.JIINcwteidgcSpur 
(M9). Major roadworks. Down to 2 lanes 
oo the roundabout. Delays Ekdy an a& 
approaches. 

A3S CamndL TUddom. near Botina. 
Tgrqv ra r y tr affe lights are Gkciy tn gmse 
detoys. 

Devon A3SI. Sakxsnbe dip. TngtmmBh. 
Long tom roadworks continue with traf- 
fic contra! ai tencs. 

A3SDtaseL Barrack Road, ChriadBndL 
Lane dosed both ways fee wot cm a new 
roundabout. 


Out and about with AA Roadwatch 
caR 0338 401 far lie taea local and na- 
tional Dane nans. Source; The Automobile 
Assodaoon. Cans cnaread a 39p per mn 
(cheap rate) 49p per irtn (a* other nmes) 
Inc VAT. 


Saturn and the 
moon in Pisces 
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»-n?am 

4:15pm 


Moon rises 949*n 
Moan sets 7:44pm 

Wlmooife January 23 


T he next seven days see the Moon waxing from a modest 
crescent this evening to a substantial gibbous Moon by 
the end of the week. Our natural satellite makes a 
complete ciruit of the sky each month, so its position againsi 
the background of stars changes noticeably from night to 
night, as do its rising and setting rime. 

On Monday and Tuesday (the 13th and 14th>, the Moon 
acts as a useful signpost for finding the planet Saturn in the 
early evening sky. On Monday, the Moon lies just below 
Saturn in the south-western sky. By the next night, it is 
somewhat above the planeL During the day the pair win 
have passed within two degrees of each other. The dance of 
the Moon and Saturn takes place in the somewhat 
inconspicuous zodiacal constellation of Pisces. The Moon 
and naked-eye planets routinely make close encounters in 
the sky since their paths are all confined to a relatively 
narrow band of constellations. 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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The big picture 


Thirty Two Short Films 
About Glenn Gould 
Sat 10.55pm BBC2 

Before you go and see the much 
raved-about Shine, here's a chance 
to compare it with another virtuoso 
piece about a pianist - Francois 
Girard’s excellent and truly original 
movie about the eccentric Canadian 
ivories tickler Glenn Gould (above). 
Gould's life (he died in 1982 aged 
50) is remembered in 32 brief 
snatches (some dramatised, others 
featuring the real Gould) - a 
structuring device borrowed from 
Bach's Goldberg Variations. 


THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 11 JANUARY 1997 


Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 

S ir Waiter Scott’s medieval romance, Ivanhoe 
(published in 1819), has had two notable screen 
versions made of it - a jolly 1958 TV series with 
a fresh-faced Roger Moore in the title role, and the 
fuJl-bloodedl952 film starring namesakes Robert and 
Elizabeth Taylor. The book is also responsible for a 
pallid 1982 TV-movie starring Anthony Andrews, of 
all people, as the swashbuckling avenger knight 
There is nothing pallid about the BBC’s new 
Ivanhoe (Sun BBC1), which delights in the muck and 
realism of 12th-century life in a way that Scott’s 
historically wobbly novel never did. Ivanhoe, in 
case you didn’t (mow, is King Richard Ts right- 
hand seigneur, falsely accused of betraying the 
Uonheart to the blackmailing Austrians. He returns 
to England to clear his name, betroth himself to 
the already betrothed Rowena and generally rid the 
kingdom of weaselly Prince John (a delicious cameo 
of depraved weakness by Ralph Brown). The stills of 
actOT Steven Addington (imagine the Liverpool 
defender Mark Wright with a bad perm) make you 
worry that he might be in the Anthony Andrews class 


TX: Children of the Revolution Sat 7.35pm BBC2 
Naked Classics Sun 7.30pm C4 
Assignment Sun 9pm BBC2 
Ivanhoe Sun 9.20pm BBC1 
People’s Century Sun 10.30pm BBC1 

history. By coincidence or not, the ongoing People’s 
Century (Sun BBC1 ), now dumped on to late Sunday 
evening, looks at the 20 years of Mao’s ‘‘great leap for- 
ward". For the truer understanding of this tumultuous 
epoch, though, catch Children of the Revolution. 

Back with classical musicians. Naked Classics (Sun 
C4) this v:?k looks at child prodigies - including a 
1 0-year-old Korean girl who knocks off perfect 
violin adagios like most children her age knock off 
blotchy water colours of crooked houses and stick 
people. It’s up to Nigel Kennedy, once a child prodigy 
himself before he was re-invented in his thirties as a 
punk - rebel, to read out the dictionary definition of a 
prodigy - "something monstrous or abnormal". 

Assignment (Sun BBC2) exposes another destina- 
tion for paedophile sex tourism. Sri Lanka. Accord- 
ing to the UN, one in five tourists to this beautiful 
but dirt-poor island, come to have sex with under-age 
children - mainly boys. The childrens's value in the 
scheme of things is articulated by a pimp, who offers 
an undercover journalist an all-in package for $50 of 
“a hotcL, air-conditioning, a boy, Fanta Cola..."- 



of Ivanhoe. but he translates better in the flesh, as it 
were. The adaptation is by Deborah Cook and the 
direction, by Stuart Orme, delights, as it should, in the 
out-and-out romance of the piece (eyes are lighted in 
moments of passionate significance, for example). 
Good stuff. I shouldn't be surprised if this becomes 
th ePoldork dews jours. 

Hie other must-see of the weekend is a repeat - 
David Hinton’s Bafta Award-winning film. Children 
of the Revolution (Sat BBC2), reuniting classical 
musicians who studied together at Beijing’s Central 
Conservatoire during the Cultural Revolution. 
“Studied" is a relative term here, as most of their time 
was spent forming Red Guard units, beating and 
“re-educating" their teachers, and categorising com- 
posers as either “useful and harmless" (Beethoven fell 
into this one), “useless and harmless 1 or “useless and 
harmful". Eventually Chairman Mao had no more use 
for his child crusaders and packed them off to Inner 
Mongolia, where they had nothing left to do but 
till the semi-barren fields and purge each other. A 
stunning insight into a little understood moment in 


Saturday television and radio 



The big match 

World Professional Darts 
Sat 4pm BBC1 


The only sport unlikely to be affected 
by the weather this weekend Is the ■ 
Embassy World Darts Championship. 
For those of you hitherto unconcerned 
with the upheavairin the world of 
feathers, the sport is going the way 
of boxing, with the top players fighting 
it out in the Sky-sponsored WDC World 
Darts Championship (cunent champ 
Phil Taylor), while the rump (or should 
that be the gut?) throw for the Embassy 
World Championship down in deepest 
Surrey. Bullseye refugee Tony Green 
(above) is your commentator. 



BBC 1 

7.05 The Pink Panther (R) (75556951. * 

7.25 News and Weather (3932701). * 

7.30 Children's BBC: Iznogoud. 7.40 Speed Racer. 

8.05 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 

8.30 The New Adventures of Superman 
9.15 Live and Kicking. 

12.12 Weather (7070850). 

12.15 Grandstand: 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1.05 Racing from Leopanlstown. 1.1 5 Tennis - 
Sydney International: highlights of Tim Henman’s 
semi-final match against Goran Ivanisevic. 1.30 
Racing from Leopardstown. 1.45 Tennis.- Preview 
of the Australian Open, which begins in Melbourne 
next week. 2.00 Racing from Leopardstown: the 
2.10 Ladbroke Hurdle in Ireland, Europe's most 
lucrative handicap hurdle. 2.15 Tennis. 2.30 
Racing from Leopardstown. 2.45 Olympic 
Magazine: a look ahead at some of the sports in 
next year's Winter Olympics from Nagano in Japan. 

3.30 Table Tennis. 3.55 FootbaFF Half-times. 4.00 
Darts - First semi-final of the Embassy World 
Championship. See The big match, above. 

4.40 Final Score (5J (21104614). 

5.20 News and Weather (9338430). * 

5.30 Regional News and Sport (263508). 

535 Cartoon fj 947 48). 

5.45 The Simpsons. Nice to see this work of genius 
getting the wider appreciation it deserves (and 
check the gathering moral indignation from the 
Telegraph/Spectator end of the political spectrum). 
This week, Homer snitches on Krusty the Clown 
after seeing him commita robbery fSJ (510492). 
6.10 Due South ( S J (537966). * 

6.55 Noel's House Party (S) (345072). 

■ 7.50 The National Lottery Live fSJ (262968). * 

8.05 Casualty. Charlie and Baz understandably freak out 
when nanny Margaret turns up at Holby A & E with 
baby Louis and a blood-stained nappy (455879). 

8.55 News and Sport (Followed by Weather ) (921985). 

9.14 Natio nal Lottery Update (456782). 

9.15 BBS Deadly Invasion (Rockne S O' Barman 1994 
US). Killer bees from South America move north to 
terrorise an all-Americaii family Kind of gets you 
rooting for the little'uns, doesn't it As anyone who 
saw tiie recent Equinox film about this particular 
breed of killer bees will know, this is loosely based 
on real-life happenings (SJ (4083782). * 

10.40 Match of the Day. Aston Villa v Newcastle United 
is the main event (S) (8773985). * 

11.45 The Frank Skinner Show (R) (S) ( 206256 1 * 
12.15 Top of the Pops. With Erasure, Blur, Kavanahand 

Terrorvision (S) (77725). * 

12.45 BDa The Experts (Dave Thomas 1988 US). 

Before John Travolta recreated himself as a cult 
item, he starred in this feeble comedy about two 
hip New Yorkers who become part of a KGB plot 
to teach Russian spies how to act American. 

Within two years, MacDonalds would be doing It 
for them (357812). 

2.15 Wfeather (1901 541). To 2.20am. 


BBC 2 

7.05 509 Desperate Search (Joseph Lewis 1952 US). 
Howard Keel and Jane Greer lead the search for 
their two children, missing after their plane crashes 
in Brit ish Columbia (3006411). 

8.10 BED Good OW Boy (Tom G Robertson 1988 US). 
Rites of passage for a 12-year-old boy in wartime 
Mississippi (28014275). 

10.00 Chanakya (S) (1713625). 

10.35 Network East The winner of the supermodei 

competition is announced and singer Aklaq Ahmed 
talks about his career (SJ (6535782). 

11 20 Q Asia (S) (5613850). 

11.55 The Natural Worid:Trret»rrd. Flamingo life in the 
African Rift Valley (R) (S) (7183879). * 

12.45 Film 97 with Barry Norman (S) (774072). * 

1.15 BBS Artists and Models (Frank Tashlin 1955 US). 
New York cartoon 1st Dean Martin uses the wacky 
dreams of hs pal (Jerry Lewis) as the inspiration for 
his str ip. Shirley MacLaine co-stars (97722324). 

3.00 B19 How to Succeed in Business Without ReaDy 
Trying (David Swift 1967 US). Musical satire with 
Robert Morse recreating his Broadway rote as the 
window deaner using his wiles to climb the 
corporate ladder. The Frank Loesser score is 
choreographed by Bob Fosse (53898). 

5.00 TOTP 2 (S) (9459362). L 

5.45 Darts: World Championship. The semi-linais 
(2305237). 

7.10 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (939459). 

7.25 What the Papers Say. With Kevin McGuire of the 

Daily Mirror (S) (1 1 5891). 

735 Tx: Children of the Revolution. See Preview, above 
(R)(S) (886140). * 

9.00 Till Death Us Do Part An epsiode from 1972 finds 
Atf Garnett visiting the hospital to meet his new 
grandson (7430). 

9.30 BBS The Hawk (David Hayman 1992 UK). 

Dourly atmospheric thriller starring Helen Mirren as 
a housewife who begins to suspect that husband 
George Costigan is a serial killer. Mirren is good - 
perhaps too good. She seems too intelligent to find 
herself in this set up in the first place (R) (S) 
(5679898). * 

10.55 BBQ Thirty TVko Short Films About Glenn Goutd. 
See The big picture, above (1993) (SJ 
(17974411). 

12.30 BOB Death of a Schoolboy (Peter Patzak 1990 
Austria). The story of the 17-year-old anarchist 
Gavrilo Prindp, who fatefully a ss as sinated 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo in 1914 (S) 
(9101522). 

1.55 Weather (2580102). To 2.00am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 6.05pm Darts. 7.25 The Noble 
Border. 7.53. A View from the Border. 7.55 
Tending the Border. 8.28 A View from the 
Border. 8.30 No Borders. 9.13 A View from the 
Border. 9. 1 5 Border Country. 9.48 A View from 
the Border. 9.50 Rim: On The Black Hill. 11.40 
Rim: Screen Two: The Hawk. 1.05 32 Short 
Rims. 


ITV/London 

6.00 GMTV: 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 6.30 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.10 Disney’s 
Wake Up in the Wild Room. 8.20 Gargoyles. 8.55 

. Masked Rider (2852 701). 

9.25 Scratchy and Co. Guests are Scottish rockers Texas 
and actor Anthony Engeiman, better known as 
Stonefish from Neighbours (S) (689981 69). 

1 1 JO The Chart Show (S) (1 0430). 

12.30 The Making of James and the Giant Peach (R) 
(92966). 

1.00 News and Weather (9647181 7). * 

1.05 London Weekend Today (96470188). * 

1.10 Stuntmasteis (R) (8036281 7). 

1.30 BOD Ambush at Tomahawk Gap (Fred Sears 
1953 US). Four ex-convicts are attacked by 
Indians while trying to retrieve their loot from an 
earlier robbery. Thoroughly undistinguished 
western with John Hodiak, John Derek and David 
Brian (9725492). 

2.50 Sea Quest DSV (SJ (19847053). 

4.45 News and Results (2 62 9985). 4 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (1514817).* 

5J20 Clueless. Cher becomes infatuated with the latest 
memberof her actingclass (1967782). * 

5.50 Sabrina the Teenage Witch (S) (535702). * 

6.15 Gladiators Celebrity Challenge. A special New Year 
charity edition (S) (357624). * 

7.15 Blind Date (Followed by National Lottery Result) 
(SJ (353898J. * 

8.15 Family Fortunes (SJ (226633). * 

8.45 News and National Lottery Update (Followed by 
Weather) (93681 7). * 

8.59 LWT Weather (41 7633). 

9.00 Happy Birthday Shirley. Queen of kitsch, 

the extraordinary Shirley Bassey, celebrates her 
60th birthday in the company of Ray Charles, Sean 
Connery, Bruce Forsyth, Joe Fbsquale and the 
Muppete. You’re kind of party? (S)(8898J. * 

10.00 BOB Midnight Sting (Michael Ritchie 1992 US). 
Enjoyable bracing scam movie - a sort of cross 
between Rocky and The Sting - with super-cool 
ex-con James Woods stumbling across an illegal 
boxing cartel and attempting to fleece ft with the 
help of ageing fist merchant Louis Gossett Jnr. A 
nicely despicable Bruce Dem is the object of the 
scam (228633). 

11 JO In Bed with Medinner. The TV series with the 
tortuously punning title returns with comedian 
Bob Mills surfing the airwaves for general 
wackiness (748256). 

12.20 UM The Final Heist (George Mihafka 1991 US). 
Fading TV star Jan-Michael Vincent [Winds of 
War, Airwolf) plays an art thief forced to come out 
of retirement and steal a priceless Van Gogh after 
his daughter is kidnapped (4771 98). * 

2.05 American Gladiators (SJ (2849522). 

2.55 Tropical Heat (SJ (7821947). 

3.55 Club Nation (R) (6122270). 

4.50 Cod Vibes (R) (38394812). 

5.05 Coach (SJ (4576202J. To 5.30am. 


Channel 4 

6.10 Early Morning: Sesame Street (R) (3372481). 

7.05 Biker Mice from Mars (R) (8126324). 

7.30 Dennis <R) (7764966). 

7.45 First Edition (7752121). 

8.00 Trans World Sport (80966J. 

9.00 The Morning Line (S) (5 7053). 

10.00 fiarreHa Football Haifa (91188). 

11.00 Btitzi(S) (7 1324). 

12.00 Voiceover Queen (7400256). 

12.15 BWSI Red Mountain (William Dieterle 1951 US). 
Alan Ladd plays a Confederate officer who joins 
notorious rebel William Clark Quantrill (John 
Ireland), buttums against him after witnessing his 
brutal methods (75 72 3 2 J. 

130 Racing from Wolverhampton and Leopardstown. 
The 2.05 ffierse Leopardstown Chase, 2.20 Tote 
All Weather Umfted Stakes, 2.35 The Ladbroke 
Hurdle, 3.20 Weathers's Group Maiden, 3.50 
Coral Handicap Stakes. Plus, recorded action from 
the 1 .20 and 1 .50 races at Wolverhampton (SJ 
(21453053). 

4.05 Frances Bissdl’s West Country Kitchen. Brie, 
honey and saffron tart is on the menu (26692 69). 

4.35 Bus Stop. Repeat behind-the-scenes glimpse of 
London’s Victoria Coach Station (R) (8876481 J. 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (SJ (4860256). * 

6.30 Rfeftt to Reply (Followed by News Summary and 
Weather) (SJ (863053). * 

7.05 Life After Soap. Former soap stars discuss the 
problems of leaving (RJ (927614 ). 

720 BBS The Desert Rats (Robert Wise 1953 UK). 
James Mason reprieves his moving portrayal of 
Rommel from The Desert Fox as Richard Burton 
commands a brigade of Aussies at the Battle of 
Tobruk (32249237). 

9.00 The Fragile Heart. 2/3. Continuing this swift repeat 
of Paula Milne's heart surgeon drama. Nigel 
Hawt horne stars (R) (SJ (4097985). * 

10.20 13im The Falcon and the Snowman (John 
Schlesinger 1985 US). Rather portentous spy 
movie based on the real-life 1 970s case of a 
Californian college drop-out (here played by 
Timothy Hutton) and his druggie friend (Sean 
Penn) who sold American spy satellite secrets to 
the Russians. It's a fascinating story whose rich 
potential is all but discarded by Schlesinger. David 
Suchet and lor! Singer co-star (S) (40798508). 

12.45 TV Pizza. Laura Kightlinger presents the first in a 
new series which trawls through the world of 
American TV. Tonight’s offerings include an 
interview with former Dallas star Charlene Tilton 
and an adult puppet show (224321 SJ. 

1.30 The Girlie Show. From last night (R) (S) (57522). 

2.00 Ricki Lake (Rl (S) (6294893). * 

2.45 Beavisand Butt-Head (R) (S) 1 4714676 ). 

3.10 Bless This House. The American sitcom of this title 
(R)(S) (32842473). 

3.40 The White Room. Featuring Oasis. David Bowie 
and PM Dawn (Ri (S) (J66S367J. 

4.40 The Beat Specials (R) (2728367). To 5.50am. 


ITV/Regions 

ftBCIU 

As London except 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (92966). 1.10 Champions of theTutura 
(55293740). 1/40 Cartoon Time (37473633/ ZOO 
Airwolf (557362 ). 330 Baywateh (7200072). 
11.50 Film: Mulder 101 (689527J. 130am Car- 
nal Knowledge (75213). 230am Sound Bites 
(7605744). 2j40am Fanu Patty Hears* (385853). 
430-530am Funky Bunker (80638). 

CHJUfHa 3 NORTH EKDTORBHIRE 
As London tscepfc 1230pm Movies, Gemes 1929661 
i in Thunder in iforadise (6604879;. 230 Cartoon 
(98652614). 2 jQ5Charmel3: Fftn: Father Came Tbo 
(5320531 2.10 tofts.- Hm: Fa ther Cams Too 
(874169/ 350 Baywateh (72Q0072). SJOGten- 
net 3- m Time (5886035) tote: Sccretne (5886033 
1 130 Instant Ftepfay (2058981 1230am to Bed with 
Medinner ( 79070961 L20am F3m: Green Berets 
(851 75454). 330am Funny Bteiness (835853671 
420an0o«re and Macnrwfc Movie Club (S408856QZ 
4.45530am Murder, She Wrote (62341021 . 

(XHTML 

As London except 1230pm Premiere (929661 

1.10 Champions of the Future (55193740). L40 
Movies, Games (74965614). 2.10 FBm: Greyfri- 
as Babby (820166). 3.45 seaQuest DSV 0051881 

5.10 Goals Extra (5886035). 4.50am Jobfinder 
(63299305). 530- 530am Asian Eye (5515980;. 
HIV 

As London except 1230pm Movies. Games and 
Videos (929661 1.10 WssL- Sportsweek (4114695). 
Wales: Airwolf (9941463). 1.45 Wfcsfc Fibre Na- 
tional Lampoon's Christmas vacation (90097256). 
205 Wales: Cartoon Time (8658947-21 235 Wafas 
Film: National Lampoon's Christmas' vacation 
(906140). 3.25 Wesb Robocop (3300879). 335 
Wales.- Robocop (4532148). 4.15 Wbst- The List 
(9425461 1130 Film: Murder 101 (6895271 
130am Carnal knowledge (752181 230am Sound 
Bites (7605744). 2.40am FSnt Patty Fiearst 
(385858;. 430-530am Funky Bunker (80638). 
MERIDIAN 

As London exxpb 1230pm Move^GamesrodWfas 
(92966). 1.10 VVbrfd of Sailing SperiaW7 14695Z 
1.45 Cartoon (40982898)- 135 Am* (8309140). 
2.55 seattwst DSV (2418966). 330 Bayw ich 
(7200072). 11.50 Film: Murder 101 (689527) 
130am Carnal Knowledge (75228L 230anfSound 
Bites (7605744 ). 2.40am Ffeifc ffetty Hearst 
(385858). 4.3 0-5. 30am Funky Bunker (836381. 
WESTCOUHTRY . . 

As Lrnkxi ocept: 1230pnri Movies, Games andVdeos 
(9296®. L10 Flrre Man About the House (977Z78791 
235 Airwolf (2428966/ 330 seaQjest DSV 
(72000721. 1130 FBrre Murder 101 (6895271 
1 30am Carnal Knowledge (75278/ 230am Sound 
Bites (7605744). 2.40am FSm: Patty HfifflSt 
(385858). 430- 530am Funky Burner (80638). 

S4C 

AsC4 ecept 6J.0am Sesame Street (3372482/ 1000 
Board Stupcf (3 8121). 1030 New Gamesmaste 
(72624). 1230 Mcuiewafch (63966/ l23Qpm F*it 
Twist <8 01 881 7). 4.05 Ben Casey (5784508/ 630 
Real VtottngSlwtfllZ 730 News (9283431 735 
Codfr To (2914546). 830 Tro Bra* Lyn Ebenezer 
(5799041. 830 UcyrisOtoortsfl 64275). 935 Hnc 
1492: The Conquest of Phradse (75917985k 
12.15am Whose Line is it Anyway? (93763). 2J0Q- 
2.45am Rictt Lake Show (6794893). 
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Radio 


Satellite 


Radio 1 

(S7.6-99.8tttiFtl} 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1.00 Jo Whiley 4.00 
John ffoel 7.00 Danny Rampling 
9.00 Rap Show 12.00 Reggae 
Dancehall Nrte 2.00 Essential Mix 
4.00-7.00am Charlie Jordan 


Radio 2 

(88-90 3WL’ FH) 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright’s Sat- 
urday Show 1.00 Arthur Smith's 
Amusing Bits 130 5mith and Jones 
Sound Off 2.00 Judi Spiers 4.00 
Nick Barradough 5.00 Diamonds 
are Forever 6.00 Bryan Ferry m 
Concert 7.00 The 01a Fitzgerald 
Songbooks 730 Shrriey Bassey in 
Concert 9.00 David Jacobs 10.00 
The Arts Programme. See Choice, 
above. 12.05 Charles Nave 4.00- 
7.00am Mo Dutta 



Choice 


The tines between art and fakery 
are blurred in tonight's Kaleidoscope 
Feature (7.20pm R4) on the 
critically acclaimed but non-existent 
poet Em Malley, and in an Arts 
Programme on tire actor as imitator, 

I Am What I’m Not (10pm R2), 
featuring new Marlene Dietrich 
look-alike Sian Phillips (left). 


Radio 3 

(90.2-9Z.WHz FID 

635am Weather; News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Sir Isaiah 
Berlin talks to Michael Berkeley. 

1.00 Threads. An exploration of 
the material world with Hannah 
Andrassy. (2/6). 

1.20 Vintage Years: The Philhar- 
monia. Examining the partner- 
ship between the Philharmonia 
and Herbert von Kara|an. 

330 The Finishing Touch. David 
Campbell is joined by pianist 
Ronan O’Hora and five students 
from the Welsh College of Mu- 
sic and Drama to play and dis- 
cuss the finer points of Brahms' 
Piano Quintet in F minor. Op 
34. (3/6). 

4.05 The BBC Orchestras. BBC 


Symphony Orchestra/Andrew 
Davis, BBC Symphony Chorus 
(women's voices). Holst: The 
Planets. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters. 

630 Uve from the Met La Bo- 
heme. Puccini's celebrated four- 
act opera about young love and 
death In a Parisian garret Cast 
Includes Marcello Glordani, 
tenor (Rodolfo), Ffotricia 
Racette, soprano (Mimi), Antho- 
ny Michaels-Moone. baritone 
(Marcello), Raul Wheian, bari- 
tone (Schaimard), Hao Jiang 
Tian, bass (Colline), Chorus and 
Orchestra of die Metropolitan 
Opera. New York/Nello Sand. 
Acts 1 and 2. (7.30-8.00 The 
James Naughtle Interview. With 
British baritone Anthony 
Mlchaels-Moore.) Act 3. (8.25- 
8.50 Bohemian Paris.) Act 4. 

930 Blue Skies. Professor Steve 
Jones attempts to quantify risk 
In art and science. 

10.00 Brecon J an Festival. Alyn 
Shipton introduces a double bill 
recorded at the 1996 festival. 
American trumpeter Tom Harren 
performs with a new sextet, and 
the young tenor saxophante* 
Joshua Redman is joined by Peter 
Bernstein (guitar), Peter Martin 


(piano), Christopher Thomas 
(bass) and Brian Blade (drums). 

1.00 Through the NjghL 

1.01 Vrolin Concertos. Jaako llkaa 
Kuusisto (violin), Odense 
SO/Janos Furst. Nielsen: Violin 
Concerto. Brahms: Violin Con- 
certo in D. 

2.15 Jazz from Toronto. 

3.50 Choral Concert. 

4.20 Sibelius. Symphony No 4. 

6.00- 7.00am Sequence. 


Radio 4 

192.4-H 6Wz FH: 198Wft UW 

6.00am News. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

7.00 Today. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 Loose Ends. 

11.00 My Father Said to Me. 

1130 From Our Own Corresponde n t 

12.00 Money Box. 

12.25 Just a Minute. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbleby's guests are Michael 
Portillo MP; shadow health min- 
ister Tessa Joweli MP-, chairper- 
son of the Broadcasting 
Standards Council, Lady Howe, 


and Andrew Faster, controller of 
the Audit Commission. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 Any Answers. 

2.30 Playhouse: The Venus Bar. 
Humorous drama by Yana Stan- 
jo in which a spotty chocoholic 
becomes involved in the adver- 
tising campaign (or a new 
chocolate bar. With Rachel 
Atkins and Nicholas Boulton. 

3.45 Hitting the Bull's-Eye. . 

4.00 island on the Edge. 

4.30 Science Now. 

5.00 Consequences. Denys Blake- 
way assesses the impact of 
British Telecom privatisation. 

5.40 Footnotes. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'Ckx*. News. 

6J25 Week Ending. 

6.50 Cafe Days. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. In 
1943 two Australian poets de- 
cided to Invent a fictional poetic 
' genius as a response to what 
they saw as an increasingly pre- 
tentious artistic avant garde. So 
taken In was the literary world 
by the works of 'Em Malley”, 
that the effects of their scam 
still reverberate today. See 
Choice, above. 

7.50 On These Days. 

830 Saturday Night Theatre: Wild 
Hops. By Sally wortxjyes. Wrth 
George Innes. (2/4). 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ten to Ten. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 The Joke. When Hungeri- 
an-bom Adam returns to his na- 
tive city of Budapest after a 40 
year absence, he is forced to 
face the consequences of a joke 
he passed on as a child. With 
John Nettles. 

11.15 The Blue Room. 

11.45 Aesthete's Foot 


12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Skxy: The Stalled 
Ox. By Saki. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00-6. 00 am As World Service. 


Radio 5 

1693. 909kHz HWi 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 11.05 
Top Gear 1135 The Game's Up 

12.05 Baker and Kelly Uplront 

1.05 Sport on Five 6.06 Six-O-Sh 

8.05 The Treatment 9.05 Dallyn 
UK 10.05 Brief Lives 1035 Wbrd 
Upl 11.00 Night Extra 12.05 
Night Talk 2.00 Up All Night 5.00- 
6.05am Morning Reports 


Classic FM 

tiOflfHOiW&FW) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum 

1.00 Alan Mann’s Packed Lunch 

4.00 Jane Markham 7.00 Russian 
Revelation 8.00 Evening Concert. 
Schubert.- Stnng Quartet in E flat; 
Mass No 2 in G; Die Schone Mul- 
lerin; Symphony No 5 in B Bat. 

10.00 The Classic Quiz 12.00 An- 
dre Leon 4.00 The Travel Guide 
5.00-6.00am Michael Fanstone 


Virgin Radio 

11215. 1197-I260WL HW 1053MHz FW 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 Je- 
remy Clark 2.00 Mark Forrest 6.00 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 
2.00-6.00am Howard Pearce 


World Service 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Quote... 
Unquote 2.00 Newsday 230 Peo- 
ple and Politics 3.00 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Music Re- 
view 4.00 Newsdesk 4.30 Short 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 530-6.0Qam Weekend 


SKY 1 


7.00am WKRP in Cincinnati (47 897 J. 
730 George (28256). 8.00 Young In- 
diana Jones Chronicles (35430). 9.00 
Star Trek: The Next Generation 
(76017). 10.00 Quantum Leap 
(17140). 11.00 Star Trek (37904). 

12.00 WWF: Blast Off (37879). 1.00 
WWF: Challenge (40527). 2.00 Kung 
Fu: The Legend Continues (95430). 

3.00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 
166097). 4.00 Star Trek: Voyager 

1 52898). 5.00 The Hit (2546 1. 

6.00 Kung Fu: Tlw Legend Continues 
153097). 7.00 Hercules; The Leg- 
endary Journeys (634921. 8.00 Cop- 
pers (96951. 830 Cops 1 1 74301. 
930 Pacific Drwe i477S2). 930 Cop 
Files (325081. 10.00 Law and Order 
(95097). 11.00 The Red Shoe Dianes 
(53527). 1130 The Mowe Show 
190985). 12.00 LAPD (42544). 
1230 The Lucy Show (95075). 1.00 
Dream On (44547). 130 The Edgp 
(90278). 2.00-7 .00am Hit M« Long 
Play (5 3763). 


SKY 2 

7.00pm Beverty Hills 90210 
( 3291091 ). a 00 Morose Place 
(8277411). 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(8297275). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (6891695). 1030 Tales from 
the Crypt (6900343). 11.00 Stand 
and Deliver (5032891). 1130 Stand 
and Deliver 15477527). 12.00- 
6.00am Hit Mix Long Play (9388075). 


SKV MOVIES 

6.00am Oh God! Book 11(1980) 
G6343) 8.00 Torch Song (1993) 
(86782). 10.00 Dad. the Angel and 
Me (1995) (56788). 12.00 The Black 
Stallion (19791 (87643). 2.00 Guard- 
ing Tess (1995) (86343). 4.00 Char- 
lie's Ghost Story (1994) (7850). 6-00 
The Tin Sold® (1995) (73879.1. 8.00 
Guarding Tess (1995) (78324). 10.00 
Wson Ivy II: Lily (1995) (830879). 
11.50 Virtual Desire (1995) 

12704) ij. 130 Double Obsession 



(1993) (3835980.1. 2.55 My New 
Gun (1992) (724075). 430-5.5 5am 
Charlie's Ghost Story (1994) (50702). 


MOVIE CHANNEL 

6.00am Youth Runs Wild (1944) 
(7261614). 7.10 High Rise Donkey 
(19801 (7402727). 8.10 The Fuzzy 
Pink Nightgown (19571 (32688053). 

10.00 Mister Dog (1995) (47430). 

12.00 Maverick (1993) (70895275). 
2.10 Three Ninjas Knuckle Up (1995) 
(199262). 4.00 The Boy cm a Dol- 
phin (1957) (5492). 6.00 Second 
Chance (1995) (64121). 8.00 Mav- 
erick (1993) (76966). 10.00 The Pa- 
per (1994) (58072). 12.00 Above 
Suspicion (1994) (7782)8). 1.40 
Body Shot (1993) (783783). 330 
The Happy Hooker 0974) (792676). 
5. 00-6. 05am Youth Runs Wild 
(1944) (68676). 


SKY MOVIES GOLD 

4.0Qpm Seven Days in May (1964) 
(9487986). 6.00 Silent Movie (1976) 
(9933879). 8.00 No Way Out (1987) 
(9938324). 10.00 Hard to Kill (1990) 
(1784904). 11.40 Spacehunter; Ad- 
ventures m the Forbidden Zone 1 1983) 
18460695). 1.15 Faster. Pussycat! hill! 
Will (1965) (55392701 2A5 The 
Mouse That Roared (1959) 
(39986560). 4.10-5.4Qam Return of 
the Bad Men (19481 (28493560J. 


SKY SPORTS 1 

7.00am World Sport Spedal (58417 L 
730 American Sports (50769). 830 
Raong News (81275). 9.00 Ice 
Hockey 03477). 10.00 The RiEby • 
Club (66430). 11.00 Hold the Back 
Page (53966). 12.00 Sports Saturday 
(30527). 2.00 Live Rugby Union 
(96467459). 4.15 Sports Saturday 
Resuns (9760572). 530 Ice Hockey 
(29607). 630 Rugby Union Update 
(93701). 830 Live Boning (988594). 

11.00 Rugby Union Update (5001 7). 

1.00 Spanish Football (26580 1. 
3.00-5.00am Boxing (5 1589J. 





SKY SPORTS 2 . . . . 

7.00am Soccer AM (4091324). 

11.00 Sports Classics (9054633 ) S 

12.00 Sports Unlimited (1479091) 

1.00 Ice Hockey (1455411). 2M 
pishing (7749530). 4.00 Sports ' . 
Classics (6838782L 5.00 Sports Un- 
limited (1410527). 6.00 WSaterspdrts. 
(1475275). 7.00 Live Spanish’ (foot- 
ball (3755707). 930 ftitbol Mundia! 
(7447492). 10.00 WdtercportS 
(9644766). 11.00 Cricket 
(6839477). 1130-1.00am WWd - 
Cup Classes (3723782). 


SKY SPORTS 3 

12.00 noon Salllr*> (93288411 ). 
1280 High Rve f 57227072k 1.00 
Motors port (20193188). 5-.00 US 
Goff ( 93209904 J. 7.00 Ice Skating 
(20770788). 8.00 Live US Golf . 
(38365121). 930 Sailing 
(67214508). 10.00 Ice Skating 
(20779459). 11.00 Sailing 
(437677277. 1130-12.00mkIn«W 
High Five (56058237). 


LIVE TV 

6.00am Agony 630 The Fashion ’ . 
Show 7.00 Revelations 730 Rate and 
Fortune 8.00 Why Fites 830 Video ' 
Box 9.00 Psychic Pet Show 930 . . 
Fashion 10.00 Revelations 1030 

Agony 11.00 PSychte Pet Shew 

17-30 Fate and Fortune 12.00 GaiTs 
Campus Capers 1230 Why Files 

1.00 Nation Uve 1.15 Looking for 
Love 130 Psychic Pet Show 230 
Fashion 230 Agony 330 Fate and. 
Fortune 330 Pin Money 430 Sport 
Uve 5.00 Agony 530 Eva's Seventies 
Ftop Shew 6.00 Fashion 630 Sport 

7.00 Pin Money 730 Revelations 

8.00 Psyche Pet Show 830 Agony 
9.03 Fashion 930 Looking for Love 
9-45 The Bottom Line KMS'Sport 
1030 Stand-Up 11.03 Fate and For- 
tune 1130 The Sex Show 1233 :• 
Revelations 1230 Kiss TY 130- 
fLOfam Night-Time Programmes 


FILMS LOSE THEIR EDGE UNLESS YOU WATCH THEM ON A 
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After this week’s television poll on the future of the monarchy, Jack O’Sullivan plots a career strategy 
for the would-be Charles III, while James Cusick considers pretenders to the Scottish throne 


Dump Camilla 
and find us a 
new Queen 


T he public image of the 
Prince of Wales is appar- 
ently to be given a 
facelift We are told that a five- 
year strategy is being devel- 
oped, aimed at restoring his 
reputation in time for the 
Queen's Golden Jubilee in 
2002. By then, the Palace (that 
talking building) hopes tbat 
the Prince's divorce from Diana 
will be a fading memory, 
antipathy towards his mistress, 
Camilla Parker- Bowles, will 
have waned and we’ll all be 
cheerfully waiting with the 
bunting for the succession of 
King Charles FTI. 

At least that’s the plan. And 
a few new advisers, including 
Tom Shebbeare, director of 
the Prince’s Trust, have been 
drafted in to augment gristing 
courtiers, who have so far 
failed to make Charles popu- 
lar. The effort to improve the 
Prince’s public standing now 
involves many people from 
beyond traditional royal circles, 
including Jona than Porritt, the 
environmental campaigner, 
and Jonathan Dimbleby, the 
broadcaster. 

Bui they have a tough job, 
promoting a man whom the 
public has come to regard, to 
coin a phrase Charles once 
used, as a monstrous carbuncle. 
The Prince's poor standing was 
demonstrated yet again this 
week when the audience of 
Carlton’s TV’s great debate on 
the monarchy said they would 
prefer Princess Anne to suc- 
ceed to the throne. 

So can the PR initiative 
make Charles loveable? I doubt 
it. For one thing, the Prince 
finds it impossible to listen to 
any advice for long. He has run 
through a lengthy list of private 
secretaries, from Edward 
Adeane, who moved on after 
Charles set aside royal eti- 
quette and started criticising 
the nation's architects, to 
Richard Aylard, who left 
recently after being blamed 
when Charles’s confession of 
adulleiy proved a PR failure. 

It is also clear that at 48, the 
Prince is incorrigible. His long- 
standing relationship with Mrs 
Parker- Bowles, so damaging to 
public opinion, is, we are told, 
"not negotiable". Nor does he 
wish to change his lifestyle. The 
group will instead focus on 
remarketing what the Prince 
does already, highlighting his 
charitable work for the Prince’s 
Trust, his campaigns against ugjy 
architecture and his belief in 
conservation. 

Yet even the cleverest mar- 
keting wfll not save Charles. 
Forget the polo matches, the 
flying, the action man poses. 
They may be what matters to 
Prince Charles as proof that he 
is man enough to be king. But 
they are not what the rest of us 
consider when reckoning up the 
balance sheet. What we 
remember is that when Prince 


William ended up in hospital 
after cracking his skull with a 
golf club. Prince Charles wem 
off to the opera. Can any of us 
recall seeing the Prince of 
Wales, would-be father of the 
nation, ever holding or touch- 
ing his or any other child? 

He is a weak man who let his 
father bully him into marrying 
Diana and then proceeded to 
ruin his wife's life try neither 
supporting her properly against 
the pressures of royalty uor 
staying faithful to her. He must 
bear some responsibility for 
the fact that she went cift her 




Can any of 
us recall 
the Prince 
holding his 
or any 
other child? 


head for long periods of their 
marriage. In an age when def- 
erence is dead, bow can he 
expect, us to look up to him? 

The answer that the Prince’s 
new advisers are likely to give is: 
"Look at all he does". But that 
is no answer to the public per- 
ception of what he is - a distant 
hither and an unloving husband. 

A further, more fundamen- 
tal problem is that the activist 
image of monarchy so favoured 
by Charles is not what we want, 
we like the Queen because 
she presides almost transcen- 
dentally over British society. 
We like her. for being there, 
rather than doing anything in 
particular. Most people nei- 
ther know nor wish to know 
what she thinks oq any partic- 
ular issue. 

The truth is that women are 
more adept than men at being 
modem British monarchs, 
because they are better at just 
being Men want to be kings - 
to do things - but they haven’t 


O ne day - when I was a 
teenager - 1 decided to 
have my personality 
tested. For weeks I had 
passed the odd-looking 
bookshop near Goodge Street 
Hibe station, on London's 
Tottenham Court Road, 
which advertised on-the-spot 
analysis. Perhaps it was the 

luridly illustrated science- 
fiction paperbacks in the 
window, or the insistent 
manner with which the man 
in the doorway invited 
youngsters (always 
youngsters) to come inside, 
that put me off. And then, in 
a fit of self-confidence, I went 
inside and filled in the 
interminable questionnaire 
about holes in my life (none, 
unfortunately), spiritual 
emptiness (also absent) and 
my longing for completeness 

^Someone in the shop took 
a quick shufti, looked me up 
and down and bade me 

farewell- And thus ended my 

only brush with the Church of 

Scientology- . 

Had I been slightly more 
promising material, 1 would 
have been slowly drawn into 
sessions of self-exploration- 
Gradually truths (as 
witnessed by Scientolo^s 
founder, L Ron Hubbard, 

sd-fi author and honorary 
Venusian) would have been 
revealed to me. I woiild hwe 

come to know how evilLord 

Xenu filled the world with 
alien Engrains some 75 
million years ago, how these 


can be measured by a 
machine passing 1-5 volts 
through your body, how they 
can then be purged through a 
mixture of psychobabble and 
m inn bo-j umbo called 
dianetics. And how giving vast 
amounts of your time and 
money to the Church of 
Scientology can assist the 
process of becoming a Thetan 

- one of the elect. I might 
have been one of the several 

milli ons worldwide who 

subscribe to this nonsense. 

According to a group of 
Hollywood writers and actors 

- including heroes of mine 
such as Gore Vidal and 
Dustin Hoffman -1 have had 
a fortunate escape. For had I 
become an aspirant Thetan, I 
might then have faced a 
similar persecution at the 
bands of the modem German 
gove rnm ent to that winch was 
experienced by many of my 
(never-met) Jewish relatives 
in the Nazi Germany of the 
Thirties. 

This alarming charge was 
to be found in a full-page 
advertisement, ‘‘an open 
letter to Helmut Kohl", the 
German Chancellor, in 
Thursday’s edition of the 
International Herald Tribune. 

“In the 1930s it was the 

Jews," says the ad. “Tbday it 
is the Scientologists. Then, 
“the world stood by in 
silence" as “Jews were 
marginalised, then excluded, 
then vilified and ultimately 
subjected to unspeakable 
horrors". Not any more. 


woken up to the fact that this 
model of monarchy is dead. 
The history of the last few gen- 
erations is that we have been 
prepared to tolerate inade- 
quate men close to the throne 
as long as there was a woman 
around to do the job properly. 
So we have put up with tbe 
ridiculous Prince Philip because 
his wife is in charge. And the 
rather inadequate George VI 
got by because Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen MoLher, kept the 
show on the road. His brother, 
the short-reigning Edward VIE. 
would have been no good 
because the twice-divorced 
American, Mrs Simpson, was 
not our idea of a matriarch. 

As for Charles, his quirky, 
eccentric, occasionally mis- 
anthropic outbursts were loI- 
e rated because at least his wife, 
Diana, seemed in touch with 
real life and would be Queen. 
In short, we were not waiting 
for a new king. We were wail- 
ing for another matriarch to 
replace the present Queen. 

That possibility has been 
destroyed. Instead, we are 
being offered an ageing, crusty 
twit, who helped to destroy the 
matriarch-to-be. Is it any won- 
der that we don’t have' much 
time for him? And who is be 
offering as a replacement 
matriarch? The very woman 
whose activities destroyed the 
hopes of the favoured Diana. 

Charles must realise tbat the 
task of the modem king is not 
to govern well, not to perform 
wonderful tasks, but to marry 
the right woman, who can then 
perform the symbolic tasks of 
which he seems incapable. If he 
fails to do so, he should not be 
surprised that people want 
Princess Anne as Queen. 

It is easy to see why she is 
attractive. She came from the 
same dysfunctional family, but 
she has found a clear role for 
herself, done sterling, unsung 
work for Save the Children 
and been an Olympic cham- 
pion. She has managed to 
divorce her first husband with- 
out acrimony, then many’ a 
man she loves and still keep her 
children out of the public eye. 
Not bad for a royal who is not 
overly intelligent 

Anne cannot succeed to the 
throne, but there is another way 
the nation can get a matriarch 
into Buckingham Palace. 
Charles could be pressured into 
waiving his succession in favour 
of Prince William. Thus Diana 
would be restored to the cen- 
tral role of Queen Mother. 

AD of this points to the advice 
that Prince Charles's counsel- 
lors should be giving him. 
“Dump Camilla, find a new 
wife everyone likes and give us 
the matriarch we need." But 
they wiD not be offering that 
advice. And Charles has'made 
clear, for very understandable 
personal reasons, that he would 
not, in any case, listen to them. 


another 

planet 

Scientologists 
who accuse 
Germany of ^ 
Nazi-style '* 
persecution 
beggar belief 



King Franz of Scotland? 


B onnie Prince Franz. 

Sounds a bit odd, 
but to some Scots, 
the present Duke 
of Bavaria, senior 
member of the German 
Witielsbaeh family, is the man 
who should be at the centre of 
the monarchy debate, not 
Charles Windsor. 

While the Scottish National 
Party leader. Alex Salmond. 
appears overjoyed that Tues- 
day’s ITV gladiatorial circus 
left monarchists in Scotland 
rushing for bandages as the 
debate opened up old wounds, 
he is still pathetically clinging to 
a contradiction; and privately*, 
he knows it. 

In this week’s admittedly 
unrepresentative telephone 
poll, 56 per cenl of Scots voted 
against a monarchy. Thus the 
SNP were gifted a political 
window to throw out their weak 
and confusing policy which says 
that a House of Windsor 
monarch could remain as head 
of state in an independent Scot- 
land. “Television." Mr Salmond 
said, “is acting as a substitute 
because the main parties are 
running away from the issue." 
But he is guilty himself of run- 
ning away from the main issue. 

Following the debate, Mr 
Salmond claimed that the 
British royal family had been 
discredited, because they are 
viewed by Scots as being an inte- 
gral part of the English estab- 
lishment So why does his party 
cling to the idea that an inde- 
pendent Scotland should retain 
the Windsors (or more accu- 
rately, the Saxe-Coburgs) as 
head of stale? Is the SNP fright- 
ened to ditch the system that 
ditched the Stuarts to replace 
them by the Hanoverians and 
subsequently the descendants of 
the German duchy of Saxe- 
Gotha and Gotha? 

Are the Scots trapped in his- 
tory? Or are they frightened of 
the future? 'Ey as you may, it 
is difficult to go through the’few 


days of the SNP's annual con- 
ference without witnessing 
tears, genuine tears (shed, usu- 
ally through a haze of malt 
whisky) for the failed Jacobite 
cause. The romance of their 
songs is usually Bonnie Prince 
Charlie. But die real problem 
was James U. 

In 1685, James, a Catholic 
convert, succeeded to the 
throne of Scotland, England 
and Ireland and embarked on 
a series of pro-CathoUc policies. 
Anxiety for the future of 
Protestantism intensified. By 
168S, with a Catholic heir 
already bom, seven prominent 
subjects invited William of 
Orange to lead an army to 


succeeded by his elder son, 
Franz, a 63-year-old interna- 
tional trade diplomat. 

If Alex Salmond is serious 
about wanting a modern, 
slimmed-down “Europeao- 
style" monarch restricted to a 
minor role in an independent 
Scotland, one without links to 
the English establishment. 
Prince Franz would initially 
seem an ideal long candidate. 

Mr Salmond. although an 
economist, cl aims he knows as 
much of Scotland’s history as 
anyone. He should therefore 
know that the Scots from the 
14th century have never been 
too concerned with their mon- 
archs having God-given rights. 


would. But if you have thrown 
out the Hanoverian impostors, 
and you warn the real royal 
McCoy (or at least the real 
Stuart). Franz the First it will 
have to be. 

After James IPs failed 
attempt, beginning in 16X9, to 
regain the crown, he died in 
1701. His son was James 
Edward Stuart, the Old Pre- 
tender. And his son. Charles 
Edward Stuart, became the 
Young Pretender, fondly- 
known as Bonnie Prince Char- 
lie. After his failures to regain 
the thrones (the 1745 clan" ris- 
ing), the Young Prelenderwent 
back to France and later to 
Italy. 


A German Catholic on the throne? 
Surely the Orange Order would object 


England. James □ fled to Ire- 
land, and the reign of his sister 
Mary and her husband, 
William, began. 

lb ensure that future sover- 
eigns were members of the 
Church of England, the Act of 
Settlement was passed. It stip- 
ulated that if William and his 
sister-in-law Anne died without 
heirs, the throne would pass to 
Mary’s distant cousin Sophia, 
electress of Hanover, or to her 
Protestant descendants. In 
1714, on the death of Queen 
Anne, George I of Hanover 
.succeeded to the thrones of 
Great Britain. 

The ruling dynasty of Scot- 
land dating back to '1371, the 
Stewarts (Stuart is the French 
form of the name), had gone. 
Or has it? 

Last July. His Royal High- 
ness Duke Albrecht of Bavaria 
died at Schloss Berg near 
Munich. He was 91 . He was the 
lineal representative of the 
Royal House of Stuart and was 


The 1320 Declaration of 
Arbroath, a letter sent to Pope 
John XXE to argue for Scot- 
land's outright independence 
and for recognition of Robert 
Bruce as their Stuart king, cru- 
cially stated that the Scottish 
people had agreed to make 
Bruce king. But they reserved 
the right to throw him out 
“and make some other man 
who was well able to defend us 
our King". 

Contracts should appeal to 
politicians, especially with the 
mfllennhun approaching. So 
why not a contract for Prince 
Franz? He does a good job, he 
stays. He does a bad job, and 
on the power of the Arbroath 
declaration, the Scots simply 
get someone else. 

A German Roman Catholic 
on tbe throne of Scotland? 
Surely the resident Protestant 
population of Scotland, espe- 
cially the more militant mem- 
bers of the Orange Order, 
would object. fm sure they 


He died childless in Rome in 
1788, and his younger brother 
Henry (called Henry JX by 
faithful Jacobites) succeeded 
him. Henry, a Roman Catholic 
cardinal, died in 1807. 

In his will, the cardinal 
passed the Stuart claim to the 
former king of Sardinia, 
Charles Emmanuel IV. The 
right derives from Charles's 
great-great-grandfather, who 
was married to Henrietta 
Stuart, James ITs sister. 


From Charles Emmanuel, a 
member of the Italian House of 
Savin*, the Stuart claim passed 
to his brother Victor, through 
his daughter Maty Beatrice, to 
the House of Habsburg- 
Lorraine. Mary Beatrice's 
granddaughter married a prince 
of the Wiuelsbach family, then 
rulers of Bavaria. Although all 
royal power ended when 
Bavaria became a republic at 
the end of World War One, the 
title is still used by the family. 

According to Count Christ- 
ophe Preysing, president of 
the Administration of the 
Dukes of Bavaria, “the family- 
does not like talking about this 
matter of the Jacobite title. 
The prince does not want to 
mix himself into British royal 
problems.” Here is clear evi- 
dence for the nationalists that 
this is a sensible man. 

But if Bonnie Prince Franz 
is frightened off. deciding (sen- 
sibly) to remain in Munich, 
there is still no royal crisis. If 
the majority of Scots want to be 
"citizens, not subjects", the 
Republic of Scotland it will 
have to be. And the race for the 
presidency will be on. 

Favourites? Surely, only one 
man stands out. He has already 
been a king, and a leader of 
men - at least on film. He has 
shown the true nature of his 
Scottish genes by spending 
plenty of time abroad playing 
golf. I give you President Sean 
Connery. Arise, King Sean I. 
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“Extremists of your party 
should not be permitted to 
believe that the rest of the 
world will look the other way. 
Not this time." 

Joining Hoffman and Vidal 
in signing this remarkable 
accusation are Costa-Gavras, 
CNN’s Larry King, Mario 
Puzo. Oliver Slone and a 
score or more of Hollywood’s 
finest. 

Here are some questions 
that I would like to ask the 
co-signatories. Have 
Scientologists’ assets been 
seized? Have their churches 
been systematically burned? 

Is there a law forbidding 
intermarriage between 
Scientologists and Germans? 
Do gangs of semi-licensed 
thugs roam the streets 
beating up Scientologists? 

Are there embryonic 
concentration ramps where 
leading Scientologists are 
incarcerated without proper 
process? Do ordinary people 
spit at Scientologists in cafds 
and restaurants? Are the 
cinemas filled with films 
depicting Scientologists as 
vermin? Does the Number 
One hit on the Kurfureten- 
darnm this year contain the 
words “when Scientologist 
blow! spurts from the knife, 
then I feel good"? 

No. What has happened is 
that the democratic Germans 
have taken Scientology 
seriously (just as they take 
everything, from bowel 
movements to dental hygiene, 
seriously), are wondering 


about how to dissuade the 
impressionable from joining 
the cult, and getting it a bit 
wrong. The youth wing of the 
CDU has tried to boycott a 
Tom Cruise film (because of 
his membership of the cult), 
but exercises about the same 
influence on the young as a 
line-dancer at a rave. The 
European Court will sort the 
whole thing out- 

But Hollywood, with its 
rich schvuntzes, talented 
schmucks, political sefamos, 
public schlemiels and casting- 
couch schooners, with its 
feted campaign endorsers, 
with its Cinemascope 
understanding of the great 
issues in world history (Liam 
Neeson Scots nationaliris, 
Kevin Costner cowboys, Dan 

Day Lewis Irishmen), with its 
tenuous grasp on any notion 
of morality, Hollywood knows 
better. It looks at one of the 
two or three most democratic 
states in the modern world 
and cries "Nazi!" 

Actually, there is a group 
whose treatment by 
democratic societies holds a 
much better parallel for the 
Church of Scientology. This 
group is forbidden from 
practising its rituals openly, 
its assets are seized and 
burned, it is not allowed to 
trade, it is forced into a 
shadowy, criminal existence, 
it is not tolerated in schools, 
it may not be propagated. 1 
refer, of course, to drug- 
taking. Dragees - the new 
Jews. How about it. Gore? 


Personal 
Equity Plans 


Sunday 12th January 1997 

The Independent on Sunday’s 
Business section 
will be publishing a 
comprehensive survey on 
Personal Equity Plans. 

The survey will identity what 
they are and who should 
consider them. 

It will also define the different 
types of PEPs available 
and include a table of the 
leading providers. 
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Hugh Chaplin's work in organ- 
ising the International Confer- 
ence on Cataloguing Principles 
in Paris in 1961 is only his best- 
known contribution to interna- 
tional librarians hip over a period 
of 20 years, writes Dorothy 
Anderson [further to the obit- 
uaiy by Philip Harris, 4 January]. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

ACLAND; To Pier* and Luanda on 23 
December 1996. a daughter .Alice 
Beatrice, a •aster for Harriet. 


DEATHS 


CLEVERLY: William Frederick, on 7 
January 1997, aged 87. Ex RAF. 
schoolmaster, artist and countryman. 
Much- loved husband of Doreen Bei- 
n' and Cither to Roger. Jane. Philip. 
Peter and Susan. Funeral at Si Pclei 
in Chains. Poulshou Wilts, 1.45pm. 17 
January. 


WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARIES 


RANDALL Courtney and Shirley. Con- 
gratulatiotK on your Ruby Wedding 
on 12.1.97. Ail our love. Stuart ana 
Debbie. Bret and Linda, and grand- 
children. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 

HILL; Profmor Dumc Elizabeth. A 
memorial service will be held at the 
Russian Orthodox Cathedral in En- 
nismorc Gardens, Kmghlsbridpe cm 
Sunday 26 January at 1130pm. 


Far Gazette, please telephone 0171*293 
2011 or Eat 0171*293 2010. 


Changing of the Guard 
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Vero Wynne-Edwards 


Vero Wynne-Edwards was one 
of the 20lh century's greatest 
scientific naturalists and origi* 
nal thinkers on population 
regulation in animals. 

The book for which he will be 
remembered \s Animal Disper- 
sion in Relation to Social Behav- 
iour f 1962). which was probably 


the most controversial to appear 
in bioloev in the Sixties and Sev- 


in biology in the Sixties and Sev- 
enties, At 650 pages it was the 
scholarly result of a lifelong 
consideration of the processes 
limiting animal numbers. 

In it he proposed that animals 
collaborate socially for the ben- 
efit of the group, that they 
compete for territory and sta- 
tus rather than for food, with the 
losers patiently accepting their 
Iol and that animals are not, as 
Darwin supposed, always striv- 
ing to increase their numbers 
but are instead programmed to 
regulate them. The mecha- 
nisms that prevent animals 
overexploiting their resources 
include social displays, territo- 
rial behaviour and communal 
roosting which evolved by group 
selection. 

In Wynne- Edwards's view 
group selection operates by dif- 
ferential survival of popula- 
tions. Those populations which 
showed self-restraint in repro- 
duction and exploitation of 
resources survived longer than 
more profligate groups, so that 
self-regulation of population 
size developed during the 
course of evolution. This ran 
counter to the conventional 
Darwinian view of natural se- 
lection which operates by dif- 
ferential survival of individuals. 

These ideas were robustly re- 
jected by adherents of the still 
widely accepted orthodoxy that 
natural populations arc limited 
by shortage of food, by preda- 
tors. parasites and disease or cli- 


matic perturbations. More im- 
portantly, group selection was 
considered to be an implausible 
evolutionary process; conven- 
tional selection at the individ- 
ual level would always override 
any self-restraint by members of 
a population. 

Nevertheless, the principal 
contribution of Animal Disper- 
sion was to focus attention on 
the mechanisms of social evo- 
lution. and ideas that have 
been developed over the past 
two decades in opposition to 
Wynne-Edwards's hypothesis 
remain prominent in much of 
the current thinking in socio- 
biologv and behavioural ecolo- 
gy. PCs book was widely read by 
biologists of all disciplines and 
a precis of it, published in the 
Scientific American in 1974, 
sold 350,000 copies. His con- 
tribution to science was recog- 
nised in 1970 by election to the 
Royal Society. 

Wynne-Edwards attempted 
to answer his critics in his sec- 
ond major work, Evolution 
through Group Selection, pub- 
lished in 1986. He reviewed new 
evidence which supported his 
ideas and considered ihaL he 
had overcome many of the ob- 
jections to this thesis. The book 
was sympathetically reviewed at 
length in Nature and Science al- 
though Nature's reviewer con- 
cluded, from Wynne-Edwards's 
failure to confront the tenets of 
the newly emerging discipline 
of behavioural ecology, that it 
was a work of advocacy. And 
this was the main problem - 
from a hypothesis, group se- 
lection had for Wynne-Edwards 
become an article of faith. 

One colleague, dismissing 
these ideas to a class in 
Aberdeen, was chastened when 
at the end of the lecture, deliv- 
ered in a room adjacent to an 


office occupied in retirement by 
Wynne - as he was known to his 
academic friends - the door 
opened and Wynne invited him 
to listen to a long and very cour- 
teous discourse on the error of 
his ways. 

Wynne-Edwards continued 
to take every opportunity to 
convince sceptics that group se- 
lection works, despite the un- 
fortunate reluctance of some 
editors to give him journal 
space. Scientific American com- 
missioned a second article, then 
declined to publish it, but 
Wynne-Edwards continued 
writing, and his last paper on 
group selection appeared in 
the Journal of Theoretical Biol- 
ogy in 1993. when he was 87. 

Vero Wynne-Edwards’s boy- 
hood was speni in the Yorkshire 
Dales where he was fascinated 
not only by the local fauna and 
flora but also by astronomy. He 
was a meticulous observer of an- 
imals and plants who recorded 
his daily observations in count- 
less notebooks. After Rugby 
School, he read Zoology at New 
College, Oxford, in 1924-27, 
where he acquired a detailed 
knowledge of the animal king- 
dom from ES. Goodrich and 
was greatly influenced by Julian 
Huxley and Charles Elton. He 
gained first class honours and his 
first appointment was as a “stu- 
dent probationer" at the Marine 
Biological Association in Ply- 
mouth, where he studied fish and 
crusiacea but also published his 
“extra-curricular’ observations 
on the movement and dispetrion 
of wintering flocks of starlings. 

These observations were 
made during visits from Ply- 
mouth to his fiancee Jeannie 
Morris, one of his Oxford class- 
mates, who lived in Exeter. He 
would rise early to catch the first 
bus or train and station himself 


Sir Peter Tennant 


Peter Tennant was a linguist of 
genius as well as an efficient, un- 
obtrusive organiser of secret war 
and a successful businessman. 

He went from Marlborough 
to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
where he was senior modem 
language scholar and took a 
First in that subject two years 
later. In 1933 he was* elected to 
a fellowship at Queens’, and to 
a university teaching post. He 
spoke most European lan- 
guages well, specialising in the 
Scandinavian tongues; his ear 
was so keen and Ws Swedish so 
perfect that he could not only 
pass in Stockholm for a native, 
but could imitate several re- 
gional accents as well. His first 
wife, whom he married in 1934. 
was Swedish; this helped. 

So able was he that he was ear- 
marked for secret sendee work 
if a major war broke out. Gor- 
don Welchman the cryptogra- 
pher had known him at school, 
and took him to codebreaking 
classes in the summer of 1939. 
When war against Hitler's Ger- 
many began that September, 
the Foreign Office packed him 
off at a few days' notice to be 
press attache at the British lega- 
tion in Stockholm instead. He 
spent most of the war there, vis- 
iting England from time to time 
by fight bomber press attache 
made admirable cover. 

Charles Hambro recruited 


him into the Special Operations 
Executive in summer 1940; they 
were among its earliest mem- 
bers. On top of his routine du- 
ties. nursing foreign and local 
correspondents - in the teeth 
of the evidence, in 1940-42 - 
in the belief that Great Britain 
was certainly going to win the 
war, Tennant had several less 
orthodox tasks. 

He was not involved in the 
unhappy Rickman Affair, when 
a would-be British saboteur 
was arrested and imprisoned in 
April 1940 for possessing plas- 
tic explosives, though the Swed- 
ish police - already suspicious 
of him - tried to frame him as 
an accomplice. He helped 
George Binoey organise two 



important blockade-running 
operations, smuggling special 
steels vital for the British arms 
industry out of Sweden; he as- 
sisted SOE’s Danish and Nor- 
wegian sections; he helped to 
distribute itching powder round 
visiting Germans' clothing and 
contraceptives; he helped dis- 
tribute forged leaflets into Ger- 
many. and helped Sefton 
Delmer with material for his 
black broadcasts to the German 
armed forces. He had a spy in- 
side the German legation, for 
whom he secured British na- 
tionality and a new life after the 
war; he narrowly missed a 
chance to buy the Italian Beet, 
in the winter of 1940-41. 

He was constantly engaged in 
difficulties with the Swedish 
security authorities; and some- 
times with his own Minister, 


(Sir) Victor Mallet, a godson of 
Queen Victoria s who “lost his 
temper with many of us but for- 
gave and forgot very quickly". 
The phrase is from Tennant’s 
illuminating book Touchlines 
of War (1992), published in 
Swedish three years earlier as 
Vid sidan av kriget. 

In the spring of 1945 the For- 
eign Office moved Tennant to 
Paris, where he spent five years 
with the title of Information 
Counsellor. This was. again, a 
propaganda task, but without 
the clandestine undertones of 


Tennant: secret service 

Photograph: UPPA 


Forty years ago cataloguing 
codes ir use world-wide differed 
not only in practice but also in 
principles. It was Chaplin's 
achievement that, having iden- 
tified those differences, he was 


able to prepare a simple docu- 
ment of basic principles which 


ment of basic principles which 
was acceptable internationally. 


The 1961 Paris Conference was 
a watershed in international 
Ubrarianship. and its Statement 
of Principles has served since 
as the basis for subsequent 
cataloguing codes. 

Chaplin’s work for this con- 
ference began in 1954 when a 
small working group of the 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr C H. Asby 
and Miss L- J. Hodgson 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Louise, younger daughter of 
Josephine and Tony Hodgson, of 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, and Ceri 
Asby. elder son of Joan and Robin 
Asbv. of Nar berth, Pembrokeshire. 


Mineworitcrs. 39; Mr John Sessions, 
actor. 44; Air Commodore Joy Tam- 
Min, former Director, WRAP. 71; Mr 
Rod Taylor, actor. 65; Mr Ronald 
Tress, economist, 82. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Graham Allen MP, 44; 

I The Right Rev John Baker, former 
Bishop of Salisbury. 69; Mr John 
Rashleigh Belcher, thoracic surgeon, 
80; Sir Alan Bowness, former Di- 
rector of the Tate Gallery, 69; Miss 
Kathleen Byron, actress, 74; Miss 
Anna Calder-Marshall, actress. 50; 
Mr David Cecil, racehorse breeder, 
54: Mr Henry Cecil, racehorse train- 
er. 54; Mr Jean Chretien QC Prime 
Minisler of Canada. 63; Mr Jason 
Connery, actor, 34; Mr Ben Cren- 
shaw, golfer, 45; Mr Neville Duke, 
lest pilot, 75; Miss Ann Firbank, ac- 
tress, 63; Mr Barry Flanagan, sculp- 
tor, 56; Mr Andrew A. Gray, former 
chairman, Wellcome Foundation, 
55; Mr Mdvyn Hayes, actor, 62: Mr 
Mick MacManus, wrestler. 70; Mr 
Brian Moore. England rugby player. 
35; Sir Alastair Morton, UK chair- 
man. EurotunneL 59; Sir Anthony 
Nutting, former MP and government 
minister, 77; Mr Bryan Robson, for- 
mer England football captain, 40; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir John Rogers, ex- 
ecutive chairman. Motor Sports As- 
sociation, 69; Mr Arthur Scargill, 
president of the National Union of 


TOMORROW: Mr Anthony An- 
drews. actor, 49; Miss Hazel Aron- 
son QC Sheriff of Lothian and 
Borden at Edinburgh. 51; Mr 
Michael AspeL television presenter. 
64; Six Charles Ball Bt. company 
chairman, 73; Lord Boardman. for- 
mer chairman. National Westminster 
Bank, 78; Mr P.W. Botha, former 
president of South Africa, Si; Sir 
James Botioraley. fanner diplomat 
77; The Hon Sir Richard Butler, for- 
mer president, National Farmers' 
Union, 68; Dame Fiona CaldicoU. 
consultant psychotherapist, 55: Miss 
Stella Cunliffc. statistician. SO, Mr 
Keith Dawson, former Headmaster, 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s School 60: Mr 
Brendan Foster, former Olympic 
athlete, 49; Mr Joe Frazier, heavy- 
weight baser. 53; Baroness Hamwvc. 
solicitor and local oauncQJar, 50. 
Baroness HDlon of Eggardoo, former 
Head of Training, Metropolitan Po- 
lice. 61: Miss Anne Howells, opera 
and concert singer, 56; Sir Anthony 
McCowan. a Lord Justice of Appeal 
69; Mr Denys Milne, former man- 
aging director. BP Ofl, 71; Mr James 
Mortimer, former general secretary 

of the Labour Parly. 76: The Very Rev 
Dr John Moses, Dean or St Paul's. 
58; Mr Des O'Connor, comedian, 65; 
Miss Luisc Rainer, actress, S7; Sir 
John Rennie, former Commissioner- 
General UNRWA. SO. Sir Terence 
Slxccton. former diplomat. b7; Sir 
Swinton Thomas, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal 66. 




Wynne-Edwards: controversial view of natural selection 


at a vantage-point before sun- 
rise to watch the first waves of 
starlings dispersing from roosts. 
By backtracking he was able to 
locate all the roosts in Deyon. 
This early enthusiasm for pop- 
ulation studies of birds was to 
last throughout his life. 

He was then briefly on the 
staff of the Zoology Depart- 
ment at Bristol University 
where, in 1929, he married 
Jeannie, who was to become his 
lifelong companion and support. 
He soon moved to be an As- 


sistant Professor at McGill Uni- 
versity, Montreal. On the voy- 
age across the Atlantic, he 
recorded the locations of 
seabirds and. as a result of this 
and several further transat- 
lantic journeys by ship, he con- 
cluded that' seabirds in the 
north Atlantic were not ran- 
domly distributed but occurred 
in three zones - coastal offshore 
(to the edge of the continental 
shelf) and pelagic (deep-water). 
These observations were pub- 
lished by the Boston Society of 


Natural History in 1935 and 
resulted in the award of the 
Walker Prize. 

In Canaria, Wynne-Edwards 
developed his interests in mon- 
tane flora and his explanation 
of the postglacial distribution of 
plants m North America earned 
him fellowship of the Royal So- 
ciety of Canada and a second 
Walker Prize. 

During the Second World 
War, he enlisted for training in 
the Roval Canadian Naval Re- 
serve but retained his post at 
McGilL He taught electronics 
to radar mechanics in the Roy- 
al Canadian Air Force and was 
also sent by the Fisheries Re- 
search Board of Canada to re- 
port on the fisheries resources 
of the Mackenzie and Yukon 
rivers and to establish the po- 
tential for settlement of men 
discharged from the armed 
forces after the war. This was a 
great adventure and rekindled 
bis mteresL in fish populations. 

Although they shared the 
responsibilities of head of de- 
partment, McGill was unable to 
decide between Wynne-Ed- 
wards and NJ. BerrilJ for the 
Strathcona Chair of Zoology, 
and Wynne-Edwards decided to 
break the deadlock by return- 
ing to England. His children 
were quick to complain that this 
would deprive them of skiing 
opportunities and so he was at- 
tracted to vacancies further 
north. 

In 1945, he was offered the 
Regius Chair of Natural History 
at Aberdeen University, a post 
which he occupied from 1946 
until his retirement in 1974. In 
1956 he initiated an important 
research project on the popu- 
lation ecology and behaviour of 
red grouse which is still active 
40 years later. He established 
Cufterty Field Station as a cen- 


tre for postgraduate training 
and research in ecology, and was 
instrumental in rehousing (and 
renaming) his Department of 
Natural History in a new build- 
ing which was opened in 1970 
and which remains one of 
half a dozen departments 
of Zoology in the UK. 
Wynne-Edwards also served as 
Vice-Principal of Aberdeen 
University from 1972 to 1974. 

A major reshuffle of 
government-sponsored science 
took place in 1964-65. A new 
Natural Environment Research 
Council (NERC) was formed, 
incorporating the Nature Con- 
servancy (NC) and the Adviso- 
ry Committee on Fisheries 
■Research. After serving on the 
councils of the NC and NERC, 
Wynne-Edwards took over as 
NERC Chairman 1968-71. His 
term of office coincided with a 
golden age of expansion and 
prosperity and most of the pro- 
jects the NERC Council set in 
motion came to fruition. 

However, the NC and the 
NERC did not integrate well 
and Wynne-Edwards was un- 
able to reconcile the opposing 
factions. This led in 1973 to 
further reorganisation, with the 
establishment of the Nature 
Conservancy Council as a quan- 
go. The research division of the 
former Nature Conservancy 
was retained within the NERC 
as the Institute of Terrestrial 
Ecology. There was much ill- 
feeling about this division and 
many of his friends saw Wynne- 
Edwards as one of the casual- 
ties. On retirement, he was 


cross-country skier and hill 
walker. At 62, he held the 
record for the six tops of the 
Cairngorms, which he covered 
in 9 hours 34 minutes, a distance 
of 28 miles with 9,000 feet of 
climbing. At 76, a few weeks af- 

was^seen on his skis in Glen 

Tartar , and at 80 he skied down 

Morven with his daughter. 

In the days before universi- 
ty research and teaching re- 
quired assessment, in order to 
produce league tables of qual- 
ity, Vero Wynne-Edwards was 
the epitome of scholarship 
and erudition. His authority, 
delivered with a firm yet 
gentle touch, commanded re- 
spect and inspired affection. As 
a scientist be lacked personal 
experience of hypothesis- 
testing research, but came 
to appreciate its importance 
in shedding light on group se- 
lection. Although his ideas did 
not gain wide acceptance, be 
was widely admired both as nat- 
ural historian and biological 
thinker. 

He is survived by his wife, 
with whom he spent his last 
months in a retirement home 
looking out over the Dee Val- 
ley with his binoculars at the 
ready. 

Paul Racey 


appointed CBE for his long and 
distinguished service to the 
government and science in the 
UK. Many felt he deserved a 
greater accolade. 

In Aberdeen, Wynne- 
Edwards was a legend as a 


Vero Copner Wynne-Edwards, 
natural scientist- bom 4 July 
1906: .Assistant Lecturer in Zo- 
ology. Bristol University 1929-30: 
Assistant Professor of Zoology, 
McGill University 1930-44, As- 
sociate Professor 1944-46: JRegjus 
Professor of Natural History, 
Aberdeen University 1946-74, 
Vice-Principal 1972-74; FRS 
1970; CBE 1973: married 1929 
Jeannie Morris (one son, one 
daughter ) died Banchory. 

Kincardineshire 5 January 1997. 


Professor James Lewton-Brain 


his work in Stockholm. He left 
it in 1950 fora two-year spell as 
deputy British commandant in 
Berlin; he then moved into busi- 
ness. For 11 yeara he was over- 
seas director of the Federation 
of British Industries, of which be 
was deputy director in 1963-65. 
For six years he was director- 
general of the British National 
Export Council, and thereafter 
a director of Barclays Bank. 

His intellect remained lively; 
he was an amateur student of 
Ibsen, on whom he wrote a book 
(Ibsen's Dramatic Technique. 
1947) and an amateur painter, 
as well as a yachtsman: he also 
belonged - among other bodies 
- to the Council for Industrial 
Design, the academic council of 
Wilton Park, and the Gabbitas 
Thring educational trust. 

M. R. D. Foot 


Peter Frank Dalrymple Tennant, 
intelligence officer, linguist arui 
businessman: bom 29 November 
1910; OBE 1945; Overseas Di- 
rector, FBI 1952-63, Deputy Di- 
rector-General 1963-65. Special 
Adviser. CBI 1964-65 ; CMG 
1958; Director-General British 
National Export Council 1965- 
71: Kt 1972; married 1934 Hcilis 
Fellcnnius (one son. two daugh- 
ters; marriage dissolved 1952 ). 
1953 Galina Bosley (died 1995): 
died Hasiemere . Snmrv 22 
December 1996. 


Some of the most imaginative 
and productive Linguists and 
anthropologists in post- 
colonial Africa had previously 
been members of Lhe British 
Colonial Service. Many man- 
aged this by becoming trans- 
atlantic scholars, bringj ng their 
field experience and bush skills 
to American university cam- 
puses. James Lewton-Brain was 
one of these, and he made the 
transition with relative ease, for 
he bad always been sympa- 
thetic, humane and fair- 
minded; an early champion of 
womens rights in Africa (and 
elsewhere), and a subtle and 
eloquent speaker of Swahili He 
wrote widely on both these 
subjects in "many articles, in 
papers, and in several books. 

Jim Brain had served in Tan- 
ganyika and Uganda for 12 
years, beginning in 1951, and it 
was my good fortune to meet 
him at the end of this period, 
at Syracuse University in New 
York, in 1963, when he was 
finishing work on his PhD 
dissertation and 1 was on a 
crash course, learning Chicbewa 
(also known as Chinyanja), a 
language-skill necessary to my 
bush- posting as a teacher in 
Central Africa. 

The distinguished Africanist 
Luty Mair had guided Jim 
Brain, and Brain guided me. So 
profound was his understanding 


of the structure and sound of 
Bantu languages that he was able 
to give me the foundations for 
fluency in Chichewa, a language 
which up to then had never been 
taught in the United States. 

His lessons stayed with me. 
Indeed, just before Christinas 
last year I was travelling down 
the Shire River to the Zambezi, 
from Malawi into Mozambique 
- Chichewa seems to be the lin- 
gua franca of the entire Zam- 
bezi Valley - and many times 
silently thanked Jim Brain for 
his language-teaching methods 
and his good advice; “Remem- 
ber, the ‘m“ in mbalame has the 
same force as the "m" in Fas- 
cism." Jim was the most gen- 
erous of men, but he also 
showed me that the gift of a lan- 
guage is the gift of a world: he 
helped me travel and gave me 
access to a whole culture - and 
not just me, but all his many 
thousands of students. 

He entered the world of 
scholarship obliquely, via sol- 
diering and the Colonial Service. 
Asa 36year-old boy in Essex (he 
was bom in Chigwell in 1923) he 
worked as a farm labourer, and 
at the age of 19 joined the 
British army. He spent the rest 
of the Second World War as a 
scout car driver in France, Hol- 
land. Belgium and Germany: he 
received a commission after the 
war. and was sent with the Roy- 



Lewtxm-Brain: subtle Swahili 


al Thnk Regiznent to Palestine 
and Hong Kong. His work as an 
Agricultural Field Officer and 
Community Development Of- 
ficer followed, and he served 
with distinction in Tanganyika 
and Uganda. 

When independence was 
granted to the British territories 
of East Africa, Jim Brain be- 
came a research fellow in some 
of the remoter parts of Tanza- 
nia, and he decided to work for 
his doctorate in anthropology. 
He earned a PhD without ever 
having gained a BA he was ac- 
cepted by the Senate of London 
University for graduate study on 
the basis of his career achieve- 
ments, particularly in the field 
of African languages. 

He wrote widely on the peo- 


ples of East Africa, on language 
and patterns of change, and the 
position of women; he made 
important contributions to 
our understanding of left- 
handedness and African witch- 
craft. which he called “a hardy 
perennial''. Among his bools 
are The Basic Structure of Swahili 
(1963) and The Last Taboo: 
sex and the fear of death (1979). 

He was spirited, passionate, 
humorous, and a powerful in- 
tellect; be was also a great tea- 
cher. He was physically strong, 
and so his heart attack in De- 
cember came as a shock. He was 
married three times; to Marian 
Peat (the mother of Ms two sons, 
Charles, a goldsmith, and Peter, 
Principal Dancer at the Ballets 
de Monte Carlo); to Mary 
Gordoa, tiie author and to 
Karen Robertson, professor of 
English at Vtssar College, who 
survives him. 

Paul Theroux 


James Lewton-Brain, anthro- 
pologist: bom Chigwell, Essex 12 
September 1923 : Professor. De- 
partment of Anthropology. State 
University of New York, NewPahz 
1967-87 (Emeritus): married 
1950 Marian Peat (two sons; 
marriage dissolved 1973), 1974 
Mary Gordon (marriage dis- 
solved 1978). 1980 Karen Roben- 
soru died Poughkeepsie, New 
York 2 December 1996. 


A. H. Chaplin 


international Federation of 
Library Associations llFLA) 
compared rules in various cata- 
loguing codes. An internation- 
al meeting in 1959, lor which 
Chaplin was the Executive Sec- 
retary, looked to the future and 
agreed the scope for the 1961 
conference. Again Chaplin was 


Executive Secretary: and the 
success of the conference was not 
only because of its well-de fined 
objectives hut also because it had 
been carefully prepared. 

A an alter International Meet- 
ing of Cataloguing Experts in 
Copenh:igen in 1%9 looked at 
progress since 1 96 1; it urged the 


establishment of an interna- 
tional cataloguing secretariat tn 
develop further work in biblio- 
graphic standards, co-ordinate 
work underway, publish results 
and produce a journal. This 
1FLA Cataloguing Secretariat 
came into being in 1971, with 
Chaplin as Chairman of its 


Steering Committee and myself 
as Executive Secretary. The first 
issues of the journal. International 
Cataloguing, appeared in 1972. 

After three years the Cata- 
loguing Secretariat merged into 
the extended IFLA Interna- 
tional Office for Universal Bib- 
liographic Control (UBC) in 


1974. Chaplin saw this as an 
appropriate moment to retire. 

Hugh Chaplin’s willingness to 
listen and accept other points of 
view was his special contribution 
and his strength, and, perhaps 
because of this, his reputation 
rests even higher international- 
ly than wi thin his own country. 


The innocent must be praised, the guilty stigmatised 


A fairly prominent member of the 
Church of England's General Synod has 
just sent me an article from Penthouse 
magazine. It was only published in the 
American edition, and describes at con- 
siderable length the antics of a group 
of middle-aged homosexual priests in 
Long Island who used to import rent 
boys from Brazil until one of them fell 
in love with one of his imports, and 
“married" him in a ceremony conducted 
in church one evening, with the priest 
in foil drag as Madonna. 

It's difficult to tell this store tastefully, 
and Pcnthtvise didn't try very hard. The 
Episcopal Church of the USA has 
now launched a formal enquiry; and the 
bishop in whose diocese all this hap- 
pened has withdrawn for six months to 
seek treatment for alcoholism. 

The priest who scot me all this ma- 
terial was noL I think, trying to prove 
the superiority of American Penthouse 
to its British edition. He had a theo- 
logical point to make. Like most con- 
servatives in the Church of England, he 
believes that the Episcopal Church of 
the USA epitomises everything that can 
go wrong with a liberal Christian de- 
nomination. and can be used to prove 
that liberalism in the pulpit must lead 
to sodomy in the pews. While the Pent- 
house article was light on theological 
detail, lhe consequences in the pews 
were revoltinglv clear. 


9 reason 
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The churches are bedevilled 
by sexual scandal. What 
should the Church of 
England do about it? Deal 
dramatically with offenders, 
says Andrew Brown. 


The original article came out in the 
autumn of last year. But it will un- 
doubtedly hang around for years as an 
Awful Warning of what happens when 
you let the liberals take over. I have to 
say this reading of it seems to me non- 
sensical. The link between right belief 
and right hchaviour is clastic at the best 
of times and the pathways of sin arc sub- 
tle. First, there is the problem that all 
Christians, from St Paul onwards, or 
downwards, know that they have sinned 
and fallen short of the gloiy of God: and 
that this will happen to them again. 
Then, there is the still more horrible 
truth that these sins are usually the same 
ones: and that no amount of orthodoxy 
can by itself ensure good behaviour. 
There seem to have been plenty of im- 


peccably orthodox Roman Catholic 
priests who exploited their mistresses. 

Still, the Penthouse story does show 
that the Church of England has been 
fairly lucky in its scandals. I am rea- 
sonably certain that no priests here have 
ever been caught going through 
homosexual marriage ceremonies in 
drag; it may even be the case that none 
has even done it. In their place is the 
steady dribble of heterosexual scandals, 
which were what I had actually meant 
to write about until the e-mailed Pent- 
house story appeared on mv screen. And 
they pose a difficulty for the Church be- 
yond the mere sinfulness involved. 
The problem lies exactly in the fact that 
they are scandals: they are public dra- 
mas, which require a public resolution. 
This is not just an argument about 
hypocrisy. Whenever a priest does 
something ridiculous or disgusting it 
will be blamed on his theology; but that 
does not make him a hypocrite. 

The problem lies in the theatrical as- 
pects of a scandal. Though it is often 
said that the Church of England does 
ceremonies better than almost any 
other body, it has grown less and less 
confident about performing. In fact Dr 
Carey's apparently unshakeablc self- 
confidence as u performer, his certainty 
that there is an appreciative audience 
for whatever he has to say, may be his 
greatest gift to the Church of England. 


There are signs the Church is recovering 
its theatrical nerve, so to speak. But the 
public resolution of scandal is still 
something it does badly and needs to 
do better. Pastoraliy it seems to do fine. 

I can't imagine any Anglican clergyman . 
anywhere being as crash ingly insensi- 
tive as Cardinal W innin g appeared to 
be in the Roddy Wright scandal. . 

Yet the public, dramatic side of the 
business is still mismanaged. There 
needs to be a dramatically satisfying res- 
olution to a scandal if it is not to be poi- 
sonous; it is one of the great strengths 
of conservatives over liberals thatthey 
understand the importance of this. 
The innocent must be praised, and the 
gMlty stigmatised. The resources for any ;• 
amount of public d rama are still there: 
later this month a County Durham 
priest wiij be tried in the palace at Bis±i- 


op Auckland on charges of seducing a. 
parishioner he shouldnave been COWK * 
selling. This is rather distressing 'for 
those of us who have spent nmchdfla? 
year explaining that the mechanism 
would never be used again. It is cf. 
course a great deal more distressing for 
the participants. j 

Bui it is a necessary opportunity fOT . 
foe Church to establish, through the 
cruel theatre of the law courts, that, 
priests do not abuse their position and 
their parishioners - or that, if they .do, . 
they stop being priests. 
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British banks face exclusion from Target system 
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Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The first concrete evidence that 
the UK's lukewarm attitude to 
European monetary union 
(EMU) is damaging British 
interests was revealed by a new 
report yesterday. 

Despite strong Bank of Eng- 
land lobbying, the European 
Monetary Institute has left the 
way open for the exclusion of 
UK banks from full access to 
funds under the single currency 
through restrictions on Target, 
the planned payment system 
for euros. 


In an exclusive interview with 
The Independent , Alexandre 
Lamfalussy, president of the 
EMI, sai± “To be candid, if the 
UK stays out of EMU and 
does not participate at the 
beginning a number of things 
will escape British influence.'’ 

The EMI said yesterday in a 
long-awaited report on mone- 
tary policy under the single 
currency that the derision to re- 
strict access to Target for non- 
member countries would be 
left to its successor, the Euro- 
pean Central Bank. The ECB 
will be composed only of mem- 
ber countries, and the French 


and Germans have made clear 
their absolute determination 
not to permit London-based 
banks equal access to euro 
funds from the new central 
bank if Britain does not join. 

Mr Lamfalussy warned: “The 
ECB will have the technical pos- 
sibility of not granting unlimited 
credit. If the UK is not there, 
you will have no voice in LhaL" 

In a statement the Bank of 
England noted onfy that the 
debate about non-member ac- 
cess to euro funds within the 
trading day bad been left “un- 
resolved". 

So too was the question of 


whether the ECB will impose 
minimum reserve requirements 
on member banks, another pro- 
posal the Bank of England has 
steadfastly opposed, 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor who was speaking in 
Japan yesterday, insisted that 
not joining EMU would not 
harm London's interests. “I 
don't think staying out of EMU 


poses arty threat to the pre- 
‘ ' City 


dominant position of the 
of London," he said. 

But City experts were con- 
cerned that the two obstacles 
had not been removed “It is 
worrying that a lay issue like the 


question of minimum reserves 
has not been resolved” said 
Michael Lewis at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell. 

Tim Sweeney, director-gen- 
eral of the British Bankers’ As- 
sociation, said: “The imposition 
of reserve requirements is un- 
necessary for the efficient con- 
duct of monetary policy and 
threatens to distort the market 
In an open market, it will also 
siphon banking business out of 
the euro area.” 

However, the imposition of 
minimum reserve requirements 
would put UK h anks at an ad- 
vantage if Britain remained 


outside EMU. In other re- 
spects, yesterday's report was 
warmly welcomed by the Bank 
of England, which bad dearly 
had an influence on its other 
conclusions. 

Mr Lamfalussy said* “If I 
were judging from the way the 
Bank of England is participat- 
ing, I would not have known the 
UK was not expecting to join 
EMU." 

In particular, the report rec- 
ommended the adoption of an 
explicit target for inflation or the 
money supply, saying that in 
practice the operation of mon- 
etary policy would be similar in 


either case. The public an- 
nouncement of a specific target 
would be essential to assess the 
perfo rman ce of the ECB, whose 
statute makes price stability its 
overriding responsibility. 

The central bank, when it 
comes into existence during 
1993, will set monetary policy by 
□sing open market operations 
to influence short-term interest 
rates. These operations will 
take the form of tenders in the 
market for “repos", agreements 
for the sale and repurchase of 
government securities. 

Since the introduction last 
year of the gilts repo market, the 


Bank has fallen closer into line 
with continental central banks 
in its monetary techniques. The 
EMI report gives details, unan- 
imously agreed, about how 
h anks and other institutions 
can qualify to take part in the 
Euro repo market 
It also spells out the need for 
the ECB to have access to ad- 
equate statistics and make its 
own economic assessments and 
inflation forecasts. 


The fuU interview yMi Alexan- 
dre Lamfalussy, president of the 
EMI, win be published on Mon- 
day. 


Halifax members 


to receive £L300 


J3I Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


More than S million members 
of Halifax can expect an aver- 
■ age share payout of around 
, £1.300 when the building soci- 
’ ety floats on the stock market 
in June. Each qualifying mem- 
' ber. including savers and bor- 
rowers. will receive a minim um 
of 200 free shares, which are es- 
timated to be worth between 
390p and 450p each. 

Around 4.1 milli on people 
will be entitled to this basic dis- 
tribution while the rest will 
receive an additional hand-out 
of up to 1,181 shares depend- 
ing on the balance in their ac- 
counts on two key dates. 

. An additional distribution of 
shares mil be paid to members 
who had a total balance of at 
least £1,000 on 25 November 
1994 and 24 February 1997. The 
additional shares will be worked 
out from the lower of the two 
balances. 

The maximum will be made 
to savers with more than 
£50,000 in their accounts. 
, Savers and borrowers are enti- 
tled to two payments. 

The share price valuations are 
made by Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, tire merchant banking 
adviser to Halifax, on the asr 
sumption thaL the society was 
floated on 16 December 1996. 
, It estimates the society would 
have had a market capitalisation 
of £10.4bn to £12bn on that 
date. 

Rob Thomas, building soci- 
ety analyst at UBS, the invest- 
ment bank, said Halifax was 
'being cautious about its payouts. 
‘ "My mid point would be their 
top end," he said. 

Over the next few days mem- 
bers of Halifax will receive a 
172-page transfer document in 
. which Mike Blackburn, chief ex- 
ecutive of the society, urges 
them to vote in favour of the 
"flotation. 


“Halifax's conversion will 
represent the largest single ex- 
tension of private share own- 
ership ever witnessed in the 
UK," Mr Blackburn said. 

Members can vote by post by 
17 February or at the special 
general meeting in Sheffield on 
24 February. 

More than 50 per cent of the 
society’s investing members, 
over 3.3 million, must vote in 


favour for the flotation to pro- 
ceed. This is a greater propor- 
tion than required by the other 
societies which intend to be- 
come banks, such as Alliance & 
Leicester and Woolwich, be- 
cause Halifax is taking a slight- 
ly different route to flotation, 
principally because it has 
waived its right to a five-year 
protection against being taken 
over. 


Countdown to conversion 


■Transfer documents and voting forms are bang posted 
now to 8 million members : ■ • 


Halifax’s conversion and free share dlsttbution .needs 
approval from 335 million members , - 


Voting forms.have,to be retomed'ltefore 18 February 


Savings of at least fiOQon 25 November «nd 24 ; 
February 1997 are needed to qualify lor free Shares. 


Minimum hdndotit is 200 shares wiAwift worth 
between £780. and £900 ■_ 


• Maximum t«nd-c^ : is lillB shaTes, w^ £4,606^^to 
£5,315, on balances of £5Q,OOb-plus- - v-j 


Dealings in the shares on the Stock Exchange are due 
to begin in June ' — 


Halifax: free share entitlement 


t,200 



Iff 15 20 25 ;30 35 

\ .Total balance to account fE tMsands} 


The flotation is likely to re- 
ceive enough votes to go ahead 
although it is facing some op- 
position from Halifax Action 
Group. “This [flotation] is be- 
ing done largely to benefit those 
in the City who have raked in 
enormous fees and board mem- 
bers whose salaries have and will 
increase enormously," said 
Serge Lourie, a chartered ac- 
countant who is running the ac- 
tion group and standing for 
election to Halifax's board. 

Mike Ellis, banking and sav- 
ings director at Halifax, said the 
board was aiming to avoid such 
accusations. "We’re not taking 
share options to distance our- 
selves from those comments," 
he said. 

Halifax is not establishing 
executive share options at con- 
version but intends to introduce 
a long-term incentive scheme in 
1999. Directors of the society 
participate in a short-term and 
medium-term bonus scheme. 
The medium-term one will not 
pay out unless Halifax com- 
pletes its conversion process. 

The directors have waived 
their rights to the free shares be- 
ing distributed to employees of 
the society and will only take 
those shares they are entitled to 
as borrowers or savers. 

Mr Blackburn, who earned a 
total of £405,000 in the year to 
January 19%, will receive 707 
free shares. 

There is a cash bonus for 
members aged under 18 be- 
cause they are ineligible to 
vote. It is approximately 9.4 per 
cent of balances in share ac- 
counts. 

To cope with Lhe first day of 
trading Halifax will ask mem- 
bers in April or May to indicate 
whether they intend to sell 
their shares, it will offer mem- 
bers keeping their shares three 
options - placing them in a 
nominee account, receiving Lhe 
share certificates, or putting 
the shares into a PEP account. 



Gearing up for a conversion: Many Halifax shareholders have already decided how they 
will spend their windfalls Photograph: Jason Bye 


Lucky savers head for the sun 


The cold winter weather could 
well lead to many Halifax mem- 
bers deciding to spend their 
windfall on lapping up some sun 
this summer. 

“In January I'm feeling in the 
doldrums. If I’m sensible Til 
take a holiday," said Lily Ar- 
mitage. a secretary from Bex- 
Icyheath and Halifax member. 

But it could be a close call. 
“Wc'II probably spend it on 
our home. We have a veiy old 
Victorian home," she said. 

Kay Hamilton, who works as 
a secretarial assistant in the 
chairman's office at Halifax in 
London, intends to cash in 
some of her shares to take her- 
self and her two grown-up sons 
on holiday in the summer. 


Til keep the shares from the 
employee scheme, though," the 
47-year-old divorcee said, Ms 
Hamilton, who lives in Putney, 
is a self-confessed carpetbagger 
and will gel free shares from the 
forthcoming Woolwich and Al- 
liance & Leicester flotations. 

Other Halifax members, such 
as Elaine Arter, 45, of 
Hornchurch, intend to hold on 
to their shares. “We don’t need 
the money right now," she said. 
However, she thought her two 
adult children were more like- 
ly to spend the proceeds of their 
shares. 

Tracey Pollard, 26, from Ley- 
ton, will keep her shares, as will 
Russell Willing, a 36-year-old 
software development manag- 


er from Sawbridgeworth, Hert- 
fordshire. TH keep them. It's 
probably a good thing to have 
shares in the banking sector,” 
Mr Watling said 

However, he had some reser- 
vations about the flotation. 
“Building society borrowers 
and savers will lose out in the 
long term." he said. 

Jeremy Brazil, a 34-year-old 
insurance underwriter from 
Reading, has a mortgage with 
Halifax but took it out too late 
to receive free shares. He is el- 
igible for the Woolwich payout, 
however. “We've just moved 
house. It cost an arm and a leg 
and we'll use it for a holiday," 
said Mr Brazil, who is married 
with a son. 


Tokyo plunge sets tone for market jitters 


Tom Stevenson 
and Diane Coyle 


Markets around the world ex- 
perienced another volatile ses- 
sion yesterday after Tokyo set 
a jittery tone with a 770-point 
plunge. Higher-than-expecled 
employment figures in America 
sent VifolJ Street into an early 
downward spiral, catching Lon- 
don in the backwash despite re- 
ceding fears here of an early rise 
in UK base rates. 

Stock markets bore the brunt 
of investors' nerves, but in the 
US Treasury bonds also tumbled 
after a government report 
showed the unexpected rise in 
jobs last month was increasing 
wages, fanning inflation and 
bringing closer a rise in the cost 
of borrowing. The Labor De- 


partment said 262,000 jobs were 
created last month, more than 
the 200,000 economists had ex- 
pected and a worrying infla- 
tionary pointer, analysts said. 

Worries that the cost of 
American money would rise 
soon helped push the yield on 
30-year government bonds to 
their highest level since Sep- 
tember. “Slowly but surely the 
market's beginning to factor in 
a bit of a tightening," said one 
US fund manager. 

The fall in Tfokyo took the 
slide in the Nikkei index to more 
than 2,000 points in Lhe year's 
first full week of trading - ac- 
cording to one estimate a sum 
half the size of Canada's whole 
economy has been wiped off 
Japanese stocks over the past 
week. 


At 17303.65, the benchmark 
Japanese index has fallen more 
than 10 per cent in only five 
dealing sessions to its lowest 
level for 17 months. It has been 
the largest five-day decline 
since 1990 when the Japanese 
bubble economy burst and the 
stock market stoned a fall that 
wiped out half its value in less 
than two years. 

Selling in Tokyo has reached 
panic proportions according to 
some market observers with 
eight shares falling for every one 
that has risen. They’re selling 
the good as well as the bad," 
said one Japanese fund man- 
ager. Another added: “There 
are so many problems with the 
economy that have not been 
solved. The market is melting 
down." 


In London, shares were hit by 
VaL 


an early 67-point fall on Wa 
Street, despite a later recovery 
in the US market, and an un- 
expectedly downbeat assess- 
ment of December retail sales 
from the Confederation of 
British Industry, which was 
compounded by a profit warn- 
ing from catalogue retailer 
Argos. The FTSE 100 index 
closed 30.4 points lower at 
4,056.6 as the Wall Street drag 
was tempered by sluggish man- 
ufacturing output figures which 
appeared to increase Kenneth 
Clarke’s chances of getting to 
the general election without 
the need to raise interest rates 
further. They showed an unex- 
pected drop in manufacturing 
output last month. 

Some Gw experts blamed the 


fall on the recent strength of the 
pound for the setback. But the 
Treasury and other City econ- 
omists said the decline was 
probably a blip, as it was too 
soon for sterling's rise to have 
had much impact. 

The pound dipped in reaction 
to the fresh hopes that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would get away with leaving the 
cost of borrowing unchanged 


before the election. It fell by a 
5635. 


pfennig to close at DM2.66: 

Manufacturing output fell 
0.5 per cent during December, 
with declines across a wide 
range of industries. Higher en- 
ergy ouput due to bad weather 
took total industrial production 
up 0.4 per cent during the 
month. 

Market Report, page 20 


£684m Gehe bid set to 
clinch Lloyds battle 


Magnus Grimond 


Gehe. the German pharma- 
ceuticals distributor, yesterday 
looked dose to clinching the 12- 
month bid battle for Lloyds 
Chemists after raising its all- 
cash offer to £684m. 

The bidder moved into the 
market to scoop up just under 
21 per cent of Lloyds' shares 
soon after the announcement, 
that the offer was being raised 
from 500p to 525p a share and 
made final. 

The move comes a week be- 
fore the final deadline for 
higher offers, but Dieter Kam- 
mercr, Gehe chairman, said 
the delay was damaging the 
business. Since the start of the 


bid last January. Gehe esti- 
mated the value of Lloyds had 
declined by around 10 per cent. 
Adding that back to the revised 
terms, would value them at 
more like 560p to 570p a share, 
he claimed. There was no word 
from rival bidder UniChera 
yesterday but analysts said it 
would be difficult for it to top 
Gehe’s terms. 

Shares in Lloyds jumped 14p 
to 526.5p, but UniChem’swere 
also lOp higher at 256p on ex- 
pectations that it would not in- 
crease its offer. If UniChem 
does bow out, directors could 
make £4_3m in option profits 
and pay-offs, while the stake be- 
longing to Allen Lloyd, chair- 
man, could be worth£32m. 


Warning 
by Argos 
muddies 
sales 
picture 


T VI 4 


O 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


A confusing December retail 
picture was further muddied 
yesterday by disappointing sales 
figures ana a profit warning 
from catalogue retailer Argos- 

Chiming with a downbeat 
statement earlier in the week 
from Sears, Argos’s 4 per cent 
growth in like-for-like turnover 
paled in comparison with the 32 
per cent rise in new year sales 
announced yesterday by John 
Lewis. 

A clutch of trading state- 
ments from retailers and retail , 
related stocks such as HI-Tec|E 
Sports and Courtaulds Textiles, 
followed this week's weaker- 
than-expected retail trades 
survey. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry in its December Dis- 
tributive Ttades survey, said 
that although sales volumes 
were well up on a year earlier, 
they fell -below retailers' ex- 
pectations for the period. 

The emerging picture has 
been one of winners and losers, 
with big-ticket consumer 
durable items selling better 
than fashion, footwear, toys 
and gifts. “Christmas was 
patchy. Not every retailer en- 
joyed the benefit of increased 
sales," said Clive \feughan at re- 
tail analysts Verdict “People 
bad expected a boom and 
they’ve not got a boom." 

According to Argos, sales in 
tire 35 days up to and including 
Christmas Eve were up 4 per 
cent but the company warned 
that 1996 profits were unlikely 
to exceed the lower end of mar- 
ket expectations. Analysts had 
pencilled in profits of between 
£140m and £152m for the year 
to December. Argos’s shares 
tumbled I09.5p to 623.5p. 

Other retailers followed suit 
yesterday as the market fretted 
that the nascent consumer 
boom was benefiting some re- 
tailers considerably less than 
others. Marks & Spencer 
slipped 17p to 465.5p despite a 
statement from Courtaulds Tex- 
tiles which said it had experi- 
enced strong demand from 
M&S, one of its biggest cus- 
tomers . 

Next slipped 22Jp to 529p, 
House of Fraser was 5.5p off at 
141p and WH Smith closed 
16.5p to 443 Jp. 

Nick Bubb, retail analyst at 
Mees Pierson Securities, said he 
had expected like-for-like sales - 
growth for Argos over the* 
Christmas period of at least 7 
or 8 per cent. He said Argos's 
Christinas figures made Dixons’ 
trading figures out earlier this 
week look more impressive. 
Dixons said in the eight weeks 
to 4 January sales grew 8 per 
cent like-for-like from a year 
earlier. Despite that, its shares 
fell 27p to 5ilp last Wednesday 
on the day of the announcement 
and yesterday closed a further 
13 Jp lower at 494p. 
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Booker needs extra 
£25m to close sites 


Patrick Too her 


Shares in Booker fell sharply yes- 
terday after the food distribution 
company warned it would take 
a further £25ra charge to close 
some food distribution sites fol- 
lowing last November’s £264m 
purchase of warehouse retailer 
Nurdin & ftsacock. 

The charge, which comes on 
top of £52m already taken 
against the N&P acquisition, 
sent the shares 17,5p lower at 
381*5p. In a trading statement 
Booker said N&P’s sales over 
the Christmas period were 6 per 
cent lower than the previous 
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year, though profits were 
slightly higher than expected. 

Booker, the UK's largest cadi 
and cany group, said group 
sales for the year rose 3 per cent 
on a like-for-like hasis while sales - 
oyer the Christmas period were 
slightly ahead of last year. 

Booker plans to take, the re- 
structuring charge against its 
1996 results because of ration-^, 
alisaticm of N&P"s depot system. / 
The company said it had idea- . 
tified opportunities to use space 
at N&P depots for its foooser- 
vice business, allowing the 
rationalisation of Booker’s 
network of Foodservice rites. 


-jji 


'■ffS-N.iclyp 

~ u'-spc 

' rhe lieaj m 
rcrrijiwr wi 




mes; 
•- arc Hoi 


' in.j ' 1 1 ’'-'-ties pL 

V K. m . !" . ’ this \ 
1 ? “ ,J ‘ v ' i:: e*t 

> -AiiTdii* 

• ,r ;,, ' r cant T 


Vs 




" '^■■-.writes E 
ar-j :o be off* 
im 

;,J rjcord Icve 
'■ ' l 7‘T «-5uWe i! 

Thj gincr 
r’w.irar.'tfc ihnt i 

r^ir.:s:ti> m Sy 


" Indt7r h K . ,,reai ? «>mpana 



\ ir f^na-jv** V - anoul ^ a 

... 

the hand* 


"defea,- 

ihc Frankfu 

, ^ompanv's 

- the momiag i 




in a bnu 


I % Vr‘ f, V-^ an - v "“landing 

A^h as hccnffi? ^- 

Phil,^ t Vesu,rs . 

^"up. qJ? f. c links vi-ii 
U P^em^S.«K» Philips' 

• Sir J* also ^. e junior 




r w jec i io;h*“ Issijed ^ 


Febfu 





j^DTCEgENPENT • SATURDAY 1! JANUARY 


1997 


19 


business 



* 


1 



Virgin phenomenon rides on a lot of hot air 


JEREMY WARNER 


‘Since he sold his 
original, core music 
' business to EMI four 
years ago, Mr 
Branson has struggled 
_to find anything that 
comes close to filling 
. the gap’ 


lr 


Ts Virgin really ihe only internationally 
J-recognised global brand to have emerged 
from Britain over the past 20 years? lo a"re- 
cent article for The Economist , Richard Bran- 
son, Virgin’s founder and guiding light, came 
close to making this claim. Mr Branson’s ilf- 
fated attempt to circumnavigate the globe 
id a balloon has reminded us all that in some 
respects at least, he is probably righL Fur- 
thermore, the inference be draws from it - 
that this is a quite damning indictment of the 
British economy - is right too. 

While it is true that there are still quite a 
lot of bom-in-Bri tain brand names waltzing 
around the world - BP, Shell, Unilever, ICL 
the BBC and even British Airways - these 
are not recent creations. There is nothing 
that has come out of Britain since the war 
to compare with BMW. Nike, McDonalds or 
Sony. 

Except, perhaps. Virgin. The pity of the 
Virgin phenomenon, however, is that this is 
precisely what it is - more of a phenomenon 
than a brand and one, moreover, that feeds 
almost entirely off the publicity-seeking 
antics of one man. There is no definable 
product behind Virgin that sustains it as a 
brand. There is no ultimate driving machine, 
or Walkman, or fashion sportswear. Many 
and varied are the attempts to stamp estab- 
lished products with the Virgin name, but 
this is a rather different thing. And although 
the Virgin name is hugely well known, it is 


also the case that for the lime being its fame 
is unmatched by its substance. 

In that sense Virgin is a quiniessentially 
British thing. A bit like the Beatles, every- 
one’s heard of Virgin, but it is hard to know 
whether this fame generates any tangible 
benefit. In other words, is not the Virgin phe- 
nomenon just a lot of bluster and front, 
mostly (forgive the analogy) hot air? 

I read somewhere that Mr Branson's bal- 
loon trip generated well over£300m of free 
publicity for the Virgin “empire’’, or more 
than Pepsi Cola spent worldwide on its 
much-criticised relaunch. 1 find this rather 
hard to believe, especially since the exercise 
was a damp squib. Bui let's accept that even 
disappointing publicity is good publicity, 
especially when it is free. Free publicity for 
what though? 

Since he sold his original, core music busi- 
ness to EMI four years ago. Mr Branson has 
struggled to find anything that comes close 
to filling the gap. These days Virgin amounts 
to a small but highly successful and prof- 
itable airline, a small and moderately suc- 
cessful soft and alcoholic drinks business, a 
small and entirely unproven financial ser- 
vices operation, the Virgin megastores (rea- 
sonably profitable in the UK, unprofitable 
overseas), a relatively successful films and 
entertainment division, a couple of raD 
franchises, a stake in the high-speed Chan- 
nel Tunnel rail link project, an even smaller 


slake in Eurostar, a stake in MGM cinemas 
in the UK, now rebranded Virgin, and... yes, 
that's about it. 

With total annual sales of approaching 
fljbn. this is obviously no small enterprise. 
Furthermore, at the moment it is reasonably 
profitable. Pre-tax profits this year should 
amount to about £100m. The vast bulk of 
this, however, is Virgin Atlantic. The rest 
wouldn't even qualify Virgin for the FTSE 
350. By international standards, it is tiny. 
What is more, Mr Branson’s hotch poteta of 
entirely unrelated interests could hardly be 
a more unfashionable form of corporate 
organisation, in stock market terms at least 
- this on the nor-unreasonable logic that 
people who are good at running airlines are 
unlikely to be good at financial services too. 

Mr Branson believes received wisdom of 
this sort to be a canard, and in an entre- 
preneurial but small-scale way he is proving 
his point. His comparison of Virgin with the 
Japanese Keiretsu is an entirety bogus one, 
however. While it is true that Mitsubishi, one 
of the largest Keiretsu (family of companies) 
lends its name to a whole range of business 
interests from cars to textiles and financial 
services, the link between these companies 
is not nearly as strong as he would have us 
believe. Internationally it is not recognised 
at all. John Smith of Surbiton might wish to 
buy a Mitsubishi car but he is highly unlikely 
to bank with them too. 


Virgin is a quite different sort of “family”. 
Both in ownership and management terms, 
it is dominated by just one man. Mr Bran- 
son is Lhe cement that holds Virgin together 
and drives it forward. Without him, it would 
very rapidly fall apart. 

But let’s not be churlish about this. Vir- 
gin is responsible for a string of entrepre- 
neurial successes, some of which have also 
pushed out the barriers of product devel- 
opment. There is nothing particularly 
remarkable about this though. Rather, Vir- 
gin’s uniqueness is derived from the fact that 
such a disparate collection of quite small 
businesses could command such strong 
international recognition. This is undoubt- 
edly a wonderful and heroic achievement. 
Bui Virgin as a panacea for Britain’s eco- 
nomic woes, a new global brand for the next 
century? I’m going to take some convincing. 

A ny Chancellor who took lOp off the ba- 
.Zxsic rate of income tax in present cir- 
cumstances would be accused of recklessness 
to the point of criminality’. That, however, 
is roughly what the free share handouts from 
demutualising building societies are going to 
deliver to the British masses over the next 
year - more if the stoek market flotation of 
the Norwich Union and other likely life as- 
surance demutualisations are taken into ac- 
count In total well over £20bn of new money 
will be entering the economy. If only a half 


ci “ reaIis ed (with the rest left 

dill nSw Wa ?. ln the bonom drawer) we are 

rnncnrn about “ vwy substantial boost to 
consumer spending. 

Is this realty (be windfall we all think? For 
ose without qualifying building society 

fin?nriV he effecl JnSmo; SSyS 

finanmlty negative. Even for the 15 million 

knefii direetty- the net effect 
may not be particularly advantageous. This 
pump-priming consumer spend- 
ing on this scale, even when it is not being 
^ Government, must inevitably 
result in mgher interest rates. Quite how 
muc h higher interest rales will be bv the end 
of the year as a result of all this is anyone’s 
guess, but higher they certainly will be. Bor- 
rowing costs and mortgages wfl] be that 
much more expensive than if the Halifax. 

& Leicester, the Woolwich and oth- 
ers had not floated. 

Furthermore, it may well be that demu- 
luausauon will in itself lead to higher long- 
term borrowing costs and less competitive 
deposiL rates After flotation, the main pri- 
ft buildira societies will be to serve 
shareholders. That means hundreds of mil- 
bons of pounds in dividend payments that 
would otherwise go towards keener interest 
rates. Pressure to improve short-term 
further by milking the customer 
will be intense. All of which eoes to show 
that there is no such thing as a free lunch. 


£500m British 
Gas demerger 
eosts shock City 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Gas yesterday surprised 
investors and analysts by 
announcing a further £5G0m of 
restructuring provisions, inflat- 
^ s “ huge redundancy costs, in 

«• Reparation for next month's de- 

merger of its' supply business, 
which will be called Centrica. 

The write-offs, disclosed in 
more than 200 pages of docu- 
ments to shareholders outlining 
details of the demerger, will 
more than wipe out the com- 
pany’s annual profits for 1996. 
They«xJme oh top of expected 
provisions announced 'yesterday 
of £341m‘ro cover the recent 
deals with oil giants BP and Mo- 
bil to renegotiate some of 
British Gas’s £30bn-worth of 
Jong-lenn North Sea “take-or- 
pay" contracts to buy gas at 
inflated prices. 

British Gas had already 
announced exceptional charges 
of £457mr in the first nine 
months of last year to cover 
losses on its take-or-pay con- 
tracts. Based on analysts’ fore- 
casts. lhe total write-offs would 
plunge the company into losses 
of about £400m when the results 
r _ for 1996 are announced on 27 
Jbruaiy, compared with prof- 
its in 1995 of £607m. 

The group said the £5 00m 
charges would cover further 
redundancy payments, write- 
downs on the value of British 
Gas’s huge property portfolio 
and the costs of the demerger 


process itself, estimated at 
£55m. Roy Gardner, chief ex- 
ecutive designate of Centrica, 
defended the scale of the write- 
offs, which he maintained were 
in line with the company's ex- 
isting “conservative"’ accounting 
policy. 

A company source said the 
provisions also reflected the 
fact that 10,000 more staff had 
taken voluntary redundancy 
than anticipated. The original 
£I.65bn restructuring pro- 
gramme unveiled three years 
ago planned for staff cuts of 
some 25,000,' but- in recent 
• months more employees have 
left British Gas as morale in the 
company slumped. 

Last night analysts were still 
coming to terms with the write- 
offs and attempting to put a 
value on Centrica and the re- 
maining half of the business, 
which will be renamed “BG 
pic". One said: “These provi- 
sions are much bigger than 
we’d expected. We had as- 
sumed there would be further 
write-offs of around £200m or 
£300ro but not on this scale.” 

British Gas also dampened 
speculation yesterday of further 
imminent deals to renegotiate 
1 take-or-pay contracts. Follow- 
ing the agreements with BP and 
Mobil, representing around 20 
per cent of the total liabilities, 
analysts bad been expecting 
similar arrangements with Shell 
and other leading North Sea oil 
producers. 

However, Mr Gardner said 


one of his first tasks after the de- 
merger of Centrica, to be com- 
pleted on 17 February, would be 
to review the question of further 
take-or-pay deals. 

Centrica, which will own 
British Gas's vast Morecambe 
Bay gas fields, takes over the li- 
abilities to buy gas ax around 
19p a therm, much higher than 
current market prices of 15p a 
therm. 

However in recent months 
gas prices on the spot markets 
have been rising, alleviating 
some of the pain. 

Mr Gardner explained: 
■We've progressed with a num- 
ber of other deals but now 1 
want to pause for a while. One 
parameter is the rise in the gas 
price, though clearly we still 
nave a problem.” 

The demerger documents 
confirmed that Richard Gior- 
dano, British Gas chairman, 
will step down earlier than 
expected as chairman of Cen- 
trica at the end of June and will 
be replaced by Sir Michael 
Peny, former head of Unilever, 
the Anglo Dutch foods and 
detergents group. 

Following his departure, Mr 
Giordano's salary of £450,000, 
unchanged since his arrival at 
British Gas in 1994, would be 
halved, reflecting his dimin- 
ished role as non-executive 
chairman of BG. 

Under the demerger, existing 
British Gas shareholders will re- 
ceive one Centrica share for 
every share they already own. 



Mary Walz: ‘Working with the SFA has been arduous and protracted. I’m glad it’s over’ 


Walz escapes fine over Barings 
collapse but must pay £5,000 costs 


Jffl Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Mary Walz, the former Barings 
executive, has been repri- 
manded by the Securities and 
Futures Authority (SFA) and or- 
dered to pay £5,000 towards the 
regulator's costs. However, she 
has escaped a fine and has not 
been banned from working in 
the City. 

Ms Vfeiz avoided taking her 
case to a tribunal ty agreeing 
last year to settle one charge 
brought by the SFA Publication 
of the settlement details was de- 
layed while the SFA waited to 


discover if Ron Baker, her boss 
at Barings, would appeal a tri- 
bunal decision against him. 

“Working with the SFA has 
been arduous and protracted 
and I’m glad it’s finally over." 
Ms Wtiz said yesterday. An in- 
dustrial tribunal refused to 
grant her the £500.000 bonus 
she was awarded just hours be- 
fore Barings collapsed in 1995. 

The SFA has banned other 
Barings executives, including 
Peter Norris, the former chief 
executive of the bank, from 
working in the City. It intends 
to press on with two remaining 
tribunals in the Barings affair 


against lan Hopltins and James 
Bax. 

However, the SFA has failed 
to discipline the former chair- 
man. Peter Baring, and his 
deputy, Andrew Tuckey. 

The SFA said Ms Walz ac- 
cepted that between December 
1994 and February 1995 she had 
failed to act with due skill, care 
and diligence. 

“She did not properly moni- 
tor the proprietary trading ac- 
tivity known as the switching 
business in that she did not ap- 
preciate some alerting factors 
that occurred during this peri- 
od,” the SFA said. 


BA hits back 
over rivals’ 
link-up claims 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


British Airways and American 
Airlines yesterday launched a 
vigorous defence of their pro- 
posed alliance, hitting back at 
rival carriers' claims that it 
would create an unprecedent- 
ed monopoly on some of the 
most lucrative transatlantic 
routes. 

The two airlines were filing 
their joint application to the US 
Department of Transportation 
requesting formal approval for 
the alliance, which would give 
them some 60 per cent of flights 
between the UK and the US. 

The link-up, which involves 
pooling revenues, timetables 
and facilities, depends on the 
successful outcome of “open 
skies" talks between the two 
governments aimed at liberal- 
ising access to Heathrow Air- 
port. Negotiations are due to 
restart in three weeks’ time. 

British Airways insisted it 
was confident it would get the 
alliance approved by UK com- 
petition authorities. The Office 
of Fair Trading has given the 
deal its provisional approval on 
condition that the partners give 
up 168 lucrative runway slots at 
Heathrow. However, rival 
airlines have attacked the con- 
ditions as far too lenient. They 
would still leave British Airways 
and American with some 3.000 
slots at the airport. 

The alliance partners also 
submitted their response yes- 
terday to the OFT report, 
claiming the conditions rec- 
ommended were “excessive". 
But David Holmes, BA's direc- 
tor of regulatory affairs, told a 
news conference in Washington 


that the company was prepared 
io agree to give up some of its 
slots, hut only on condition 
that it was compensated for the 
loss at a fair market value. 

He continued: “I won't dis- 
guise the fact that the regula- 
tory process in the UK has 
taken longer than expected. 
However, there are no compe- 
tition problems that cannot be 
solved by BA agreeing to 
undertakings.” 

Rivals have stepped up then- 
campaign against the alliance in 
their own submissions to the 
OFT claiming that British Air- 
ways’ plan to sell the slots 
would give the company a huge 
“war chest” which it would use 
to put other carriers out of busi- 
ness. Experts have estimated the 
168 slots at Heathrow, equiva- 
lent to 12 round-trips a day. 
would net £180m. 

The whole issue of slot trad- 
ing has become more confused 
this week after news emerged 
that the European Commission 
has concluded that the practice 
is illegal under EC rules. The 
admission by sources dose to 
Neil Kinnock. the transport 
commissioner, threatens to un- 
dermine British Airways’ ne- 
gotiating position. The EC is stiD 
investigating the alliance and 
has insisted that it needs 
European approval before it can 
operate. 

Yesterday, a spokesman for 
American said the alliance 
would be tbe spur to a 
“dramatic” increase in compe- 
tition in the UK-US airline 
market as new carriers gained 
access to Heathrow. “We are 
flabbergasted by constant rep- 
etition of this nonsense about 
a monopoly," he said. 


In Brief 


& 


• Northern Rock, the building sodety planning a £lbn stock mar- 
ket flotation in the autumn, plans to spend up to£40m expanding 
its nursing home activities. The deal involves Kingsclear Homes, 
a private Middlesex-based operaator with 23 nursing homes and 
1250 beds. It will add to the 15 homes and 720 beds already run 
by Northern Rock's Regency Care Homes subsidiary. Northern 
Rode is one of four building societies planning to abandon its mu- 
tual status and convert to a bank this year, a process which will 
mean shares being banded out to an estimated 15 million people. 

» The Spanish government yesterday gave the green light for 
the privatisation of the remaining 21 per cent stake in the for- 
mer state-owned communications giant Telefonica in Spam s biggest 
- - Satisation operation to date, writes JpoabeOt Nash in Madrid. 
Nearly 200 million shares are to be offered for oubhc sale on 20 
January twice the amount already on the market. The Spanish 
stock market has soared to record levels in recent days w antic- 
ipadon of the bonMza, With doubkjhe |U»d 1^3 


to guarantee that 'than half the forth- 
coming packet of shares remains in Spanish hands. 

► At least two Sonth Korean ampanies said they weretaUdng 

with Airbus Industrie about joining its jumbo jet project aimed 
wnu Aiipns in mnncmn u,i n hree airliners. Samsung Aero- 



jorean/ursaiu lucjr 

p^’^were involved in talks about an aircraft capable ofcanymg 
pameswwmvuj _ confirmed it was holding talks with 

Bloomberg 


at least 550 passengers- . 
South Korean companies. 


• VniiraMven’s “defeat*' at the hands of General Motors was 

i£n£££A * DM70S - 

• tLm Morris. Chairman of Northern Electric, which lost its 

. Daw^.MonTS, cnainran hitter £782m hostile takeover 


■E has receive □ acccpwuw- 
S per cent of the company. 

5 ^ve minority shareholder was surpnsing. 

tfae Midlands-based engineering phj» raewe 

i^Snornthe junior Alternative Investment Market, 
invalso said it would seek shareholder approvalto^y 

lucent of the issued share capital- The proposed 
LbS io shareholder approval at an extraordinary 
SEW be held OH 4 February. 


Spot winners in £15bn society bonanza 


Anyone who thinks the econ- 
omy is not set for a buoyant 
1997, driven by strong con- 
sumerspending, has not reck- 
oned with the £15bn to be 
released from the Woolwich 
and Halifax building sodety 
flotations, details of which 
emerged this week. 

Together with the proposed 
flotations of Norwich Union. 
Alliance & Leicester and 
Northern Rode, an estimated 
£25bn of money that people 
had not previously counted on 
will be burning a hole in con- 
sumers’ pockets. 

This represents an un- 
precedented boost to the 
national economy, with very 
uncertain consequences. They 
are uncertain because nobody 
knows how much of those 
windfalls wfl] be squirrelled 
away and how much blown in 
an orgy of “what the faeD” con- 
sumerism. Tbe balance will 
depend on how good people 
feel about their finances gen- 
erally, but against a back- 
drop of rising house prices, 
low interest rates and foiling 
unemployment it would be 
surprising if an awful lot of the 
cash were not splurged. 

Another important factor 
is likely to be the size of the 
payouts from Woolwich and 
Halifax. With payouts aver- 
aging about £ 2 , 300 , many 
people wiD take the view that 
such an amount is hardfy 
going to transform their pen- 
sion fund but will buy a very 
nice holiday, or that multi- 
media PC they've been um- 
ming and a shing about for the 
past year or so. It might make 
a good down-payment for 
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that low-finance Ford Mondeo 
they’ve seen in the garage win- 
dow or replace that tired sofa. 

For those lucky enough to be 
benefiting from this moDey- 
for-nothing handout, the key 
question is when, if at all, to cash 
in their chips and take part in 
the consumer blow-out. For 
everyone else, the more relevant 
question is how to benefit at one 
remove from all that spending. 

For new Halifax sharehold- 
ers, the best advice would be to 
hold onto the shares at least for 
the first few weeks or months 
following the transfer of shares. 
That is because, unusually for 
rworth £12bn on the 


stock market, the big investing 
institutions will be heavily un- 
derweight with all the shares in 
the hands of the general pub- 
lic. There will be an unseemly 
scramble to buy a suitable 
weighting in the stock, and un- 
less everyone rushes for an ear- 
ly exit, die share price will be bid 
up sharply. Holding onto Abbey 
National shares paid handsome 
dividends after that first con- 
version. 

For everyone else, attention 
should focus on which sectors 
and companies are likely to be 
the biggest beneficiaries of the 
largess. To answer that question 
we have drawn up a portfolio of 


likely building society bonanza 
winners. 

Dixons said earlier this week 
that computers had been one of 
its best-selling items and there 
is no reason to suppose that 
trend is going to reverse this 
year. As owner of PC World, 
one of the leading computer 
superstores, Dixons should do 
well. 

A £1,300 payout wfll go a long 
way to replacing a household's 
washing machine and dish- 
washer, so expect sales of white 
goods to be strong at Comet, 
which is owned by B&Q to 
Wool worth’s group Kingfisher. 
Furniture should sell well at 
MFI, where profits are on a 
strong recovery tack. 

Our other hunch is that Hal- 
ifax and Wbolwich shares wiU be 
sold lo pay for holidays and new 
cars. In these sectors we are 


going for quality, even if lhe 
shares already discount much of 
the good news. Airtours is the 
best of the bunch in a recover- 
ing holiday industry and Reg 
Vardy looks good value after 
strong profits growth this week. 

Brokers miss 
the party 

Insurance brokers have com- 
pletely missed the stock market 
party of the last few years. One 
hundred pounds invested five 
years ago in the sub-sector, 
which ranges from the mighty 
Sedgwick to the lowly PWS, 
would now be worth something 
like £64. 

The reasons for litis dismal 
performance are not hard to 


188 


Insurance brokers lag stock market 


'trices rebased, 1 Jaway 1992*100 



find. Normally a highly cyclical 
industry, insurance rates have 
been weakening almost con- 
tinuously since the early 1990s. 
But whereas in a normal cycle 
weaker players would eventually 
be driven out, there has been 
less evidence of capacity cuts 
this time and the outlook is for 
soft rates to continue for the 
foreseeable future. 

It was therefore with con- 
siderable relief that the market 
heard the news Iasi month that 
Lloyd Thompson and JIB, two 
of the largest second-line bro- 
kers. had agreed to merge to 
create Jardine Lloyd Thomp- 
son. Expectations that that 
would be part of a consolidation 
trend appeared to be confirmed 
yesterday when two of the 
smaller players, Lowndes Lam- 
bert and Fenchurch, were 
forced to admit they were in 
merger talks after the latter’s 
shares started to move earlier 
this week. Fenchurch, which 
traded at 49p at the beginning 
of the week added a further 
Sop to 66.5p, while Lowndes 
pul on 7p lo UOp on the news. 

Any merger is likely to be de- 
fensive, given that growth is 
more likely to come from cost- 
culling and market share gains 
than any expansion of the top 
line. Tony Silverman, insurance 
analyst at NatWest Securities, 
expects market growth to be in 
the “low single-digit” per cent 
over the next few years. He es- 
timates there could be scope to 


shave at least 5 per cent from 
the combined costs of the two 
brokers, pul at around £1 15m. 

BcyoDd that, though. Fen- 
church also looks in need of 
Lowndes' management skills. 
Revenue and operating prof- 
its have grown sluggishly since 
1991 and last year was torrid, 
with a profits warning and the 
defection of a team of Soutb 
American specialists in Feb- 
ruarv followed by a halved 
final dividend and the loss of 
a chunk of business in the 
autumn. 

The logic behind the JLT 
merger looks more soundly 
based. Lloyd Thompson’s 
highly successful London mar- 
ket-based business should fit 
nicely with Jardine’s extensive 
foreign network and its strong 
links with the Far East, one of 
the few insurance markets 
still showing reasonable 
growth. 

JIT when it finally emerges, 
should be a reasonable bet for 
the long term, but punters 
hoping to catch the next wave 
of consolidation could take a 
look at Nelson Hurst, a group 
with the sort of international 
coverage that might attract a' 
bid from a more London-ori- 
entated broker. Mr Silver- 
man also points to the 
potential for slimming down 
overheads a CE Heath, where 
costs have been traditionally 
higher than average. The 
shares, unchanged at 96p, 
stand on a forward rating of 
under S. But the overall sec- 
tor is likely to continue to be 
dull particularly in view of the 
impact of the higher pound on 
overseas earnings. 
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Oil majors give erratic New York the cold shoulder 
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The unpredictable US em- 
ployment figures, which have 
achieved a justified reputa- 
tion for tripping share markets, 
were at it again yesterday. 

Footsie, looking distraught 
for most of the morning ses- 
sion, suddenly plunged more 
than 50 points as alarm bells 
echoed around the stock mar- 
ket about New York’s likely 
response to strong US jobless 
figures- In the event the Dow 
Jones Average survived, at 
least during London opening, 
the jobs data in rather better 
shape than had appeared 
likely; so by the close Footsie's 
alarmist fall had been cut to 
30.4 points at 4,056.6. The 
weakness of the Tokyo market 
was once again largely ignored. 

Oils ana power shares were 
oblivious to the machinations 
of US statistics. The prospects 
of more cold weather helped 
the major oil groups higher and 
it was the continuing takeover 
speculation, plus hopes of pos- 


itive trading developments, 
which kept second-Iineis on the 
boil 

Cairn Energy rose a further 
17p to a 485 .5p peak although 
the headlong advance of 
British Borneo Petroleum 
Syndicate slowed with a mod- 
est I0.5p gain to l,021p. Las- 
mo was the day’s best 
performing blue chip, up 8 p to 
243.5p. P anm ure Gordon re- 
cently put a 300p valuation on 
the shares but any bidder, and 
there is a growing suspicion 
one might appear soon, would 
probably have to pay around 
350p. 

National Power and Power- 
Gen, the generators, continued 
to defy gravity. There is per- 
sistent demand for the shares 
which can only partly be due 
to dividend yield considera- 
tions. PG surged 9p to 596p, 
taking it to near its year's high. 
NP rose lip to 478.5p. 

Stores were rattled by the 
surprisingly downbeat Argos 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


trading statement. Argos 
slumped IlOp to 623p, unset- 
tling Next, off 22.5p at 529p; 
Great Universal Stores ZL5p 


to 580p; Marks & Spencer 17p 
to 465^5p and Dixons 13 Jp to 


494p. 

Lloyds Chemists added 14p 
to 526.5p as one of the bidders, 
the German Gehe group, lift- 
ed its bid to 525p and moved 
into the market, building a 
20.91 per cent stake. 

Financials, on hopes of cor- 
porate activity, were strong 
with M&G, the unit trust 
group, 79p higher at 1,1 99p. 
Hambros, the merchant bank 
which saw off the unwelcomed 
attention of corporate raiders 
Regent Pacific last year, gained 


16p to 253p as SBC Warburg 
drew attention to its control- 
ling stake in high-flying Ham- 
bro Countrywide. The estate 
agent was unchanged at lllp 
after climbing from 36p in the 
past year. 

John D Wood, the estate 
agent, is expected to produce 
figures later this month; 
around £l-2m is expected. The 
shares fell 2p to 87op. 

Fendrarch, the insurance 
broker, seems set to collect the 
rumoured bid. The shares rose 
8.5p to 66.5p after merger 
tank with Lowndes Lambert, 
up 7p at IlOp. were an- 
nounced 

The proposed deal is the lat- 
est example of consolidation in 


the insurance broking industry. 
More get-togethers are 
expected. 

Ryland, the garage group, 
motored 28p to 107.5p after re- 
porting a bid approach and 
Arabis, an engineer and jew- 
ellery group which used to be 
called Excalibur, moved ahead 
5.5p to 22p as bid talks opened 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries remained under the whip 
of the HSBC James Cape l 
downgrading, falling 16p to 
735p after touching 71o.5p- 
P&O, on Kleinwort Benson 
support, rose 17p to 620p. 

The market continued to 
awaken to the problems ster- 
ling's strength holds for many 
groups, late & Eyie was lowered 
16.5p to 46S.5p as UBS down- 
graded on currency concerns. 
The three spirit giants were also 
on the receiving end of currency 
worries. Allied Domecq lost 8 p 
to 424op: Grand Metropolitan 
I3p to 432.5p and Guinness 3p 
to 436-5p. 


NatWest Securities knocked 
Williams Holdings, the con- 
glomerate, 7 Jp to 3365p by re- 
peating its sell advice. It 
believes Wiliams sum-of-the- 
parts valuation is 317p. 

SIG, the farmer Sheffield In- 
sulation, rose 9.5p to a 274_5p 
peak. Buy circulars appeared 
rhk week from Teather & 
Greenwood and Merrill Lynch 
and a 28Gp agency cross in- 
trigued the market T&G is 
looking for profits of £35m last 
year, up from £24. lm. This 
year’s estimate is £40m. 

Superframe, reflecting 
Dean Corporation’s control 
of 25.8 per cent of the 
photoframe group’s capital, 
gained 2 p to 20 p. 

Atlantic Telecom rose 3p to 
a L50Ap peak on ABN Amro 
Hoare G overt support 
Fulmar, which came to mar- 
ket last year, gained 3.5p to 
165p after doubting its 


□ JBA, the software develop- 
er; is riding high, partiy.on - 
hopes it will make a kiltingt> 
contributmg to solving the 
computer mXUewunm prob- 
lem. Kfeinwoxt Benson is 
thought fo have produced a 
buy note and NatWest Securi- 
ties is also putting pen to pa- 
per. JBA, with US quote 
ambitions, should have pro- 
duced profits of around £L3m 
last year and £l 6 ui is tiklefy 
this yean Tbe sbares, floated 
at 160p in the summer of 
1994, are near their fa^h at 
641.5p. They would be higher 
if a US valuation was applied. 


mrnover bv paying £1 .25m for 
VwR Royle. 


City primer 


□ Shares of Partco, the 
Coventry-based group rank- 
ing as the nation’s largest car 
parts distribotor.bave accel- 
erated as winter’s grip has 
tightened. They have dimbed 
322>p to 3S4p this month on 
thoughts about the damage to 
cars from road grit and salt 
treatment. 
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The view from a Harlequins hospitality box in the new £5m stand at The Stoop Memorial Ground in Twickenham 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Harlequins thrive on their sales pitch 


Veteran’s verve 
a vibrant test 
for McCullough 

Harry Mullan, in Boston, assesses the 
fighting Irishman's world title challenge 


If the Rugby Football Union 
ever decides to place the run ning 
of the English game in the 
hands of a single, all-powerful 
supremo, it might do worse 
than consider the talents of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber. Profes- 
sionalism may be Jess than a year 
old bur the Courage League is 
already beginning to resemble a 
West End show Gary Glitter 
soundtracks, Roy OrHson love 
songs, the Proclaimers and 
umpteen troupes of scantily 
dad dancing girls have all played 
their part in the wild, wacky and 
often excruciating world of pre- 
match entertainment. 

Had the cold snap not ac- 
counted for last month's match 
between Saracens and Orrell, 
Francois Pienaar would have 
run out at Enfield in the com- 
pany of a band of Zulu warriors. 
Having already attended a press 
conference in the chaotic sur- 
roundings of a virtual reality 
computerdome in Leicester 
Square, South Africa’s World 
Cup-winning captain must 
be feeling more like Indiana 


Jones than a blind-side flanker. 

Yet beneath the obsession 
with the puerile, some serious 
money-making is going on in 
the commercial departments of 
England's leading clubs. Leices- 
ter. for instance, report record 
takings in their club shop while 
Wasps, learning fast under the 
guidance of their entrepre- 
neurial backer, Chris Wright, 
are beginning to stand on their 
own two feet in the market 
place as well as on the pitch. 

Ironically, however, the most 
rapid advance towards the 21st 
century is being made by the 
most traditional of all English 
clubs. Harlequins, bankrolled by 
Japanese money and bolstered 
by its close axmectionswith both 
Twickenham and the City, are so 
far ahead of the game in terms 
of infrastructure, ideas and busi- 
ness awareness that if they’ could 
replicate their off-field perfor- 
mance on the pilch, they would 
win this year’s League and Cup 
double with one eye shut 

“We are run absolutely like 
a business.’’ says Robert Catcb- 


Chris Hewett looks at the Courage 
club doing the business off the field 


er, the dub's marketing exec- 
utive. who overseas a full-time 
staff of seven at The Sloop 
Memorial Ground. 

“We have a product to sell 
and a business plan in place to 
make sure we sell it. In the old 
days. Quins took the attitude 
that it was a privilege for peo- 
ple to do business with them. 
Now Lhe bool is on the other 
foot; we get out there and pre- 
sent ourselves to potential 
clients, pitching for custom 
like an advertising agency." 

That naked but hugely suc- 
cessful commercial approach is 
reflected in virtually' every' as- 
pect of the dub and with Catch- 
er antidpaiing a £3m profit 
from marketing activities this 
year. Quins are leaving all but 
the most successful Premiership 
football dubs with their faces 
in the din. 

That £3m estimate does not 
include gate money; neither 


docs it include cash generated 
by corporate hospitality or 
restaurant and bar facilities 
soon to be available at the 
Stoops new £5m stand, which 
will pay for itself inside seven 
years. “We finished the stand to 
hotel standard and when it be- 
comes fully operational in 
March, we will have restaurant 
space for 1,000 people and bar 
space for 2,000," Catcher says. 
“Most of the use wiE be non-rug- 
by; our proximity to Heathrow 
and the scarcity of suitable 
venues in South-west London 
make us a viable alternative for 
companies hosting conferences 
and product launches. 1 only 
wish the full range of facilities 
had been available from the start 
of the season, because it’s a 
massive asset," 

On the other side of the 
pitch, the Quins shop leads the 
way in rugby merchandising. 
"The famous Quins shirt is the 


biggest-selling dub Jersey in Lhe 
world - in fact, il may well be 
the biggest seller. Because we 
now believe it has overtaken the 
Welsb national jersey, which al- 
ways used to be the market 
leader. It is perceived by 
women in particular to be a 
fashion garment and because of 
rugby 's increased exposure this 
season, our manufacturers are 
now struggling to cope with de- 
mand. We’re out of stock here; 
the interest has been fantastic." 

The benefit nfaflihKB felt first 
and foremost by the director of 
rugby, Dick Best, and his coach- 
ing staff. Best is secure in the 
knowledge that he can pursue 
any player in the world with a 
chequebook the size of the new 
stand. It is no coinddence that 
the great New Zealand flanker. 
Michael Jones, and his long-time 
back row colleague from Auck- 
land, Zinzan Brooke, are both 
keen replay out their careers at 
Quins. They will be free to move 
when their international con- 
tracts expire after this autumns 
All Black tour of England and 


while their joint asking price of 
£800,000 for two years puts 
them beyond the majority of do- 
mestic sides. Quins can shoulder 
the burden with relative ease. 

With that sort of spending 
power. Quins believe they can 
buy success and clearly intend 
to try. it is not good news for the 
England selectors, who already 
regard The Stoop as a wasted 
trip because more than half of 
the current line-up is foreign. By 
the middle of next season, the 
Londoners may be fielding a 
side with only three or four 
English-qualified players. 

Does that worry anyone at 
The Sloop? Hardly. LitUe more 
than a decade ago. Quins were 
yesterday's men; powerful rivals 
- Leicester. Bath. Bristol and 
Gloucester - had left the old 
school lie brigade light years be- 
hind and were seuing new stan- 
dards in every phase of the 
game. Now, the wheel has come 
full circle. Money talks louder 
than ever and the City slickers 
from Twickers are beginning to 
shout at the tops of their voices. 


. ;r- 


Thomas’ chance to 
erase all doubts 


Bath so dangerous in a crisis 


i*:- > -*-»*- 


Arwel Thomas is ready to take 
the biggest opportnnity of his ca- 
reer against the United States 
at Cardiff Anns Park today 
and make Wales' famous 
outside-haif jersey his own. 

But, having stolen the posi- 
tion ahead of his rivals, 
Jonathan Davies and Nefl Jenk- 
ins, for this season's Five Na- 
tions’ Champions hip, Swansea's 
exciting young plavmaker in- 
tends to leave them trailing. 

“There are huge pressures 
attached to this job," the 22-year- 
old admitted “ You cannot afford 
to make it a burden though, be- 
cause nothing will work." 

Thomas, whose six previous 
caps were scattered throughout 
Wales’ 12 internationals last 
year, added: “This time, I real- 
ly intend holding on to ray place. 
Physically, I am a little bit big- 
ger and I’ve certainly gained 
some extra pace, but the most 
important thin g is experience 
and the belief that I can now han- 
dle being the Welsb fly-half.” 

The Wales coach. Kevin 
Bowring, clearly thinks so as well. 
“No matter how frustrating Ar- 
wel can be, when he plays, he 


brings out the best in our three- 
quarter line,” Bowring said. 

Bowring’s latest team selec- 
tion probably will not be his de- 
finitive version for the Five 
Nations opener against Scotland 
in Edinburgh on Saturday week. 

Jonathan Humphreys, the 
suspended skipper, is expected 
to return after sitting out the US 
match, while fit-again flanker 
Dale McIntosh could also chal- 
lenge if a new-look back row 
combination of Sieve Williams, 
Scott Quinnell and Colin 
CTiarvis does not function. 

WALES: J Thomas iCanMfl: I Bums iLlandW. 
A Bateman (RWHnonift. 3 Gtebs (Swansea, 
capti. G Thomas (Ekidond); A Thomas 
ISwanseai. R Howtay iCairtffi: C Loader 
(Swansea). G Jenkins (Swansea), D Yocmg 
iCarOitft, G UaweHyn (Hartequmu. M Rowley 
(Porsypndtf), S WHflams (Neaiftj. S Qubmefl 
(Richmond), C Chanda (Swansea). Roptoco- 
BMntac j Davies (Canffi, P John (ftmrywdd), 
C QuhmeO (Richmond), G Jones (Cardiff), L 
Musioe (Camffl), B WHflams (Neami. 
UNTIED STATES: M WHSnms iGewteman of 
Aspen; V Antoni (Yankees). R Tardtte (We 
College). M SeftamMbOfX (Remind, B High- 
tower (Gentlemen « Aspen); M Mexamler 
(Denver Barbarians), A Bachelet (Reading); H 
Lotwer (Btackheaihi. T BNtqis (Blackheatft). 
B LeCJerc iGenttemen of Aspen). C Vogj (Bnd- 
mtkJi. A Parker (Genflemen of Aspen), D Lyte 
(Bain. capo. R Liaa hong (Pontypridd), J WUK- 
amon iBetmoni Shore). Hop)«*f»wits=CU> 
pert (Rugby). S AJJen (Rugby). J Wafcar 
(Gentlemen of Aspen). B Howani (Life Cdtege). 
E Sctiram lOMBAC). C Morrow iGenUemen d 
Aspen). 

Referee: L Mayne (betantf). 


Fond farewells will be the or- 
der of the day at The Stoop this 
afternoon. Both Harlequins 
and Bath will be seeing the last 
of their expensive rugby league 
imports- Gary Connolly, Jason 
Robinson and the Paul broth- 
ers. Heniy and Robbie - return 
to the land of the six-tackle on 
Monday morning and just to 
make if really interesting, the 
losing side can also wave good- 
bye to their chances of winning 
the Courage title. 

Only two of the quartet will 
be on view in the all-ticket 
showdown in South-west Lon- 
don; Connolly's knee injury 
and Henry Paul’s difficulties in 
adjusting to the 15-man game 
rule them out. Robbie Paul 
partners Will Carling in the 
Quins midfield while Robinson, 
a unique performer uncon- 
strained by the disciplines of 
either code, plays on the left 
wing for the champions. 

Dick Best, the Quins coach, 
waxed lyrical yesterday about 
the impact of the league spe- 
cialists on both clubs. “They 
have performed magnificently in 
an unfamiliar environment. 
They were thrown in at the deep 
end of the union game and if the 


Chris Hewett previews the final taste 
of rugby union for the league imports 


opposite had happened and we 
had sent union players to 
league, they would have strug- 
gled for six months," he said. “I 
hope to see both Robbie and 
Gary in Quins colours again at 
the earliesL opportunity. 

Likewise, the Bath manage- 
ment have spent much of the last 
five months extolling Lhe virtues 
of their recruits. But the fact re- 
mains that both Paul brothers 
have struggled to secure a first- 
team place while Robinson, al- 
ways capable of transforming a 
convincing victory into an out- 
right massacre, has looked more 
vulnerable in tight encounters. 
Of the foursome, Connolly has 
made the most comfortable 
transition and Quins wflj miss his 
dynamic attacking qualities this 
afternoon. 

Just as they did before Christ- 
mas when, having established a 
17-3 interval lead at the Recre- 
ation Ground, they disappeared 
without trace in the second 
half and allowed Bath to kick- 
start their League campaign 
after misfires against Leicester. 
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nos v DunsiDf FB; Bwratton Heath Hartewjrts 

' vCC*&erRow 4 Horton): Corraxt) 

sOBle; GuBOMtJug) v Tow Ik 

ra TeWy WMer *■ lljft: MM tty v 
poetponed iptaytng ned Saturday): 

Reading Torn v 

ton) « North FflfTity. _ 

BMVMJWHfti' i-imPIPKCBamuMpn canoe ; 

IdS LEAGUE prenddf »rtafon: Cwrwy ^ 

My; Odtrt City <. 

'JBfiSXKSCSSSSSs 

SSSm: Chesnurt 
W** /Bedford: WWsoi 


A-’’* 


-BBhsygScat 

V H>ocMBy Town: » FuffV v 


Soottioni DMoon: EhJdungiam Town * Yore: 

Ondertonl v Ftsher AirteOK CmBTKeswrvCtwf- 

oor; Fleet v Enth & Betvectoe: Forest Great v 
Harenc Newport WW v St Leonards Stamwoit 
Trowbridge v Fareham; UtoDHtoovIBe v Ton- 
bridge: Weston-super-Ma re v Bas hley: Wey- 
mouth v Morgue: WKney » Daraora. 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 
BoftJmew St Mfchaefc V Banach: BrvJ0t»jn v 
Hrwpenfey: Cteetown y WMennalD Ftatoaowat Ha- 
rm v RubIuH: Oldbury v Shrlrial: Pefca* v Btak- 
ensO; SfflpertHO » SWtfortfc West W wands 
PDHCfl V RocSSUf. 

WWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Fbrt DMdK 

Croc “e nti in w Thamesmead i3.15): Deal w 
Chathem: Folkeswite Imicta v Cray WfijndMis: 
Hythe v Fwwrshern; Shaopey w Wtoolwieh: Siafla 

Giean w comutam: Tuiontse Wbfc » Becfcanham. 
UNUEf SUSSEX COUNTY LEAOLKRratDMalon: 
Hacw^Ji v Sfchey. totawod u SoiflFwrck; Pagum 

w TTwe Bridges: whncnowk v Lan^toy, Wfck v 

Burgess Hi: Eastooume Tew v NaMtaven. 
UHLSPORT UWTHJ COUNTIES LEAGUE Preniar 
DtvtstMB Bouree v Boston Town: Dotxmugh v 
k^rnsao: Htfbeacti v Eyneshury- Long BucWjy 

Mutton; )je»^P32r^ v 5^UtERtonv Fort 
Sports; Stewsru; & uov* Ccrty v SI NB«S. 

gCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE PremMrWAIon: 

BnflJWl V Tomrgnn:Oyen harn »< 

Farm; Chert « Bidatort: Bmorev tad&elef; 

Paijhxr yCsirte: Westwjry vfladi»d(. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES east LEAGUE Preintor 

aKstuugtttonvMaMy: HaflamuBHoerHaifieto 
Mam vSeliy: LwewdpJ v Bnge OwttTown y 
OssenjSSSrt; PrtermgvAmtmorpe:ThacMey « 
Shdfcto. 

NORTH WEST COUNTES IEAOE 
BBCkOCW town v c atheroa e atfougwEgr; 

woMHaTw;PN |: * flvB! l safl * aw;M ° l ? tw 5? |S 
irfltoSMi: MemeRtiaJ irammnp ii; Sato d vPw- 
reft: TWfert y JBherton CrtSanex KyJsSooev^A- 
hal GM; Preset* v St Helen. CtaafleJitf 0*P 
Xwfl rtSrtBtxs* V Newaslle TW". 
JEWSON WESSEX 1JEAOJE: lofton v Dcjvrtoh; 
Aerostncnsw vGoeport tomwreAKhrcvEMt 
m , pT- ruwiuuihuret v WhachunJt: Chr&Uhufh 

w Aitfl»er. Bomsev v PetenJtoM. 

jK.'SS5SS*S- : S 

K^ISnttoren » Fownhorn; Wadon . Fa- 

SmmON BREWERY HORTHERN leaolji E 
ru, Bjtngham SynVtOhiS Y Morpaih. 

g^^^^AucklantL-Crowvto- 
v Whrthare; Sashsm tod 

Cnr |T SQUfi 1 

^Ijournalwm^^ 

Frarertu»0» v 0*h- 
nacudcHn: Huntiy v w<* Acedemv: h«h v Pe"! 
^^ajyftnaMachareos. 


LEAGUE Of WALES: Bangy City v Conwy 13 JOi : 
Barry v Ton Perrre /Z30r. Caimgiwen y Own- 
bran: Cemaes Bav v Cornett's Ow Ebbw Vais 

V rim: Hohvetl » Portturwdog Welshpool v Flrn. 
Ptatpooed: Caenws ir Anaqrewiytn: 

SMBMOFF BUSH LEAGUE Prwrtar DNWore (WK 
v Ponadown: artonvtfe » cateramc Glenaiwi v 
GfcmcfMt: i*rte(dv Crusaders. HnaDMetortBaF 
lyntena v DKUlety-. Cantck v Nevury; Lame v Bel- 
lyctaia: Omagh v Bengjr. 

HARP LAGER CUP First round: Cobh Ramblers 
v sago Rowrei7J.5i: Deny Cav » Crvmtn (7 .3Di; 
DuMn (Mmrsrty » Pmknlb iZDi (at Sarere Ap 
enu»: Home Farm Erenon » Qienmore Ceitit 
I730i: Dr^tort v St Francis (7 J0i: Lnherat)- 
CtXega Du bun v Bray yiandetere i3.15). 

Rugby League 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP First round: Mpy- 
Wd v Eodes (2Di; MsAfreen * Durham Um (2Gt: 
(Mion v Ideal AH (2.CH; Owndert v henangtam 

(2.0) : SmMlewonn v Enenborougn (2-30): VH^m 
St Punch’s « Hatton Simms Cross (3.01 lot Cen- 
tral Pa*, WflanJ. First round replay: Clayton v 
Non-ronur 12 .O 1 . Swcond roomt BIKvEeemoni 
(2D): Ctodtov HU v Dewsbury Moor (2.30); toa 
Dochtre u EasDiKW tZOk Laids Umvarsny v ThR 
to Heath (2.0): Luck Lena v Hewortfi (2.0): IAF 
fort v East Leeds I2J3): Hddal v BetHiay O-Ot; 
Shidsugh v L*fli Mmar? 12.01: Wainev Central v 
Wfiflom QJ$\ Wca Hud v Hayoocfc 12 . 01 : Woo)- 
Eton v isel^tey ASaon (2.0). 

Rugby Union 

2.X uricsL stated 

rniHOHnoNALMUCH: WoteavuwedStacs 

(3.0) far CanSflArms Park). 

COURAGE CLUBS CHA1IPI0NSHV Natknrt 
Laafiie Ork Bnslol v wasps (3.0): Harteauns 

V Bath (3.0): London tnsh v Gloucester (3.0); 
Mnnarwon v tnceaer (2J Sjr. VMS HartfiOOrt 
vOireiaro.PoBipoMifcSaiBvSaaeansJu- 
Ure^Let^TW«:«(r>MK(KS0OtGrtnai. »- 
ttonrt League Throe: CWW v Raarntfi (3.0c 

FytteyLydnetr,LNeip(i£ilSFIelerBvLeeds;LBn- 
dan Vfcfch v tom i2J5); Mprt^vwaaa liOi: 
Obey v Hreregna 12.15). PoctMned: Raadr« 
v E*ttr Rosstyn Pad. » Whariedale. National 
uaga Four Monte Herctort « ucftfield: 
5nerteu v henfcl (230): EtoFfrai-TrtnivMan- 
chrsier, Startirtfee v Sandat Wrmmaon Pam 

* Piasm Grasshoppers. Postpone* Nuneaton 

* wbrecorar; Aspame v B«n»i f i#fflnySreihiJl.M»- 
tloort League Four Sturt* Camberiey u Beny 
Hi; crouton Ptrt u Msaon-S-Maw: toaiponect 
Asheens u Hrti WAcomoe: Chetenham v Hen- 
tear. Mbrtte Mumousi v NwDrey. Postponed: W* 
snamv Mn toSce Tabard v Boihnt 
5WALEC HJP FtfUt toon* Btttkwooa v Hnout 
(230). 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Second DMdea: 
AJwfWeryuCrtMfi Keys; Pomffooi uBonjmwn: 
Soutn watts Pobw w Uandwerv: wandanue, 
v UWtC (Csatfl inraturei (2 JO). Poetponw t 
MaestegyAbertvnon. 


SCOTTISH IEN»llSCHAMI>IONStrt> Premtof 
Laagae h rat DMetoie Curne v Jed-Famsr 
(20C hfetoaev Btmru^imue (2.0): Sorting COurv 
IV V Hanoi s FP izar. Watson But v Hamdi (2J)i. 
Prendw Iew0ie Sacond Dhtaton: DutcKe HSFP 
v Gala (2.0K Edvtbugh AcadS v Gtasgxv (2Xb: 
Glasgow Acads v West 0 < Scotand (2.0c Keteo 
v LUfiju 12.01. Premier Laagne Third DMshiK 
GtesgHi Southern v Preston Lodge (2.0): KB- 
mentock u Peebles (2.0c Muaseix^gh v fvrkcaloy 
I2.0K Selkirk V S tewan's Mauffle FP l2.0l. Pus- 
rtoer League DhMoa Fane Glemtxhes v Hil- 
hasdftjrtdnrei (2.0); tkrionem * Un^wtm 
(2.0); Greng^mouth v Goraurphute (2.0): Had- 
dtognn v Avr 12.0). 

RUURANCE C0RPORKIT0N mSH LEAGUE Hnt 
DtiiUcwBlBdmxkCols^vYOunglWjriaBrQrt 
Consthurem v St Mary^ Co#ea« Dun^mon v 
Old Wedey; liwnmane v Baiynwna: Otfl Cres- 
cent v Gairyowen; Shannon v Lansnowne. Tore- 
mre Cofiege v OU Behedere. Second DMMoiu 
Bectn« Rangers v Monksarem: DLSP t Malone: 
Derry v GneyaonoR HsMeB » NFC Surety's 
Wed v Dctpren; UCC v Skemes. 

CLUB MATCH: Canoeftwft Rfehmond v Cartrfl. 

Hockny 

WORLD CITIES IN DOOR CHAMPtOHSHIP Pool 
A: Camara, Otago*. JohanneAutc, Me* YorK. 
Port B: Berriiignoirv GopertBgjTL MaSrt tfipv'a 
19am to Bpmi far Kelvin Het, Ok©jw). 
ENGLISH MDOOR CLUB CHAMPUNSHP Re* 
Wrtnrey leund (Rwi flu wa, Woreastet): Can- 
nock, Firtaranos. OoncaMH. Haioonte, HtR, 
York CS. redans ill. 30- 7.0). (East Crtnotoad): 
Bkiahare. East Cnnaeod. RcadinR, bca. Si AF 
tans, ou Lnuemontans 1 1130-7.0). 

NASIRO AZZWRO South Pnmder. CU Whn- 
gfltms vSpencer. 


BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Derty Storm vE»c» Lon- 
don Toms (7 JO); Lauester Riders v SheftwU 
Sharks (7 JO): Manchester GdWs v BuCm'5 Wor- 
ttwg Hows (730); PfluBBW BuBets Brnwigriam 
vCheaar JflB(730): Hoitfl&Wanort RhaKv 
Conwu Qysui Paace (730): Thames Vattey 
Dgsrs y PayDoy IV Leouarm 

fee hockey 

SUPOTLEAGUE, A(t Scrttah EbfSecvLwnidDev- 
lb (6.0); NottrBtsm Pcnmere v Brecknefl Bees 
f7.0i; BMmgstoha Bison u NawcasOe Cobras 
(630). 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Slough Jets v Medway 
Been 1630): SoRiul Sse vGuUfort Flames 
(530); Swindon kxtorts « PoBtomifift FvatK 
(B30): TeKort TigM v hatgaon Hawks (7301 
NORTHERN PRBRSt: Casotreagft Knsfto vDvn- 
mb vitatge (6.0c Fife Flyers v Bteckburr Hawks 
(70 k Wrrtt>v Warmore v Mirrayhau toysH 
(630). 


Wbsps and Northampton. Bath, 
who yesterday completed the 
signing of the Argentinian lock, 
German Llanes, on a two-year 
deal worth £175, (XX), have never 
lost to Wasps in a league match 
and at the end of a week that 
saw the departure of their 
coach, Brian Ashton, after a 
prolonged internal dispute, they 
have no intention of taking an- 
other body blow. 

“Whenever we are threat- 
ened with a playing or person- 
nel crisis, our response is to go 
ou i and win well," their captain, 
Phil de Glanville, said. 

It is now becoming obvious 
that the most successful league- 
union crossover signing was 
made by joint leaders Wasps 
when they enticed the former All 
Black, winger Vh’aiga Tuigamala 
to north London. Rather like 
Jonathan Davies, Scott Gibbs, 
Allan Bateman and the Quinnell 
brothers, Tuigamala is an in- 
stinctive muon player who has 
benefited hugely from the pro- 
fessional regune he discovered 
in league. It is little wonder that 


Other sports 

BOXING: Brand feafterweigrt title: C McMillan 
iBsMtg.hotaen vPbtfje fficatxrouffiHYji Had 
Bemrui Groeti 

DARTS: EmtiKsy Worio Cnamomnsitfl iFnnuev 
Green. Suneyi. 

TABLE TENNIS: Engle* Open ihetienrvgi. 

TOMORROW 

Football 

HARP LAGER CUP First round: Coik Cny v Gal- 
way (2.01; Gama v Dragneda rr.oi fa K*?a- 
ftiais&vn. Oonsito. 0ui*n>.' Krwwry v Bonentare 
13.15): Shamrock total v Limerick (3.15); 
Vaieuew ShankiU • Rockmoum ;2.0i lor Straa- 
totDk. Stackredu Ou&mj; Wnynde Cene v Fmn 
Hans (20) (df Cartse Ground, amyl: VMUBhair 
Ran^v(Xmaa»irxnfdiPa^M37cri9>’Par>. 
DuW»t flnjMrt). 

Rugby League 

FRENDIX MATCHES: Banrwr v Caifc* (KX: HuB 
vOJdftam (3.0): Lt^r v Svnmon (i0« Si Helens 
v uxeui i3J». Postponed: Feathereune v Hun- 
Skrt. 

Rugby Union 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE First DMmr: 

qxm vev v (Jane't (230). 

Hockey 

WORLD OTES HOOORCHAMPnNSWPilMrin 
HNL Gtasguw): 9.30-5.30 (Fnai «20i. 
ENGLISH INDOOR CUJfi CHAMPHMSfflP Pre- 
Dminaiy round (PonSnMtt. Woreestet): 10.0- 
3.0: (East OrtitsUtod): 10.0-3.0. 

Baslcetball 

BUDWEKR LEAGUE: SneNeto Sharks vHemel 
& WWbrt Royals (5.30); PiayMy TV teopaite v 
Newasde Ea^es (7,0). 

Ice hockey 

SUPEDLEAGUE: Newasw Coorea v Ayr SCSRUri 
E^es i&30i: Mancneswr Siam » Basn^sioke 
Been (6JS: Braomel Bees v Sheffield SihSbsi&O). 

PERMtmt£A(WE:GiA9(brtRsrne9vrflflK(r>gur; 

( 6 .O 1 : wngaon Harts v Paemonuffi Pnww 
(5.45c Medway Dears v SwrdOri kaUrtS |SJ5>; 
SoUUI Blare v Stoutfi Jet? J-0). 

TORIHERN PREMIBi LEAGUE: Btatom Hawks 
» Paeay Pnaies (6.0c OumStes VNncs » Whit- 
ty Wdmors 15451: Munayteto Royals » Fife FV 
ere (6.30i. 

Other sports 

TABLE TENNIS! Enjfsh Open (Kettering). 
DARTS: Embassy Wtxa Crtantptortship (Fnmtey 
Green. Suney) 


Wasps are negotiating hand with 
Wigan to retain his services for 
the rest of the campaign. “We 
are very hopeful of reaching a 
financial arrangement that will 
enable Inga to help our bid for 
the double." Geoff Huckslep, 
their chief executive, confirmed. 

Wasps, whose match at Bris- 
tol was in serious doubt yes- 
terday because of the frozen 
conditions at the Memorial 
Ground, named luigamala in a 
side unchanged from the one 
defeated by Quins last weekend 

Title favourites Leicester have 
decided against blooding their 
Springbok outside-half. Joel 
Stransky, against Northampton 
at franklins Gardens. Icy con- 
ditions played havoc with the 
Tigers’ preparations this week 
and Bob Dwyer, their coach, 
opted to play safe by sticking with 
RobUley. 

There was more positive news 
for another Springbok yesterday. 
Sieve Atherton, the experienced 
second row from Natal, agreed 
a 30- month deal with Second Di- 
vision Richmond. As the hold- 
er of a British passport - he was 
bom in Hampshire - the 31- 
year-old will not count as an 
overseas player. 


Rafael Mendoza, who has guid- 
ed the World Boxing Couiwl su- 
per-bantamweight champion 
Daniel Zaragoza, throughout 
the 39-year-old's extraordinary 
career, keeps assuring us that 
each fight will be his last. ‘Be- 
fore evciy fight." he savs. “J tell 
him: ‘This would be a good fight 
to go out on* but evciy time, 
around about the eighth or 
ninth rounds, he will S av: 
‘Rafael, 1 have a new plan. I'm 
going to fight one more lime.'” 

The consensus of opinion 
among the boxing fraternity 
gathered in Boston tu'r 
Zaragoza's 2tXh world tide tight 
tonight against Irelands Vtavne 
McCullough is that this -one 
more" wiD be one too manv. dial 
the still substantial remnants of 
the skill which has made 
Zaragoza a four-times world 
champion will not be enough to 
hold off an eager and ambitions 
26-vear-old who has ulrendv 
won one championship - the 
World Boxing Council ban- 
tamweight bell - and strongly 
fancies his chances of a second. 

“He's tough." McCullough 
acknowledges laconically, “hut 
I’m pretty tough too." 

He would deny it of course, 
but much of his positive think- 
ing probably derives from 
Zaragoza's propensity to bleed, 
usually during the referee s in- 
structions. The champion s face 
is like a map of the rivers of the 
world. He is a strange looking 
individual, with the wizened 
and lined face of a much-abused 
garden gnome transplanted on 
to the body of an athlete. 

Zaragoza himself offers the 
best analysis of the qualities 
which have carried him through 
such a long career, covering one 
reign as WBC bantamweight 
champion and three as .super- 
bantamweight king. “I may not 
be the best fighter in the world." 
he says, “but I am the most stub- 
hom." He may Weed copious- 
ly in every fight, hut is 
immensely reassured by the 
presence here of the WBC 
-resident, Jose Suiaimao, who 
is chosen to come to Boston 


Z 


nil her than travel lo Nashville 
where the much bigher-profile 
WBC light-middleweight cham- 
pion. Terry Norris, defends his 
title tonight, hours before 
Zaragoza enlere the ring at the 
Hynes Convention Center, h 
would require naivety on a 
staggering scale u> believe that 
Sulaiman. a Mexican, has noi 
had a quid word with tonight's 
releree about the implications 
of being panicked into a hasty 
stoppage when his compatriot 
si art*; to bleed. 

However, tonight’s contest 
will not. 1 believe, be decided by 
skulduggery or conspiracy. 
Zaragoza is a fighter of genuine 
and undisputed' quality, who has 
never once boxed in a title 
fight in his homeland hut has 
still managed lo win 12 and 
draw three of his 19 world title 
fights in places as scattered as 
Korea. Italy. America. Japan 
and France. That lakes class and 
courage, not luck, and 
McCullough is right to accord 
(he ha it Ic-sciitTcd veteran such 
deep respect. 

McCullough has built his ca- 
reer 1 2o fights. 20 wins) on re- 
lentless aggression and a punch 
rate which would have made Joe 
Frazier, himself a protege of 
McCullough's trainer. Eddie 
Finch, seem workshy.The fiery 
Irishman is likeh to be too 
young and fresh for the veter- 
an. particularly now that he is 
freed from the struggle of mak- 
ing the bamamwefglu limit of 
1 181 hs at which, until the fust 
bell sounds tonight, he still 
holds the WBC championship. 
“Wavne is tough early and he's 
tough late." says assistant train- 
er The! Torrence in a vivid de- 
scription of his man’s style of 
pressure- fighting. 

Even great champions -and 
Zaragoza surely deserves that 
description - get old some- 
time. and tonight should be his 
turn, “it’s the passing of the ba- 
ton." says McCullough's man- 
ager, Mat Tin ley. “This is a 
farewell party for Zaragoza.” 

Nice scenario, but has anyone 
told Daniel ? 


Akinwande between 
Welch and the elite 


Not so long ago the prospect of 
Henry' Akinwande fighting 
Scott Welch would hardly have 
been a compelling attraction at 
the end of Brighton pier. De- 
spite his fine technical ability. 
Akinwande was seen as dull and 
unfashionable while Welch was 
remembered mainly for being 
battered to a five-round defeat 
by the ponderous James Oye- 
bola 30 months ago. 

Now Welch stands just one 
major victory away from be- 
coming a white world heavy- 
weight champion, attaining 
membership of an exclusive 
club and a guaranteed entry to 
the ranks of the big-time. 

Welch would suddenly be 
known in America fight circles 
if he overcomes the 6ft 7in 
Akinwande in the all-British 
showdown for the World Box- 
ing Organisation title at the 
Nashvific Arena todav. 

A Welch win would hardly 
likely to be a triumph for sci- 
ence. His strategy will he to get 
past Akinwande's telescopic 
arms and rough him up inside. 


tactics that are likely to give the 
referee a buw night. 

Welch believes he is a genuine 
contender for a world crown, and 
his association with the trainer 
Jim McDonnell has enhanced 
his stamina and technique. 

At a pre- fight press confer- 
ence Welch managed to wind up 
Akinwande to the extent that 
the pair had to be pulled apart. 

TTic Florida-based, London- 
born Akinwande will be mak- 
ing the second defence of the 
title he won by knocking out 
Jeremy Williams in June. He 
then dismantled the Russian 
Alexander ZoUtin in November. 

Akinwande is the official 
leading contender lo meet the 
winner of next month’s Lennox 
Lewis-OIiver McCall World 
Boxing Council title clash with- 
in 90 days. 

A cash row has flared be- 
tween rival promoters, Dan 
Duva and Don King, regarding 
that fight. King is demanding a 
letter of credii guaranteeing Mc- 
Call's puree of $3ra (£l.Sm) plus 
training expenses of $200,000. 


Wigan face Saints 
and vote on future 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

This is, whichever way you look 
at it, a big weekend for Wigan, 
with moves towards deciding 
their future today followed to- 
morrow by the sort of match 
that has enlivened their past. 

A shareholders' meeting ai 
Central Park this afternoon 
will vote on three ground op- 
tions. They are: selling their pre- 
sent stadium to the Wigan 
Athletic chairman. Dave Whe- 
lan, who will develop it for 
joint use: building a new ground 
in Wigan; or moving in with 
Bolton Whnderersat their new 
stadium in Horwich. 

Wigan's directors, who hold 
the majority of the shares, say 
they will decide on their course 
of action after today’s votes are 
counted. 

Calculating the outcome of 
the Norweb Winter Challenge 
will be more straightforward. 
Wigan go into the delayed sec- 
ond leg at St Helens tomorrow 
with a 10-point lead carried over 
from Boxing Day, 

That will not look an 


insurmountable handicap to 
Saints on their own ground 
and with four important play- 
ers back in their side after miss- 
ing the first match. 

Wigan, on the other hand, 
field a ream similar to the one 
that overcame the absence of a 
number of first-team regulars at 
Central Park. 

The one returnee is Simon 
Haughton. who has recovered 
from a groin operation. He re- 
places Steve Holgate in the 
starting line-up, Holgate taking 
a place on the bench alongside 
Nigel Wight, who missed the 
first leg with flu. 

In another pre-season work- 
out, Feaihersrone fans will gel 
their first look aL the three new 
signings from Leeds - Lee 
Maher, Paddy Handley and 
Paul Gleadhill - against 
Hunslet today. 

Hull KR, who beat Hunslet 
to promotion from the Second 
Division last season, have been 
served with a winding-up order 
by the Inland Revenue, which 
is claiming almost £250,000 in 
unpaid tax. The club is to apply 
for an administration order on 
Monday. 


UOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


■ I feel I have taken the 
club as far as I can and 
that it would be in the best 
interests of all concerned 
if I resigned. Kevin Kee- 
gan, Newcastle United 
manager. 

■ He will never be for- 
gotten. I am stunned. Ter- 
ry McDermott, caretaker 
manager at Newcastle. 

■ People are saying it's 
like the Queen dying. I 
think it’s worse. John 
Regan, secretaiy of the 
Independent Newcastle 
United Supporters’ Club. 

■ It has all happened 
rather quickly but the club 
has to go on. Kevin would 
want that Sir John Hall, 
Newcastle's chairman. 

■ If i had any doubts 
about whether I’d made 
the right decision they 
were banished after this. 
Liam Botham, who de- 
cided on a rugfey career in- 
stead of cricket, after his 
successful debut for West 
Hartlepool. 

1 1 misjudged it and near- 
ly wore it in the gob. Emi- 
ly Drumm who caught 
England captain Mike 
Atherton in a friendly 
match in Auckland. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN: Chanda Rubin made her breakthrough in Melbourne last year. John Roberts tracks her comeback Kafelnikov 

. . , ruled out 

Marathon woman 91 as injuries 

mount up* 


makes return to 
Grand Slam stage 


Devotees wili be aware that the 
venue of next week's Australian 
Open, Flinders Park, has been 
renamed Melbourne Park, and 
that if Chanda Rubin is al- 
lowed to park she is not readi- 
ly removed. 

Having built a reputation as 

the marathon woman of tennis, 
the petite American had the 
misfortune to miss the last 
three Grand Slam tournaments, 
the French, Wimbledon and 
United States championships, 
because of injury. 

The problem appears to have 
been cured by surgery to remove 
the hook of the hama te bone 
from Rubin's right hand, and 
the delightful 20-year-old is 
preparing to outstay her oppo- 
nents, though not her welcome. 

Australia is her favourite 
place to visit, not only for the 
usual reasons (“its beauty and 
friendly people"') but also be- 
cause her debut in Melbourne 
a year ago crandded with her first 
Grand Slam title as a senior play- 
er. albeit the women's doubles, 
with Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

It was the first tournament 
the pair had played together, 
and the wonder of their triumph 
was that the Spaniard could 
bear Lhe sight of her partner af- 
ter what occurred in the singles 
quarter-finals. 

The organisers might have 
considered asking Rubin and 
Sanchez Vicario if they were 
willing to take out a mortgage 
on the court Their singles duel, 
as enthralling as it was lengthy, 
ate into the night for three 
hours and 33 minutes - the con- 
cluding set taking two hours and 
22 minutes -until Sanchez Vic- 
ario, the great retriever, was able 
to retrieve no more. 

Rubin, the No 13 seed, hit a 
winning voUey on her sixth 
match point to defeat the third- 
seeded Sanchez Vicario. 6-4, 
2-6, 16-14, and advance to her 
first Grand Slam semi-final and 
to No 10 in the world rankings. 
While digesting that, Rubin 
was informed that she bad won 
the longest women’s match ever 
played at the Australian Open. 

Big deal. Rubin’s second 
round victory at Wimbledon in 
1995 against the Canadian Pa- 
tricia Hy-BouJais, 7-6, 6-7, 1 7-15, 
stands as the tongsst women’s sinr 
gles match in Grind Slam history 
in terms of time (three hours and 
45 minutes), the total number of 
games (58), and the number of 
games in a set (32). “In the last 
set I knew I still wanted to win, 
but I couldn't remember why," 
Rubin said. She added, “You 
push yourself and it allows you 


to find out where your limits are, 
if there are limits.” 

Three weeks prior to that, 
Rubin had lured the Czech 
Jana Novotna into a classic ca- 
pitulation in the third round of 
the French Open by fighting off 
nine match points and a third 
set deficit of 0-5, 0-40. 

Last January, in addition to 
sharing the Australian Open 
doubles prize with Sanchez Vic- 
ario, Rubin haH the distincti on 


singles championship. But that 
was scant consolation for failing 
to secure a place in the final . 

Although Rubin had not 
played Seles before, her nim- 
bleness troubled the top seed 
sufficiently for her to take the 
opening set of the semi-final on 
a tie-break (7-2), and to recov- 

You push 
yourself and it 
allows you to 
find out where 
your limits are, if 
there are limits’ 


er from a severe letdown in the 
second set (1-6) to gain the ini- 
tiative in the third. 

Rubin led 4-1. had points to 
break for 5-1, and served for the 
match at 5-3. At 30-15. Rubin 
went for an ace and missed. She 
also went for an ace on the sec- 
ond serve, lhe gamble failed. Ru- 
bin salvaged only two more 
points as Seles won 6-7, 6-1, 7-5. 

Overcoming her disappoint- 
ment, Rubin continued to pros- 
per. In March she qualified for 
the Million Dollar Club in 
prize-money after reaching the 
quarter-finals at Indian Wells. 
California, where she won the 
doubles with Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy, and raised her world 
ranking to No 6 by reaching the 
singles final at the Lipton 
Championships in Florida. 

Rubin's fifth Tour final end- 
ed in defeat - as did the previ- 
ous four, at Phoenix, Chicago. 
Los Angeles and Eastbourne - 
but on this occasion the adver- 
sary was Steffi Graf, who has a 
knack of confining their contests 
to a sprint distance. 

“Fbr some reason, Chanda 
hasn't played the best against 
me," said Graf, who has won 
their four matches in straight 
sets, with the American accu- 


mulating a total of only 14 
games. “Steffi and Monica are 
both great players," Rubin said, 
“but Steffi’s game definitely pre- 
sents more problems for roe." 

One reason is that Rubin 
makes more mistakes when [ 
ingGrat In losing the Lipton; 
nal, 6-1, 6-3, Rubin committed 
26 unforced errors, five of them 
double-faults - although it tran- 
spired that her right hand had 
been damaged durmg the course 
of the tournament 

Rubin was able to make only 
one further appearance between 
April and November, the injury 
forcing her to retire after one set 
of a tournament in June. She un- 
derwent surgery in September, 
and reached the quarter-finals of 
the second event of her come- 
back, in Philadelphia, defeating 
die eighth-ranked Iva Majoli, of 
Goatia. 

While Rubin inevitably ex- 
perienced moments of frustra- 
tion during the lengthy lay-off, 
her rehabilitation was general- 
ly hassle-free, in accord with die 
gradual nature of her progress 
from the junior ranks. 

With Rubin* there is not a 
hint of parental pressure to do 
anything other than enjoy her 
career. Her father Edward is a 
district judge in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, her mother 
Bernadette is a retired teacher. 

Chanda, along with her old- 
er sister. La Shon, and younger 
brother, Edward, grew op with 
a tennis court and a swimming 
pool at home. “We never had 
a need for her to support us," 
her mother says. “There was no 
pressure for us to rush her." 

Nor is over-emphasis placed 
on the family’s African-Amer- 
ican coots. “We don’t want to 
stand out from everybody else," 
Bernadette says. “We just want 
to be like everyone elsk and we 
are, if you look past our colour." 

The tennis court was 
Bernadette’s idea. “When oar 
house was built, I asked my hus- 
band to build a tennis court be- 
cause I wanted to Jeam ro play. 
He said, ‘OK, HI do that for 
u. But since I already know 
ow to swim. I'm going to build 
a pool first’." 

It could be said that fear 
played a part in Chanda’s grav- 
itation to tennis as a five-year- 
old, but not in the usual sense. 
“I had fallen asleep in my 
house, and when I woke up, no 
one was around and I got kind 
of scared," she recalls. “Then it 
came to me. They are proba- 
bly outside on the tennis court’ 
It was like, ‘Wow, what a relief 
I remember walking out on 
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DERRICK WHITE 


After missing three Grand Slams following surgery on her wrist, Chanda Rubin is hitting form again Photograph: AP 


the court and thinking it was a 
good place. Everyone was hav- 
ing a good time and I just 
wanted to be out there." 

In comparison to some of her 
American predecessors, no- 
tably Tracy Austin. Andrea 
Jaeger and Jennifer Capriati, 
the gestation of Rubin’s career 
was hype-free, even though she 
was ranked No 1 nationally at 
12-and-under at the age of 11 
and, at 12, was the top female 
US player aged 14- and- under. 

That was when she first told 
her mother, “I wanna go pro.” 
and received a wry smile in re- 
sponse. “I think she had heard 
that phrase from a couple of the 
high school boys, who were talk- 
ing about football and basket- 
ball,” Bernadette says. “We 
really didn’t think she wuld stick 
to that idea. But sure enough, 
that’s what she wanted to do." 

Rubin was 15 when she did 


turn professional, at the 1991 
US Open. “I knew that I was go- 
ing to turn pro before going to 
college because it would have 
been just too long for me to 
wait,” she says. 

Although a finalist at her sec- 
ond tournament in Phoenix, 
she nevertheless continued with 
her high school education be- 
fore travelling on the tour full 
time. Indeed, she elected to 
miss the 1993 French Open in 
order to march with her grad- 
uating class at the Episcopal 
School of Acad i ana. 

By then Rubin’s all-court style 
had established her as a dan- 
gerous competitor, one capable 
of graduating from the Wim- 
bledon junior singles title to the 
US Open fourth round in 1992. 

Endeavouring to maintain a 
healthy balance between pro- 
fessional tennis and life in gen- 
eral, Rubin has earned as much 


respect for her work in the lo- 
cal and state community - con- 
ducting dinics, involving herself 
with a children's museum, the 
American Heart Association, 
Special Olympics causes and 
wheelchair tennis - as she has 
been shown for her perfor- 
mances on the court. 

In 1995, she received the 
WTA Tour's Most Improved 
Player Award, and was named 
the USTAs female Athlete of 
the Year and became the first 
tennis player to be selected as 
the US Olympic Committee's 
Athlete of the Month. In recog- 
nition of this, her home town of 
Lafayette declared 12 Septem- 
ber, 1995, “Chanda Rubin Day". 

The ITF News observed that 
“Chanda is making a habit of 
claiming her own day at the 
Grand Slam championships". 
She certainly did that at 
Flinders Park, as the National 


Tennis Centre was known for 
nine years until the Victoria par- 
liament had the name changed 
to Melbourne Park on the day 
after last years tournament, in 
order to accentuate the city. 

Matthew Flinders probably 
would have approved. After 
all. Flinders was the English 
navigator who insisted on call- 
ing the continent Australia af- 
ter it had been named New 
Holland by the Dutch and New 
South Wales by Captain Cook. 

What's in a name? Lafayette 
was a French general who be- 
came a hero of the American 
cause against [he British. And 
Chanda? A reporter tele- 
phoned the family and asked 
where the name came from and 
if it was of African origin. “We 
found that very amusing." 
Bernadette says. “Chanda is an 
.American Indian name, and I 
got it out of a baity book." 


Sampras squares up to Chang in final 


Pete Sampras will be given a 
stem examination of bis readi- 
ness for next week's Australian 
Opea when he plays fellow 
American Michael Chang in 
the final of a warm-up exhibition 
event today. 

Sampras, the top seed in the 
season's first Grand Slam in 
Melbourne, which starts on 
Monday, will try to prevent 


Chang, second-seeded in the 
Open, from winning his third 
Colonial Classic title in a row. 

Sampras, the world No 1, ad- 
vanced without hitting a ball at 
Kooyong yesterday when the 
world No 4. Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov. was forced to withdraw 
because of a broken hand. 

“Michael is a true test to see 
where I am at,” Sampras said of 


his meeting with the world 
No 2. 

“He plays very well in 
Australia and we will see how 
it goes out there. It’s not a 
Grand Slam final, so I want to 
make sure I'm hitting the hall 
well and feeling fit and ready to 
go on Monday." 

Chang, who lost to Boris 
Becker in the Australian Open 


final last January, beat the 
German on Thursday in the oth- 
er semi-final. 

A fractured bone in Kafel- 
nikov's right hand has forced the 
Russian to pull out of the Open. 
Tbe exhibition event has been 
badly affected tty injuries, forc- 
ing the organisers to call in sev- 
eral replacements at short 
notice. 


The worid No 4, Yevgeny Kafri- 
nikn v, yesterday joinedagrow- . 
ing casualty list of top seeds as 
injury ravaged the- field before 
the start of the AnstrafianOpen. 

Kafehukov was forced to pull 
out with a broken hand, while 
doubts surround the fitness of 
his fellow seeds, Jim Courier 
and Thomas Enqyist 

Britain's No 1 Tim Henman, 
in tremendous form,' will face 
home hero MarkPhflippoussis 
in tbe opening "round. Greg 
Rusedski must overcome the 
14th seed Felix Mantilla of 
Spain. 

Tbe withdrawal of Kafelnikov 
removed a potential threat to 
the top-seeded worid No 1 Pete 
Sampras, who was paired 
against a qualifier in yesterday’s 
first-round draw. The defend- 
ing champion Boris Becker wasC 
handed a tougher assignment 
against the improving young 
Spaniard Carlos Moya, who is 
ranked 28 in tbe world. 

Becker, the sixth seed, lost in 
three sets against Moya at last 
year’s Paris Open, their only 
previous meeting. “Carlos is not 
a typical Spanish clay court 
player because he is able to play 
on quicker surfaces, which is go- 
ing to make it more dangerous,” 
Becker said. 

In the women’s draw, the 
world No 1, top seed and over- 
whelming favourite, Steffi Graf, 
will play Janette Husarova of 
Slovakia in the first round. The 
Swiss teenager Martina Hingis, 
seeded fourth and regarded as 
the biggest threat to stop the 
German winning her fifth Aus- 
tralian Open, is in the opposite 
half of the draw, clearing the 
way for a possible final meeting. 

Sampras and Becker were 
also kept apart in the draw and 
can only meet in the final on 26 
January. If Sampras beats the 
qualifier and the next two mat<£ 
es go his way, as expected, uS 
first seeded opponent should be 
the No 16, Alberto Berasategui 
of Spain, in the fourth round. 

The former world No 1 
Courier, the Australian Open 
champion in 1992 and 1993 
and seeded No 11 this year, has 
a hamstring strain. The seventh 
seed Enqvist was struck down on 
Thursday with a badly infected 
blister on his right hand, and is 
also doubtful for the tourna- 
ment. The Wimbledon champ- 
ion, Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands. America’s Todd 
Martin and the 1993 Wimbledon 
finalist, Jana Novotna of the 
Czech Republic, have already 
been forced out through injury. 

Mark Petchey, the 26-year- 
old Davis Cup player from Es- 
sex, beat Australia's Des Tyson 
6-2, 6-3 in the second qualify- 
ing round Now Petchey will 
meet another Australian, Lley- 
ton Hewitt, in the third quali- 
fying round and if successful 
will qualify for the main even^*> 

Andrew Richardson, the 22- 
year-old Lincolnshire left-han- 
der, joined Petchey in the third 
qualifying round when he de- 
feated Mexico’s Alejandro Her- 
nandez 6-3, 6-4, and will now 
meet Spain s Oscar Bumeza for 
a place in the first round 

Sam Smith, the British No 1. 
beat Daphne Van De Zande of 
Belgium 6-2. 6-7, 6-2 in the first 
round of the womens qualify- 
ing competition. 

Australian Open draw. 
Sporting Digest, page 25 


LINGFIELD 


1 eel ANTRIM LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 3YOSf 


HYPERION 

1250 Perfect Pal L25 Sflp Jg 3-55 Come Too 
Mamma’s Z30 Our Eddie 3JX) Lily Jaqucs 330 
Pedattsthemetal 


1 660130- SB?ETSrSfe>tCW(2^ (QSMfcm 90 __S Santos 1 

2 331650- COSC TOO MAMMA'S (53,(0) J Berry 8 11 ...P Fearey <S) 3 

3 00021 • KVm GW bOVm{U) (CD) TJ terrains 11 ..GCartar2 

A 351600 CM£H0U(7)(D)CFartwaaS RLapyta* 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside, ian.-cpi M (nuuhlcj. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle numbers best for Cf. 

■ Left-hand, sharp course (E>) in track snfiicc,. 

■Coarse of wen on BC02S . Ung&rid rtatiem (served 

by London Victoria) otftoins course ADMISSION: One mriMR 
M. CAR PARR: Hub 5,1; remainder trec- 


BETTWS: 11-10 Haw Goff lorn, 3-1 Sostso’s H**ew. 4-1 Cane Too 
Marine's, 8-1 Cafctou 


SIS 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Media Express (2-30). Ran Lacy 
Ran C3.0U1. Code Bed (3U0). 

WINNERS IN TBE LAST SEVEN DATS: SUp Jig (J-Cfr) woo 
ac Ungflekl an Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Caldron (IJiSj has been sen 
270 mike by C Fterimrst from MldcDehara, North Yorkshire ; 
WediBng Marie (3.00) sent 270 mites by P Hasten from 
MkKOeham, North Yorkshire; Come Too Mum's (1.551 sent 
268 mfles by J Berry from Cocterbam. Lancashire. 


lO -901 DOWN CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£4^25 added lm 2f 

000003 ILTRA5TEVERE(7) te^GHdeway59 7.._6Fa4a»r (5) 6 
40Q241 ARCnUM (12) (CD) C James 5 8 12 £Mterl3 

00133-3 BON SECRET (3) (QTJNaMWi S8 12 — )DSe«fc{3)7 

60000-0 imORPS MUSIC (7) M Mad0ock5812 ACMU 

236160- IE MOO (81) MP« 5 8 12 D Harrison 1A 

OOOOOd- KENIAVRUSVKY(2S8)(C0, Attxrs6S9_.CMtyllarris4 
600613- H0W5ILY (14) B Snot 4 68 £Snfen5 


000006- UtllEnfiRM(U)nones48 7 A Daly (5) 12 

000000- KE* EXPRESS (80) Mre l Srutte 5 88 ,TSpn*e2B 


10 026000- BATH KNKH7 (128) 0 bench Dans 4 04 £ Carts 8 

11 000400- ZACAR 00 N (83) (D) J FWi-Keyes 6 8 4 DBUplO 

12 00464-0 0URa»E<9)(CD)BGutty8a3 ISta&BV 


DWrtgW3 

..JN Adams IB 


12.501 TYR0NE maiden stakes (class d) 


£4,900 added lm 5f 


000054- AOKXN (11) J BodgsrS 95 

PBKCT PAL MBs Gay Kefeey 6 9 5... 
600200- CLASSY CHGF (78) J Mrs 4 90. 


300 DOUBLE tCQBerr (7) G Baa? *J 9 0 — 
00- HAJdJNfrBUY (34) P Hedfjr 490. 


_AOdy(S)12 
-SSadssA 
—JC Unbar 13 

DMffCl 

DBMSS 


13 600000- FSJW fOOTSTtPS ( 68 } C Pocrtm 5 7 12 . 

14 006550- ARBS! (31) J Flttft-Heyra 4 7 10 

-14 da dared - 

BETTING: 7-3 Bob Secret, 9-2 Arcatm, 11-2 Ta Ant 6-1 0 Tmrievere, 
8-1 manly. 5-1 Ore Eddfa, 10-1 Kantawn* Way. i2-i otters 

DERRY FILLIES HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3^300 added 3YD 7f 

IlY JAQIfES (9) R Quest 9 J 


3.00 


03320- RANDOM UBMESS (285) Rki$am4 90 .J Stack 6 

0- RWBt CAPTAfl (278) D fcfcnay Smdn 4 9 0 — £ Carte' 10 

0F4O02- aJFPSffflN(U8)WGMTtfn?590 T Spate 5 B 

0*5346 StMET IflNG [71 P MfflfieS 4 9 0 WRjsb8 

10 630022- W«MM6!EEF(19a)CRdBn490 ^ 0 W—tB 2 

11 00- DU1BlinME(48)GEr>V*48B N Adana 7 

12 00«»5 HAWAII (USA) (5) W Mia 4 8 9 -ACtekU 

13 05440- 7UBA (350) N 0*911489 PH*few9 

11 rtnrtawl 

BBnWft 74 Perfect Pri, W Waring Bari, M. Rririnm Khdaest, lfr 
lDoriileMstnUty, TMa, 12-1 Swtt POof, 14-1 ArSor, 16-1 other* 


1 586023 

2 22043-3 

3 WSQ55- 

4 420456 

5 000004- 

ffinwea-i 

iw*MrgH 


..8 Radnor (5) 2 


UNBORN (4) C Men 9! 

BUN UlOf HUH ua (ft MssG Hdere^ 5.S Sreriare 1 8 

WES0BI6 MUSK (4Q P Hasten 91 S Cote 3 

MYSTERY 110) S Dow 8 11 ADaTyfH 5 

-E d a tte ifl- 

Uly Jsqwt, Mndbom, T-2 Rat Ley Rm M Mystoy. 5- 


3J3 0 


FERMANAGH AMATEUR RIDERS HANDI- 
CAP (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2m 

1 401652 SJEST ALLIANCE (16) (CO) A Moore b 11 ‘ 

— ms J Itart (9 3 

2 2S234- HAJTUfEH (189) (q UK- B SarrWr 


H ocl ARMAGH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4025 
L=?J added lm4f 

1 44022-2 SaffiULHWam(QPF)TJti*^«r a 100TSprt*a7 

2 00322-1 SU>JB(7)(C8|RKnai498 GG*tfw(7)l 

3 000411- SSOTlEMm(USA)(20qPWAte49B _WRjan5 

e 2105- RBMAB (129) D Mqits 4 9 6 EMo»(S)8 

5 (03213 RDl0nW[15nMBGayMBeHr895..ESandeH6 

6 115663 SOTS WTOWAi (61) TOPEotem. - 6 Certs 2 

7 150530- BAXER8DNJ6MTER(12)(C)JAnMta5fil3 AOrt3 

8 243650 HAABXBNWAIX(4)(CD|flO5tA8n686.J>Hanb0a4 

BETTM: 5-2 Senafri Haaa, 11-4 9p 7-2 Ratter Dan, 6-1 SeaUa 
Afley, MKarfeqotn MM, 161 Rehoai, State Approval, 14-1 otters 


3 543552- STALLED (22) (CD) P T U ) 


.JB»LSten(ni 


-■M ari fete M Btetrifad (5)8 

4 554815- 2UNOFUER(U)(QAIfaie51012 teiAParetllD 

5 604560- BA MAN HOWA (106) (Q A Batey 6 10 12 

MKALHrithtauaf7)6 

8 020230 tSMPK (430) S (X)w 6 10 ID i» S FriterTtOrtugfli (5) 7 

7 10 54 ALHAAL|U5A)(7)PCmfeai8108.J4riCri*tamU 

8 503430- CODERS) (IS) wm* 103»Jfa>SNeriiy- W Kcri(7)2B 

9 (SOSO- 

10 WXnO- Um£WE(152)PBu9er61D0. tel Msgs (7)4 

11 PERSIAN BUD(4)j Batty* 9 7 MnSBodey (3)5E 

-11 declared- 

BEmNQ: 7-2 KritreteL B-l Qeest Ariaeee, 11-2 Stated, E-L Zmw Fly- 
er. B-l PmlainunemataL 10-1 Al HaaL 12-1 Irrain, 14-1 aUtare 


RACING RESULTS 


MUSSELBURGH 
12^0: 3. BEST OF AU. |M Mdore*} 16-1: 
2 . SMneraHa 2-1 jt lac 3. Falcon's Flame 
9-4. U rao. 2-1 it ter Lwey Encounter (4tfn. 
4, shi-hd. IJ Berry. Coctertum). Tote: 
O6E0; £4.50. LL.60. EL.OQ. OF: 02.00. 
CSF: W5.56. Too: £24.40. 

LICK 1 _ Hlirca. LOCH (A S SmrOv 9 1 : 
2 . Kapto Boy 12 - 1 ; 3. Nutty Solera S-L 
10 ran. 11-8 tau Music Beose i90u. Stn-rrd. 
9. (fl Mxxftouse. YorM. Tote: £ 8 . 10 : £1.80, 
£2.30. £3.20. OF: UM.Z0. CSF: 1100.58, 
fno: £48.90. 

1- 45: L. TRIEHNiUM (A Down) 2-1 tow 
2. Tkitao 11-1; 3. Cotton Lady 20-1. 12 
ran. 4, X 1 /.. (P Momenn, Rosewenj. Tote: 
£2.80: £1.40. £1,60. £5.00. DF: £12.00. 
CSF: £22.70. Tncasr: £310.50. Tno: 
£64.40. 

2- 15: 1. UONYMAN iR Gjmrty) 8-11 for 
2- DW»Y 12- 1: 3. Gone Ashore <36-1. 8 
ran- 10. 6 . (M Hammond, Midrietami. Tote: 
C-.10: £1.10, £3.60. OF: £5.00. CSF- 
£8.85. 

ZASl-HJGHlAMJPARKlADoKwi] 16-1; 
2. Snow Board n-J; 3. Soperup 8-4 fo,. 
8 ran. Nh. 1 . fR Cragft. SedgeftekH Tote: 
£14.90: £2.40. £230. £1.10. CF: £20.60. 
CSF: £56.23. TrtcaEC £96.14. W. £24.30. 
NR: HobkrrK 

3.1S: 1- WAYUPHILL (B Siorev) 5-1; 2. 

PurKan 9-4 foe 3. Vai do Rama 8 - L 7 ran. 

8 . 9. 'C Parker, lochertjiel. Tote: £5.00: 
£2.60. £1.90. DF: £10.60. CSF: £1531. 

3A&l.HAUSKD(&Mei>09»: 16-1: 3. Fte 
away Bhiea 5-1: 3. Mr Christie 25 1. IS 
ran. 100-30 TwAhwma. 21,. 1 . iRAten.Com- 
hdl-on-Itweed). Tote: OAJXy. £13.60. £2.90 
£339.50. CSF: £95.97. Trtcaai 
£139^.49. Ino: £147.00 
Ptecepot £32.10. Qnadpaf: £8 40. 

Ptae « £31.65. Ptaco s £20 J31. 

SOUTHWELL 

— WMTESW «T Spate, 

8-1: 2. Udrii Ae Thieves 5-1: 3 . Dtesentor 

11-4 ^ 80,0 l5th,. 

Priteg. Cowondssi. Tote: EG .20 
£2.80. £1.90. £1.40. OF. £22S0 CSF : 
£ 45 . 24 . Tncasc £450.12. Tno: £82 bn 
UJO: 1. ROTAL ACCUUM j itol. 

2 - Sea Bod 10-L 3. Mr Spoe- 
* iran - 7-4 fe» Ff wn Fruit Odiiy 
(R Olden. Newentj. Toto- 
£12 JO: £4.60. £2.40. £2 Oil. DF: £32 90 

£2t .90. NR. Summer VAI 9 
,,V L ^ 3 2 edge “'M iM a FoKrann 

12-1; 2. In The Van 9-2 : 3 Mfvirtfiw lhmui 

6-1 18 ran. 11 4 to. SI* 

lJroer Tote 

£^3 30. £4 9IJ, £2.io. £3 03 nr. r., , w 
CSF: £76.65. Inn. £39.30 


UO: 1. UTEMWATERSCUBADIIM iteS 
C VtUarm) 6-1: 2. Rafndoer Quest 6-4 lav. 
3. KRnaiaartyra GW 7-1, 12 ran. 4, 4 . |M 
Bety. Gransty). Tote: £&20; 0-80, £U0. 
£4.40. DF: ESJ30. CSR £16.12. TflOSC 
EfiB.97.-Wo-. E29.40. 

1- 55: 1- EL NJDO (L OwmocW 7-4 few 

2. Tlnaizi 11-2: 3. SteMyr 9-2. 18 ran. 12. 
8 . (M Camacno. Mabon). Tote £2.fc , 
£1.40. £2.80, £2.40. DF: ElOJO. CSK 
£12.77. Tno: £23.70. 

2- 2S: 1. LADY SILK U Farrtig) 12-1: 2- 
Bhie Insane 16-1: 3. BhiehtaiR Gronntflor 

3-1- 10 ran. 5-2 fw KBpsfen^r (508- 3fc. 
L (Mbs J Craze, York). Tote £1030; 
£3-60, £4.00. £120. DF: £6750. Cff: 
£16350. Wcaro £867.45. 

2J& L ALBAHA 0 Orinld 2-5 few 2. Cfo 
cted 10-1; 3. teiDver 13-2. 7 ran. 19. 

|J Banks. Nernnarhst). Tote £1.40: £3. 10. 
£3J0. OF: £890. CSF: £&04. TiW £247.70 
(part won). 

3J5: 1, SENSE OF PWORnY W* 
Greaves) 5-1: 2. ETton ledger 11-10 few 

3. Sea Deri) 9-1 . i£ ran. >A. 6. ID 
Ntcftoils, Thlrsk). Tote: £5.50: £2.00. 
£1.70. £2.40. OF: £530. CSF: £10.57. Tno: 
£3.60. 

3^5: 1. 6ULFSHAADT (5 DlWttJ 12-1: 
2. Nonfc Bteez* B-l; 3. Dooloo Hjwr 21 
fev. 12 ran. 2%, %. (EAianrr, London]. Tote 
£10.90; £6.70. £2.90, £1.10. DF: £17£HX 
CSF: £104.10. Trtcast £259.92. Tno: 
£107.10. 

Jackpot: not won (pod of £23.409.76 ear- 
ned torwan) 10 WtfvcrtBmpSJn raOay). 
Ptecepot: £282.00. QoadpoC £32J0. 

Pteeo 8: L1839L Place Se £5R27. 
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Past catches up with Alderbrook 


facing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Racing lost- one of its classiest 
and mo st versatile protagonists 
yesterday when Alderbrook was 
retired to stud. The eight-year- 
old, a Group winner on the Flat 
and the Champion Hurdler of 
1995, has succumbed to the leg 
problems that have bedevilled 
the latter part of his career. 

“Due to wear and tear on 
Aide ib look’s joints, and due to 
the continuing firm ground, 
training has become very diffi- 
cult and the horse is showing el- 
ements of pain as a result of his 
past injuries," Kim Bailey, his 
Upper Lam bourn trainer, said 
yesterday. “After consultation 
with the vets and his owner, 

I LEOPARD STOWN 

1.05: If forecast rain softens the 
ground, THE CARRIG RUA should 
take this. He won a 2'fr mile chase 
at Navau in a canter before finish - 
ing fifth to Danoli, beaten 14 len gths; 
on this course on Boxing Day. That 
race was over only 2m If, however, 
and today’s trip is far more bis 
style. Richard Dunwoody tak»»c over 
from Anthony PowelL 
□CO 

L30: ROCKTS ROLL KID was a 


Ernie Pick, we have decided to 
retire the horse so that he can 
have a full stud career.” 

Alderbrook's retirement re- 
moves a degree of interest from 
the Champion Hurdle, as a re- 
match with Collier Bay, his 
Cheltenham conqueror last 
March, was to have been one of 
the centrepieces of die Festival 
Collier Bay is now a 7-2 chance 
with the Tbte for Cheltenham, 
with Large Action 7-1 and 
Space Thicker a point longer. 

If there is any proof required 
that the Almighty looks down 
kindly on the big bookmakers, 
it comes at Leopardstown this 
afternoon. Racing of real sub- 
stance is offered to punters in 
the shape of the fiendishly dif- 
ficult Ladbroke Hurdle, for 
which the big combines will vir- 

gpod winner at Usuries recently 
and can hold Rosin The Bow, who 
appreciated the stamina lest when 
winning over this trip at Navan. 
□□□ 

2.05: Arthur Moore saddles three, 
but stable jockey Francis Woods is 
on WHALE OF A KNIGHT The 
hint should be taken because this 
promising gelding looked unlucky 
here a fortnight ago. He was noted 
travelling comfortably until being 
badly impeded three fences oul 


tually return their own prices. 
The old battle looks about as 
even as Tiananmen Square. 

An “industry starting price" 
will be returned on the Lad- 
broke because there will be an 
on-course bookmakers' strike at 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Famfly Way 
(Leopardstown 235) 

NB: The Carrig Rua 
(Leopardstown 1 j05) 

Leopardstown today and thus 
□o official starting prices. Ire- 
land’s boys with the satchels are 
protesting over plans to allow 
the Co Dublin course's betting 
shop to take bets on the home 
meeting, a move they suggest 
will damage their turnover. 

HYPERION^ 

gp« 


235: KAITAK, at around 33-1. is a 
decent alternative to the favourites. 
He races prominently, should be suh- 


A price will be generated 
though from analysis of wagers 
struck in Britain’s betting shops, 
a position the bookmakers have 
been striving for for many years. 
“William Hill. Coral. Lad- 
brokes, Dennis. Stan James, 
Stanley and the Tbte will feed 
prices in to SIS as business goes 
on." Tom Kelly, of the Betting 
Offices' Licensees Association, 
said yesterday. “Reporters from 
the Press Association and 77»e 
Sporting Life , will return a price 
as they would on the course.” 

Given the circumstances, it 
will take something approaching 
the water into wine phenomenon 
to make money. When Mike D0- 
lon, Ladbrokes’ main represen- 
tative, suggested his company 
should take over the race, it was 
not with the intention of giving 

ed by ibis Light track, and is weiJ 
handicapped with recent conquerors 
Executive Design and Penny A Day. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
L50: This aU-weaihex card should be 
approached warily, particularly with 
the freeze-up making fitness a guess- 
ing game for the vast majority of pun- 
ters. THREESOCKS stayed on well 
to be third of 14 runners in a lm3f 
Southwell seller won by Sarasi last 
week. This trip could suit this filly. 


his clients a remunerative start 
to the New Year. 

Bambrook Again won the in- 
augural running for Britain in 
1987, but the visitors have not 
registered since. Success usual- 
ly goes to a low-weighted home 
runner stepping up on all pre- 
vious form. Britain sends a force 
of seven this time, three of 
them trained by Mary Reveley, 
who believes Fenny A Day is the 
best of her trio. 

Penny A Day defends an un- 
beaten record this season, as 
does Centaur Express. Andy 
Streeter, his trainer, has never 
been beaten in Ireland, but then 
he has never been there at all 
Streeter was formerly a stable 
lad, which may seem a strange 
occupation for someone who has 
grown to the slam-dunking 

230: ELITE HOPE, a course and 
distance winner a week ago, won well 
then. Despite today’s contest being 
tougher, she can go in again. 

□CO 

2-50: DUKE VALENTINO could 
reward each-way support at decent 
odds. He was well held by Super 
Hi gh here on Wednesday, but the 
first-named needed that run and this 
furlong shorter trip is much more 
suited to his style of r unning. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


3L20 Enchantica (nfa) 
150Tlirsesocks 
Z20 Bite Hope 


HYPERION 

2250 Duke Valentino 
&20 Move The Clouds 
3250 Chateauherauit 


GOING: Standard. DRAW ADVANTAGE: High than 6f to InHC 
STALLS: Stalls: 7f A titrfSr - outside; remainder . inside. 

■ FTbnessnd, left-hand, oval course. 

M Course to north of town on A-149. Wtihrerhampum rafl station 1 m. ADMISSION: Ctab 
SIB; Tattersalta 56 (&4 Tor CAP members of Diamond dub}. CAR PAUL Free. 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH KUNNBtSc R HoZHmlmd — -1 9 winner* hum 473 rua- 
item gives a success ratio vl 10.4% and a kna in a Si level stale® of £138.03; M John- 
ston— 44 winners, 183 runners, 24.4%, +S40.70; J Berry — 38 winners, 247 ronnera, 
15.4%, -170.40; A Baile y — ;BJ winners, 36B runners, 12-0%, -At 45.40. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver — 55 winners, 263 rides. 20.0%, +S39.40. S Senders 
— 3fi winners, 276 rides, 12.7%, -£52.74; L Dettori — 32 winners, 164 rhto, 20.8%, - 
£38.92; G Carter — 30 winners, 206 rides. 14.6%, -523.69. 

BUNKEHED FIRST TIME: Storm Wind (vtsored) (1.50), Hand insured) (3.20), Dane- 
UU Princess (3.50), Stale Or Gold iJLfiO). ICDror (vtsored) (3-50). 

WINNERS IN THE LA5TT SEVEN DATS: Elite Hope (2253) won at Wolverhampton on 
Saturday; Otateauheganlt (3.50) won at Ungfldd on Tuesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: HnrgtH Tines ( 1 20j & Hutahatfexh (3-fiOjheve been sent 
162 miles by D 3raw from Ashlngon, West 8u«at. 

^20| JUPITER HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,300 added to states 

1 051330- WALK THE BEAT (G4) (CXD) (DxfMy Ufe tertnosNp) MMBade 710 0.-J) Sweeney (5) 9 

2 65200-5 GADYMWMR] (MR Johnson) MMea&w499 MVMffanU 

3 .043000- CHEKyCHAW(U)(CD)^taJeareieOBinwi)DChaoman69 6_— ACufcanellB 

4 0002-30 BOFFY(2)(Cp)(SBnB»0ll B8atfi4 9 4 RBotaamSB 

5 50025-3 AUAZ(7) (C0){BtacMianAixiGa(Jdtemeshgi)Mas<teyKBlnay7d 11-FLynih (3)1 

6 430654- HURaimES^OCfraMD QSha>38U IRU&V2 

7 335206 BCHANTTCA (7) (Ms J M Beiy)JBsiy386 C Hatter (7) 13 

B 366500- vraUMWNK02R0liMdJMBllg483 JiCettoS 

0 000050- SR TASKS (1) (CD) 0 FCttttnSJ LHams983 LChamochE 

10 460400- SUZEntCIDRS(39)MW9%Us)KButr3B2 SDitwne7 

n 560064 BBMMBUIE (10) MxJJacisriR Fahey 580 F Norton 3 

12 00003-1 SOnMUN REDO (3) (CO} (Ton Deart P Feign 4 8 0 (7et) IBranM(7)4 

13 00410-0 HOttYHAll (10) (Sim Mdagto) N Bpsol 4 7 13 IQataU 


6 430654- HURaLTHES<8qilCF(i*wl)DStn>3811 IFtotor«2 

7 335206 BCHANTTCA (7) (Ms J M Beiy}JBaiy3B6 CLowtter(7)13 

8 366500- WrORUSXXK(220)(DUMe) J Picte(rg483 JiCatitfeS 

0 000050 SR TASKS (1) (CD) 0 F Contend J LHams983 LChamochE 

10 460400 SUrEBtCIDBSpS)WWpOWUs)«Blrte382 SDitwne7 

21 560064 BBMMBUK(10)MaJ lacteal) H Fahey 580 F Norton 3 

12 00003-1 SOnMHN 0EDO (3) |C0} (Tan Deart P Feifftt 4 B 0 (7a) IBranM(7)4 

13 00410-0 HOIEUWl (10 ) (Sim U daud*0 N BiduS 4 7 13 IQnh»12 

-Udeclnd- 

BEnML 7-2 A|az;lUEM?y r 6-1 Sotsafan, 13£Endkariica, 15-2 CtredqrChaniy, 8-1 HMh The 
Beat, 10.1 Hniey Hal, jB-l otbera 
3998: m ewiasporelngineeung, 

pTKO\ RIISSEU. BALDWIN ft BRIGHT 6REEZE4JP SALE 
\±^f] CLAIMER (CLASS E) £4^025 added lm 6f IBflydsblzSJ 

1 5U25CV RO*ALOnZ9i(G2^(CX))UDhnF Booariqi) JBoCorteyS 98 LChanBch2 

2 04542-0 M TIE HOfEy (7) tQ U F BffiD R HcCnsheod 8 9 6 F lynch (^3 

3 2160 BWM*7fl(DMcCaii)DMcC«n594 VStattaryS 

4 120342- HJUXY (Rt) QOQ ICra^ide Conhacus) KBinal094__ SDrmmIO 

5 60002-2 50U*RC0VE{US4)(7)(LadyswoDdRBcneCllCI Martyn Meade 7 9 2 THsU(7)8 

6 5616V IWITtM.MVRSI0N(9UQ<EdVtoetnw>. Ifeynokk any Dean) G McCout 6 9 0 

RShalMtoie(7)9B 

7 1)0050-0 cmiYUDW) f)ha Good RmRadngCW« Rides 68 12 AUhmU 

9 00- D9RHELLE(73) MssBWMreriDWHan&68U FKortoe U 

9 00 STOWCUTTEH (7) (Msg S DeOinan^ 14 Ctiannor 4 8 10 RParhawlV 

10 0U0O SIMM WED (112) (Ms Bant M Bulri K Bute 4 BIO TMtam4V 

u O 6MtU»>IMYES(221)(GaoTqtai)M5sKGeaw589 IBmM(7)& 

12 65&J4-3 TBSSS0CKS (B) (K H Buffi) BSmat4 85 IQAbT 

-J2dsobNd- 

BETTING; 3-1 &*«. 7-2 TMwsocha. 44 SokBer Cows. 8-1 hi The Hoaoy, 10-1 Stanacnttar, 12-1 
Blya, 10-lothera 


FORM GMDE 

Troubadour Song wen on to complete a hat-inch m claiming races after bearing EULOGY 
four lengths at Southwell in June last year and Euk® wW be unkichy to come up against 
anything In such 0iod tom. Fit <iom hurting, Eulogy won two Souttnwif dasnets eartylast 
year and looks a better bet than most of the others mat have been in action over juntos rtj- 
oently. Sokfler Cove had Stonecutter a long way betvnd when second to Slip J(Jbi a Ung- 
feW darner a week ago and can't be Knocked lor brtig toga tr» hener of the mucJwmpfDi«d 
Angel Face m a seller there- beforehand. Open to improvement on the Bat. Stonecutter might 
do better over this fonger trip and last month’s win in a Uttowter seller suggests he's in bet- 
ter tom than the other huidtais. Royal Citizen won two course and dkaance darners bach 
m 1995 but has been pulled up boot starts over jumps this winter. Hya didn't race on the 
Flat last year, whig Astral Invasion hasn't raced on Ute laid since July 19M. and neither 
has sparkled nwr hurtles recently, hi The Honey was beaten 10 lengths when Canary Fai- 
con won a handcap here w the autumn but that run suggests he can make Ns presence 
(elt ar tfis level He could be (hat vital bn fitter tallowing last Saturday's nn In another hand- 
icap won by The Great Rood. TTuwsocks win also have benefited from her latest ouang - 
thud to Sarasi ki a Southwell seter and die looks a threat to Ei40& getting 13m. 

Selection: EULOGY 

fnToAl TOTE ALL WEATHER LASTED STAKES (CLASS E) [T^3T1 
£4£25 added Tf l ^ - 

1 20101-1 BITE HOPE (USA) (7) (CD) (Bse texgClutUN FcteS 94 FLyed>^)8 

2 800106 SETTHE FASHION (7)[D)CRJ iMheus) 0 WriamsS 94 D GrtfBhs (5) 4 V 

3 241006- FU£DTDHft(lt)(MsM%BeMoa8anjNUinMlan491 D Sweeney (5) 8 V 

4 2423-24 DESBK MVADBt (5) (C) (0) (BF) (DmI W Otapman) D Chapman 6 8 12..— A Cdbeoe 2 

5 060635 tint£ BtR (3) (CD) (SMrenon Tenepoa Udi P Bans 6 8 12 Anthony Bead (7)3 

8 002636 MAJHBAR (9) (K 5 Raynefl M Mgase 58 12 TGUdagWn5 

7 050016- IBSS0R6n , lS3)[CD)()«nW0CsaUTvKaMi«re!iii4ai2 J Weaver IB 

8 000303- IlYnOre lOSTWE (14) (D) Hawfon Uynon) A Baiey 4 8 12. Joea Wands m 7 

m 8 doetpred — 

8E77MG: 84 Efts Hope, 3-1 Desert busier. 9-2 kfyOoB Ustake. 5-1 Mbs Offcet, 7-1 Utile finr, 
U-l Uasabar. 18-1 ottwra 

FORM GUDE 

Mgd TnMer has ELTIE HOPE m excellent shape and the mare can make It four in a raw 
over this seven furtotgs. Her winning iut was Interrupted when she switched to Ungfiekfs 
Equtrach on December 20. Hite Hope is penalised 3b to each win, however, which means 
that Myttons Mtetehr has a 12b pul tar the three lengths that separated them on De- 
cember 28. Alan Bailey foe also booled competent 7lb darner Iona Wands, but Myttons 
Mstale Is on a long tasng run and Elite Hope has won well in the meantime. Mias Offset 
has ret unpredxaaMe 9de but can be mcky to peg bach, as she showed when beatmg Manemra 
a neck here n March last year. Afthougi on a handicap rating of orey 52 that day. Mis Off- 
set has put up better performances since and looks a danger, along with Desert Invader. 
He has been running wefl in handicaps rated 70. the upper limit to ires race. Little Ibnr 
also ran off 70 when thW to teigi Crofter here two races ago but he seems a bn below hs 
best at present. ARhoutfi Set The Fariiton’s Czech Republic wm was over a mfe and sb. 
he has been found wanting in mite-and-a-haif handcaps at home and his record over the 
yean ths s more bis mp. Manabar's second to Best Of AS at Southwei in No- 

vember shows he stfl has what it rates to win on Ftoesand ihs last three races have been 
on Equnrado, but that was m a darner and he needs to Improve. Selection; ELITE HOPE 

to cnl PERTEMPS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^25 added | y*a" 1 
lOOyds 

1 1/4304- PAIB? NOSira (139) (D) (Mw WndW Fararyl JofT A tains 8 ID 0 S Drama 6 

2 4/21440 S4B0T (UE) (Guy Reedl C Itunon 4 100 Dom UcKeoim 7 

3 320302 SUPER HKH (3) (CD) (C htantmont® P Hzrtng 5 9 7 FNartnUB 

4 00413-5 DUKEVMENlBIO(3)(Ctq(JEBE0RHdtashced5g6 D&flHit^)10 

5 211102- NASHUT (USA) (142) TO If^P ShelOSJ K Buke 9 92 RPnkdar<5)2 

6 501451- PUMMH (20B) IMcCoul Ftas MefflS) G UcCouft 4 8 11 R Sbdbaima (7) 5 

7 204425- SWHWIElfT(22) IMesJoOwleyl WssGaj'Kefoway687 Jtagela GAnore (7) 9 

8 355601 AN0W7M (10) (D) (Wafwty Racrg Bircaj Lirfi DNcnofeSS 1 ltanW(7)«B 

9 OQ211-2 TWBE uras (7) (C« (BF)0XncanJW5Tsftre)iVUjr 4 7 13 JQdooS 

10 400204 UVEFMUBCT (7) (Mb OS*iQ»»y|M Johnston 5712__ TMtansU 

11 00000 MBS? V/ULEY (656) (BaWW CcmroresT D «*ams 6 7 10 LOmodiB 

12 634456 SUSA HAWK (7) Uohn Rm* Baryt E Ateton 5 7 10 NVarteyOll 

13 243854 BEAUMAN (7) m (M W lomnce) P Bans 7 7 10 NBaH(3)ll 

-12 declared - 

W>mgnc7at0n. IhnlamnapKi^AntxrtidiyZsrS&Stjgi Ha* 7tt7Si, Beaman rs«t 
BETTING: Ur2 Soper Htfi, 01 Anonym, 7-1 NretmL 15-2 Didn TWaottao, 01 Pater Hooter, Star 
Talent, Tbree Waaba, 10-1 Ure Prefect, 11-1 Baonown, 12-lPwfodi, M-lsabof, 10-1 ottos 


FORM GUDE 

The extended rune lunongp pmed a snaoe too to to SUPER HKH here on Wednesday 
vben he was eofiared by Second Ctfoure msule the final fuitong. However, Super Hi^i ouOed 
eight lengths dear of the others, including Duhe vaientho, and forcing tactics ntgfn just 
pay off over this slightly shorter tup. Duke Valentino dearly has ground to mate up but e 
only 2b higher m the handicap dtan when beating Super High (eighth) e©« and a half lengths 
here m November. He sbeuttrt be ruled out Aisi over Ml a Jengh separated Three Weefa, 
Suga Hawk and Beoumaa when they were second, thud and fourth to Mono Lady here a 
week agi With the other two out of the handcap. Three Weeks might have the edge once 
more although Suga Hawk seems certain to Imprwe to the run - ha first sfoce last July and 
Ms first since he came from Ireland Live Prefect also ran here last Sauday and wUd 
nave brushed closer to Elite Hope but to being barfly hampered, tfis second to Maple Bay 
here a year ag> was m a seller but that was a fair effort bearrg r mind that Mapte Bay 
went on to u#i nine rarss in 1996, the majonty of thorn handicaps. Anonym has been beat- 
en n handcaps on his last two Wstis and this is more compebthe than the darning race 
he won n Southwell 10 day* ago. Sataethw SUPER wgh 

fq *>h| WEATICRSYS GROUP MAIDeJ STAKES (CLASS D) Aw ] 
Lr=r[J £4^00 added lm If 79yris r_Lj 

1 4030/2-2 HOUOS HI (7) tBFICEWVEkylM Meaner 5 9 13 IMiU 

2 HEEWDOD PICMER Ms B Moms) R Mce 10 9 13 R Pariaa 2 

3 04443/-5 PROPHETS HONOUR (Hfl (Bf) (Uabn Wdens) P Hastam 5 9 13 SDrmmeB 

4 TANGO UAH (Uy Left Foot Rxmg SynicaE) R Pnce 5 9 13 F Norton 1 


5 255000 FLAGSTAFF (USA) (12) (Fte^elT Psnnerjnpl K Bute 4 9 12 A&flwU 

6 200005 NAME OF OUR FATHER (USA) ff0)(TM Mona) P Bowen 4 9 12 flyndi(3)4 

7 006003 HAZBL(9) Ms Uz Nebot) Mss (by KefleMy 5 9 8 JWener3V 

8 5 HUtfi’OPSE (47) (A Jaw) A URiolari 4 9 7 VHtUdoyS 

9 50032-3 TAUIHAH BB1E (7) (Titaan (bang) N Ubnofen 4 9 7 TGUdau«lo9 

10 60 TaJCmm(42)(GBBtorilMlld)U.iolraDn38 5 TWHsmsT 

11 03 MOVE HE CL0UD6f49AlfJflEd^4J Fortune 380 WVartnyCTS 

-Udedarad- 

BETIMfo W Prophets Hooear, 51 How Tbs Clouds, 11-2 Hart. 01 Hoidon ffl. 01 Name Of 
Our Father. TSBidab Bade, 101 Prldeaood Pkher, 12-1 others 
FORM GUIDE 

James Fanshawe diouid haw a tor idea of wtvfl s needed to beet HoMars HR and Taj- 
Inbih Befle as he cams Qneforthedftch. who beat those two on this come last Saturday. 
Fandtawe k also responsible to Flamboyance, who upset the favourite, Selbery, fast time 
up in a matden here on Wednesday, so the s&s are tnat MOVE THE CLOUDS k the one 
they haw to beat. Her third id Premer here s’* weeks ago shows she's (ping the n&K way 
(she'd unseated her nder and bolted before en earner mauien at Doncaster). Haxwi hashed 
14 lengths behmd Holders HAI here in the maiden dominated by Raheen but her subsequent 
UngfieU tfihJ ID Tawefiek in Hist- tens dlnters strSgests she cart mate more at a race ct it 
She wears a vuor the time. Touch TTGo isevemhl finished some way adrtft of Mow The 
Clouds here in November but he was the stable's second string behind the winner. Premier. 
A Rainbow Quest half-brother to several winners, Touch'N'Go mt^it need a lon^rtnp. Name 
Of Our Father, a winning hurdler, must be @wn a chance ae he's shown BMIty on the Flat 
m the past. Selection: MOKE THE CLOUDS 

|^ 5 Q| CORAL HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4£00 added 3Y0 | j 

1 002132- IMUnT(USA)(12)IEmofQTelKMrRBBeidaQon)PHeleMiy9 7.-JN)M^an7V 

2 0050 fiRITAHADEIH (107) U C FrETffiD D Slav 8 3 1 towing 2 

3 0004-1 OUDEAlftERAIAJ PAJBel C«*) P Hasten 8 2 (5ed SDraneS 

4 102534 SKEUOHSOVERBGN[7)OT(GBBleyfRHcdridiead713 FlyecbRlS 

5 554003- DANBfRL PRMCESS (14) U D Grrterd RHoSnenead 7 12— IQuknSB 

6 000664 STATE OF BOLD (5) OfeiTi Vtei Partneshsit J F*2flW®n7 13 NKesoedy4B 

7 060425 SAENTVAUTY (39) (WeOwOy Raor* anfiu LK) D Mich* 7 10 IBraedM(7]lB 

- 7dadired- 

Mnmun wdffa: 7s IMx Due handtopwf^itE Stea Msiley 7st 3»- 

BEnns: 7-4 Ctotarahereuft, 51 IBrey, 7-2 Skrihw Sov«rel#i, 51 DaeddD Prtnees*. 12-1 Shite 
of Grid, 14-1 i ln tabadn t h, SBere Vkfley 

FORM GUIDE 

CHATEAUHERAUIT confirmed he’s a prepessiw type by bead rig Double Espresso at ung- 
fleld on Tuesday m what looked a tourer race than this. Chateauherauit has picked up a 
penalty am a on a dfflwem surface today but he can improve enough to defy the a> o- 
tra. MHroy is more sucoessfifl on die all-vreather tracks than he was on turf but he must 
gve 19fo to Chateauherautt. Selection: CHATEAUHERAUIT 
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'ocf TRIAL NOW ON! 


Dobbin goes 
to work at 
the double 

Tbny Dobbin graced the op- 
portunity to display his skills at 
Musselburgh yesterday as Na- 
tional Hunt racing returned af- 
ter a 14-day absence. Mild 
weather in the east of Scotland 

allowed jumping to be staged for 
the first time since the same 
track hosted a fixture on 27 De- 
cember. 

Dobbin, one of the best jock- 
eys in the North, has plenty to 
look forward later in the season 
with the prospect of partnering 
The Grey Monk in the Qrel- 
rfinham Gold Cup. He did his 
confidence no harm when net- 
ting a 50-1 double with wins 
aboard Triclinium and Highland 
Park and was seen to especial- 
ly good effect on the latter in a 
tight finish to the handicap 
hurdle. Six horses were still in 
with a chance jumping the final 
flight, but Dobbin kept his 
mount going in fine style to fend 
off Snow Board by a neck. 

At Southwell, Undawater- 
scubadiva broke his duck at the 
15th attempt and halted a 160- 
day winnerless sequence for 
his trainer, Martin Bielby, when 
winning the Buttercup Ama- 
teurs Handicap (division two). 
Partnered for the first time by 
Carol Williams, wife of the 
jockey Tyrone, be hit the front 
entering the straight and shook 
off the o-4 favourite, Rain deer 
Quest, to score by four lengths. 


HYPERION 

1235 Son Of Anshan U05 Lord Gyflene 135 Sea 
Victor 210 amply Dashing 245 Lodmagrain 215 
JYMIAM JOHNNY (nap) 3-45 Mr Lurpak 

GOING: Good to Soft (Good Bi places). 

■ Left-hand. ov>] course, with rising run-in; lough, gaDoptog track. 
■Cause b 5m N eftown. ADMISSION: Onb S 12 iGAPsiJ 0); Ttos 
S0 (QAftiT); SBver RkigS4 (CJAPtAUsaUed S3). CAJR PARK: FYw. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: WoorHuda Boy 1 1 .06) has been 
gent ^85 mJw tiy B Conis Oran Lamboum, Berigdrire. 

pPjT'jifl TEAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£3£00 added 4Y0 2m 

1 5213 JACKSON PAH* (26) (COT T Eastony 115 RGanRty 

2 01 NO MORE HASSU (8£} Mih M Hewtoy 11 5 ADoMAn 

3 0321 SON OF ANSHAN (28) (CM Mq A Sirinbai* 11 5 — JSqwta' 

4 0 CRT BABY (S8) AWhfcre 10 12 S Taylor (5) 

5 CUMBRIAN MAESTRO T Eassaby 10 32 AHa0*» 

6 DOUBLE AGENT J H Jrtnson 1012 PCartHiy 

7 04 MEUBflSON (42) M Ltarnmnd 10 12 Hr C Honnor (3) 

8 0 NSDIE MATCH (38) J J Offel 1012 RMcfinlb(5) 

9 0 RECRUffMBfl'roJ Turner 10 12 TRood 

10 50 V4MIHEHB1BHAHHT (42) J Bray 10 12 — MMotowayB 

U 0 GAUT8rfWBXED(38)GMarel0 7 N EtuOey 

12 00 S0USSE(28)lteMRawfcyl0 7 RHoft^ 

- 12 doCtored - 

BEITMGe 3-1 Uattsmbon, 7-2 Son Of AaataB, 4-1 No More ftarela, 6-1 
Jadaoo Park, 101 Dotete Apart. 12-1 Cumtrto Uaestro, 14-1 oOwa 

U T ig l PINTAIL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS O 

1 1 £6300 added 3m 6f 

1 3045U5 GfMN6EBRAXE(38)NfoiaiyvDMealllllO J)WlU8 

2 522-231 10RDGVLL0IE 7® (21) S BrjoWWiS 11 10_R Jobnren 

3 UU3-P26 CSUDHBOY (c' '; (C) IM ) Gnrafeloa U 11 5 — AS SmlBi 

4 011F-51 SDGNTOWERSM |Q M4 M flatty 8112 _AMI8i 

5 1W5-P4 URAHUS OOLL0NGES (21) (Hfl J RoCaari 11 10 10 

P Galway B 

6 2-354U5 PHS BUttHT CT U haramenj 9 10 4 HWborac 

7 233211- RUSSIAN CASIIE (258) J Wads 8 104 KtoM 

S 441-125 AUrSU£r{40IQJHJimon9102 HrC Baa» (S) 

9' P23P-12 WOOOLAWSBOVPERQrts9101 DMonii 

ID U36PPU TWHSMBpOBiTuwaiOD .WRy 

11 232-451 PBME FRDE (24) W Krimnd 10 10 0 — AKB0*eV 

12 Q3J091 (JffTCBW(!»MKSaoflWBl210O_MrMEbdh«8m 

13 4PUM JBBEE(22) aasnBlOO Dj|toana0l(5) 

M 34-555F COOL BBm« (X) POttSfHk0i 0100 B Start* B 

-U4ednd~ 

WfWTMTj miifft: lQsL True T-vr Seok: 9« im ftavAne 

Pride 9ST9B, Off Tie fito 9sf Od. JBMBS ftrm Qrf Water SH 5L 
BERM& U4 Sows Trarirt, 51 Uni Gyflm, 7-1 Qm0 tota, M 
CaHdb Bay; Wood™* Boy, Rattan Castfo, 12-Z ettw 

nrocl HENNESSY COGNAC SERIES NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS B) £8,000 added 2m 

1 37112-21 AUUU)(21)(D)JFinGaaU6n9 P Cartway 

2 Buira»Jftrefiate5ns pm* 

3 4 BOtUN FRANK (60) TEateby 5115^ Altapto 

4 2 IP CUM9MS (38)09) JHJflfnxri 7 115 UAHbgftod 

5 004604 DONTmnOH(23)J Wa*71l5 KJwa 

6 4 

7 232-523 RSSANMW UHammort)5115 DottM 

8 60UO IBHCDUS NSMAN (4® J Atbrn 6 11 5 Tifetf 

9 303OFF LEPTON (35) J Cutis 6 11 5 

10 02 MAU* MAH (40) P Oteeara^i 7115 ^SStotfa 

11 11541 MBIEH RM (21) P) N TaMaUtews 5 11 5 — CU««ito 

12 00 0HUfA8»W{4aJTUMr5nfi ^WFfy 

13 00 POUnCALIIfllStAR(39)Rffcon511S UBandey 

14 PWGf- PWKHMmSAR(665)HE)AmftBUS — OPflflri 

15 QWNSOJFte^ealflS 11 5 I0*M* 

16 0 REACH THE CLOUDS (45) i Upson 5 11 5 ttSmUe 

17 1 SEAWCIM(2fflWJLHare5115 Deafagwr 

is 6 iaftersac(2a)MHafB5U5 — - — 

19 00 TSAN8A(273)GMMxn5115 

2O&5S065 HABIHA BUCKIE (262) J SoMe 8 11 0 fit* 

-20dedmd- 

BSmft 2-1 Ahfllu, 4-1 Sm Vfcto. 01 Btaotosft Mltor Rn, 7-1 MM* 
la Mira. B-lfengo. 10-1 totsan, 12-1 oft#* 


o •« fi I ADVERSPORT DPPER NOVICE CHASE 
| (CLASS A) (Grade 2) £18^00 added 2m 4f 

1 511F11 SEHPUT DA9BK (21) 0)) T Eastoty 6 11 12 RGanftty 

2 541213 WM*TWFHL(35)tD)JHJohnanB119 PCriwy 

3 3254-11 8FAJW GAYLE (42) (CD) CftVMf 7119 B Storey 

4 20122F BALUUNE (48) W Hanp 6 11 5 AM*0*e 

5 16 BtoGHIB? SHADE (83J Mn M Rereky 7115 ADoUfo 

6 406003 nC1UE(15) M^SBBdbune7115 ATTnatta 

7 2-P1235 1£ DENSON [42) Mrs D Thomson 10 11 5 TRsad 

8 2U3 MAHB LOOK (HZ) (22) S Bmdtfiaw 9 11 5 RJotam 

9 10- IP MWaUC FORTE (43) (D) i Adam 711 5 M IWoocy 

10 43 UPf- HOST RKH (BIB) B BMon 9 115 DJItowragfl 

-lOdaetowl- 

BEntNte 54 Sooty DaMog, 7-4 Sparky Bayta, 01 Doan TbB FB8, 12- 
1 BaBytaa. BriRhto Shade, 18-1 Mafor Look, 201 attars 

ps“Tcl BITTERN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) I 
£3£50 added 3m 

1 133/113- SAim CONCERTO plfijLUnjp 8 12 D RSNVie 

2 3P1UU UKHmGSAMPS8PW)MsUReudey9UU^Uc(^ 

3 1234/3 HOUSE CAPIAW (21) (C) J FteGaafel 8 11 10 — PCBtary 

4 G3W15 CUTBfKKrM>GOB) UCMRaefey7 119_Mlknk)0m(7) B 

5 400021 ROBBOV LEA [23) Ms M Retiey 9 11 6 mC HcCmBCk (7} 

6 443132 OALUT BOY (21) 8ft T Eastedby 5 U 5 HGmitty 

7 0120F-1 UWOPQfPPMorwmiiBllS ADoHAi 

8 501-110 HMLE DBBWG (35) (D) N TvearvOaws 7 11 2— C U»w*y» 

9 01-3 TTETOBEACH(82) JFaraftaw6112 PWl 

10 03-1211 BA 1IA3A (3Q l*S A Stetonk 5 11 0 IRafitoa 

U 058613 MCX TW BEAK (38) J Upson BID 12 lOsbom* 

12 06212-5 IZZA (42) W Stony 6 10 12 B jteteatt (5) 

13 601406 UASmt HYDE (Rl) W Sony 8 10 10 MHolonay 

14 001300 HOOMSHK DANCER (318) D Bader 7 10 8 — RJobMoa 

15 102331 PHARARE (23) M R Yfoodnouse 7 10 1 ASSoVtt 

16 261335 MCHOLAS BAHT (40) JGotte 8 10 0 L O'Hara 

17 055150 TURKISH TOMER ( 2M)R to nne ID D B Stony 

u&nm 103. True wcigias: Mcnotes Ham 9a 100; Twiisn FonwBa46. 
BETTWG: 51 LMo, 51 Sarta Commo, 7-1 Lnctoaigain, 51 Rotwrty 
tea, CotUnat KU, 151 Hona CraRata, Itofla Dantog, 12-1 oUmm 

i e l NE RACING ANNIVERSARY HANDICAP 
\ CHASE (CLASS E) £4/J7S 2m 110yds 

1 5122-23 ALJADSH (42) PF) M W Eas»te S 12 0 ~*l A Fftl^reld B 

2 552-644 ONE FOR THE POT (32) (CD) (BF) LKAka^lVn 12 11 10. 

H tatto 

3 515-241 WEAVBt GEORGE (32) (D)W Stony 7 116 MHobnay 

4 362413 RJU.OTWIISE{3q(tO)(BF)PCalnrl0115 Tltoad 

5 211-64P POtATO HAN (24) B ESot U 11 3 ADoUn 

B 1U0P43 JYHJA1I JOHFWY(32) JJOTteftS 113 AUafrin 

7 663ff-re ASLAN (26) J RcGsaU 9 10 13 PCarbeny 

S 652WJ. OftLLWND (3GU N BycroftS 10 5 RJotaaw 

9 433050 SW*ffi SANDY (45) (D) F WJEm 10 101 J< Jntaaoo 

10 /OKU QWSSftorpfl) (CD) R LfcDonJd 10 100 KJM% 

U OOOR1-2 NUBM1Y BOY (SO) J H Johnson 7 10 0 _Mr C Bbhmt (ta 

-Udacfared- 

BErniie 51 Ytonar OacaRB, 51 ABadoar. 51 Cranhst, M On* hr 
The Pot, 51 Astaa, 101 CfiHHtad.FHlOWrica, 12-1 (Mies 

fo^Tcl SHOVELER SIAMMfiD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £3^00 added 2m 

1 1 CQt0URCODG{GajUsASWto*51111 ISeppk 

2 21 MLDHM(39)(CD) M&M HadeySUll R Hodga 

3 BALCONY HOY RWoaJnce 5 11-5 AS Stott 

4 34 BUYBUGKBKM{21)JMmi5D4 DJKtt8M0l(S] 

5 6 BRAND5OTM6lBI(23]PBeamftS114 -BGntto(7) 

6 COTTSfUBW BW Ho S &3tlune F 11 4 JIIYato 

7 HELPDWJHJofinson5114 PCadwty 

8 BnQTHEBUCKMnMiteltty6114 — C HBCDOBCk (7) 


3- LORD POMSIQ (29B) P Umtedn S 11 d 
02 IUGPCIGUmi22)Llii6)eil4 u . 

<HERZBU0USJ(Kaai5ll4 

0 RBCCA(23)DenjsSnWi5U4 

ROYAL SPRUCE GM Moore 8 11 4 

024 fflBOB(23}WMMom5114 

50 SMCOYLAD (39)RSveis 6JJ4 

0 SNOOTY ESKIMO (22) JHoBflne 5114.. 

SUttiaHE R McDonald 5 U4 

GYHOHMYPSYG Haines 5 1013 

00 anttM(22)WHeaf51013 

out CAROLJ Panes 5 10 13 

BUSTER TWO J Haldane 4 10 6 

ES BO R teamen ■! 10 6 

WWNMEMU'EafiBfyJWS 

SR BOSTON R WwtBuse 4 106 

CHAMF5-GKL B MOTty 4)01 


ADohhti 

-JSwta 

Jton 

_AThortta 


DBddgtoto 

DBanfley 

RCartty 

K Janes 

AIM®** 

— -THato 

VttnU 


sport 


LEOPARDsfOWN 


height of 6ft 3 in. From his 
Staffordshire base be now sends 
out a gelding who seems to be 
running just to give his 36 own- 
ers something to shout about 
“We are dreaming about win- 
ning, but it is purely a dream," 
Streeter said or his fo oner plater 
yesterday. “We just hope he 
can beat more than beat him.” 

One horse who will almost 
certainly fall into the latter cat- 
egory is FAMILY WAY (nap 
235). He made an encouraging 
reappearance at Faiiyhouse 
and is on a low weight for a race 
which has not gone to a horse 
ranying more than list in the 
last six years. His connections 
are peerless as he is owned by 
J P McManus and trained by 
Arthur Moore, who has won the 
event five times previously. 

3-2 Oc James Fansbawr has few run- 1 
tiers on sand but today's oppo sition I 
is so modest that his MOVE THE I 
CLOUDS mav repay an interest. § 

CXO I 

3-50: Provided CHATEAUHER- | 
AULT handles this slower surface, he I 
should follow up his Lingfield victory. B 
Most of his rivals this afternoon have 1 
been competing over shorter dis- R 
tnnees and may find this journey be- B 
yond iheir stamina. Skelton i 
Sovereign looks the danger. 1 


I 1235 Rawy 
f-05 The Carrig Rua 
135 Rockft Rofl Kid 
235 Whale Of A Knight 


HYPERION 
235 Kaftafc 
3JD Kflcoo Boy 
3.40 Rainbow Victor 


GOING: Yiekiing. 

I ML hand raune. 

^ «p ftuWm. ADMISSION: Reserved Endow ill; 


CFSkw 

£0Wm 

-_Jf f) i— nnr( y 


BETTWft 2-1 Mr Ltopafc, 7-2 Cofour Cade, 51 Ua Dto Bttefo 101 (anf 
Pwfgdd. Sk Boh, Hdperty. UaOfo Metady, 12-lotbrra 


A p 0^ - ^ wfnn«v from 164 nm- 

wtanera.lS! St -' V £ , II fc 2 l £* *“■* A L T 

ncra, 17.4%, -35.48; N SUsZ-Ttii ; P Mnmns ~ 12 wta « wre - 69 lun ~ 
■ LKADINCJOCKETS-b/LlJ ^^' W nmnun - ' » ^ JS307 
- M vrimwTraVi*: is I%?.7r: "»• las ndw. ai.ML -66J8; F Wood. 

-Mi .™ 100 ^ 12V 

l 12 - 35 l S^S 0 ^ E "““LE OflOO added 2d, 

l ”32: u u ~ is2S 

I figg- ^ , u i SEft! 

6 05S0CB- FOTLE WAHOERSI iC 3 Log C^siwicl UcOancdr 6 LI 2 DTErara 

-6 dfidvod - 

SSSlS pKSto 2 * **” *** T * 11 H#* Waodew ' 

1998: AMvyai 11 7 K F OEner 15 on 

FORM GUIDE 

Tne sBMemareol Khayrawara 

nau unoon rasa snort head berand wtipn beaten hto a i«wti m, ip^ai Arv-i Twvtwfuv 

at FawynouM. He is gwg u be haul io beat a tus comoanv Mr Baxter P nt t n 

S?®* - -”* **? Wa «*w»r I wrti ms more than 10 lengths back third and ortv 4lh 
tauer in. Father Geny won a Llmenrt Durnpei on Bowie Day bur s uo gainst tt/ 

Selection: RAWY 

I I n s I NIZFWRK* HOTEL GROIF NOVICE CHASE idda-I 

£8fi00 added 2m Sf Penalty v3Hb£S^ {BoC1| 

1 211371- FMCHPAIM (Rrefiottn Limfi r Ffcod 7 1 1 ft nu 

2 1324/15- THECARRK RUA Moot, toJM rm, Ti",! 

3 F56213- ULTRA HUTTCR (Dona HSany MchW hJ™ ,n 7 

4 6D05P3- aARABACHOtaben SnsaniH S cots U j — ~ 

5 2U2012- MAW OF ARRAN (Pamcs Olforn fajio- rn-vuv ;m keivimm, 

6 Ul«- MBACLE MAN (Ratoch &»< C Weaum m 9 U 1 . J ZZZZ 

7 6F84I5- NATIVE S3X7US ilhpmas Caiurryi Thomas Carbary 7 U 4 r VYInl «i m 

8 8P- RADIANT RIVER (J E Mutemi J E KUnan 7 11 4 _ _ jj (3) 

-8 Hectored- ' 

8EITM& 7-4 The Carrig Rea, 52 Ultra Ffcttet. 51 Man Of Anan, 9-2 p ~ 4 , p ^». g_i uk>de 
Man. 12-1 Natfre Stoa, 151 Garabadi, 351 Rattan! IBrar"^ ” 

199ft fretteButtll 4ROumtoctfy 5 ran 

FORM GUDE 

ULTRA FLUTTER, me oldest horse ir, me held, looks the one mey ail Haw io beat. Mreftaa 
Houngan's gaWmg was beaten Of the much- improved Belle mer a firior« less at 
Limeneh Last tone but had previously come good over two wta three-quarter m4es at Na- 
van. where he had Native Status over 27 lengths bemno. Ultra Rutter is best when plen- 
ty of use la made of fun and, ItopehJly.tosnaerMlsendhinionsomewayouLHiictipa&a 
won a novice chase at the last meeting but Tbe Carrig Rua is rated a bigger danger. He 
ran weft in the race won by Danoli here on Bating Day and could be better suited by ths 
longer up. Man Of Airan has appear, even ihough he- was beaten sm lengths by Jeffefl 
at Clonmel last tone, but Mracte Man. the British racier, is up against il 

S el ectio n: ULTRA FLUTTER 

1 Oel SMRKHV9S HANDICAP HURDLE £fi0OO added ID MM 
1 3m Penalty Value £4^10 1°^* 

1 wim- HOSHTttBOW(FFiear»ra)APO , teai8116 CFSwan 

2 506524- THITHELBWBt 9*s S l*Ooyl Ulcnael Hxr©n6 10 12 JPBmrtonckB 

3 92QO80 RtSHB 1UUERS tC B La® tesmond Ucftoncgi 9 ig & KFOTMea 

4 640706- AFFEI1A7E COUfT (Janes Duve) James Durra 9 10 4 A Fond 

5 94144-2 HA10VBI (AOan Gumey) Ws Tom Hmspon 6 10 4 iSbortt 

6 23315-1 ROCini ROLL HD (Earty EW Sjrrfcaei W P MAns 6 10 0 |4«) DJCatey 

7 348381- SLEWBJlSiaSILEfrDSMiyilftnmiTti'in iwefai 

-7dedBrad- 

BEITWft 54 Hotel The Bow. 51 TUTTie Mppor. 52 Rock'll Rofi KM, 51 Mulaiier. 12-1 Rhfog 

Waters, 14-1 Appoints Court 

1998: Bchenran tesde 10 3 J ? Brooertk 23 ran 

FORM GUDE 

ROSIN THE BOW has Unproved considerably gncejommg Anan O'Brien and has won 
three of his last four starts, including an effortless success over this trip at Navan last 
tone, when he had Rock'n Roll Kid 26 lengths behind. He should certainly be able 
to confirm form with last Monday's Thurtes winner on only 5ta wise terms. Ten The 
Nipper may chase turn home. Michael Houngan's six-year -old mil appreciate the top 
and did well to take fourth 10 Miitonfiew m a better-class race over course and dis- 
tance 15 days ago. GlanneMs Castle, who landed a Down Royal maden hurdle by 
seven lengths over this tnp on Booting Day, has more on IPs piaie. but Mu Dover could 
run into a place. Sel ection: ROSIN THE BOW 

pwwcl PERSE LBORARDSTOWN HANDICAP I RRC1& C4 
l^- US l CHASE £25j000 added 3m lE&izLzZJ 

1 117215- ROYAL IIQONTBHOWIE IMiS J OTtort.1 A P Often 9 12 0 —THoqpW 

2 4422/50 BIOTS tranUHE (Btadiwata FtoangSmctcaffliAPa'aien 1011 11 CFSwan 

3 278662- I0N6 OF THE SALES IIP tog) ALT MoomlO 117 JCOWee 

4 3FP460 FKSURE SEAL (Wuxi Sjntaae) ALT Mow? 11 1013 0— nn rfr 

5 92329F- TRYFttON (Ms M T Quw) Vctor BMens 8 10 4 _ 

6 U42F43- THECRAZyBBHOPUOhn JosephHenit)rlAnh(»yMan5 9103 afratoy 

7 B47633- 71E FOR A RUUWwP McManu® EJOTVady 10 100 NMfanwm 

8 131J90 WHALE OFAIMOfreeanOBtei) ALT Mot»8 100 Flfctos 

-8dedtorcd- 

MWnwn ire(^ JOB. Jnre hantfcap «<ps: )»te 7^ A Bito 9st m 

BETTING: 2-1 Whale Of A MRU. 7-2 Ttae For A Rwi. 52 KtagOf The Gales. 51 Wots ton, 

51 Reyel Monttroeee, 11-1 ftyfirtoe, 151 Dm Cnuy Bishop, Hssree Seri 

199ft Royal MowidiroMie 10 9C F Swan 12 m 

FORM GUDE 

TMi FOR A RUN was well bached when staying on mto third behind New Co In a valu- 
able hanrfleap chase over course and distance 15 osys ago and should be hard to beat 
off bottom we&n. TTyfbtaa was ttMords the rear when he fel at the 11th and Wlude Of 
A Knight was barfly hampered at the its id last and lost aft chance m that race. Arthur 
Mans seven-year -rid is parbcutariy nel hareacapped on fis final ran laa season and 
corid prove e big danger. Moore also mnslQng Of The Gales, who came frtnwrel back 
ro late second ro the il-toied Johnny Seraside in a conditions chase over the mp here a 
fortrttfu agp. However, the 10-year-rid does not have an ea^ task et the wei0its and 
ndtr^ arrangements suggest that Moore's thnd runner, Fteaura Seal. 15 prefened. fto»- 
ri Mountbrowne, who won this last season, wW have ms wwK cut cut » fWtow up tra- 
der TTfit and the stablemate kflots Ventura Is rated a bigger danger. The Cray Btooop 
is consistent and could ran into a place. Selection: TIME FOR A RUN 

I o qel THE LADBROKE HURDLE £604X30 RRfij ft C4l 
1~5J added 2m Penalty Vafue £39^200 1 °°^ ' 

1 127385 NOTCOMPtAOBiGBUT (MS C A Moore) P MAng 6 11 12 TFTttBCy 

2 1/206-3 B0*RESS G5T (M W Hama, H Ybung, D S Arnold) Ms M Rsriey Bffl 8 UMIYStoBh 

3 lomu- GUE S T PE HK HWAHCE 15 Mifoen) D T 5 11 10 Jf Hngbee 

4 1111-1 PQftlY A MY U Good) Mrs M F*evre*ey K30) 7 11 P»*e 

5 117222- UL SOCQY (P Gavey) ted Made 5 11 6 Rttwwrh 

6 54112-1 BIECUIIW DESQf B. TFrifflO U3 MRetofly (68)5115 BOMB 

7 518141- KHAYRAMAMUrtflPMcManisIC Roche 5114 CODwyn 

8 W0BOP- MAGICAL LADY Oahn Mchayl M J P OBnon 5 11 3 TPRtod 

9 4F12U- KIHS OF RERDY (The Loral Beys Sintoaie) A P CrBnen 6 10 13 OF Swan 

10 38030 SHAIftS HSU (Ms VBra OBrfen) fhttr McOeoy 7 10 13 JPBnkto** 

11 8405P2- ramy WAY (John PMcMbseI ALT Moore 10 1011 FYtooch 

12 072S34- lEnSttSK} (F Malon) 0 G LtaMto 5 10 10 H Rogers H 

13 5WUS5 REA5UM (P SenGSQ) E J OGraoy 7 10 10 6 Bradley 

14 127722- BLJHrDFEAGlBIEa^%ndtalB)WPMufc601O9 dltamry 

15 027030 LAWAHPB.patncliOlea^) Pam*OXeaiy5l0 9 KFffBrtae 

16 084610 CUFB0NRMUPI*)JSBcl£f610B A P McCoy B 

17 F112-11 C8GAUR EXPW5S (Cemaur Racing) A Steaer (GH 5 104 TBpy 

IB 543-343 KAIIAKiCJ LlnM JCair(GS)610 4 fUnky 

19 110002 MASftHTRBEUeM Ali RMrgSoaesj MnJFYtmaniGSl 7 104 NHMraimn 

20 001046 HLACBGAtE XMG (Dias N WfYbrt A WMans (Gfl) 8 10 4 TKorffe 

21 643147- FONEAttE UOGE lABC S)nfcarei Anthony Mvens 7 10 1 AHa04re 

22 440321- BLACK qUB9l (Kent Rttneteh J E Kidy G 9 13 A J O’Brien 

23 315173- RESCUE Ilffi 16 Baffr) fta*i Praaoips 4 9 1? GCritor 

- 23 Hectored - 

MMnun we/fft: 9sr 13b. 7>ue handran v&ffrc Rescue Time 99 lOSi 
BETTWe: 51CMta Fog. Kbayramri, 7-lFan^Vtoy, 51 Pen? A Day, 12-1 BtackOncn, Geest 
Rnfomrenee, ktag Of Kerry, 14-1 HOT SotSety, lady Arpri, 15X Sipiera SHI 251 ottera 
1996: Dance Bea 9 12 A mm 22 ran 

FORM GUDE 

FAM&Y WAY can step up on Ms second to Dance Beat n this race 12 months ago- Hte 
trainer has an excellent record In the and Frank Woods' mount has been laid out for q 
aflseason.Ftonl1yWayr8naffeattoalwhen0olngunderbyashartheadtoDartw.de- 
sprte being ridden by a lltte-known 71b ctarmer, on hre reappearance at Falryhouse at the 
erel of November and has been kept fresh. AH the money has been for Khayrawem ano 
Christy Roche's effortless Ustmei winner has strong claims despite me Sb rise in the 
wetffss. That hlte looks ike putting paid m Guest Pe rt or ma nce. Express GRt and the 
prakftc -scorer Penny A Day. Executive Deafen s rated the best of May Reveteys too, 
rithougfl The hat-tnck-seelang Centaur Express musrafeo hate a good chance. CSfdOo 
FOg e bfintered for tfta as* time and iter shouta enable ram to overcome toe sfogffsh- 
rtesshes»wwdbeforeiunnlngonintothlrdtothe«aihereaforttoffiiaff>.Theconsa- 
Tfint W8 Society and King Of Rany look best of the remainder, but outsntera to watch 
are Magical Lady, Rescue Time ana Lady JtipeL Selection: FAMILY WAV 

raTiffl ASHFORD NH FLAT RACE £4^K)0 added 2m Penalty VaL 
L“~J ue£3£82 

1 1201/4- CUY AID WATTIES (RincftOlaayl teach Oleay 812 7 toAKWjssfT) 

2 9ty7fS0 DROICHEAOUPSIMsRJ BeOMl James (THtoe 10127 MrTJB*ri8e(7) 

3 633(212- BUJOO BOY (PatnOi G J lAlDW A POttBi 6124 HrBHCKbB) 

4 259571- WUiEYHW(SAMSjrricaMMlclitoQmnaian6124 HrAJHsrtfa 

5 1600 MrlPmuamaffJ 

6 CONAGHERIfADSTffaB^OloofejMchJdFljiYlfillll MrPFGMtti 

7 0 EXECUTIVE MBTCCPHcfceyiEPWhfy 6 11 11 Mr JFffShat(7) 

8 0 6ROWIOWN LAD (M* S Netoe) J A Bray 6 11 11 MrJABeey 

9 OUR BE (Janes McbOy) toffl Prwrief^g 6 11 u MrRWaWiB) 

10 3051- C0RYRO5E CM J E Ttaihil H de Brathead 5 II 9 JirHTHartr*y{7) 

11 09- tH0PKCOl0(LmOCorTOrt DssnmlMc0Dnci§fi5112 — lOBSMcDonotfid) 

BETTMG: 5-2 KBcoo Boy, 51 toy And WatUee, Ml Drakhead lapesn, 51 Vtotf Bm, C-LOu 

BM, 51 Oarynn, 151 attars 

1996: Noble TTtyne 12 4 Mr T Mittra M ran 

PaUil TWCY NH FLAT RACE £4£00 added 4Y0 2m Penalty V* 
r™lJ lie £3^182 

1 AI0»WM*«nT»mfflJCamjl)TjTffl#ell7 Mr A J Marta 

2 COUVTYCAPTAW (Mra Ijraia licra) G M (jure 11 7 

3 CYBBl MANOR (MreCPMwtriif) Francis Ems 11 7___— 

4 DUETOYOUiCP^inSSJMahonll 7 Mr SJ Mahon (7) 

5 LOCH BAN [RaJtotl Bants)) H da Brarhead 11 7 MrRYfalrtB) 

6 MYKON G0U) (FeSiri Sjnicate) W P ttttis 11 7 MrJANash 

7 RAMBMf VICTOR UosciXl Cntocy) A P OBnoi 11 7 MtaALCrtrt*y(7) 

8 SLANEY NADYE (Dart H L Nu^nO MKJomHann^xi 117, — , — Mr BM Cash (3) 

9 (!AJIMR0SE(DrMcfttoNaiarv5JTreacylZ 2 Nr/PMdfonMi(7) 

-Bdsdmd- 

BPTtNft 54 Ratabow Victor, 11-4 Hyfam Grid. 7-ltofc Ban, 51 Sto re y HeOm, 151 Aietanre- 
■B,CBjra Rose. M*1 CDMy Captain, 151 otfiea 
1998: RstwiJoeBa 10 UMrJaah Conrely ID ran 


A JOUrtoe 

G Cotter 











sport 


the BiDEPESDENT • SATURDMmaS^ afe^ 

' •'* • %■ • : 


FOOTBALL There is more to West Ham’s hard man than short hair and long suspensions. Glenn Moore meets an East 


:r£ ,!lt S 


Dicks sets out to challenge the 


r : ^ VI 


• - /vs 


J ulian Dicks? He's that hor- 
rible unc. Why arc you inter- 
viewing him?" Reputations, 
once gained, are hard to shake 
off and my girlfriend's reaction 
is fairly typical where the West 
Ham defender is concerned. 

Skinhead, scourge of referees 
and fancy wingers, keeper of 
rottweilers and shotguns, lover 
of heavy metal, fast cars, Harley 
Davidsons and Amie Swarze- 
negger. The Hammers full- 
back. it would appear, is a 
walking cliche. 

It is an image which is dis- 


pelled as soon as you get with- 
in stud range. Dicks is amiable 


and soft-spoken, with a enough 
of a West Country burr to recall 
his Bristol roots. He has done 
a few things he is not proud of 
buL at 28, he has matured and 
mellowed. Still ferocious on the 
pitch, but more in controL 
“I've been booked four Limes 
this season," he says, with a cer- 
tain pride, when we met at 
West Ham's snow-covered 
training ground this week. “A 
few years ago I'd be on my 


‘I was a bit of a 
bastard. Billy 
Bonds says in 
the book he 
wanted to chin 
me at times’ 



th~- 


apprentices," he rifcaiis^f*aa, 

14, they 

looked afterme wbeft-f*yas ’■ 
there. If I got anytronWt^hcy : 
sorted it out For me. - , c' . 

very quickly? ^VheSa 'SSsat 
home my nunn done my bed- 

but I hadtodoa^ 

He was also taken under the . 
wing of Ron Saunders and 
stayed out of trouble off the 
pitch, though he wasseat off for 
the first time white still in the 
youth side. 

Seven other dismissals are 
listed in one of the more no- 
usual book appendices (one 
page lists his games and goals, 
threepageshislOlbpokmgs- 
just one for Livexpool- and do- 
missals). The wcast ml card was ; 
for elbowing Franz Catijn# 
1992. “I just knew I was going : ' 
to elbow him. And that wasa. : 
- off. To this day I don't fcnow • 
why I did it. ^ 

“I’ve made -loads, of inis-; 
takes. As long as you learn from. 
them, it's not so bad. Itjusttook 


‘Macari stripped 
us eating chips 
on Friday and " 
having dessert. 
He didn’t like me 
drinking Coke’ 


second suspension by now. The 
penny's dropped, hopefullv. 


penny's dropped, hopefully. 
But I know the reputation will 
always be there. 

“I used to come off the pitch 
and argue with the manager. It 
never got me anywhere, just put 
me in his bad books. Now I wait 
to Monday and if I've sidl got 
something to say I do it 
privately.'' 

A few more contradictions. 
Dicks, a devoted family man to 
his eight -year-old twin daugh- 
ters is also a regular at local 
children’s hospitals. He is a 
keen student of native Ameri- 


Julian Dicks at West Ham’s training ground this week, preparing for today’s visit to Anfield and a game against Liverpool, a dub 1 don’t regret leaving’ 


Photograph: Adam Scott 


emerges as a flawed but funda- 
mentally decent human being. 
Just like most people, perhaps? 

It is obvious that he is his own 
man. While more and more 
players go in for long stretches 
and light pasta meals before 
playing, Dicks' warm-up consists 
of two cans of Coke. Asked if 
he would agree to the Ruud 
Gullit regime if he was at 
Chelsea, he answers a straight 
“no". 


can Indian history, is a regular 
golfer and, with his wife Kay, 


More contentiously, he 
would gjve Glenn Hoddle the 
same answer. With Dicks' form 
rather better than West Ham’s, 
Andy Hinchdiffe and Phil 
Neville injured, Stuart Pearce 
immersed in managing Not- 
tingham Forest and Graeme Le 
Saux recently returned from a 
year's injury, he is in contention 
for a first England call-up. 

Dicks is quite firm on this 
subject. “I don't want to play 
for England. It doesn’t inter- 
est me anymore. If they rang 
me up, I wouldn't play." 


golfer and, with his wife Kay, 
grooms his dogs for show 
(though the rottweiler did have 
a run-in with the press when his 
daughters were being harassed 
in the wake of one on-field 
indiscretion). He is also capa- 
ble of playing cultured football, 
especially with his left foot. 

Dicks is now promoting one 
of the best football biographies 
of recent years. Unusually for an 
authorised biography, it is a 
warts-and-all portrayaL He 


Dicks' determination to 
speak his mind has not always 
been welcomed. His disagree- 
ments with Billy Bonds has- 
tened his move from West Ham 
to Liverpool and a falling-out 
with Roy Evans led to his return. 

Dicks is back at Anfield to- 
day. Liverpool are top. West 
Ham fighting relegation, but he 
says: “I don't regret leaving, 
though if Graeme Souness was 
still Lhere 1 would be. I don't re- 
gret moving there either. I 
enjoyed my time there. 

“I had got on all right with 
Roy when he was assistant [to 
Souness], I played the last 16 
games the season be took over. 
Then we gat beat 4-1 by Bolton 
pre-season and me and Mark 
Wright were blamed. He had a 
go at Wrighty in the dressing- 
room but not me. Yet the next 
day the papers were saying I was 
unfit and overweight. If people 
have something to say they 
should say it to me, not the 
papers. I had a row with him and 


that was it, he did not speak to 
me for 10 weeks apart from 
saying hello. 

“He's a friendly guy and 1 like 
him. I've respect for him, but 
that's the way it was. He made 
me train with the kids. That was 
no good to me. So I'd go in and, 
after 10 minutes. I'd had 
enough. We'd start at half-ten. 


I'd be home at quarter past 
eleven - and I lived in Chester, 


eleven - and I lived in Chester, 
half an hour away." 

Short-lived it may have been, 
but the move to Liverpool ap- 
pears to have been one of the 


two turning points in Dicks’ life. 
Reading through the book, it 
seems he had reached a stage 
at West Ham where he had 
begun to consider himself 
bigger than the dub. 

“I was a bit of a bastard," 
Dicks admits. “BQiy Bonds says 
in the book he wanted to chin 
me at times." Even worse, his 
wife indicates she was thinking 
of leaving him. 

“He was absolutely fuU of 


himself. I think he thought he 
was the best thing that ever hap- 
pened," Kay says. “We had to 
sort ourselves out or I was 
going back to Birmingham to 
make a new life for myself." 

Salvation came with the move 
to Liverpool. “When I was first 
here [at West Ham] I could be 
suspended for four games but 
the fifth game I knew I'd be back 
in the side. But at Liverpool 
there are so many good players. 
I never got dropped but. when 
I was out of favour with Roy 
Evans, things changed. It made 
me realise I was not indispens- 
able. That’s when I realised 
football wasn’t everything." 

The change was noted with 


One of those on the receiv- 
ing end was Lou Macari, Bonds' 
predecessor. In his case the dis- 
agreements became physical. 
“We used to go in the gym and 
kick hell out of each other," 
Dicks says. “One day I went 
straight through and 1 thought 
I'd broken his leg, But he always 
used to come back for more. 


He wanted us to play the 
e ball. This was West Ham: 


relief by Kay and West Ham. 
"Some people did not want me 


"Some people did not want me 
back because of how r d been." 
Dicks admits. "I didn't give a 
toss about anyone. I used to row 
with Billy, Harry, the players, di- 
rectors. If I think something is 
right, and the manager thinks 
it's wrong. I’d tell him." 


long ball. This was West Ham; 
we're supposed to play football. 
He stopped us eating chips on 
Friday and having dessert. He 
didn’t like me drinking Coke. I 
just used to do it behind his 
back." 

The other formative move 
was Dicks’ Bret, as a 14-year- 
old, from his Bristol home to 
Birmingham. He grew up living 
in the Knowle West council 
estate. It was a tough area, get- 
ting tougher. 

"It's not the best of places 
and it was one of the reasons I 
did leave," Dicks agrees. When 
Birmingham came in, his 


parents, like Alan Shearer's, left 
the decision to gp to him. “If 1 
hadn't got on m football I’d 
have ended up in trouble. 1 was 
put in a police cell wben I was 
about 10 for about five hours. 
I used to nick stuff like most 
kids, but I got caught. It was 
frightening. 

“They even took my belt 
and shoes off, anything 1 could 
hang myself with. It starts with 
nicking' things but you don’t 
know where it ends up. I was 
mixing with the wrong people, 
maybe I would’ve ended up in 
prison." 

He mixed with some inter- 
esting people at Birmingham, 
too. The squad reads like a 
rogues’ gallery: Martin KuhL 
Robert Hopkins. Andy 
Kennedy, Tony Coton, Mick 
Harford, Pat Van Den Hauwe, 
Mick Dennis, Noel Blake. 
Many of these were only a few 
years older than Dicks and he 
spent a lot of time with them. 

“I was goiDg round with the 


me 10 yeans to learn from them. 
I’m not ashamed of anything 
but, if there is one thing, that 
would be it." 

Long-term, Dicks is looking 
to expand his interest in dogs, 
having recently gained planning. 


on his Essex country estate 
(currently knee-deep in snow, 
he is grateful for -a four-wheel 
drive). He also fancies a move 
to Cfeioada: “It would be great 
to live out in the middle of 
nowhere with no one around, no 
one to bother you.” 

Hrst there is rescuing the 
Hammers, again. "We’ve been 
playing' well but not scored 
enough goals - and. to be fair, 
we’ve let a few silly ones in." 

And a dosing thought* “It 
would have been nice to have 
played 20 or 30 years ago. You 
could get away with murder 
then, elbow people, everything 
The game’s changing for the 
worse." 

Nice bloke to talk to, bat I 
still wouldn’tlike to play against 
him . 


• Terminator: The Julian Dicks Sony tw 
Writ Blows (Polar Publishing, £9.99.) 
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TV v terrace 



TODAY 

3.0 unless stated 


by Simon Carroll 


For those of us who consume 
much of our football intra- 
venously hooked to the televi- 
sion, the Christmas feast was a 
pleasure. It was, in many Wat's, 
a traditional footy Christmas. 
The turkey - this year 
Southampton - was ceremoni- 
ously dispatched and will con- 
tinue to be devoured until well 
into the new year; an over- 
indulgence of alcohol produced 
a certain amount of blurred 
vision, which may explain some 
of the refereeing decisions. 
And most of us have now seen 
the theatre of our early season 
dreams turned into panto. 

Additionally, like many of 
the enjoyable excesses of the 
season o’f goodwill - and I do 
not mean the Tottenham 
defence - it has often been ac- 
companied by the nagging of a 
close relative. For those who 
enjoy the caress of the remote 
control this means listening to 
the complaints of that insistent 
relation, the local terrace foot- 
ball supporter. Yes, heavens 
preserve the couch poLato sup- 
porter from a righteous frying 
by those radio phone-in fans or 
good friends whose joy in life 
is to preach that theirs is the 
onh' true faith and to be a "rail" 
supporter you need to have an 
umbilical cord attaching you to 
the ground. 

Let us take this mentality to 
its natural conclusion. If sup- 
porters must come from a 
club's town or city then, logi- 
cally, everybody and every- 
thing connected with the club 
should do the same. If being a 
local is the golden rale for fol- 
lowing a team then it must also 
be a prerequisite for being on 
the pitch. The players should 
have been able to hear the 
sweet sound of the terraces roar 
as they emerge from the womb. 

The same rule should also 
apply to finances. Sponsorship 
should come from a local firm 
l and anv cash should onlv be 


raised within the confines of the 
home town. Thus clubs, large . 
and small, should have the local 1 
pub plastered across their chest ' 
and. in many cases, this would I 
probably be more appropriate i 
than their current sponsors. j 

Yel these financial argu- 
ments should be put into con- 
text. Money is only important 
if the terrace supporter wishes 
to see their team to win tro- 
phies. or at least the occasional 
match, to see top quality players 
and sit in comfort while watch- 
ing the game. Without money 
players cannot be signed, wages 
cannot be paid and stadiums 
cannot be built. 

In this sense a team's televi- 
sion fan base is vital to the mod- 
em game. For many years clubs 
have been dependent on rev- 
enues from TV companies, 
sponsorship and advertising. 

Of course the terraced and 
television supporters have much 
in common. Most supporters 
pick a team at a young age and 
slick with that dub. experiencing 
the frustration and heartbreak 
which that choice can bring. 

Both types of supporter en- 
joy the game, both passionately 
support their team and, in the 
age of modem stadiums, both 
spend their time on their back- 
sides as, in fact, we are all 
couch-potato supporters in 
1997. More importantly, few of 
us actually only fit perfectly into 
either of these categories. Most 
fans of the small screen will also 
attend matches on occasions 
and 99 per cent of attending 
supporters also watch games on 
the television. 

Now. in early January, the 
Christmas tree "stands as bare 
as the rest of the season before 
us, its needles scattered at the 
bottom of the table like points 
dropped over the festive season. 
And as you swear your cen tre- 
forward fell from a cheap 
cracker, just remember, there 
is always the new year sales. 


FA Carfing Premtarsblp 
P W D L F i 

Liverpool 22 12 6 4 38 : 

Mn oid 21 11 7 3 39 2 

Man Utd 21 10 S 3 42 2 

( to e entt a — 21 11 4 6 38 3 
iMmMedon —19 11 4 4 33 3 

Aston VWa 21 10 5 6 29 1 

CMbm 21 9 8 4 33 2 

Everton 21 7 7 7 29 2 

Sheff Wed 20 6 10 4 21 2 

TottBrtuBn — 8 4 8 22 2 
Sunderland —21 6 6 9 21 3 

Coventry 21 S3 B 22 2 

Darby 20 5 B 7 20 2 

UJcester 20 6 5 9 20 2 

leads 21 G A 11 16 3 

Wost than 20 5 6 9 18 2 

Bi*ckbnm 20 4 8 B 19 2 

Mtddtesbro _21 4 6 11 25 4 

Noam Forest -21 3 8 10 19 3 

Southampton _20 4 £ 12 28 3 

1 Aston VWa v Newcastle 

2 Blackburn v Cwerray.. 

3 Leeds v Leicester 

4 Liverpool v west Ham 

6 Mtititesbrougi v South a mpton.. 

6 Notftigjiam Rarest v Chelsea ..... 

7 Sheffield Wednesday v Everton.,, 

8 Sunderland v Arsenal 

9 Wimbledon v Derby 


NatiomrUa Football Longue 
First Dfvfslon 

10 Bradford Cay v Oxford Utd 

11 Grimsby v Port Vote — 

12 Ipswich 9 Sheffield Utd Off 

13 Manchester Chy v Crystal Palace — 

14 OWham v Hjddersfield — 

15 Portsmouth v Bolton — ...... ..... 

16 QPH v Barnsley .... - 

17 Readme v Chariton 

18 Southend v Norwich ...... Off 


Hard Division 

.Off 


33 CfflTTbndfie Utd v Exeter .... 

34 Cardiff v Lincoln City ......... 


36 Chester v Hartlepool 







- Wigan v Scarbonwgi 



Third Division 1 

- Albion Rovers v Alloa ..... .Off I 

- FOrfar v Queen's Park 

Tonaents Scottish Cap 
Second round 

- East Sorting v Brora Rangers 

- Rosa County v Montrose Off 

- Spartans v Arbroath (2.0) 

- Stranraer v Inverness Cal Thistle 

- Whhehrll v Queen of the South (2.0) 

* Playing Monday. 


Stakes are high for 
Montevideo match * 


Second Division 

19 Bfockpooi v Luton Off 

20 Bournemouth v Rotherham 

21 Bristol City v Burnley _ 

22 8ory vWalsaO .Off 

23 Chesterfield v Bristol Rovers _ 

24 Gdingfram v Stockport Off 

25 MrDwaJI v Preston 

28 Plymouth » Crewe 

27 Watford v Shrewsbury .Off 

28 Wrexham v Notts County 

29 Wycombe v Peterborough — 

30 fork v Brentford 


BrriTs Scottish League 
From lor Division 

40 Dunfermline v Dundee Utd._ 

41 Hearts v Celtic 

42 Kilmarnock v (tenth - 

43 Mothenwll v Hibernian 


TOMORROW 


Bt Carting Premiership 

Tottenham v Manchester md f4.0) 


First Division 

44 Clydebank v St Mirren 

45 Dundee v Amine - 

48 Morton v East Fife..._, 

47 Stirling v FaBurk 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 


Wolves v West Bromwich (2.101 


Uruguay and Argentina renew 
one of international football's 
oldest and most bitter rivalries 
in Montevideo tomorrow when 
they meet in a World Cup qual- 
ifying maLch for the first time. 

The stokes, always high when 
the old foes come face to face, 
have been raised even ftirther by 
the indifferent form of the two 
teams in the South American 
World Cup qualifying group. 

Only a few years "ago both 
would have been expected to 


Second Division 

48 Berwick v Dumbarton 

48 BrecfW v Hamilton .Off 

- Stenhousemuir v Livingston 


BafTs Scottish Loague 
Prowler Division 


waltz through the nine-team 
group in which the top four 
qualify for the World Cup finals. 
Bui this time they find them- 
selves slugging it out with the 
likes of fcru. Chile. Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Paraguay for a 
place in France - and neither 
can afford any more slip-ups. 

Argentina are third but only 
three points separate them 
from eighth-placed Bolivia. 
Uruguay are level on points with 
their neighbours but two places 
below on goal difference. 


Rangers v Aberdeen (3.0) 

Off Matches postponed 1 frozen pitches), j 
Other matches are subject to pitch in- 
spections this morning - please check. 


TEAM SHEET 


Aston VHla v 
Newcastle 


Last season: 1-1 
Last five League matches: Aston 
Villa WWLDD, Newcastle LDLVVW 
VUIa defender Southgate Is poised to 
return from an ankle injury. Draper, 
out after a hernia operation, will be 
replaced by Johnson or Curac. Man- 
ageress NewcastiewB be without the 
suspended Lee while Ferdinand is 
doubtful. 


Blackburn v g 
Coventry 

Last season: 5-1 
Last five League matches: Black- 
burn DLWDW, Coventry WWWWD 
Flitcraft and Marker compete to re* 
place the suspended McKsnlay. Oth- 
erwise, Blackburn will be unchanged. 
Dublin visits to hear whether he will 
be switched from defence back into 
Coventry’s attack to cover for Whe- 
lan. who is also banned. 


Leeds v 
Leicester 


Liverpool v 
West Ham 


Last season: Did not play 
Last five League matches: Leeds 
DOLLL Leicester WDLDO 
Molenaataflm buyfrom Dutch dub 
Vbiendam this week, could make tvs 
debut as Leeds are lacking a* defend- 
ers. Sharpe may return after a groin 
injury. Leicester midfielder Lennon 
starts a two-match ban, while flu vic- 
tims Parker and Hill face late tests. 


Last season: 2-0 
Last five League matches: Liver- 
pool WDDWL. West Ham LDLWL 
Bames returns after injury for Liver- 
pool and Collymore has recovered 
from flu. but Redknapp is not yet fit 
and Rob Jones will be rested after 
he unexpected comeback at Mid- 
dlesbrough. Bowen, Laandis. Bific 
and Newell all return for West Ham. 


Both sides are eight points be- 
hind the group leaders, Colom- 
bia, who do not play tomorrow. 
Argentina have already lost to 
Ecuador and been held at home 
by Paraguay and Chile. Uruguay 
have lost away to Chfle and at 
home to Paraguay. 

The Uruguay coach, Juan 
Ahun [chain, who look over af- 
ter Hector Nufiez was sacked in 
the wake of a 1-0 defeat in Chi- 
le, said he had still not decided 
on the team. The veteran Enzo 
Francesooli, a survivor of the 1986 


World Cup, is likely to play even 
though be is not fully fit 


though be is not fully fit 

“The only thing that interests 
us is to win," the striker Daniel 
Fonseca, who plays for Roma, 
said. “If we do it "playing well. . 
that’s well and good, but th<4i/l 
only thing that reaCy matters for 
Uruguay at the moment is the 
result.” 

A sell-out 70,000 crowd is ex- 
pected at Punta del Este’s Cen- 

tenario stadium, the venue of the 
first World Cup final in 1930. 


Grobbelaar ‘confident’ 


Bruce Grohbelaar spoke yes- 
terday of how much football 


MidkHesbro v < 
Southampton 


Nttm Forest v 
Chelsea 


Sheff Wed v 
Everton 


Sunderland v 
Arsenal 


Last season: 0-0 
I Last five League matches; Mid- 
dlesbrough DLWLL. Southampton 
LLWLL 

Middlesbrough defender Vickers has 
recovered fiwn a knee injury. The 
Saints may keeper Taytot, a 
£500,000 spring from Barnet, Ws 
debut Neiteon returns in defence but 
Dodd and Dryden are still out 


Last season; 0-0 
Last five League matches: Forest 
LWLDW, Chelsea LWWDW 
Gough 'ineligible for last weekend's 
191 Cup win over Ipswich) ls expect- 
ed to return for Forest at the expense 

Of Phillips or Allen. Chelsea player- 
manager Gullit is out with an ankle 
Injmy after standing on a goalpost dur- 
ing training. 


Last season: 2-5 
Last five League matches; Wednes- 
day WDDDD, Everton WDLLL 
Caibone faces a tiro-month lay-off af- 
ter a groin operation but Collins and 
Hiret are back m the Wednesday 
squad, water Is doubtful Ewrtnn de- 
fenders Unsworth and Phelan return 
and Grant should be fit, but Parkin- 
son and Ebbrefi are more doubtful. 


Last season: Did not pJay I 

Last five League matches: Sun- 
derland WLWLD, Arsenal DLDDW I 
Sunderland give a Premiership debut 1 
to 1 9-yea r-ow midfielder Williams. 8 
£50,000 Signing from Ybrfc. New I 
Swedish defender Eriksson will be on 
the bench. Seaman, after 10 games | 
out, and Rati return for Arsenal. I 


Wimbledon v 
Derby 


tomorrow... 


Tottenham 
Man Utd 


Last season: Did not play 

Last five League matches; Wimbledon WWYVLW, 

Derby QUID 

Wimbledon win be unchanged with Holdsworth still on 
'leave'. McGrath retuns to the Derby defence in place 
of Stimac. Darryl Powen is also iiteiy to start 


Last season: 4-1 

Last five League matches: Tottenham WDDWL, Manchester Utd DWWWD I 
Nfeisen ifiu) has joined Tottenham's stek list but tversen has recovered from 
the bug. Swiss sweeper Ramon Vega is set for his debut. Fox is a doubt after j 
twisting an ankle. United have recalled Cooke from Birmingham because of a 
leek of full-backs, Irwin end Phil Neville are ruled out but May is available. 


terday of how much football 
means to him as he prepared to 
play for his country in a World 
Cup qualifier -just two days be- 
fore the start of his trial on 
match-fixing charges. 

The Plymouth Argyle goal- 
keeper's next appearance in 
England will be at Winchester 
Crown Court on Tuesday, when 
he will answer charges that he 
accepted bribes to fix matches. 
He will he in goal for Zimbab- 
we against Togo in Harare to- 
morrow. but the court case, 
inevitably, is on his mind. 

“There are things that have 
happened that people will re- 
alise at the end of the day what 
the real story is. and it will all 
come out in court. I am very 
confident," the 39-year-old for- 
mer Liverpool and Southamp- 
ton player said- 


“Football for me is like a re- 
lease, an escape. 1 can come out 
and play the sport that I love 
playing, and if you’re getting 
paid far playing sport you most 
play it with a smue on your free." 

Grobbelaar said the case had 
put his family under “a hell of 
a lot of pressure" and con- 
tributed to his father’s death. 
“No one can tell me his death 
wasn’t caused by this. Its very 
hand, but Ufe goes on. fm strong 
enough - 1 can shut it out,” 

Also in action tomorrow is the 
Leeds United striker Tony 
Yeboah, who plays for Ghana 
against Morocco in Accra des- 
pite only just having to returned 
to action after a knee injury. 

It’s a fife or death matter.tp- 
Yeboah savd. "It must be won 
at all cost. If it means I have to 
play with one leg, I will do so 
to ensure victory." 


Bris 


■'"•'vi > 

:^.vrv 


ttle 


orefi 


& 




O'Donnell 


J llnan in 

J at start 

^son 




- r i. k 1 j _ 

'-r-.. r V 






r 


- ... c - 


„T, -K, 

r <sS V- - 

vNu-i, l,; ^ t .,:; 

n.- . ‘-ci 
I 

•VHr- ' r- 

•.V 1 * .. 




-*C**$' 


• rjz 

v- ~ 


jM is* 





1 



LA* \&f> 









THE INDEPENDENT • SATURDAY 11 JANUARY 1997 


25 




i ! i ; "■‘-'i'. " Te r..„ ,, 

kc*.? :; “• '■ . i< > 

-■•nvd ;■•"•■ Ir, 'uSi, ^ 

- \ . •*' *•• m v - [ "a 

■■■Oi " :r . :!r ~ r 'ar,'i I 

pTl.y*^ 

. . i-.L 

L -a^' n : ,h ' 'S 


h. • i .. ' V " 
'• ;r ~ ft 

•.•.•» i . . 


v, ; v - 

n.-. - 


•• ii- „ 1 -'if 

.-.V^'^’-Jn. 
r . jnJ »^ 

,, anj 4 

: :i:TK I-,.* 
;.-s.. A j \ J,r « « 

/ A'jsu 

1 Jl, niknr, 



; ari stopped 
13 sating chips 
Fricay and 
' "i dessert. 

;e -d-yr like me 
" eg Coke' 


An 
L/i i 

r iCS 






• w "» 


"A. 

r.. 


- . \ 




high for 

30 match 


.. -. .<*h 
l/* 

■T 


iJMV- 

r l> 1 

- i-' 1 1 

r: £;J- ■ 
V. ■-* ; 


> 


sport 


Orient’s groundsman has no such luxuries: if he needs to water 
the Brisbane Road pitch he asks the local fire brigade to pop in 


Kevm Keegan may have been feel- 
mgthe pressure in recent weeks, but 
perhaps we should spare a thought 
tor the groundsmen who’ve been 
feeling under the weather ever since 
Bn tain’s sporting calendar first fell 
hostage to the elements. 

It’s not just football which has suf- 
fered: the British Horaeraang Board 
estimates that racecourses have lost 
around £3m of income. But it’s iron- 
ic that football, which is so power- 
ful as to dictate our heroes, our 
memories and our emotions, is still 
bought to its knees by the most ba- 
sic element of all. Lady Luck may 
have a big pan to play in football 
but Mother Nature likes her say too. 

Although several more weekends 
(not to mention the rest of the week) 

would be wiped out to make this the 

worst winter on record - that dis- 
tinction belongs to 1963-64 when the 


FA Qrp third round wasi’t completed 
until the end of March, delaying the 
final fcy a fortnight - this has been one 
hell of a winter of discontent Not only 
has it given the lower division clubs 
a financial headache but it’s caused 
further conflict between managers 
and referees. Wexham’s Cup tie with 
West Ham may have given Hugo Pbr- 
firio his first experience of football on 
snow, but referee Mike Reed would 
have got an even frostier reception 
from Harry Redknapp had POrfirio 
injured himself in the process. 

There was a certain Irish logic in 
the words of the commentator who 
described the Racehorse Ground as 
being “insulated with a layer of 
snow" lb paraphrase Brian Clough, 
if God had meant football to be 
played in the snow, he’d have be- 
stowed more Arctic conditions on 
Britain than these. 


But to criticise the pitch is not to 
underrate the efforts of the Wrexham 
groundstaff who worked wonders in 

preparing it as best they could. As did 

the Old'frafford groundsman the fol- 
lowing day - at least according to 
Martin Tyler on Sky Sports. It made 
Charlie Haslem chuckle. “No sour 
grapes,” says Haslem, who has been 
Leyton Orient’s groundsman for 21 
years, “but he just had to set his di- 
als, check his thermometer, then put 
his feel up. And at Chelsea they've 
got 23 miles of undersoil hearing—" 
Haslem has no such luxuries: no 
underground heating, no tractors, no 
sprinkling. If he needs to water the 
Brisbane Road pitch be asks the lo- 
cal fire brigade to pop in. Which just 
makes the fact that the O’swent 10 
years, from 1983-1993, without a sin- 
gle postponement, and have had just 
one November game called off this 


Olivia Blair 
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season - even more remarkable. 

Haslem says his secret is "fairy 
dust_. I have a drop of Scotch then 
breathe on iL Seriously, I work my 
damnedest to get it ready. After every 
game we're straight out there to re- 
place all the divots but we don't have 


a roller I’m the heaviest person who 
walks on it We’re lucky there’s so 
much grass, il-s formed a barrier 
against the frost But our success 
counts against us ’cos they think we 
don’t need better equipment” 
Apparently the cold weather 
makes the grass “bleed”, rendering 
it an anaemic off-white colour. But 
Haslem maintains that people get 
hung up on the sate of the grass. “You 
can have beautiful grass but a bumpy 
pitch, the priority is to get it Bat. But 
it’s horses for courses: at West Ham 
they have short grass 'cos they like to 
play it on the ground. I remember 
when Ibmmy Thylor was a player 
here, he liked the grass long, so I’d 
say. ‘Here, Ibmmy, I’ve left die grass 
nice and long for you,* and he'd say 
T errific’. Our striker Billy Jennings 

liked it short so Fd tefl him ii was short 
for him and he'd say: *1611160*." 


Groundsmen are a strange breed: 
working all horns in all kinds of 
weather. Haslem hasn’t has a break 

in five years, while Les Simmons, who 

goes out to grass this season after 3o 
years as %tfbnfs head groundsman, 
has taken just five holidays in that 
time. If Simmons has his way, tberc'd 
be no football played on his pitch at 
all. He says it “breaks now heart when 
I see them kicking lumps out of iev 
pitch.” 

By that Simmons means goal- 
keepers who mark their areas, of 
whom “that bloody Shilton” was the 
worst According to Haslem. Shifts 
is still up to his did tricks at Orient 
“but I let him off 'cos he's gettinc 
old.” But don't expea Haslem and 
his fellow groundsmen to show such 
leniency to the rest of the goal- 
keeping fraternity. The subject of 
keepers digging their heels in was top 


of the agenda at a recent seminar or- 
ganised by the Premier and Football 
League's Playing Surfaces Com- 
mittee where it was decided that the 
only solution to the problem was to 
fine a manager £500 for his keeper’s 
action. Apparently, marking the 
pitch is a bookable offence, but when 
referee Mike Reed claimed that “it 
usually happens when we’re not 
looking”, he ineuned the wrath of 
over IUo irate groundsmen. 

They' didn’t exactly come at him 
waving pitchforks, but these gmunds- 
men certainly don't let the grass grow 
under their feet when provoked. Tbm 
ftirter, who tends the turf at Roker 
pjrk. was recently so incensed by a 
keeper digging trenches in his pitch 
that he rushed on brandishing a 
spade. “1 told him he would make a 
barer job of digging up the pitch - 
and he stopped straight away." 


Little warns of a 
Geordie backlash 


x 


Graham Fenton and AJan 
Shearer, Frank Clark and Steve 
Stone. There were times during 
Newcastle’s bitter spring when 
it seemed that Geordies were 
queuing up, albeit with heavy 
hearts, to bar ibeir way to the 
championship. 

Now, as Newcastle face life 
after Kevin Keegan, first in 
line to rub salt in their wounds 
is a self-confessed boyhood fan. 
Brian Little. The Aston Villa 
manager was quick to warn 
against a backlash by the New- 
castle players after this week's 
events, but his team may never 
have a better opportunity to 
break a sorry sequence. 

In seven meetings during the 
Keegan era, V3ia managed a 
solitary draw. Adding intrigue to 
a spicy plot, Newcastle’s acting 
co-manager, Arthur Cox, per- 
formed the same role at Villa as 
long ago as 1968, while Ibmmy 
Johnson, Newcastle-born and 
bred, is in line for a recall 

There were some, this corres- 
pondent included, who argued 
that Keegan would have done 
better to spend the St James’ mil- 
lions on Gareth Southgate and 
Ugo Ehiogu than on Shearer. 
Southgate is set to return, in 
opposition to his England cap- 
tain, for what Little termed “a 
massive game, one to sort the 
winners from the losers". 

Keegan's departure prompted 
Roy Evans to suggest that for 
every 12 months in the job, a 
manager aged three years. 
While Liverpool still lead the 
table, their current form is as 
grey as the Evans bamet Five 


Premiership games 
bring together old 
friends and foes. 
Phil Shaw reports 

points out of 12 over Christmas 
was followed by Wednesday’s 
exit from the Coca-Cola Cup at 
Middlesbrough. 

Victory at home to West Ham. 
who have won one in 12, ought 
to be within the compass of any 
side challenging for the title. Blit 
with Liverpool’s resources 
stretched and Harry Redknapp’s 
selection options enhanced since 
a resilient draw at Wrexham, an- 
other attritions] afternoon is in 
prospect at Airfield. 

If familiarity breeds con- 
tempt there should be no love 
lost at either Roker Park or 
White Hart Lane. Sunderland 
and Arsenal, who drew in the 
FA Cup at Highbury and replay 
022 Wednesday, also meet today 
when it is again the Wearsiders’ 
good fortune to avoid the sus- 
pended Ian Wright. 

The wry amusement Wear- 
side is bound to feel over the 
plight of the sieving Magpies 
ought to contribute to an upbeat 
atmosphere on the Premier- 
ship’s last remaining terraces. 
Arsenal are past masters at de- 
flating such moods, however, 
and David Seaman's return 
could well have a significant im- 
pact on the title race. 

Tottenham and Manchester 
United also resume hostilities 
tomorrow, a week after United's 
FA Cup victory. By further 


coincidence they also contested 
NITs first fixture of 1996, Spurs' 
4-1 success being their only 
win in the 14 meeting. On that 
occasion Peter Schmeichel 
played half the game carrying 
an injury and William Prunier 
made a second and last ap- 
pearance for United. 

This time it is Spurs who field 
an unfa miliar foreign centre- 
back. Switzerland’s Ramon 
Vega. Welcome though the 
arrival of any international must 
be, Geny Francis' critics may 
take some persuading that the 
heart of the defence was a 
priority, particularly alter the 
arrival of John Scales. Nor, 
one suspects, would they have 
been enamoured of the man- 
ager’s view that Vega was “in the 
Tbny Adams mould". 

Alex Ferguson is repeatedly 
told be lacks' someone in the 
Steve Bruce mould, yet United 
have kept five successive clean 
sheets. Recent evidence, no- 
tably the continuing lack of 
what Peter Swales used to call 
repartee between Andy Cole 
and Eric Cantona, suggests that 
lack of striking power is more 
likely to cost them their title than 
defensive failings. 

Talking of pressure in man- 
agement, spare a thought for Stu- 
art Farce, caretaker incumbent 
at Nottingham Forest. The pro- 
tracted takeover struggle at the 
City Ground prevents his spend- 
ing 60p. let alone £60m, a situa- 
tion which could lead to angry 
supporters’ protests at the game 
with Chelsea. And unlike Kee- 
gan, Pearce also has to play. 


O’Donnell praised by Burns 
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Celtic face Hearts at Tynecas- 
tie today seeking a third victo- 
ry in eight days, which would cut 
the gap on Rangers to eight 
points before Whiter Smith's 
side face Aberdeen tomorrow. 

Celtic have hit 11 goals with- 
out reply since losing to 
Rangers on 2 January and their 
manager, Tommy Bums, has 
hailed the contribution of mid- 
fielder Phil O’Donnell, who 
has returned after four months 
out with a calf injury. 


Lehman in 
form at start 
of season 

Golf 

Nick Faldo shot an opening 
round of 72 yesterday to lie six 
shots off the pace set ty the 


“He has been sensational 
since he came back into the 
team five games ago," Bums 
said of O’Donnell, who was 
capped once by Scotland in 
1993. “We always hoped he 
would show this sort of form 
once he got a regular run in the 
side. He hasn't looked the 
slightest bit tired and he has a 
tremendous lung capacity for 
getting up and down the pitch.” 

Burns is without Alan Stubbs, 
Brian O’Neil, Andreas Thorn 


and Peter Grant as Celtic look 
for a first victory of the season 
over Hearts after three meet- 
ings. “The players deserve cred- 
it for the way they have lifted 
the fans since Ibrox - but that 
is our duty," Burns added. 

The veteran Hearts striker 
John Robertson, who has a 
habit of scoring against Celtic, 
goes into the match two short 
of Jimmy Wardhaugh's Scottish 
League record of 5)6 goals for 
the Edinburgh club. 
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in Carlsbad, California. 

Lehman's six-under-par 66 
left him a stroke ahead of fel- 
low Americans Paul Goydos 
and Jim Ftuyk, while at three- 
under were Fred Couples, Guy 
Boros and Justin Leonard. 
Tiger Woods led a group of 
eight players on 70. 

The Mercedes is the opening 
event m the (JSPGA Tourssea- 
son, with the 32 winners of 1996 
tournaments making up the 

field. . » 1 

Lehman is playing as though 

there was no two-month gap 
since the last official event, toe 
Tour Championship, which he 
wn by six stroto./! started 

slow and didn’t feel really fo- 
cused,” he said, “but I made a 
bogev on the fifth hole and that 
sot me back into the competi- 
tive mode and 1 made seven 

birdies in 13 holes. 

"The key to the round was 
that I didn’t expect too muchof 
myself. I didn’t praOice that 
much during the off season. 
There was no pressure to play 
well, no huge expectations but 
once you start making a few 
putts the hole starts looking big- 
ger and it all gets a bit easier. 


Basketball 

NBA: Tonrto UD Utah 9& UmwD 110 Nw 
Jersey 107; Attains 97 Oflanda 92 W. Gotten 
Sale 102 Vancouver 86. 

1HURSOATS UOE M3UU& Httt EMafa 
■ooood prafladamy raao± Group E Otuem 
(Befl 68 Sfcrfarwf Mtfcn 71; OftrnWatoe B2 
CSKA Moscow 51: Alba Bsrin 70 MaccUN Tel A* 

65- Group R into Spot aurt 73 Cibona Zaeeo 
(Croa) 77; Partonnstfii 72 Teamsiaem Botova 
88; Umoen 91 EstuMMW Mfldno SB. Group G: 

Dinamo Mo row 88 FfcnwNnaHus fGrt KL 
flbup H; Bsrcettm 73 Nndv BotaSui 72; So» 

76 Pertaan EWpsoe 75. 

Cricket 

Brian Lara hit a stylish century to lead 
Wtest Jndres to victory over Pakistan by 
five wickets in Perth yesterday. 

WORLD SEMES IRUNSUUft UMnTO OVERS 
COKPEXmON (Forth): Patanan 257fcr 7 (50 
own; gaz Ahmed 94. MoftammaB WWm53j. 
wm into 258 ar5(48A.ovBw:BClBWl (aft 
j R Moray. 62). Wwt fcufiM wot W ««***- 
cts. Stondhec i Mfcat JntfBB (P 6. PB 8): 2 
Pattaan (6-W-3 Ausnatt (W). 75 5 

SHEFHBD swan (Swpcid Idnr £*»■) gfl*- 
ooy: New Sou* M** 126and UBttrf to* 
son 79no). IMW Auaaltt 2 44 (8 H og; 

59, B 5-75). Uotxwroe: Vrcats 174 

tor B (Q Wmpani KZ>. Tasmania 359tor 7dec (0 
Mnfi 97. D Bow 75. M Adrtnw* Stoa S Young 
SO). (flrot day): SouSi AunrBta 323 

DuSwnieSft J SBdcns 6L M Fad 
50J v Quewtal. 

OtE-OAVTOUR •WICHflttJtojIW.SA.'II***' 
itav); Qiquatona Wtest 205 tor 7 (50 wore: PH 
tty 72): md* 206fv3 (34j4 

0*IS(SGar®i^ilM;SRTonWlw51). Indto 

WMibyMMntfdwtt- 

aCSSCESSSSS: 

nvoMQno)* Border. 

Football 

Malcolm Allen, the 29-year-old former 
Wales wid Newcastle strfterwho retired 
from the professional PJ™ tetsunr^ 
mer because Of injury, te to dgnrarthe 
League of Mates dub Abeiystwyth 
Tbwn. 

snsstfttgsaBs 

tondflrt Ahetdew » tonde«Kwdn Christ* 

(mtffetten Aberteen to Eaa Hte 

■ nine, care MHW (mtdfijttsrJ HJeomW 
(radtattre) Uitooare 

mtcmwuk poothml Ftaro 

Swansea (from 5 Jan). 

fli L Spanish Cw Bd* - ramd *** Refi( 

p&adnd 2 VtaSadoM l- 


Gotf 

The former British Open champion, Ian 
Baker-Finch, foiled to mate the half-way 
cut In his comeback tournament yes- 
terday after a second round of two-over- 
par 74 in the Victorian Open. 

VICTORIA OPW (MeUrooraa) UM aacaad. 
round «ww (Aus ata strtsdfc IMS Laeney 
64 72. 338 E Vfthms 69 89. 139 P Barnttw 71 
68: R Perrptne 71 6ft T Pnee 68 71. 140 D 
Chorea tS*e> 71 69; R 74 66: S Ten 67 
73; S CoOns 69 71. Selected: lAlSClf* IGB) 
72 69: G Evans (COT 71 7a 143 P Fume tSwei 
72 71; J Mtsson (Swe) 74 69: P Dovwpon (N2) 
66 77. 140 B Jackson (GB) 72 74. W ltt dro ir . 
M Carver (GB) 76. 

MERCSJES CHAMPIORSHF (Cartrtwd, Cal- 
fortta) Leatt« nroi-rouMl aesroe (US tadMs 
stated): 66T Letunrei. 67 PGoydoa, J RuyA. 60 
G BoiOK J Uonaro; F Coudes. 70 T WoodK J 
Cook S Janes T Wstsn C Pads P Stantows- 
u; $ McCemvr D lota. 71 M Bmfm E Fern D 
Mi C Rosk L Rooens C Stadte; P Mlcteteon: 
M Otisara. 72 E Efc ($A); 3 Soicto; n Faldo 
(&& M Brodo. 73 THsiron. 74 w Wood. 

75 S Hocn. 78 O AMtabnng. 

Ice hockey 

NHL Boston 5 Montreal 4; Colorado 2 otan 
0;T8mTOBay3Rtilatieiptfel:WBiitogH)n2NY 
Rbtb« ttDeoos 5 Rwenfc 4 (oC: Cal^iy 3 Han- 
ford £ Los AngeJes 6 Buffalo 3: St toue 4 San 
Jo* 3. 

SVP6RLEAGUE: Nttcasde Coreas 1 Nocream 
Pwtttws 0; todfltttes 3 Shtffiett sreoeo 2. 

RaByfeog 

PMOS-OAKAR RAliy Seventh Stags (38Uax, 
IlniiHiii to lafaoua): Cars 1 J-P Fontenay (Ff) 
USUisrt3nr30Tm31xc 2KSt*miar Ltaon) 
Mimiwre +2^>ft3BSaby(Fd UitSuWM3^07; 
4 J Ktotosetvnidt (Gerl +2ft47: 8 H UB- 
au*a Uaorer) +2&11. Ovatan ptac- 

h*K iswncare*3a»38 : 2 Foranay tZlasc 
3 Safiy 604; 4 Masuoka + 1:4*25. Mcwrey- 
efoc i C SotBio (So) Capra 3nr 58mm J5sae; 
2 0 Cassia {FI Yamaha t&03: 3 7 Maetfdt 
(ft) KIM +307; 4 0 Gefenu fSe> Cagfca 
+4Dl;6SPBWtHrael{Fi)YtoreW44S7 ; reror- 
■8 ttacb«K 1 Peteif^MM 32iir 23mn OSsae 
2 ftereone +120*0; 3 Gabon +2^507: 4 
lawl +2:1*46. 

Rugby Union 

The New Zealand provincial team Ota- 
go yesterday had to give up the first 
ggme of their nine-match tour of Britain 
because of the weathec They were due 
topfyBedforiunderfloocSgt&rt&tt- 
dgon Road nos Ijesda* but the ffouid 
is so body affected the #me has been 
canceBed. Otago are on a warm-up tour 
for the Supenl2 which starts in March. 

OTAGO TOUR rTVflSiARYS 18 Jan vCarrttndBUrt- 
vtetirty. Oarga Road, 26 » London Ireh, 28 vS«<- 
dsh DaebproreXV. 31v b&fit K * v Bah. 
9vP«^p^llvH3 n tiararor.l3vRmTmi 
seanjwo tMSSrai t* Watt* Uada^fol'a, 
Gottaiwav, fttt^ CTkMtbiril (Hawii); D BdI 
(EdnhiAAeadeRaealsl.DAttaaKSas^iviAca- 
damtser. J«hb Matsorrois). A Mdnan (Hor- 
oufjaras); G ifoa* (Henofs FP1. B O a va ridg n 



Indoor tournaments 
attract top players 


Hockey 


BILLCOLWILL 

Sensibly, indoor hockey domi- 
nates the scene this weekend, 
with the preliminary rounds of 
the English Club Championship 
taking place at East Grinstead 
and in Worcester to find the last 
six for the National Finals at 
Crystal Palace on 7 February. 

The defending champions 
Old Loughtonians. St Albans 
and the home side are likely to 
go through from East Grinstead 
although Reading, with Bri- 
tain's goalkeeper Simon Mason 
on parade, could cause a sur- 
prise. At Worcester, the current 
outdoor leaders Cannock, with 
the high-scoring Bobby Crutch- 
ley in their squad, look the only 
certainties to make progress. 


The enterprising Glasgow 
City Council's World Cities In- 
door Championship today and 
tomorrow at Kelvin Hall is like- 
ly to be a sell-out with BBC 
Scotland cameras covering the 
final With four national squads, 
including Scotland representing 
Glasgow, playing as part of the 
bullet up for the European Cup 
in Lievin next weekend, the 
competition is going to be 
fierce. 

The Scottish champions 
Menzieshffl, from Dundee, pro- 
vide five of the Glasgow squad, 
including their ca ptain, John 
Christie. Madrid, the Spanish 
representatives, include nine 
of their Olympic silver medal 
side and are the favourites for 
the final, probably against Glas- 
gow, although Johannesburg 
could create a surprise. 


Leopards and 
Sharks face 
fixture pile-up 

Basketball 


SPORTING DIGEST 


IBarouBvnuBi: S (Jthcow (Dwttee HSFW. A IM- 
900 f String Coumy). J Ka*y (Union Scotustn. 
A Locking iCuma). I FUJartoti {OunOM HSFP). 


ACadZow iBoro^vruo. s WMH iBorou0m*». 
hdair Abisanm ' “ 


caoO, l Stodair (Wananmii. RariBceawatK S 
TonRoson (SeWrtii. T UgJrthoOer ISMlngCfcun- 
M, P SkrerooQ (EdnOuwi AcoOBiwafc). J Ortons 
lEOniutfi AcBdenaobl. J Pefirto (COttmoteisl. 
P FBxgrett IWauonenel, C Do ch oty (GhK). 

Table tennis 

Usa Lomas, the En^and No 1, yestef- 
daywent out of the first-round Wid sta^ 
of the women’s singles in the English 
Open at Kettering Arena, losing to her 
Japanese opponent, Michiyo Sasamod, 
21-19, 17-21, 25-23, 21-19. Darren 
Blake, of Surrey, England’s only quali- 
fier from Thursday, was beater 21- IS. 
21-15, 15-21, 21-14, n the fust round 

of the men’s singles by the Canadian 
Francis Trndel. 

ENGLISH OPEN (Nattering) ftretreratt, UrW 
«a«E ttref* *0es N Tam (Japan) M M Mas 
(□on) 2112 21-11 21-12: G ErtaMssi (Nor) to 
« jMOfc l*JU 25 2021-13 21-lft F Tiutt (Cam 
M DBMS (EH© 21-lfl 21-15 15-21 21- 14: F 
ilniareiron (Swo) to C Cabesony n=ij 21-14 21- . 
9 19-21 21-1 7: N CTsada* Frt « T Keinath /tor) 
16-21 21-12 21-16 19-21 28-26; K Lenpaw 
[M3 to A Cooto (Etifl 21-13 22-20 21-12: S 
tofu (Fr) bt E UAswMa liapanl 19-21 21- 
13 21-14 20-22 21-19: T Totova (Japan) to 
D WWtoSOJrir (Ua) 21-17 10-21 21-12 2112: 
M Monad (ton) to J katin (Naltii 17-21 21-13 
2115 21-11: T BoC (GeO to V Sflnctttt (Spi 21- 
12 21-10 27-25. toaeA Bto0«K M Sosamcn 
(Japan) » L urns lEng) 21-19 17-21 25-23 

21-19; SBattmOtts) to RSetQto (Japan) 21- 

15 18-21 21-11 19-21 2113: J Saropo (Gar) 
to R SoMon (Cc Rap) 21-12 21- 13 21-5; Char 
PpWbfHK) KC Fsdwr (Gen 21- 11 19-21 21- 
6 21-17; C (ker (Bed to L Pnisen iDerrt 21-15 
21-12 21-12: T Ora (Japan) m C Bursm (Fri 
21-15 21-15 21-ft A Sw«on (Swe) H Y ZhenC 
(ft) 26-24 21-14 21-14; M Hoorran (NetfO bt 
Pan Li Chon (TaO 21-11 21-12 19-21 21-K P 
Pension Gmd to E SchaU iGrel 21-19 1921 
21-14 21-lSfT Fairing (Tat) to M Mu» (Tdami 
21-11 21-9 21-9; A Hn (Eng) to 1 ftes (Gan 
21-17 21-12 21-16: N Sousa (Gen n K Nero- 
ran (ftn) 21-15 21-23 21-10: f* Xte (jan (UaO 
to E tostal (Ffl 21-9 21-8 21-7. 

Tennis 

Wind aid rain ton ftdone Drena forced 
the postponement of yesterday's New 
Zealand Open quarter-finals in Auckland. 
The organisers now hope to play both 
the quarter-finals and semi-finals today 
wftfi the final tomorrow. 

S7wEYwrnniATX)HAL , rouetAMU | rT Han't 

•tntfn aaroMtorito t Hrewwi (G8J u G hanr- 
3MC (Croa) 4^5 7-6 6-1; CUowa (Sp) dlaObs- 
ta iSp) 3-6 6-3 7-6. Han'a doobles, 
qoartanltaato: L looo lArgJ and J Sanchez (So) 
to J Eage and A Ftorarti (Ausi 7-66-3. SaraMi- 
nabc p rtedusard J Sbiwi* (Neft) toL Plrt 'e*< 
(Bah and 8 TatooUSA) 7-5 6-7 7-5, LoCoanO 
Sanchez to N GoPWt a« G Sbim (SA) 6-2 96 
7-5. Worarett sMk. camMtaralK J CnroaD 
BJS) to l Dawnpon no 2-6 6-4 6-2: to Hops 
iS«i kmj Fernandez (US) &3 6-2. Wprao n ’a 


: G Famandei IUS) «na A 

Sancnc Vicano (Sp) to S Appeknanc (Bap and 
M Oremans (Nadu 7-6 1-6 &3; L Dewenpon OJS) 
jrdNaremo iBetons) toAFtaaerand KPOfUS) 
60 7^. 

COIjONUL CUSSK EXHBITI0M TOURNAIEKT 
dMboume) stores, SaraMttalK P Sampras 
«us) to y hafc**w (As) wh Sdtett area* riw- 
aflt A Mcowdai dJM to M seen (Gw) 7-S 6-3. 
TASMAMAN WOMBTS afTCRHATIONAJL (Ht> 


tomsh 


(US)^ ^to E fieraOefl 6-3 60: D Van most ( 
to M Endo Uaoen) 6-3 6-4. 

AUSTOALMN OPEN DRAW|Mttbounw.atart- 
feto MonOw) «ngn. ftri round toaedsln eap- 
Itata): Mere P SflMPHAS (U8) v quriher, A Voines 
(Rom) v H Dratoonsn iGen. M woooto>w (Aini 
w M Tebtom (AusJ, H Gunv lArg) v 0 Staroyiehev 
iBuf). S Swne (Aus) v 0 Hrtwy fSiowk). N Kutt 
tStni vKAbm (Mon. T cmxkvhi isb) vD vacefc 

iCz Mp). B Larwam (Aus) vABEALSATBXfl iSpi. 

A COSTA (Sp) 1 p Rato (Aus), J KiwSrt (StaaW 
vAGeudenzi (ft), A RarMaeeu (Gar) w S Drapar 
lAusi, F Dewutf (BeO varaner. Ptanwcm lAus) 
vJvan Hertk rSeO. oualfry vRFurter (to. PCssn 
lAusi v J Fnna (Ato). G Cosa (Spl v W FERREIRA 
ISA), G iVANtSEVlC (tore) v B Ekood I Aus). P 
H«nxi« iNeih}vKKucera (Steak). qtab&ervJ 
Notch 1(2 Rep). C Woodruff (USI v U Nor man 
(Sra). M TiSaSom (Sral v G Kuenen (Bd. A Oi» 
noWu V N Godwin (SA). L Paes Ond) VJ Craob 
(Aul Cltoud (Non vJSEAKRNh (Neff), JCOURk 
ER (US) v S Scnatan (Nattu. G ForgK (Fd v S 
Doseoel (to n»l. U Rosser (SwiQ v J Saffs 
(Sp#. J Tareng) (US) vquatter, >P Ftarai (FT) 
« H AiSHMon. quarter v S Lareau (Can). I Bo* 
io iSpt * G StaRoni ISA), quettier v T MUSTER 
(Auo. B BECKER (Ger) vC Moje (Sp). P MeErt- 
roe iuS) v a OtoAttoy (ft*). T Johansson (Sad 
v M Damm ICS Rep). B Kartachre (Gad w M A 
Goto (Sp). M Goatner (Ger) v K Cartsen (Dan). 
B UVvach (to Rep). » J Brorkman (See). ontA- 
er» A O’Brten (US). C Do»ta (AusO v M OUSWFB- 
(Seel. FWmilA (Sol vG Rusa&tt /GB), 
D PnrasJ (Gerl v F UekgaDi IBd, A Boetsch (Fr) 
trcpakSer. L Rout fRJ v J S&rtt (US), quarier v 


KM 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


Sheffield Sharks and the Leop- 
ards, who meet in next week- 
end’s National Cup Final, have 
to fit in three more games each 
before then as the demands of 
the Budweiser League and 
League Trophy gather pace, 
writes Richard Taylor. 

Leopards must bounce back 
from a 17-point defeat against 
London Towers tonight when 
they face Thames \felley Tigers, 
who want the former Deity and 
Hemei American, Jason Siemon. 

Sheffield are away at Leices- 
ter City Riders, whose coach. 
Bob Donewald. has stripped 
their veteran guard Gene Wal- 
dron of the captaincy after the 
dub ended a run of seven defeats 
with victory at Ciystal Palace. 


7 Wootoffd^ (few. S Slffron (Frt vG Banco (Sp). 
S Sergsian lArml v M Orakusio {SA). guakfire v 
M W as reng nn (USt. T ENQnAST iSwe) v N Pereira 
tVen). B Swwn (NZ) « R Fromorej |Auu. quah- 
f«r« S Braerora fS«. M Larson {Swei w>A Vte- 
C3 (Spi- toi&fcter v G Senator {Auu, quaUier v A 
Ccrroiij tSp), M Joyce OIS) vR Cartsoro (Sp). P 
Koroa (to Rep) v M RJOS (CMe). U SUCH iGert 
<; f> Freonkoon (Sse). T Oorngro n IFrt w A 
Mwveoev tUKM. oraMfier w guabAar. D V#n 
Scdenpr^n (Neff) v B BtaeMimi. 6 ftaoia (Ft) 
v D Nestor iCani. U ftrepooufu; (Aus) v T Hen- 
mart (GB). R RenetNtg (US) v M Zstswo Vie. 
qunHiM v M CHANG (US). 

Wtowt S GRAF (Get) it J Husarsva ISteaH. E 
DorrenttoMC (Ausi v L Ne4and iLat). I Got- 
roastieeo tA«g) v B Sexan (Auu E Ca*ens (Beil 
tf G Femanoez (USI. I Lee IUS) v B M4«g (SW- 
vakj, F 7i4ag) ICO!) v rpjatota. J Kandarr (Ger) 
» K Na®tsi*a usum. A Kourntora {Ruff v a 
t (SAl. S SCHW77-MCOWTHV (Neff) * 


Criticised Radford 
backed by athletes 


Athletics 


Peter Radford was given a vote 
of confidence yesterday by the 
British Athletes' Association, 
who went against the tide of crit- 
icism of the governing body's ex- 
ecutive chairman. 

The head of the British Ath- 
letic Federation had come un- 
der increased pressure from 
some quarters since he sacked 
his public relations officer, Tony 
Ward. There have been hints 
that a motion of no confidence 
will be put down at the federa- 
tion's annual meeting in March. 

The newly formed athletes' 
body has supported Radford in 
his attempts to reshape the sport 
nationally. "Tt is so easy to throw 
stones," said Geoff Parsons, a 
full-time director of the associ- 


Sttoff-nee Part. (5 Kre). R WaM Ubpot) v L tenreiv 
ve tCz (top). G Leon Garda (Sp) v K Po IUS). C 
Cnswa iRren) v A Susjema (Japan). J Xajtor (Aua) 
v M A SancteK Lorenzo (Sp). T Tanaettopni (Thai) 
v E Matema (Rut). K Studentotoa (Steaki v F 
Pwfea ihj. N Deefv (Frt » L Downpor (USi. C 
MWINZ CSp) vM Omrrare (Ntoto. S Dcotw lAto) 
v A Gem (to Repi. A CBrtswn [9wi v P Lanou- 
n (to fteo). P Hy-Boafct^ tCan> w A Decnaume- 
Baaerat iFi). N Arenn (US) v h Soogen iNaffi. 
R Granaa (IU * A Mrencfco (Sp), A Grawman (USi 
* A Mutef lUSI. H Sutoa (toech) v S AFPEU4ANS 
(Beil, E UKHOVISEVA (Rust » M P>ette (Frt. U 
toon [CMnai v N MeOvedeua KM. QuaMur v M 
MferdeFWttmeytj iUSI. A Ehrood VuU » L Me 
Ne4 (USt, NZtersro (Beta) »N Feber tSel). S Cade 
(US) v W ProosUGert. F lifftare TO v R McQu*- 
tan tAusj. A Fraer l US) v A HUBER (Ger). I S«R- 
l£A (Rotni v N Kjpnaa (Japan). J Kru&i (SA> u 
D Randnemtfy tMadl. P Suwez (Aig) v K 
KaCrtMW (Aus). A CKa (IW v S FxtB ffi), J 


ation who with Black negotiat- 
ed a power-sharing deal with 
Radford and the federation. 
“These critics are fighting re- 
gional battles. We fully support 
what Peter and his professional 
staff are liying to do on behalf 
of British athletics as a whole." 

The BAF has lost £750,000 in 
the last two years and their fi- 
nance director. Steve Gledhill, 
is leaving for a job in industry. 

Mike Winch, a former in- 
ternational shot putter who sits 
on the federation's council, is 
among the critics. He said on Ra- 
dio 5 Live: “The sport is falling 
to pieces. You see the quality of 
major meeting dropping, coach- 
es and offidaLs leaving and a re- 
duction in the number of 
youngsters entering meetings." 

Radford said: “From where 
I sit I don’t see the bleakness." 


CapnaU (USI v J WaianeM IUS). Sd-ung Wang 
(Tail v L MM lUSI. C Moranu (US) v N Booths 
(Att.). STabe ICro) v K HABSUDOVA iSHvah). J 

VtoESfJER [Auu v R fta&nur iRom). V ftono-Pat 
cub) (Sp) v C Tonena-VaJort) (Spi. S Hach t&et) 
v oustAer. P Begeton (Gw) v quahtiw. G Hetge- 
son-Nie«en (USi v A Fuaai iFr). B Sdtoa tAuu v 
N Uiyagl (Japan). S ftate-Bochnun (AusivL Ray- 
mond (USi. B RiDW* iGeO v M H(MG(S (Smtl. i 
MAJOU (Cn») v P SeftnTOor (Bwrt). K Raffcn) tAusi 
v M Endo (Japan), auattoef wLCertota iCz Rap). 
Quarie v5 PithmrJn (ft). F Lahal LAiglvAKfe- 
met iUa). H Naorea ISknaK/ v E GaEWto iMon). 
Y Bawfci Ilnaoni « N Sawamaisu t Japan), quolh 
ftr v M J FBWAN0E2 1US1. C RUBW 1US1 v R 
Tnjbahova nSkMUn, S TesoxJ tFrt » E Wa^x> '&*>• 
R Slupat IAiS,i vTWtrtngBf - Jonah (USi. A-GS*W 
i F fl v T Jocmenca (Yi^». K Adorns (USI k 
fief. B Fdtco-tfiMB cAiffi * D Van Roob (Bed. D 
CniaflhoKi iC: Rep) wS De v«e iBe<). G PusacM- 
m pu » A SANCHEZ VJCARJO iSp) 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


900,000 


The number of tickets tor the 
' 1998 World Cup finals that 
have been sold since they 
| went on sale to the French 
{public six weeks a @ d. The 
French football federation 
have bought a further 
335,000 and sponsors 
170,000. 


j Snow reports 

Retort 

Conwoent 

Area 

last 

iwr 

Upp Forecast 



open 

snow 

cm 

cm 

ANDORRA 






Gran Rote .M... 

...Fresh snow evetywhere 

100% 

9.1 

130 

180 Part ctoud 

Sobtau 

...Powdeiy cooditwns 

100*. 

9.1 

25 

120 ClungesDte 

AUSTRIA 






St Anton.. 

_Hwd base, some gnpuy up 1009b 

4.1 

45 

ISO Cold, sunny 

St Johann 

_.V hart) base, {pppy ht^i uo 

100% 

24.12 

20 

30 Cloudy 

CANADA 






Big White 

_ Jtetter mauwWnoomed 

99% 

8.1 

200 220Ctoixfy/numes1 1 

Late ioutte .. 

...Ad types or powcten^oamM 100% 

8.1 

110 

165 Ooudy/snow 

FRANCE 






VaJDTrire .... 

...Hard- packed tower down 

20% 

5.1 

90 

250 Part cloudy 

ValOR 

...Naw s«w up top 

95% 

5.1 

40 

140 Sunny spells 

Vohmel 

—Best on top 

95% 

5.1 

65 

150 CtangKale 

ITAUT 






Cortina 

..Mucftsnpwo 

100% 

7.1 

70 

140 Oearflxigtn 

Courrnayeiir .. 

...Great at all levels 

100% 

9.1 

90 

370 Marty Clear 

RKgarta 

...Great at all Irnefe 

98% 

9.1 

50 

100 Marty dear 

SWITZERLAND 






Daws 

...Lower runs hard-pacted 

100% 

4.1 

55 

145 Vena ye 

aindtewid.... 

...Lower runs hau-pacted 

100% 

4.1 

25 

ISOManty cloudy 

UNITED STATES 





Mammoth 

...Pached ponder 

75% 

6.1 

240 340 Sunny || 

Steamboat.,, 

...PowdeopeOiM powder 

95% 

10.12 

110 

150 OoudAnow jl 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SK1FAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Cal! SKIFAX- the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


Ctftt»flflBlifa»EaiEBoh«BM4Mftre.gMtftitoBWHtwCafc«i(IB8f75aiilcracoaCMrai-GttSloOB979n(UEe3giaiEia)Hnn-HBfclnB 0M0 13338 


hx-(;r.;nc5 VV: cjs': •.v:!*out -he h=ad.icr= Antngs yC u r tcCj- s’-'j ?v. iiV '.vraust or; 

Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 














| Saint Julian 

Glenn Moore talks to West Ham's 


| reformed hard man, page 24 
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Back on the water 

Exclusive interview with Steve Redgrave 
in Monday's 20-page Sport section 


•• v 'V;. f 
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BBC apologises to Dalglish for Hill comments J ann ® r ’ s 




ALAN NIXON 


Kenny Dalglish was given a 
grovelling apology by the BBC 
last night after Jimmy Hill 
wrote hxm out of the running for 
the Newcastle United manag- 
er's job. 

The credentials of Dalglish, 
who guided both Liverpool and 
Blackburn Rovers to the cham- 
pionship, were questioned by 
Hill on BBC 2's Sport on Friday 
programme. 

Hill cost doubt over whether 
Dalglish should be in the Tun- 


ning for the post left vacant by 
the resignation of Kevin Kee- 
l^beatuse of his record of sud- 
denly leaving clubs. 

Danish is one of several con- 
tenders for the post and doubts 
about his ability to deal with 
pressure have been widely 
voiced. The former Scotland in- 
ternational left Aiifield and 
Ewood Park unexpectedly. 

However, a call was made to 
the BBC demanding that Hill's 
comments be retracted. Before 
the end of the programme, the 
presenter Helen Rollason said 
“sony” to Dalglish. In a pre- 
pared statement. she praised 


Dalglish's achievements in man- 
agement and said that he re- 
mains a contender. Hill had left 
the studio by that point. 

The BBC refused to reveal 
the identity of the caller. Their 
sports press officer, Jenny Hick- 
man, said; “The question of 
whether Kenny called in or not 
is for him to confirm.” 

She added: “We hope that 
the apology for an earlier re- 
mark has been accepted. It ob- 
viously was not meant to be 
taken badly. It was just a gen- 
eral discussion about the con- 
tenders for Keegan's job. 

“There were a couple of re- 


marks that did not sit too well 
and the presenter acknowl- 
edged that.” 

Peter Beardsley is the popu- 
lar choice among Newcastle 
supporters to replace Keegan, 
which does not surprise Terry 
McDermott, the joint caretak- 
er manager. 

“Peter is a model profes- 
sional and if you wanted your 
son to turn out like any foot- 
baller, then he would be the 
cue,” he said. “You look at the 
way he conducts himself both on 
and off the field and you could 
not have a better example." 

Beardsley had been touted as 


part of a management team with 
Bobby Robson as the figure- 
head. But the Barcelona coach 
said yesterday he had rejected 
a five-year contract, for now, af- 
ter being approached by dub of- 
ficials in Spain. 

“Newcastle are very flatter- 
ing," Robson said. “It is home, 
it is a phenomenal club also, 
with a great wealth of people 
who are passionate about foot- 
ball. But you can only be in one 
place at one time. 

‘T have here a two-year con- 
tract which started last August 
It was a proud and privileged 
moment for me when I came to 


Barcelona. My thoughts are 
that I will remain here. There’s 
great pressure, but I can han- 
dle that-" 

John Toshack. who coaches 
Deportivo de La Coruna, also 
plans to remain in Spain - for 
the moment at leasL 

“I have a contract here until 
June which I would expect un- 
der normal circumstances to ful- 
fill," he said. “But then, to be 
perfectly honest, I don't know 
where HI be working. 

“I announced earlier this 
week that I probably wouldn’t 
be renewing my contract when 
I finish ed this season and that’s 


caused .a little bit of upheaval 
here. People are maybe putting 
two and two together and com- 
ing up with five.” . 

Les Ferdinand revealed that 
the Newcastle playerewere sur- 
prised at Keegan's resignation 
just as the team had come into 
a rich vein of form. 

“It was a big shock at first, es- 
pecially as things had started to 
pick up.for us," the England 
striker said. “It was a decision, 
that he had madeover the last 
few months, a big decision and 
he had decided enough was 
enough." 

Geordie backlash, page 25 



shows up 

cocaine 




scales 


greater 


heights 


Tennis 


DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Sydney 


Tim Henman's magnificent run 
of form shows little sign of 
abating after the British No 1 
celebrated the best win of his ca- 
reer yesterday by reaching the 
final of the Sydney Interna- 
tional. 

In yesterday’s semi-finals he 
upset the world No 3. Goran 
Ivanisevic, twice runner-up at 
Wimbledon, 4-6, 7-6, 6-1 to 
qualify for a meeting today 
with the Spaniard Carlos Moya, 
who caused another surprise by 
saying a match point to bear his 
third-seeded compatriot Albert 
Costa 3-6, 6-3, 7-6. 

Although Henman’s joy may 
have been slightly tempered 
by Lhe news that he must face 
another big server, Australia’s 
Mark Philippoussis, in the first 
round of the Australian Open, 
ensured, there was no doubt 
that if the 22-year-old Briton 
can continue to produce this 
form be could progress in Mel- 
bourne. 

Ivanisevic was the highest- 
ranked opponent Henman has 
ever beaten, and the victory will 
lift the Oxfordshire player into 
the world's top 20, an ambjtion 
he has been striving to achieve. 

Henman lost the first set for 
third consecutive round but, 
once again showed that he re- 
fuses to be upset by early set- 
backs. He took a 3-0 lead in the 
second set but Ivanisevic man- 
aged to force the set into a tie- 
break before starting to lose his 
cool. 

After winning the shoot-out 
7-1. Henman quickly gpt on top 
of a match played in blustery 
conditions and Ivanisevic, 
whose temperament has long 
been suspect, finally exploded. 


The Croat's head went down 
and he incurred a conduct 
warning after snapping his rack- 
et in two as Henman raced 
through the final set. 

Henman later admitted he 
had found it difficult to cope 
with Ivanisevic's serve early in 
the match, but his battling qual- 
ities shone through ana ulti- 
mately won the day. 

“It was a question of han ging 
in there aDd keeping the ball in 
play," said the world No 24. “In 
the second set 1 got an early 
break and thought that if I 
could hang onto my serve it 
would be 1-L 

. “But I then lost a service 
game and just had to keep 
fighting. I kept trying to make 
him play an extra shot to win 
points and it paid off. I made 
him work for everything. 

“The conditions were pretty 
blustery, which mean you can't 
really play very good quality ten- 
nis. and in that situation you've 
just got to concentrate on what 
you’re doing. But in the cir- 
cumstances I think I played welL 

“In the third set, when I 
started going a long way ahead, 
1 just had to keep my mind on 
finishing the job. It was obvious 
he was getting frustrated, but I 
managed to keep my concen- 
tration. 

“It’s easy to let your focus 
switch to the Grand Slam, but 
I'm trying to keep my bead 
screwed on and take one match 
at a time. 

“I’m aware I play Philip- 
poussis in the Australian Open 
and he's a very good player. But 
I’m in Sydney now and I don’t 
want to concentrate on Mel- 
bourne until next week.” 

If Henman beats Philip- 
poussis and wins his second- 
round match, he is likely to 
come up against the second 
seed, Michael Chang. 



ter testing positive: for: cocafoe. 

He was charged with, mis- 
conduct by the Football Asso- 
ciation yesterday after failing a 
random test at Ipswich’s train- 
ing ground on 9‘December. He 
has 14 days to respond. 

Because cocaine is consid- 
ered a perform ance -enhancing 
' drug, the FA has -a tougher 
range of punishments they 
could impose oh Tanner, 

“We are in constant toucit 
with the EA overdnig issues ahd 
the first step we always tty ro take 
is to do all we can to help reha- : 
bEitate the player concerned,” 
said Gordon Taylor, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Professional Foot-, 
bailers’ Association. “It is only 
when the player is unwilling to 
help himself that punitive action 
is considered and taken again& 
first-time offenders. 

“But although there is a de- 
sire to help players, it must also 
be realised that there is a grad- ■ 
ing of penalties and these in- 
crease when the drug in question 
is per fot manceHgnhancmgrather 
than purely soda!” 

The last high-profile cocaine, 
user. Orient’s Roger Stanis- 
laus, banned by the FA for a 
year last season and then sacked 
by the London club. . . 

The Chariton teenager Jay 
Notley is, the only other player 
known to have tested positive 
this season out of over 300 
samples, the FA doping control 
unit exposing a cocktail of co- 
caine, Ecstasy and cannabis. 

He has so far been treated le- 
niently because of his age, the 
FA sending him to a rehabilita- 
tion centre for assessment, and 
he is due to face a further hear- 
ing in March. Tinner cannot ex- 
pect such leniency, given his 
experience and profile, although 
Ipswich have promised to stand 
by him throughout the ordeaL 

The Ipswich chairman, David 
Sheepshanks, only yesterday 
elected as chairman of the 
Football League, said; “We de- 
plore the use of drugs and Ip- 
swich Town would like to 
emphasise that we are fully 
supportive of the stance being 
adopted by the FA to eradicate 
it from the sport. 

“The player is aware of the 
damage done both to his repu- 
tation and to that of the dub ahd 
has expressed his apology and 
great regret He has been dis- 
ciplined by us but now, howev- 
er, the matter is out of our hands 
and will be dealt with the EA." 


Tim Henman hits a forehand during his semi-final victory over Goran Ivanisevic in Sydney yesterday Photograph: AP 


Although Henman beat the 
20-year-old Philippoussis in last 
year’s Sydney International, the 
Australian possesses possibly 
the fastest serve in the world ana 
if he is on form, he can be dev- 
astating. 

The Aussie will also be the 
crowd favourite and has pedi- 
gree in the tournament too, hav- 
ing last year accounted for top 
seed and world No I, Pete 
Sampras, in straight sets in the 
third round. 

But Henman has shown good 


form against big servers, beat- 
ing Ivanisevic yesterday and 
his compatriot Greg Rusedski 
twice last year. 

In addition, Philippoussis has 
been suffering an arm injury and 
with his current form Henman 
has a good chance to progress 
beyond the first round. 

Last week the Briton reached 
the final of the Qatar Open in 
Doha, his first ATP Tour final, 
but lost to the American Jim 
Courier in three sets 
Seven days laLer Henman 


has now made it to his second 
ATP Tour final and faces a 
player whom he beat last year. 

Meanwhile, Rusedski has an 
equally difficult first-round 
match in the Australian Open, 
against clay-court specialist Fe- 
lix Mantilla, of Spain. Mantil- 
la. seeded 14, is an excellent 
stroke player and his ground- 
strokes may be too good for 
Rusedski if the Briton's serve 
is not on top form. 

Bookmakers have slashed 
Henman’s odds of winning the 


Australian Open as they face up 
to a massive pay-out if the 
British player triumphs. 

A Ladbrokes spokesman, 
Ian Wdssell, said: “This is an- 
other tremendous step for- 
ward for Henman. He need 
fear nobody in the Australian 
Open after his fantastic start to 
the year. 

“'Ladbrokes are already fac- 
ing a £100.000 pay-out if Hen- 
man wins the Aussie Open and 
I dread to think how much if he 
wins at Wimbledon." 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



In the main one gets en- 
gulfed in a wet sort of 
way f 7) 



Groupi. a girl's set (7) 
idly-i.e. in fire 


10 


11 

12 


13 


15 


17 


19 


*» 


Chars bac 

(7) 

State home accommo- 
dating one? Couldn't be 
tighter (7) 

Put weight on? (9) 
Fabricate or be fcvasive 

(5) 

Provide income, mea- 
sure almost fully paid 

Revolting chap is run 
out at the start (9) 

Just Che place for an orb 
and sceptre? Well, one 
of them! (3,6) 

Over the odds in bluff 
(5) , ' 

Gathering, without 


23 


Right whip (5) 
ake canal have dra- 


Make canal 
matic fall (9) 


Concerned with drink 
and fish, lacking flavour 
(7) 

Note about guy's family 
(5) 

Measures slate, finding 
it’s standard (9) 

Like a vault party on the 
drink? (5) 

Last straw shattered the 
party faithful (9) 
work with drill piercing 
spout £7) 

Beg with>dish. reduced 
to a vagrant ultimately 

(7) 

14 Rode (apparently) with 
Jesse James? (9) 

16 Scrape post (9) 

17 Head of Egyptian insect 
carved in charms (7) 
Word in Spain I have for 
‘exciting’ (7) 


8 


18 


Fridays solution 


Last Saturday's solution 


25 Elegant yellow unknown 20 Complete a spelling ses- 
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plant (7) 

Set apart one pan con- 
taining duck (/) 

Appoint deputy, last to 
vice (5.2) 

ridge players confined, 
rendered ineffective (7) 


21 


sion? (7) 

Play Queen in particular 
mate (7) 

European engrossed by 
monetary angles (S) 

24 In the company of a cat 
without* name (5) 


23 


The Dm Ore comet solutions to this week's pualc opened nest Thnnt- 
day receive hardbached copies of the new Oxford Dictionary of Quota- 
tions. Answers and winners’ names will be published next Saturday Send 
sdutioes to Samrday Crossword, PO Box 4018, The Independent, i Cana- 
da Square. Canary Wharf, London E145BL Phase use tbc box number 
and postcode and ghe your own postcode. Last week's winners Victoria 
Bryant. York Frank Light, PortbomU Robin Holt, Sooth Croydon: Mrs V 
Townsend, Waterloovflle; Bony Roe, Wlgstoo. 


Cork pleased 
with progress 


Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports from New Plymouth 
New Zealand Academy 201 v 
England 

Match abandoned 


England arc planning plenty of 
hard work for Dominic Cork af- 
ter his longest break from crick- 
et since 1991. The Derbyshire 
all-rounder returned to active 
service yesterday, bowling sev- 
en overs and picking up one 
wicket before rain washed out 
the one-day match against New 
Zealand’s Cricket Academy in 
New Plymouth. 

Cork had not played for four 
months, following his decision 
to miss England's visit to Zim- 
babwe. but, with the opening 
Test in New Zealand only a fort- 
night away, be has already been 
named for Monday's first. -class 
match against a Select XI al 
Palmerston North - and will 
probably be on duty when Eng- 
land complete their warm-up 
programme ty meeting North- 
ern Districts in Hamilton next 
weekend. “This is the longest 
break I've had from cricket for 
several years,” Cork said. “I 
would like to play as much as 
possible now to put myself in 
contention for tbc first Test." 

While England badly missed 
Cork's match-winning potential 


in Zimbabwe, the team coach, 
David Lloyd, believes a decent 
rest will have done the 25-year- 
old “the world of good”. 

A victory yesterday would 
have been the ideal way for Eng- 
land to have kicked off here, and 
they looked well on course af- 
ter dismissing their hosts for 
201. But persistent rain - ap- 
parently the forerunner of a cy- 
clone heading this way - forced 
an abandonment before Eng- 
land could launch their reply. 

Andy Caddick was the most 
successful member of an all- 
seam attack, finishing with three 
wickets, while Jack Russell - an- 
other of the forgollen men in 
Zimbabwe - picked up five 
catches behind the stumps. 

England woo toss 

NEW ZEALAND ACADEMY XI 

R A Lw/ion r Russell b Cjddlck 13 

M D Bell b Caddick 6 

•L G Howls Ibw b Gough „24 

C D MeWflan e SUwn*o«J b Iran S8 

S Lynch c b Gou(J> .8 

tp G Man b Sitefunod 0 

G R LuuondoD c Kwgm b Codfl.ch ....54 

A J Penn c Russell t> CoA 0 

M } Hadem c Russel b Irani 7 

S 8 O’Connor not out 16 

D SowcO c Rusad’b S<tverwood 1 

Extras Hb!\ w9. nh3) 14 

Total (40.4 ovars) jtfJl 

Fa* 1-15. 3-29, 3 74. 4-98. 5-99, 6-141. 
7-143, 8-154,9 139. 

Bowling; Qjrti 70-39-1; Caddie* 8-1-44-3: 
S*raw»d a-l-0-32 2: Gouffl 8-0-35-2: ran 
9-1-J9-2 

ENGLAND: *M A AUieflon. N V Knight, G P 
Thorpe. N Hussain, J P Cravuty. R c (ram. tR 
C Russell. D G Cork A R CarWick, D GouPh, 
C E W SHvomxxJ. 

limpbea: B F Bowden and E A Walton 

Photograph, page 25 



Mamei is not 


a statistic. 


She’s not one of the 13., OOO women who will die 
this week for want of something we take for 
granted... the basic human right to fomily planning. 


POPULATION We're working for 

CONCERN ^ mUy P ,annlng ’ SBXUaI aSld 
1 reproductive healthcare 
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Ipswich Tbwn’sAdam Tanner;’ a 
highl y regarded 23-ybaiK)tdwho 
can play either in midfield; or do. 
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worldwide. 

A PERSONAL FREEDOM: A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 


I endose a donation U> P0nMI)M Cfl.VCFRN of £ 


Please debit my C Access/Masten^/Eurocard □ wsa □ CAF 
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Only 


Currys 


bring you all this 



LAUNDRY 

SAVE to £150 


BRITAIN'S 


1 1000 Spin Aul swasher 



■vouch® me 

1 £23999 


CANDY debs 

■ 15 proqramfTi«, 

■ Quick wash. 

Model OW- 
Was 134959. 

In-Store Price £249.99 

BUT MOW «W 6 MOWTH5 LATER 

CANDY wasusm UOO Spin Autowashw 

■ Heft load option. ^ 

■ Quick wash. WBBBBuouonwm 

Model Cl 261. ICO 

Wto 08*99. BMli fzMw 

Was 079.99. Irwnofe ” ' r * 





a 


Pine J36B SB. BUT WOW PAY 6 MOUTHS LATCH 

CREDA BSBraiooosnjn 

•EcowaSh’ Autownher J BEIBi VPUCHP Wq~ 
Model 17066. OTn 

vtef3»99. nnl{4/l99 

mm Price £29955*. yUdL* , .r” 
BUY NOW PPCf 6 MONTHS LATER 

HOTPOINT 1000 Spin -nm Edition’ 

Autowashec ^ 

■ Oukkwash. sale moce 

.■£ 55 w». I 0 | £ 299.99 

Model WM19P. was £34959 ■ I • * — 

BUY HOW BUY 6 MOMTHS LATCH 

HOOVE R 1 100 Spin -New Wave 

Autowasher HftWJ ...TT^T - 

■ Ecological wash system ■gyB 

■ Delay timer nrill:ld4M 

Model AC170 

Was £469 99. 

BUY WOW PAY 10 MOUTHS LATER 

BOSCH TOO Spin TihowBf SysMe' ftultwadter 

■ 11 wash programmes. ■RMSM salehuce~ 

■ Economy option. RWI AAA 

Model wFftaooA. nil InXMu 

NNMHl W» £39999. 11 1 nTp 
BUY MOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 

ZANUSS1 1000 Spin Autowasher 

■ variable wash lime. 

■ Aha available in mb ■ ■ . . . i 

almond. K llTll e ?QQ(M 

Model Fl 1085. 

Was £499.99. 


BOSCH 1000 ipln •EcoioiM' Autowaslwr 

i Delay timer I 'ffM 1*11 I EH I 

iQuietoperatier. Vfrl BAA 
Model WFF2000GB h LI 1 1 rAH *f QQ 

Was UM*B. . 

Wes £51959. 

BUY MOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATHI _ 

HOOVER nmi -ivnWWItetoD ryw 

■ Fro logoi wash system ■EHRB sale price 

■ Available in White WIJ.1 “BAA 

or Almond liPl'If j!f399 

Model A8754/A875*. glFA ^ M 

BniamS biggest selling Woshet Dryer. Was £349.99 
BUY MOW PAY 12 MOMTHS LATER _ 

HOTPOINT 1 000 Spin ’AgmmW 

Washer Dryer ■JM i^umbciT 

■ Aquaniii wash system. BrN jm 

■ Quick wash. KVill 

Model WD?3 

Was £59935" Was £499.99 

BUT NOW PAY 10 MOUTHS LATCH 

WHITE KNIGHT 71b ttanbto Dtyw 

■ Cooldown cycle 

■ 2 hear settings. ■CTW AA 

■ Compact sue ■J|| rUMoo 

Model 3ii. 

Was u»9f 

Was £10955 — 

WHITE KNIGHTltBsTUmNe Dryer 

iCoaldcvin facility. ^ 

■ 2 heal senjngs. [ sale pbice 

i 120 mmute L met. VTl IIQ 

Model iK. ■CIUI £il *99 

Was 059*9. 

Was £129 99. 

Z ANUSSI 111b Condenser Dryer 

■ Reverse tumble action 

■ Automatic cool down 
system. 

Model TC470. 

Was £409-99. 

BUY MOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


electrical 


rETAILER’ 


LA RGE SCREEN TVs 

SAVE Hi £20 0 


MLEPHO 

U179.I 


.99 


21- NICAM Stereo 


5ALEB0a 


SALE PRICE 

£28939 


BUY NOW PAY 
18 MONTHS LATER 

ON A RANGE OF 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 


a ooi 

ll 8 M 0 NTHsl 

INTEREST FREE] 
OPTION' I 

ON A RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 


MATSU I BBSS 

2ff* Remote Control TV 

■ 49on msWe screen size. 

■ Remote control tor 
easy armchair use. 

Model 20V! R. 

WBS £199.99 

GRUNDIG 

21* MCAM Stereo TV with Fastens 

■ 51cm ««e screen size. wunuu ' 

■ Includes stand- KTla "nn 

Mode) 5T5S 725. |»|B£7/Mbg 

Was £329.99. 

BUY MOW WY6 MOMTHS UBER 

HITACHI ebbs 

TV with Fanext 

■ Sian mftrte screen size. 

■ Fastext. 

■ Complete with stand. 

Model 2166. Was £359.99. 

■UV NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 

PANASONIC 2TMCAM Storao TV 

with Fatten |ffl|WH W 

■ 51cm visible screen aze.*nr* «*a 

■ Complcie with stand. BrJUri^ no 

Model 2i MDI. 

In-store Prke £379.99. 

BUY MOW PAY 6 MOMTHS LAJSI 

BUSH 28" HICAM Stereo TV whh Teletext 

■ 66cm visible screen size. Hn 1 

■ Tefenwi for access to ■*TN 
mfonnauon sennas. K1|l 

Model 2&63NTX. LAJ 

In-store Price £429.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER 




9^» 


TOSHIBA Z8-M1CAM Stereo TV 
with Fasten 

■ 66cm visible screen size. 

■ Indudcs nand. 

Model 2652 
Was £549.99 In-store Prue £499.99. 

BUY MOW PAY 6 MOMTH5 LATER 

SONY 25- MCAM Srereo TV with Fasten 

■ 59cm vbbie screen size. 

■ 10 picture lacilitv. 

SSSt fill IUWSM9 


Rifl£489| 


£329, 


.99 


in-Stcuc Pine £499.99. 

BUY WOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 

HITACHI 2S" Dolby Pro-Logic 

TV with 3DS 

59cm visible screen size HTTW PAA 
Model 2546 | qo 

Was £679 99 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


SALE PRICE 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE BEST BUY 


PANASONIC z r Dolby Pro-toqk Sixtoimd 

Sound TV with Eanmrt voucHth Pioci 

E&an visible ujctr. sue. ■TTl TAA 
Model 234021? Was £93399. ■yTlT llr /MM qq 
ln-stoie Pnce £849.99 rfvd.aa 

BUY HOW PAY 1J MOMTHS LATER 


voucher nua 

£39999 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE BEST BUY 


TOSHIBA 2 r Potay Pro-Logic Sunwmd 
Sound TV with Fasten ■QSMfvOUOiS! RKE 

■ p&m viable ween uc. ueeaM baa 

■ tndbdi» :aHncL H||T|lr#MMQQ 
Model 2657 Was £899 59 


SANYO 

with Fasten 

■ 59cm viable screen size. 

■ Fasten. 

■ Complete with stand. 
Model 5957. 


25* MCAM Stereo TV 


£399.99 


HOME ENTERTAINMENT BEST BUY 


PHILIPS sr 

Dolby Pro-Loqk Surround 
Sound TV wnh lOOHr 
68cm wdbLe screen size 
Model 29U28CPS. 



SALE PflICE 


BUY BMW PAY IQ MONTHS LATHI 

ZANUSS1 1200 ScinJletS jfftani 1 

Autowasher vouatfR PinCt 

■ Rtnse Sensor. ■'T'FH 44A 

■ Super economy button. El WX 1 1 
Model F1 1295. 

W»i56M* Was £46939 IrHtore Price £459.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 

AEG 1000 Spin ’DlghraniC Autowsshor 

■ Seif adjusting water — — 

:s5asr R5!l £47999 

Model 6200. Was £579.99. — 1 

BUY MOW PAY 18 MOMTHS LA1EB _ 


DISHWASHERS 

-vfTA save 




to £160 





4 HOTPOINT 
1000 Spin 'Aquarius 
De Luxe* Autowasher 

■ Aquarius wash system 

■ Slow spin speed. 

■ Quick wash. 

■ No-heat economy wash. 
Model WM25. 

Was £499*9. 

Was £399 99. 








J 


HITACHlBrnaa ► 
25' NICAM Stereo TV 
with Fastext 

■ 59cm viable screen size. 

■ Fastest for quick access to 
Teletext pages. 

■ Complete with stand. 
Model 2566 Was £479.99. 
In-store Price £469.99. 


Was £449.99. BUY NOW PAY G MOMTHS LATER I £1 ^aa BUY MOW PAY 6 M0NTH5 LATCH 


PORTABLE TVs 

SAVE 

TOTAL OF £50 


GRUNDIG 14 Portable Col our TV with 
Remote Control 
■ Han liable screen see. 


f120 


t SALE PRICE 

379« 



SAU PRICE 


■ Remote connol 
Model P3707CI. 
Was £149 99. 


£13939 


CANDY Fufl Size -Etosyrtem- Dishwasher 

■ 4 programmes. ■mn ■■■ ■ il 

■ Denote cyc*e. BRdlMI ^txK^Pina 

Model C4100 KTTlNr/VM.v 

Was £369.99. ilhl 1 ! thh 

In-store Pnce £24939. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATBT 

CANDY 

Fult Sbe Oistiwashar 

■ Softflne styling. 

■ 7 programmes. 

Model CDW470. 

WHS £39939. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATCH 


HOOVER > 
Full size -Soft Wave' 
Dishwasher 

■ Mulb-directional spray. 

■ Economy option. 

■ Takes 12 place settings- 

■ 3 progtammes. 

Model 67436 
Was £429.99. 


m £269.99 


SALE PRICE 


£160 


RECOMMENDED BY GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


maamuairn ■ 

BOSCH Full size tEcotoqltal' DMiwariier 

■ Electronic delay timer. 

■ 4 programmes. 



SAIEPHKE 


, SALE PRICE 

£393» 


■ Quiet operation. RMlBfJSsSS 

M W WSUS4472,W»PU5.«LMt KMf*' 0 '*** 
BUY W OW PAY 12 MONTHS LATCH 

AEG FuB Size "Oko FnvorttT DMtwadiW' . . 

■ Low energy and ^ ' 

water consumption- HTnM SALE PRICE 

■4 programmes. ■■JiW .OQQ„ 

■ Oiiet operation. Ktt<IQ73n 

Model 404a 

Was £479.99. 

BUY MOW PAY 1» MONTHS LAIBR 

BOSCH _ 

FuB Size Ecological 
(Hshwasher 

■ Very quiet operation. 

■ £ programmes. 

Model SMS6012. 

EMY MOMWtY T2 MONTHS LATCH 

ZANUSSI Fun Sre^AqiMw£DW™«ta 

■ Economy cyde. PWCE 

:sss« k™ £ 419.99 

WBCbSwi £ 2£2Ls LAIER 

BUY NOW PAY 10 MONTHS IAIHI 


recommended by good housekeeping 


BOSCH SHmfine 'Ecelogiqr Pbhwwaher 

■ 6 programmes. SALT rRICE 

■ 3 dealing temperatureLMTTJ* A 

Model SPS6432. WlL'MPrtMW 

Was £499.99. M4kN| 

BUY HOW PAY 12 MONTHS LATSt 


MATSU I ^ 


1.0 cu.ft Touch 
Control Microwave 

■ 950 watts 
power output 

■ 6 menu programme 
cooking. 

■ One-touch cooking 
Model 196TC 

Was £179 99 


SALE PRKE , 

£ 109j9 




SONY 14- Fastext TV with Remote Control 
■ Hm milble screen see. ■QfllvOUCHBtPRia 
tT.ll and swivel base. 

Model 14T1. 

Wei £249.99. 

In-store Price £209 99. 


£ 199.99 


i AIWA 

CD Mini Hi-Fi 
B Multi play - plays 
up to 3 CDs. 

■ 100 watts IRMS) per 
channel. 

Model NSXV900. 

Whs £399.99. 



| CANDY 

S.0 cu.ft. Fridge 
Freezer 

■ 52 cu.ft fridge. 

■ 4 star freezer rating. 
Model CDP230G. 

I In-note Price £219.99. 


i HOOVER 

Upright Cleaner 

■ Powerful 1000 
watt motor. 

■ On-board tools. 

■ Extra long suit- 
cleaning nose. 

■ Edge-to-edge 
cleaning. 

Model 112376. 

Was £199.99. 

Irvstore 

Price £109.99. 


SALE PRICE 

£379.99 


STOVES warns* 

50an Slot-in J Gas 
Cooker Finished in Brass 
and Racing Green 

■ Fold down glass lid. 

■ Available in blue, oreen or red. 
Model NEWHOME StCGS. Was E5-J939 
'Excellent tthwlor 



MATSUI EHfflBB ► 
4-Head NICAM Stereo 
Video w ith Video Pi us 
PDC and Auto Set-Up 

4-heads for improved 
slow-mod on and freeze frame. 
Model VP9061. Was £269.99. 
In-store Price £249.99. 

LOWEST EVER PRICE 



TV/ VIDEO PACKAGES 

asa si F £ioo 


SHARP 21- Fan art TV urlth Bemoie Control 
51on visible screen tize HRtNHvouOCR PRKE ' 
Model 5t Ati5 pub u»« n*y re AA 

nfcoHAVUetnsMcftlvKJlIIlIll fjJJj 

TsUHgwwSamshtti^ ■ *reAiA - ^r — 

lintwe Price £4 49, 6 MOWIfi HltHEST WE£ OnWIT 

JVC 21* fastext TV with Remote Control 

51cm visible screen size ratHfRBff rumrrs Pina 
Model 21FTV liiKMlSa erere 

PLUS Long Ploy Video ■ntuM ffl/M 

with VideoPlus WTdinf zT 

Model KRJ231 Total Sirparaie SeR.ng Pnce £54935. 
SAVE £70 


HALF 

PRICE 



LOWEST 

EVER 

PRICE 


i PACKARD BELL 

Internet Ready lOOMhz 
Pentium® Processor 
Multimedia PC 

■ 8Mb RAM/B50Mb 
hard drive. 

■ 2a.Gk.bps modem. 

■ Quad speed CD-ROM dnve. 

■ Remote control + radio card. 
Model 909D- WasX44«W. 

^Sawme INTHREST FREE 
OPTION* 


TOP BRAND VIDEOS 

rtXCK SAVE 

IOTA? OF £80 


IU1ATSU1 IBVBB Long Play Vhkowtth 

Remote Control 
i Long play increases 
recrnflng time of tapes. 

■ intra-red remote comttiLl 
Model VXA1 100. Vito CT4999. | 

BEST SELLER 

AIWA long Ptay Video with VideoPlus 

■ On-screen display- . ^ - 

■ Aot^-head dearung 

ktss Rit17g» 

Was £199.99. 


sauhbce 

i13I» 


IS 



PANASONIC Long Play Video with 

j VideoPlus and PDC •” 

Auto set -up taellity. 

Model NV5D200B. 

Was £249.99. 

Irvstore Pnce £23939. 

A MONTHS INTEREST PBEE OPTION* 

AIWA 4-Head MCAM Stereo Video whit 
VideoPlus and FOC 

VideoPlus and PDC tor B5M^£re 
easy. reliaWe record.ngs. ■tTjV f 7UU «« 
Was £29999. Irvstore 

Modefwro5®-» warns mtimi opnmi* 
PANASONIC 44iead MCAM 

SiweoVWeovritii E|».| 1 U!H ruHnswatt 

VideoPlus and PDC fcTlff/Tji J rei"A 

Auto set hip lacilitv. jpH^Mfihre QQ 

Model NVMD 6 Q 5 B. BKildiB 


I 


®Sa 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE TOTAL OF £160 


NOVA SCOTIA _ 

S.1 cu-fL Fridge PWCE | 

■ Reversible door. WTV 

■ AdjunaMe thermostat. ■aillBfiySSS 

NS14001S106 BlfcJ 1 IWl ^ J 

in-siore Piice £11939. 

CANDY 4.7 cu-tt . Fridge with 3-Star 

Freezer Compartment KyhH voucher foce 

:ssa??^ £1,12999 

FRIGIDAIRB 

SA oLft. Fridge 

■ Pish button defrost- 

■ CFC tree. 

Model 1524H. 

WasIlM-W. 


iQUOtil»a 

eIM* 

as£19939. wiMtLE STOC KS LAST 

PnfP £13jLjV. — 


SUPERB 

VALUE. 


BEKO, 

4.1 cu.tt. upright 

■ Fast freeze section. 

■ indicator lights 

Model B2602. 


LEC 3.7 cujt. Uprigh t Freezer ^ 
B 4-siar freezer rating. 
m H^vonruniodc^r- 
Model U550W5. 


CWtRYSMUCE 

£14399 



wasjjaWf 
Was £179.^- 

HOTPUiNT 
5.6 eu-tt. Laider Fridge 
m Soltllno avHing- 
a Auw malic defrnsL 
Model RL61- 




5AUPHIQ 

£16399 



CANDY 

93 ro.fr. Fridge Preeaer 

■ 5.7 cu.fr. fridge. 

■ Tillable shelves 
Model CCM2B/1 2G. 




Was £399.99. frMtore Price 

BUY HOW PAY 12 MOMTHS LATER 



199 


CANDY 10,1 eu.lt Frost Free 

I ^7 eu.fr- fridge ^^fflBuoucHarRKi 
_ Tillable shelves. 

Model CCNF29M3 
Ifvstene Pnce £47939. 
nirv mow m Moano LATCH 


£34999 


COOKERS 

^3B fe ! zoo 


FR I G I DAI RE wmisiMjn 

Of&’-cx**’*- MU' 

■ Single oven HTl 

«frh glass door. ■yi|lf 

■ Solid plate hob. 

Model CPI 450 , 

Was £1*939. Was £1 79.99. 



BUY MOW i" — 

F l_ECTROL UX 93 m.ft. Frost Free 

Fridge Frew Ml. . JM mi 

■ 5.6 eu.fr. fridge- . ref A 

■ Door closure dernco. K M|1 f < f *400 
Model ER2659. WSs ’"‘‘"HUtf 

In-store Ptke £399.99 


in ajmttjm « Mnmffl B 

pi prTPm I IX qj QLfr- Frost Free 
Fridgo Freezer 

■ 4 7eu.fr.tn49*- KlTil £ 3QQ M 

■ 4.6 cu.tt freezer. ULul UJ*’” 

SESSSkbw 

PAY ID MONTHS LATCH 


CREDA soon Sl ot4n Ftac pH t: Cooker 

■ Separate oven andgritt. ^^R9 MsalE Mice 

■ 4 last redspots Utlil IQfl.j, 

■Avaaubte In Green. 11^111 £401399 

B.own or Whne. 1ABA4 

Model 49136/7/5. Was £3»£9f W» £29939. 

BUY NOW PAY * MOMTHS LATER 


VACUUMS 

ujjE) ffi HALFPRiCE 


ELECTROLUX EMBMM CyRnderO««. 

« 1300 watt variable poweMhoror. 


•4 Hue double 


SALE PRICE 


Model 7ANGO 1661. 

Was £129.99. K U® 


PANASONIC 

Upright (leaner 

■ 700 wan motor. 

■ LightwelghL 
Model MCE4S0. 

Was £99.99. In -store PrUe £3939. 



S VOUCHES PRICE 

£7999 


PARKINSON COWAN 

SOon Eye Level MJWM ’ SALE PBCE 

Gtetsoren door. nil® £ 37 9.99 

Model LYRIC 50 GDBH. ITAJ 1 * 1 

Was £449.99. 

BUY WOW PAY 6 MOfJTHS LATER 


AEG 12J cu-ft Fridge Freezer 

■ 2 compressors. 

■ External ihermosiat- 
Model 3534. 

Was £649.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 1> 

MONTHS LATCH 


SALE HbCE 

£599» 



HITT rJrtrt — ■ 

-pU.^irtAlHE uucM-tt Chart Fmezg 

■ Fast i»Mze fadliiy- ■BSSwuqWMa 

■ 4-star freezer rating. 

Model ^03*- 
WasES 1 ^ 1 0 .ogg 

»*««» 


Mgwiiou ug. — — 

HOTPOINT I2 3cu.fr- Mistral PteFioa 
Free Fridge Freezer U»f SftLiPRia 

SSr 

BUY NOW PAY 

12 MOWfHS LATCH 

BOSCH 

113 cu.fr- Frost Free 
fridge FreeJer 
Electronic controls. 

Mode) KGU2C01. 

Was £759.99. 



SALE PRICE 

£65999 





AS SEEN IN BBC GOOD FOOD MAGAZINE 


CANNON SAon goMnCasCog to. 

Avariafaien brown, green SAUEPWCt 

gi whneMDdd CAMBSUfY. 

Wki W991 Was £68939. 
BOTI*W»»10I«*1WI* ,B I 


rm.r 

£66399 



BELLING soon urn-* 

Secmc Cooker 

■ Fan main oven. ^■^<^1 cuanYS P»ct 

■ Coramtc hob. 

Model 625WH. 

miY WOW W« MONTHS LATER 

HOTPOINT 60 em Stot-in 

Electric Cooker MHII ■ i 

■ One nalogen zone. »LWWW 

■ Fan main oven. Kblll e f filnn 

Model 6W71P. pilA'jH * 

S£g££ BUY NB— »« MONTHS lAjBj 


AS SEEN IN EEC GOOD FOOP MAGAZINE 


LElSUREiitaStoi* 

OoeW* WMdi Gas CnoLar 

Arable in Bating fr wot 

i*Si 110 Mwer» *w Irani ^nula^rer. 

Wto£RM. WV NOW RAY IB MONTHS LATER. 



SAU-nUCE 

£1599 


GOBLIN Effl 

■ 1400 wan variable 

motor. 

■ Built-in tools. 

Model WHISPER. 

Was £1 5939 


Cylinder Ooaner 

uunua 

£9999 



SAVE§t300 


ACER ACROS ptoo mul penttam* 

MuhSmeifia PC ■nVlAUPBcT 

■ 8Mb RAM. ■VV1 nnft 

■ B50Mbhatd dnve. H,||T|| rilUU 

Model P100. j 1 111 tV** 

BjjgMMl BITEHEST FREE OPTWWI* 


E PM MU1PRKZ 

lit 


ADVENT P120 MHX MuMinedia PC 

■ 8Mb RAM/1 6b ” 

hard drive. 

■ 2B3*- bps modem. 

Model B125. 

WasJAW. Was £1099 . 

9 MONTHS BITEWEST FHg OmiON 

FUJITSU PIMMHx I* u»tiniei8« PC wrtth Modem 

■ 8Mb rara TW jumping 

■SE^'“ dH “ ^M099 

Model Fujitsu 3000 nt3Q. 


ACER MM MH* Multimedia PC 

with Modem ■BHWBsalE ri»CE 

■ 16Mb RAMriJGb hard JAAQ 

drive. ■ B-speod ly4*l*i £ IftJJ 

Stodd ASHRE P 120 . W as £ 1399 . 

9 MOMTHS 1WTCRE5T FREE OPTION 


pi -ECTROLU X Ufight dwr 

130b wan motor. MTigMvoucKra PR>a 

Model 14M. 440 

WastMHW* BMUfll )9 

Was £149.99. 1 , * >J 

In-stsfO Price £139.99. 


MICROWAVES 

I £70 


Model Fujitsu 3000 VI-'U. 

Was £1 I'M, a MONTHS ItaidHEST FREE OPTIOM* 


PACKARD B ELL. Penthm* 

PI 20MHz MuWmet&l PC M^HTsATCraCE 
8Mb EDOriGb hard drive. WYT1 444A 
Model EXECUTIVE 9O0is BrW|| rllAM 
was 61399. was £1349. UTU tlW 

E1DOO FHS SOFTWARE mrotw 

art, fn. rinralk. 9M0tnH5J"B«gr WEE OPIIOW* 


APRICOT imemet Ready P120 khiltimedia PC 

■ BMb RAM/1 JGb hard (frhre^ 

■ B-ipeed CD-ROM drive- I.'BlSl SAUPRKX 

mSSnSSmopwo^. ffHu £l299 

WasXWOT. Was £1399. JUJjA-P 

9 MOMTHS IWTHtEST HLS OPTION 


> ’ ■■ — ’ 

COMPAQ htfemat B eady 120MHz Pentium* 

Processor MuWnu*fia PC mmH saleprke~ 

■ 16Mb RAM IfW 4renO 

■ 1.6Gb hard drive. Ilf 1/33 

■ 6 -speed O-ROM. 

Model 4110. Was 0*99. 

WM £1445. 9 MONTHS MTEH6ST FREE OPTHMI — 


PACKARD BELLpi66inwi 

PenUren* Intanet Ready Multunedla PC 
■ 16Mb EDO RAM T,W SALE PWC 

wnflf1999 

^■gSSwWTHI & FREE OPnO*^ 


^HNY AHead SLBtee Wlogk. MCAM Stereo VM«o 
whh lAdaoPk* and PDC ■EflHvouQiBl FRO 

Bvsmre Pnce P99.W. . 

12 MOMTHS lU THtCST FREE OPtlMg. 


TOSHIBA 4-Haad NKAM Stereo Vidao 
wrfth Videortus and PDC ^ 

Echtlng tadlWes. 

SSSSEi*-. B™ £ 419 m 

Model 856. ■’i'* “ 

6 MOM1H5 ntTtWEST FBgOFIIOH^ 


i" HALF PRICE 
ON TAPES AND 
HEADPHONES 

See in-store for details 


CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 

SAVE £150 


MATSU1 imssa 

Oi ciift. DzwkV IBaowve 

■ BOO watts pouw output 

■ 60 minute timer. 
Model M161M. 

In-store Price £7A99. 



WWOWPWI 

£ 69.99 


MATSUI 

Ultra-OMipact 
CD Micro rt-H 

■ Digital tuner. 

■ Remote control. 

Model MCH750. 
In-store Price £99-99. 



VOUCHER HUCE 

£89^ 


SHARP 

UrofL Compact 
Rficnwave 
BOO watts 
power output 
Model R2V18. 
In-store Price £94.99. 


Iwwniiw 

f89.s 9 


TECHNICS a» MW w-r 

t£“ mp0nBni ■BBFDuoancEl 

Modd" 5CCH540 . K'$Tl,32Aq4 

Was £429.99. H lIpltiliiTW 

In-store PtiLs £37939. 

BUY MOW fKt 12 MONTHS LATER 


SONY CD Hi-fi with Hi ratable 
■ Multiplay - plays up 
to 5 CDs. ■ 100 wans 

(RMS) per channaL 

Model r»55. wa*-«99.99 


a«RYS rract 

£44999 

^ a £4MmSSKTSSr»Y 1i MONTHS LATCR 



ON THE SPOT 


Flr.d o lower price fur the r.ame product 
n:ld Offer, complete, new. boxed an= ,r. 
stock in a local shop within 7 days oi 
purchase and we'li rnacch ic 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 


EXCLUSIVES 







l^toSyt^® m P re ^^ 

ysurance, hdudhg 

SSSSS'- 

SfiSSre- 

Q Jflf y S purdtaseandiB5' ftar 

Cm wOlav. A* tw detail 

•SB tWHa*:" 
nun ii nurau sssjassLa 
pgg!E5agttSjga 


OVER S50 HOME 
afpuanos 
available with 

1-DAYDBJVEBY 

CUARAinffi) 


EXTRA VALUE 

exclusive 

MODELS 

*For exceptional 
value, look for the 
wide selection of 
superb models and 
often exclusive to 

DSG Retail Ltd 


2 DAT DELIVERY 
MOW AY TO 
FRIDAY 

Choose AM/PM. 

Plus 

professional 
installation 
service. Ask for 
details, prices 
and availability. 


TAKE IT „ 
HOME MOW 

Most 'items are 
hi stock ready 
to take away 
at once. We 
will be happy 
to carry your 
purchase to 

your car. 


EITHER 12 
MONTHS 
INTEREST 

FK£- 

OPTION 


10% dRfwtit oi £99- 39 ■ 
u momHy paymwB im 
£1333. Bawnco oi £217.1 
baipre (or whfajtto 

12 th monthly 

Tbniim«mt — 
(49939. APR 



[SAME DAY 


SAME DAY W- 

HOMESffiVKfflG 

Awilablefotnwn 
Urge items {«« day 
for PCs) if you phone 
before Warn 
Monday to Friday 
and live withki 10 

mile of a Cunys 
store. 




JHBUmWDRUK 

BKTORE 

RHWRSHOP 

Expen service 
available 7 days a 
week {same day 
wherever posable}. 

All repan guaranteed 
3 mHiths. 


EAST WAH TO PAY 

Currys Premier 
Advantage 
Account offers 
Instant Credit 
and lets you take 
advantage of 
any credit offers 
Irvstore. See in- 
store for details. 




CURRY'S DIRECT 

For dreci doorstep 
delivery Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442680145 
|9am-7pmMonPri 
tam-SiOpffl Sat}. 
Ddwe/y charges 
from 005. 

Part of DSG Retail Ltd. 


Currys 

BRITAIN’S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL RETAILER 




rw„ 

I IMISUIUlUSBCDIBCUIIILn^^l 


Currys voucher specials 



BUY NOW 
pay up to 
13 

MONTHS 

LATER 



SSSBSBSS Iffi^ 

KS*SlSSi 

'ssafassl^ 

IgS'MfflSffifc 

i aBSsaas!!;"™^^a 

! ! 

L M ,.-----Ciinys oise«iNT«»iKHa»»--i-""---a 
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Monkeying around: As they were in their 1960s heyday (above left), now back together and in charge of their material Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Government claims war pension victory 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Leaders of the Royal British Le- 
gion were upset 'last night at 
claims they were ready to run 
up the white flag following a 
meeting with Peter lillev, the 
Secretary of State for Social Se- 
curity, over cuts in war pensions. 

The Department of Social Se- 
curity caused deep annoyance 
at the legion headquarters af- 


ter saying that they had pre- 
sented no expert evidence to 

Q^frcdlt the medical finding; or| 
which the cuts were based. 

“’They didn’t disagree with 
tkfi medical evidence or the le- 
gal advice we have taken and 
they have gone away to think 
about it Our position remains 
unchanged. We have taken 
medical advice and we are 
legally bound to accept it," said 
a DSS spokesman. 


The Royal British Legion 
officially described the meeting 
as “constructive” but privately 
one source said: "We had our 
own medical advice and it 
changed. We had to take it on 
the chin, but it would not be true 
to say we have run up the white 
flag. We will fight on." 

The Independent has learned 
that the Royal British Legion 
had planned to challenge the 
medical evidence produced by 


the Government by taking three 
medical experts to the meeting 
with Mr LDJey. However, before 
the meeting took place, one of 
the key witnesses changed his 
mind after consultations with 
the DSS officials. Yesterday be 
was in hospital, and out of 
reach of the Royal British Le- 
gion, which is waiting to have 
further discussion before de- 
ciding its next course of action. 

The Government, however. 


appeared confident that it had 
won its battle with the legion, 
which threatened to blow up 
into a full scale row involving 
Tory backbenchers when it was 
first announced late last year. 

The row arose when the Gov- 
ernment was adviced that deaf- 
ness could no longer be 
attributed to g unfire once a ser- 
viceman or woman had left the 
armed services. That resulted in 
a change of rules backdated to 


last March, stopping war dis- 
ability payments of £35m ayear. 

Leaked papers, which were 
obtained by The Independent, 
showed that Mr LiUey had 
asked for four further measures 
to buy off the pensioners' lobby 
in talks with William Walde- 
grave, the Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, including making a 
payment for funeral expenses 
for war disablement pensioners 
costing f 60,000 a year. 


The disclosure that war pen- 
sioner were to loose their pay- 
ments for deafness led to angry 
clashes, in the Commons be- 
tween Tbuy Blair, the Labour 
leader, and John Major, with 
Tory MBs protesting it was the 
worst performance they had 
seen from the Prime Minister 
in months. 

The legion threatened to 
cause a humiliating dimbdown 
in the cuts, with ex-service 


groups warning that the Gov- 
ernment woiild risk a defeat in 
die ComrDons.ButThemeaaire 
has been appro^jty order m 
council, and. is unlikely tohe 
stopped. 

There was. also a threat that 
the legiorrvwll seek- judicial re- 
view but last 'd^ji Tbry MPs 
were saying; that they. . were 
“bolding their fire 9 to see how 
the legion wouldreact to the 
meeting with Mr Lflley. ■ 


Daydream 
believers back to 
pay the alimony 
and school fees 


Louise Jury 


The faces are familiar, but the lyrics will 
have to be changed. All four members of 
the Monkees, were back together 
monkeying around for the first time in 30 
years yesterday. 

But with hair greying and laughter lines 
a little more pronounced, the members of 
the one-time “young generation” of the six- 
ties are now all in their fifties. 

“Hey, hey, we're the.-” they joked with 
mock memory-loss. 

Yet there are rewards as well as disad- 
vantages to the ageing process. Where in 
1966 the Monkees were the creations of 
television executives eager not for a pop 
group but a hit series for the young, today 
they are the ones in charge. 

“We ARE the corporation,” roared Pe- 
ter Tork, the one with mop hair, with a gi- 
ant grin. However. Davy Jones, the band's 
baby-faced lead singer, said it was not the 
money that mattered. “It's a case of enjoying 
what we do," he said. “The rewards are 
quite nice, it's important for alimony and 
kids' schools, but it's not the main 
motivation." 

Billed as America's answer to The Bea- 
tles, they recorded 52 episodes of the tele- 
vision series but also sold 16 million 
albums, 7 J5 million singles and notched up 
hits including “I'm A Believer”, “Daydream 
Believer” and “Last Train to Clarksville", 
in a 39-month career. 


It ended when Mike Nesmith paid 
$160,000 to get out of the group. Though 
Davy Jones, Mickey Dolenz and Peter Tbrk 
have reunited several times since, he had 
always refused to join in. Until now. 

He explained his change of heart yes- 
terday, at a launch party at the Hard Rock 
Cafe, centra! London, saying simply. “1 just 
wanted to get back to playing.” 

Jones, Dolenz and 'fork have reformed 
several times since, and toured Britain 
together in 1989, but Nesmith always 
refused to join them untiTlast stinftnerwben 
all four got together to record a new album. 


‘We were all right to 
start with but now 
we’re ferociously good’ 


Justus, to be released in Britain on 27 
January. 

On 7 March, they embark on a 10-stop 
tour of the British Isles add Ireland which 
continues in America over the summer. 
And. a television special is also to be 
made. 

Jones, the only British-born member of 
the quartet, said that despite the height of 
their fame being 30 years past he was still 
recognised everywhere he went. “People still 
sing ‘Hey, hey we’re the Monkees' if they 


see me in the street" Undaunted, he 
hoped the reunion would work out and that 
they would be seeing the press and public 
very many times 

fork, jokily claiming the fame and 
adulation were the hard part promised they 
would be much better than before. “We 
were all right to start with, now we re 
ferociously good." 

Dolenz added: “There are a lot of peo- 
ple who have tried to catch the lightning 
and the bpttle again. But it’s a very tough 
job [odirarid nobody has'been successful.*” 

Ward Sylvester, their manager and the 
producer of the original television series, 
thought the Monkees reminded people of 
a certain generation of a happy time in their 
lives. But as the series was always being re- 
peated, it was still capturing new genera- 
tions. “They're remarkably evergreen," 
he said. 

The Monkees only ever played one 
concert in Britain during their heyday - at 
the Empire Pool, Wembley, in June. 1967 
- but there Is 300-strong fan dub. Kirk 
White, 44. a London council worker and 
the dub’s president, loves everything about 
them. “Hie television show, the music - it 
brings back memories of the Sixties," he 
said yesterday, after nabbing a few auto- 
graphs. 

Another fan, Marcus Szabo, a postman 
from Chelmsford, Essex, was only a baby 
when the band split up. “They're just 
cool," he said. 


Spice Girls are 
animals says 
the designer who 
wore no knickers 


Michael Streeter ' 

Fashion designer Vivienne 
Westwood, the one-time Queen 
of Punk whose eccentric clothes 
have stunned catwalk audi- 
ences all over the world, yes- 
terday savaged the neatly 
packaged Spice Girls pop group 
as "animals” with no style. 

Ms Westwood, who once de- 
clared “fashion is about sex”, 
and dressed the Sex Pistols in 
bondage gear, said that she 
was morally outraged by the all- 
woman band, who are current- 
ly one of the most popular and 
influential groups in Britain 
and much of Europe. 


Their dreadful 
dothes, dreadful 
look and no style’ 


“Those Spice Girls have nev- 
er had any education, they have 
never been brought up - they 
have just been allowed to grow 
up like animals,” she said in a 
television interview. “Their 
dreadful clothes, their dreadful 
look and no style. They are just 
cultivating this attitude that 
you should push your way to the 
top - it doesn’t matter if you 
have talent ot not." 

The designer, who helped to 


shape the look of the punk gen- 
eration of the late Seventies and 
early Eighties, said that she was 
appalled at the way the group 
were being targeted at girls as 
young as 10. “What people are 
marketing is disgusting behav- 
iour as a lifestyle. People should 
be outraged by it. I'm morally 
outraged by it," she said. 

Ms Westwood told presen- 
ter Carol SmiDie on BBCl's chat 
show Smillie 's People’ll call it 
child molestation. It's corrup- 
tion. I really want to attack what 
I think is corrupting the youth." 

While many parents of chil- 
dren obsessed with the Spice 
Girls may applaud Ms West- 
wood’s outburst, some found 
her attack on today’s generation 
of pop stars ironic. One pop 
writer observed:"One can hear 
the clanging of an elderly pot 
calling the kettle black." 

Ms Westwood’s partnership 
with punk-guru Malcolm 
McLaren made her a contro- 
versial figure as she designed 
clothes for, among others, John- 
ny Rotten and Adam Ant. Even 
Mien she moved into the main- 
stream and became more ac- 
ceptable to the establishment, she 
retained her ability to shock - as 
when it became apparent that she 
had not been wearing knickers 
when she received her OBE 
from the Queen in 1991 

However, last summer Ms 
Westwood, nowadays a keen 


Shocker: Westwood outside Buckingham Palace 


reader of philosophy, was seri- 
ously tipped as a possible can- 
didate for the prestigious 
position of designer for Dior - 
an honour eventually won ty fel- 
low Briton John Galliano. 

The Spice Girts, whose sin- 
gles “ttemnabe’’, “Say You’ll Be 
There", and “ 2 Become 1”. 
have been number one in 30 
countries and sold 7 million 
copies in all, recently grabbed 
the headlines when - in an in- 
terview in the Spectator maga- 
zine - they described Baroness 


Thatcher as their spiritual pre- 
decessor. The women, aged IS 
to 24. also dismissed John Ma- 
jor as a ‘■boring pillock” - al- 
though they declared that they 
would never vow Labour. 

last night, the band were on 
holiday but a spokesman for 
their promoters. Virgin 
Records, was waspish. "We’du 
not feel it necessary 10 get 
dragged into an argument with 
a foolish old woman about the 
greatest new musical talent in 
the world lodav." 


The old men of rock who just cant hang up their guitars 


The Eagles 

Asked whether the Eagles would ever re- 
form, Don Henley replied “when hell freezes 
over” - the name of their latest tour. 

The Roiling Stones 
The Stones are due to tour the US this 
year. The nucleus of the band remained 
from Brian Jones's death in 1969 until 
1992, when Bill Wyman left to be replaced 
by Danyf Jones. ■* 


Yes 

Despite numerous splits and reformations 
since 1968, Vfes are to go on tour later 
this year with the line-up which brought 
the band its years of popularity. 

Jethro Tull 

Formed in Blackpool in 1967, Jethro Tull 
were performing right up to the summer 
of last year, when Ian Anderson collapsed 
in Sydney. The Scots-bom singer and flute 


player tore some cartilage when at- 
tempting a wild-man-of-rock leap off a 
stage in Lima, Peru, and his injuries fed 
to a blood clot which threatened to block 
his heart 

The Everty Brothers 
In the early. Seventies, PhifeEverty vowed 
never to perform with his brother Don 
again/But three years agythey made their 
peace on stage atthe ’Ffoyal Albert Hall. 


IMQKIA^ 

GSM MODEL 1610 

♦ Up to 3,5 hrs talk -time 

❖ Up to 100 hrs standby-time 

♦ Up to 200 name/number 
memory stored on SIM 

^ NIMH battery & fast travel charger 

* Fast recharge - 55 mins 
« Wright 250g 


GSM DIGITAL PHONES 
WITH 1 SECOND BILUNG 


ONLY 

£Q.99 

Jinc.VAT 


With FREE line rental (ot 
2 months pluj FREE 
in-car adaptor/charger 
and leather case together 
worth over £90 


SIEMENS 

GSM MODEL S6 

* Up to 4 hrs talk-time 

^ Up to 30 hrs standby-time 
^ Up to ZOO name/number 
memory stored on SM 
$ Lithium Ion battery 

* Fast recharge 

* Super stim design 
v Weight 165g 


I ONLY 

| £Q»99 

inc. VAT 


With FREE line rental for 
2 months plus FREE 
in-car adaptor/charger 
and leather case together 
worth over £90 


SPECIAL OFFER 


GSM MODEL G& 


NEC 

'> Up ta 240 mine talk-time 4 * 
Up to 48 hrs standby-time* ★ 

♦ Up to 200 name/number ^ 

memory stored on SIM x 

♦ 2 batteries & rapid desk-top + 

ch a r g er * 

♦ Weight 235g * 

ft**** ★*T*7*^T^5 hT*** 


# 


MONTHS 


Cellpjp^s 

The name to trust in telephone shopping 


FREE LINE RENTAL ON 
THESE THREE PHONES 

worth £35.26 Inc VAT 

FREE CALLS eta worth at calls 
inc VAT off your next hill 

SAVE UP TO 50% On shopping 
and leisure with the Cellphones Direct 
Advantage Card 

FREE LIFETIME 

PRODUCT 

WARRANTY 

PRICE PLEDGE 

We 7/ match any nationally advertised 
price for those phones 


ONLY 

tA .99 


inc. VAT 


With FREE tine rental far 
2 months pbj FREE 

■ in-car adaptcr/chargcr 
and leather case togclhcr 
worth over £9D 



Cwwrtlw 

£35-25 (£30+ VAT) 

iMMfWE 

£17.63 (£15+VAD 

Puttee* 

35i5Qperrio(30p+VAn 

mure* 

tUfopwawOttp+VAT) 


YOUR PHONE IS COVERED 
BY OUR 14 DAYS NO OUtBBLf 
MONEY BACK PROMISE 
AND LIFETIME PRODUCT 
WARRANTY, 


ORDER NOW WITH YOUR CREDIT CARO DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IH 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0800 000 888 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING. HOTLINE WEEKDAYS 9AM TO 9PM WEEKENDS 9AM TO 6PM 


E3 E3 S 


PLEASE HAVE TOUR CREDIT CARD HANDY WHEN rOU CALL AND QUOTE REFERENCE 3167 

(SORRY WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT SWITCH CARDS) _ » wmmmmm — - 

SL^L Wan<la, ? ,y ^dMjnswB be thawl at £1.77 tat W oer month, uk rental loebte) itanHt m advance) tdheiwteltfl’ 

"1 1 acBnd u™* 1 *? u *! ea 10 MaW! 31,11 * standard «tmr mnlrart (w each pnore mth CeUptnnes Omatli JESIawrBchianadlkHl. 
wtmtMHsoMlawsTO and ism aNtmvbbcnsiiittvsi^OTaall^wmim ^CopmEt Recusal n« 35K22. MvnUtr3«tlmtaad»<(tpebfptoi 





8 


news 


FRIDAY 10 JANUARY 1997 • THK 11N UbirLiN-umi'* 


Edinburgh nets £122m from M&S deal 


Nigel Cope 

Edinburgh residents are set to 
receive a late Christmas present 
from their local council fol- 
lowing a major property deal 
with Marks & Spencer. 

M&S announced yesterday 
that it is paying Edinburgh City 
Council £122m For the Gyle 
shopping centre at the western 
edge of the city. Though the 

Widow’s 
attempt 
to get by 
upsets 
Sir Paul 


Marianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 

Sir Paul McCartney yesterday 
defended his legal bid to stop 
the widow of his former road 
manager selling the o rigin al 
lyrics to one of the Beatles' 
biggest hits 

The newly knighted ex-Bea- 
tie tried to head off criticism af- 
ter it emerged that he had 
prevented LOy Evans, 60. sell- 
ing the paper on which he had 
scribbled the words for With A 
Li tile Help From My Friends. 

She had hoped to raise 
£60,000 for her old age by sell- 
ing the paper at Sotheby’s, she 
told a BBC1 Watchdog investi- 
gation screened last night 
■ Her husband Mai had been 
The Beatles* road manager for 
many years and had been par- 
ticularly dose to McCartney. But 
he died in a shooting accident 
in Los Angeles 21 years ago, 
leaving her without a pension. 

The Beatles sent her £5,000 
at the time of his death which 
had been "most helpful", but she 
had worked asa secretary to sup- 
port herself since and she could 
not understand why Sir Paul was 
stopping her gaining a nest-egg 
for her final years. 

“1 didn't know why he would 
want to do thaL It wouldn't be 
for the money and he lets oth- 
er people sell so I don't know 
why he would want to stop 
me," she told the programme, 
my husband bad re- 


council has yet to deride how it 
will spend the money, it is pos- 
sible that the proceeds will he 
used to finance a cut in the city’s 
council tax bills. The sale would 
fund a £17 cut in the tax on 
band-D households. The coun- 
cil is due to discuss the matter 
next month. 

Keith Geddes, the council 
leader, said: "It remains our 
priority to make sure that this 


money is spent carefully to 
benefit the city and its residents 
for years to come and. vitally, 
to minimise the effect on our 
future revenue.” 

The sale could signal a new 
move by local councils to sell 
shopping centres and other 
property assets to fund the 
development of local amenities 
or cut council tax bills. 

Under law, councils are 


required to pay 25 per cent of 
all sale proceeds to reduce 
borrowings. The figure is set to 
rise to 50 per cent from 31 
March. This is one reason why 
Edinburgh council was keen to 
complete the deal promptly. 

The council admitted that a 
council tax windfall was possi- 
ble but said that education and 
transport were two areas which 
have already been identified as 


priorities. Another option being 
considered is to invest some of 
the Gyle proceeds in another 
shopping centre to sow the 
seeds of a future windfall. 

Marjorie Kenny, a spokes- 
woman for the council, said 
there were also opportunities to 
help subsidise the many festivals 
which Edinburgh supports. She 
said the council could use part 
of the money to create a trust 


fund which would help support 
events such as the Edinburgh 
Festival and the Science 
Festival. 

She said the council would be 
keen to avoid developing 
amenities that would saddle 
the council with high future 
running costs. 

Marks & Spencer said it was 
buying the Gyle centre to gain 
greater control over the future 


expansion of its store which is 
the centres anchor tenant. It 
Mid the move did not signal a 
fresh venture into property 
development. Though M&S 
did buy the Braehead centre in 
Glasgow where it also has a 
store, it later sold out to the 
property group Capital 
Chopping Centres. 

Gyle shopping centre was 
completed in October 1993 and 


attracts around 300.000 visitors 
every week. There are 65 
tenants, with M&S and a 
Safeway supermarket the 
largest stores. In December, 
Edinburgh council had selected 
the Universities Superannuation 
Scheme as its preferred bidder 
to purchase the Gyle centre. 
However, the major tenants, 
M&S and Safeway, had a right 
to match the offer. 



Cancer 
link at 
nuclear 
waste 
plant 

Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


Can they work it out? Lily Evans and her late husband Mai, who was The Beatles’ road manager in the band’s heyday (above) back in the Sixties Main photograph: Daily Mirror 


mained in his post office job I 
would have been better looked 
after." 

Her son backed her, saying: 
“I think of everything Dad did 
for him. He'd be on 24 hours' 
notice and he’d do anything for 
Paul — he loved the guy. To do 
this to my mum now, I just don't 
think it is right- 1 don’t think he 


can have much of a conscience." 

But in an angry statement Sir 
Paul said: "The programme is 
trying to make The Beatles out 
to be widow-beaters - nothing 
could be further from the troth. 

"I would like to meet Mrs 
Evans and discuss this and 
come to some arrangement to 
see that she is taken care of and 


that the lyrics are returned. 
They were" never Mai’s lyrics 
and therefore any relative of 
Mai's such as Mrs Evans does 
not have the right of ownership 
to these lyrics. 

“1b show how ridiculous this 
whole memorabilia market has 
become, there is someone in the 
USA who owns my own birth 


certificate. How people can 
feel that that is right is beyond 
my comprehension. 

"I am surprised that 
Watchdog is doing this report. 
1 thought Watchdog was 
normally on the side of people 
who have been ripped off - not 


He' added: “1 don't wish to 
cause any trouble for Mrs Evans 
or for her children, whom I 
remember fondly, but I do feel 
strongly that these original 
manuscripts should be returned 
to their rightful owners." 

Sir Paul’s lawyers have taken 


on the side of people who are ' out an injunction stopping Mrs 
doing the ripping off." Evans from selling the paper 


until the case over ownership 
comes to court, which could 
take up to a year. 

His spokesman, Geoff Bak- 
er, said Sir Paul had twice 
offered to help Mis Evans if she 
was in hardship, but she had not 
taken him up on iL He was 
prepared to make her a "sub- 
stantial" personal donation. 
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Branson says balloon 
design was flawed 


Children who regularly play on 
a beach near the La Hague nu- 
clear reprocessing plant in 
France are ai greater risk of con- 
tracting leukaemia accor ding to 
new research, reviving the "de- 
bate about the safety of 
Britain's nuclear installations. 

The study by French scientists 
suggests a causal link between 
environmental exposure to 
radiation and childhood 
leukaemia. 

Children who visited beach- 
es near the plant at least once 
a month showed almost a three- 
fold increase in the risk of 
developing the disease. Eating 
local seafood at least once a 
week was associated with a. 
similarly increased risk of 
leukaemia. The children of 
mothers who regularly visited; 
the beaches were also more- 
likely to have the disease. 

La Hague, on the Normandy 
coast, is one of only three 
nuclear reprocessing plants 
operating on an industrial scale 
in the world. The other two are 
Sellafield in Cumbria, and 
Dounreay on the north coast of 
Scotland. 

Professor Jean-Fran^ois Viel 
of the department of public 


r 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Richard Branson and his team- 
mates revealed that they had 
been only a minute from death 
as their Virgin Challenger bal- 
loon plummeted towards the 
ground at 30mph early last 
Wednesday morning. Yester- 
day, the three men declared 
themselves happy to be alive 
and back in Britain, saying they 
had had "the most fascinating, 
mixed 24 hours in out life". 

The men were only saved 
from death by Alex Ritchie, 52, 
who clambered in the dark 
onto the capsule roof and de- 
tached two one-ton propane 
tanks to lighten the 11-ton bal- 
loon and halt the descent. At 
that stage they were so close to 
the ground they would have 
been killed even if they had 
jumped ouL 

Mr Branson denied that the 
crash in the Algerian desert 
meant the attempt to fly around 
the world non-stop had been a 
failure. "It’s not that important 
what we are trying to do.” he 
said. "What matters in the end 
is that were - still alive. We find 
these challenges irresistible, 
but it’s great to be home." 

He again said that he would 
have to flunk carefully before 
trying the exploit again. Per 


Lindstrand. a teammate and the 
baboon’s designer, commented: 
“Each time I have Sown with 
Richard, he has landed and 
sworn he will never do it again 
- then changed his mind.” 

They blamed the crash on a 
fundamental design flaw in the 
huge balloon which meant it 
could not keep flying as the tem- 
perature fell at night 



Ritchie: Daring manoeuvre 


Mr Branson said: “As it got 
dark, the balloon started going 
down, we turned the burners up 
to try to beat the helium to stop 
the descent That didn’t work, 
the balloon continued to fall. 
We picked up speed, and at 
10,000 feet we ballasted, and 
were rapidly getting through 
most of the ballast that we car- 


ried on board. We then started 
chucking out water, food and oil 
... And we found that we con- 
tinued to go down. At that rate 
we were seven minutes from hit- 
ting the ground, descending at 

2.000 feet a minute." 

Mr Ritchie struck a modest 
note, saying: "Maybe it was 
just as well it was dark, I 
couldn't see the ground. If I bad 
been able to see how fast the 
ground was approaching, 1 
might have fumbled things." 

Mr Lindstrand said that the 
balloon’s sensitivity to the tem- 
perature change as the sun fell 
was “quite dramatic”. The lift- 
ing canopy, with a capacity of 

1.1 million cubic feet, consist- 
ed of helium gas around a small 
hot -air balloon, intended to 
heal up the helium to provide 
lift. Although earlier tests by Mr 
Lindstrand on smaller designs 
were successful, the full-scale 
version had never been tested 
before this week's flight. As the 
team learnt, the small balloon 
could not heat the helium 
enough as the outside temper- 
ature fell below freezing 

Mr Branson said "We know 
that fundamentally the whole 
concept works. The difficulty of 
heating the helium at night-time 
is the only thing that really 
needs to be overcome to make 
this work." 


health, biostatistics and epi- 
demiology unit in Besancon, 
France, investigated risk factors 
associated with childhood 
leukaemia in 27 cases in the La 
Hague area, and compared 
them with 192 controls of sim- 
ilar but healthy children. 

While no link was found with 
either mothers' or fathers’ 
occupational exposure to 
radiation - a hypothesis first put 
forward in 1990 - Professor Viel 
says in tomorrow’s issue of the 
British Medical Journal that 
some lifestyle factors are 
associated with the development 
of the disease. 

Professor Viel said: “On the 
whole, some convincing evi- 
dence is found of a causal role 
for environmental radiation 
exposure operating through 
recreational activities on beach- 
es or consumption of fish and 
shellfish ... but one explanation 
probably does not account for 
all cases, and other exposures 
such as to radon may play some 
part, maybe even a synergistic 
one." 

The public was first alerted 
to the existence of leukaemia 
clusters around nuclear plants 
in the early 1980s. The initial 
theory was that radioactive pol- 
lution in the environment was 
responsible, although the levels 
involved were not thought great 
enough to trigger the disease. 

A study by Professor Martin 
Gardner then suggested that the 
children of men who worked at 
Sellafield were more likely to 
have leukaemia, following their 
fathers’ exposure to radiation 
before the child was conceived. 
Another theory was that the in- 
flux of new populations to rur- 
al areas to work on the plants 
may be linked with the disease. 

The new study supports the 
environmental hypothesis and 
calls for more research to- 
investigate sources of contam- 
ination, including marine 
ecosystems. 


Police ‘turn blind 
eye to criminals’ 


mOvTCtt'wiU 
THAT MUMC *■ 


Viu B£ TV MENA W CAHO SAlANtt ■ 

CONSTANT 15**. T>*CO<WftATt<* BAW. TT5ACA»D» 7.r* *mv»OUlDC«T rtt.FATWNTS ARin Of TCXJt 

tulwOTWCMBB' 1, .-.irinwMr.uLi 


vlLTSTANMNG BALANCE EACH MONTH . DNU1 C Oft MORE <f TQU WEH 


Senior police officers are al- 
lowing criminal gangs to oper; 
ate unhindered provided they 
carry out their illegal activities 
in other parts of the country, a 
Home Office report has found, 
writes Jason Bennetto. 

Researchers discovered that 
some commanders were reluc- 
tant to devote resources to in- 
vestigating known criminals who 
were not causing problems in 
Lheir own area. Examples of the 
practice of turning a blind eye 
were found in aD three mainland 
forces - Surrey, Bedfordshire 
and Northumbria - examined. 
The study. Tackling Cross Border 
Crime, by the Police Research 
Group, highlighted the issue as 


part of the lack of communica- 
tion between forces. 

From analysis of 16 forces in 
England and" Wales, the report 
estimated that about 10 per cent 
of all crime was committed by 
villains crossing into neigh- 
bouring force areas, although in 
some areas it accounted for up 
to 23 per cent of offences. 

It said: “... in one metropol- 
itan force with an organised ring 
of criminals living in this area but 
who were committing little 
crime there, [police] were not 
prepared to utilise divisional 
detectives to investigate that 
ring, even though it was believed 
that they were committing 
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DAILY POEM 


Woman in a Mustard Field 

By Alice Oswald 

From love to light my element 
was altered when I fled 
out of your house to meet the space 
that blows about my head. 

The sun was rude and sensible, 
the mvrs ran for hours 
and whoops / found a mustard field 
exploding into flowers; 

and I slowly came to sense again 
the thousand forms that move 
all summer through a living world 
that grows without your love. 

This last selection from the volumes chosen for the TS Eliot 
Prize shortlist, presented by the Poetry Book Society, comes 
from Alice Oswald's The Thing in the Gap-Stone Stile (Oxford 
Universty Press).The £5,000 prize will be awarded to the winner 
on Monday by the poet's widow, Valerie ElioL 











I 

t 

I 

F 

a 

cl 

aj 

to 

w 

W 1 

fy 

in 

an 


ci 

lo 


erh 

nevi 

faavi 
up( 
tele- 
drea 
look 
culti 
yous 
top ' 
have 
Th 




,TA WtT*.W«r 



W always knew it. And now we have the proof. 

The politicians took Britain into a federal European superstate by deceit. 

This is what the government said in it’s official White Paper on Britain's 

entry into Europe “There is no question of any erosion of essential national 
sovereignty” 

Edward Heath, the Prime Minister, later added “There are some in 
this country who fear that in going into Europe, we shall in some way 
sacrifice independence and sovereignty... These fears, I need hardly say are 

completely unjustified...” 

We now have chilling evidence that these statements were lies. 

Well before they were made, Britain’s Lord Chancellor wrote the letter 

shown opposite to Heath emphasising that in his view “the surrenders of 

sovereignty involved are serious...” and “...ought to be brought out into the 
open now...” 

He pointed out that Parliament would have to surrender to Europe the 
power to legislate. That European law would be the supreme law of this land. 

That we would lose our sovereign power to make treaties. And that this would 
lead to a “My federal state” 

i . . 

Yet Heath and his close colleagues chose to purposely mislead the 
British public. 



And still, to this day, the lies continue as politicians deny the facts and pour 
scorn on those who warn of Britain’s loss of sovereignty. 

Quite deliberately they have arranged for the next European Summit, when 
the important decisions will be made, to take place after the General Election. 

This cynical move allows them to continue deceiving us with emotv 
promises until after it is too late. P y 


By then, the people of Britain will be powerless to prevent the politicians 
going back on their promises and secretly surrendering our sovereign powers. 

We must have a full referendum on Europe now. 


We must not allow the politicians to deceive us yet again. 

Referendum Party 

^ It’s now or never - Let the people decide^, 

If you support the Referendum Party’s aims, call FREEPHONE 0800 074 1997 (lines ooen 700 am 11 Ofl nl i j 
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